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CHAPTER I, 
VOYAGE OUT. 
THE START FOR INDIA.--fHE SIREN.~DEATH ON BOARD,—TIUE 


SHARK —ARRIVAL IN THE HOOGHLY—THE ARDENT LOVER.— 
ON SHORE Al LAST. 


How well I 1emember the 4th of October, 186-. It was 
a lovely*evening, and I was seated, with one or two others 
of my own age, smoking the cigar of contentment on the 
poop of the good ship Lady Ellenborough, now anchored in 
the Downs, and waiting for the bieeze which should enable 
her to make a start independent of tugs and all other such 
troublesome and expensive accessories, on her journey to 
Calcutta. . 

It was indeed the cigar of contentment that I smoked ; 
for had I not passed the competitive examination for the 
Adecian Civil Service sufficiently high to enable me to 
select Bengal as the field of my future career? had I not 
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scraped through the second cxamination in some myste- 
rious way by the light of nature? and was I not now fairly 
launched in the world, with a prospect of novelty, excite- 
ment, and a fair competence before me? 

All my compecis had gone, or were about to go, by thé’ 
overland route, and I, in compliance with instructions fiom 
the India Office, had endeavoured to secure a passage 
which should cnable me to leave England before the end 
of November; but the P. and O. officials had informed me* 
very curtly that they could not supply me with such; that 
they cauld not let me know if any unforeseen vacancy 
should occur; and when I stated with a certain stiffiess 
that I must find some other means of getting to my des- 
tination, had received the threatening announcement with 
the most blank unconcern. The opening of the Suez Canal 
has possibly made some alteration in this state of things. 

On the whole I was not soiry to be compelled to apply 
to Messis. Gieen, and was almost disappointed when the 
chief mate told me in,the docks that the voyage would not 
occupy mote than three months. Little did I think that, 
those three months would be stretched into nearly five, 
and that long befoie one-third of the journey had passed 1! 
would have caten any amount of humble pic to be allowed | 
any corner on the deck of a P. and O, steamer, with a 
chance of a speedy end to the miserable monotony of a 
sea voyage. 

There were thirty-six of us fist-class passengers om 
boaid—eighteen of each sex; and the agent of the Com-! 
pany, who had come to Gravesend to sce us off hag} 
assured us, with a soit of paternal unction, that we were] 
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a very pleasant paity and ought to have an agreeable 
time of it. 

It might be thought that this parity in numbers would 
have ensured tranquillity ; but it ceilainly did not, for 
Somehow or other we quarrelld frequently, and with gicat 

earnestness, 

The placid evening tuined into a blustering morning ; 
the cigar of contentment very decidedly disappeared, and 
"for a week or more we tacked from side to side of the 
Channel, without, as far as I could see, ever getting any 
further down it, until at length some less unfavourable 
deity sent us an easterly wind, which froze us all to the 
mairow, but enabled our pilot to leave us, and carried us 
"well on into the mighty Atlantic. 

I think it was about a fortnight afte: the pilot's de- 
parture that I came to the conclusion that woman's 
society was the greatest bliss upon earth, and, about thice 
weeks later, that woman was the origin of all evil. 

Thete was among us a little lady, a widow, young, 
decidedly pretty, with golden hair and blue eycs,—one 
who might have figured as the heroine in one of Miss 
Braddon's novels—to whom a gallant licutenant paid 
much attention, which attention, accoiding to my inexpe- 
rienced ideas, appeared to receive marked encouragement. 
Consequently I envied him much. 

One beautiful moonlight evening I was on deck, leaning 
sover the stern, looking at the phosphorescent co1uscations 
“in our wake, when I heard the soft rustle of a dress close 

hy me, and on looking round, found the golden-haiied 
siren by my side, We were, of course, on terms of ordi- 
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nary acquaintance, and made a few commonplace remarks 
on the beauty of the night. Presently she said,—there 
was some meal going on in the saloon, and, with the ex- 
ception of the man at the wheel, we had the poop to our. 
selves,— 

“What a comfort it is to be able to get away, even for 
a few moments, from the wearisome society of the same 
individuals day after day.” 

To which I, thinking of the lieutenant, and inclined to 
be a little malicious, “ Is it all wearisome ?” 

“ All” 

“Without exception ?” 

“ Without exception.” 

“That is not very flatte ng to your fellow-voyagers, 
myself included,” 

“You, Mr, Gordon, have not given me much opportunity 
of ascertaining whether your society is wearisome or the 
contrary,” 

“Would you care to have such opportunity ?” 

Hesitatingly, and with an upward glance, “T" think I 
should,” 

“But,” said I, much flattered, “there is an obstacle ; 
there is»—— 

“Oh,” with a petulant pout, “you mean Lieut. Ogle. 
His name ought to have been spelt with an ‘r,’ not an ‘1 
He is a bore and a boor. How can you think his society 


could be any pleasure to me?” 4 
“Well,” I began ; but I thought | it better ngt to say‘ 
what Y thought, . 


She continued, “Don’t think me too outspoken , but 
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jtis guch a relief to be able to speak to some one who 
perhaps tay sympathize with the dull torture I have 
endured for the last ten days—jer/aps would now help 
to rid me of it.” 

This with a long, full look of her very pretty blue eyes. 

“How?” J asked eagerly. 

“Shield me with your companionship,” she said ; and her 
hand stole out towards mine, which grasped it fervently. 
Just at that moment we heard steps on the companion 
ladder, and separated. , 

As I entered the saloon, I saw the licutenant seated at 
whist and apparently in high gpirits ; but I pitied him— 
yes, pitied him from the bottom of my heart. 

The next morning I finished my breakfast hastily, so as 
to be early on deck and ready with all those little atten- 
tions that male passengers are in the habit of paying to 
their friends of the other sex on board ship, such as 
placing chairs, airanging rugs, etc, etc. These were all gra- 
ciously accepted ; and the lieutenant, on loitering up in the 
full confidence of possession, was surprised and displeased 
to find himself forestalled. Still more displeased was he, 
on offering his services for the usual morning walk on 
deck, to find mine accepted instead; and at dinner his 
brow grew black as thunder when he perceived that the 
fair one, by some mysterious influence over the captain, 
had managed to change her seat so as to be near me, 

This state of things lasted for some days. The lieu- 
tenant ceased to proffer further attentions, and became 
sulky afd moody. , He was of a temper not subject to 
much control, I fancy; but was astounded, as well he 
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might be, al the change in the aspect of affairs, erising 
‘fiom no known fault of his own. To me it was a time of 
idyllic happiness, My fair companion laid herself out to 
please me. ler conversation was piquant, she was toler- 
ably well read, and in various respects I began to under-* 
stand that my society was more congenial to her than that 
of her former friend. In short, it became gradually a mat- 
ter of no surprise to me that I was preferred before him. 

His demeanour, however, by degrees, became more trou-* 
blesome to us—to me especially. Puzzled surprise began 
to give place to an indignant sense of wrong; and as 
he could not vent his anger on her, it became clear that 
it would fall on my devoted head. He was sometimes 
boisterous, sometimes moody, and occasionally made rude 
remarks about me, intended for my hearing, What was 
most galling to him probably, was, that in the cramped- 
up life on board ship it was impossible for him to avoid 
the sight of the fair cause of all his woe, and his successful 
rival, for whom, of course, knowing nothing, he could 
make no excuses. A quarrel might perhaps heave been 
avoided,—for my own wishes were pacific enough,—had 
it mot been for our thus being continually brought in 
contact with each other, But at length it happened one 
rough morning, while walking on deck with Mrs. Vivian, I 
knocked against Ogle and trod hard on his, fool. Apait 
from all previous indignation, it must really have hut 
him a little, and he turned round on me like a mad bull. 
I was prepared to defend myself; but suddenly, with a 
strong effort, he restrained himself, and saying, “ You shall 
hear more of this,” turned away and went below. 
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I fooked at my companion, who appeared composed, but 
thoughtful. 

Presently she said, “ Poor fellow!” 

“Who?” I inquired, 

“ Lieutenant Ogle.” 

“Why?” 

“ He must have been so fond of me.” 

This was disconcerting, and I suppose my looks showed 

% it, for she added, that “It was no use, if I could not be 
fond of him.” 

That evening, after dinner, a Captain Talbot, a cavalry 
officer, came to me with a message from Ogle, demanding 
satisfaction, 

“Does he mean me to fight a duel?” J said, 

“Beyond a doubt,” said Talbot. 

“But it is too absurd, If I trod on his toe, it was purely 
accidental, and I am quite ready to beg his pardon,” 

“You have trodden on something else besides his toe, 
You know very well what I mean, If you don’t mect him 
as he demands, he will assault you ; and as he is physically 
much stronger than you, you will get the worst of it, and 

* cut rather a sorry figure. You had better refer me to some- 
body on your part, and possibly matters may hereafter be 
atranged, You, of course, understand that it is necessary * 
anyhow to keep the matter perfectly secret.” 

Of course I knew very well what he meant. Naturally, 
the little episode I have bcen describing could not go on in 
our small society without being observed by all our fellow- 
passengers, Ogleshad been the object of some little sym- 
pathy and a good deal of ridicule. The causa tecerrima 
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was sincerely hated by all her own sex, and much adntired 
by all the unmarried members of mine,'‘while my apparent 
good fortune had excited some envy. I began to find my- 
self in anything but a comfortable position, I was under 
the impression that duelling was a thing of the past, though 
I had heard of storics of its still occurring occasionally in 
India. Ogle could certainly thrash me if he chose; but 
then, was not a thrashing better than possible death ? for I 
knew not how to handle a sword, and my pistol practice 
was confined toa trial of my new revolver, securely sol- 
dered down in a packing-case lined with tin in the hold. 
But if I refused to fight I should ce:tainly be branded 
as a coward, and the fear of the scorn of my fellow-pas- 
sengers was very terrible to me, a thing not to be escaped 
from, day after day, for many a weaty weck, Besides, 
what would my Helen say? On reflection, it seemed to 
me there was nothing for it but to fight ; so I sought out 
a young hussar with whom I was on friendly terms, and 
placed myself in his hands, The next morning he in- 
foimed me that it was arranged that swords should be the 
weapons, and the field of battle Talbot's large stern cabin. 
Swords had been selected as Ogle was very blood-thirsty 
and wanted to fight with pistols across a handkerchief. 
*It was thought a combat with swords would probably have 
a less serious termination, my friend gravely informed me. 
It also appeared that all available swords were soldered up 
in tin down in the hold to prevent their being injured by 
the sea damp; and that until some plausible reason could 
be assigned to the captain for getting them up, matters 
must remain in abeyance, Further, the weather was rough, 
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the glass was falling, and until the sea became smooth and 
the weatlter fine, no*baggage would be got up from the 
hold. ' 

How fervently I prayed for constant tempest until the 
‘voyage’s end. 

Matters being so far settled, there was no further mo- 
lestation from Ogle; indeed, he avofded us as much as 
possible; and Mrs, Vivian, with woman's cutlosity, was 
most eager to know what had happened after our deck 
rencontre. At length I gave way, and told her, She 
evinced the prettiest consternation, positively lavished 
tenderness upon me, and actually, I recollect, embroidered 
my initials in two of my handkerchiefs with her golden 
hair. 

The kindly gale continued for some days; but even the 
most welcome storms must come to an end, and after one 
or two refusals the packing cases had actually been got up 
from the hold and the swords taken out. 

Once or twice during the last two or three days I had 
found my fair friend in somewhat close conversation with 
Talbot, and the last time I had remonstrated with ler, and 
told her I thought she had been also a little cold in her 
manner to me, 

“J have been pleading for you,” she said, “and trying to 
get Captain Talbot to put off by some means or otlier this 
miserable duel, but without success,” 

How could I be suspicious after this ? 

The dreaded day was at length fixed, and the affair was 
to come off in the early morning in Talbot’s cabin. This 
was of course a secret from all except the four concerned. 
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I had bid, as I thought, a specially tender good-night to 
Mrs, Vivian, and had retired early, intending to* make a 
few memoranda which might be of importance, before 
turning in. Presently I heard a knock at the door, 

“Come in!” I shouted ; and there entered, to my intense 
astonishment, Ogle. 

“ Shake hands, Gordon,” he said, “and permit me to ask 
if you still insist on our turning oul specially early to- 
morrow morning.” 

My astonishment was only equalled by a feeling of relief, 
which for a second or two prevented specch ; but I grasped 
his hand, and at length mdnaged to say, “ Most willing to 
be friends, But why-——” 

“All right,” he interrupted, brusquely. “ Good night,” 
and disappeared, 

The next day I told Mrs, Vivian of the very unexpected 
reconciliation that had taken place. To my surprise she 
got very pale, seemed much agitated, and certainly not 
pleased, and afier one or two vague remarks pleaded a 
headache, and left me. ° 

That evening Talbot came to me and said: “I have 
come to you on rather a delicate mission, Gordon. 1 wish 
to premise that I have every desire to avoid hurting your 
feelings in any way; the question whether we are to remain 
on friendly terms or not must rest with: you, Mrs, Vivian 
has commissioned me to say that your attentions to her 
have become so marked as to form the subject of remark , 
to her fellow-passengers, and she desires that they may’ be 
discontinued,” : 

The sudden and very uncxpected nature of this an- 
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nourxement was overwhélming. At length I gasped, 
“Why are you chosen for this communication ? Why has 
she not told me herself?” 

“T do not know that I am bound to answer that ques- 

* tion,” he said; “but I may as well tell you, that possibly 
the connection between Mrs. Vivian and myself may be of 
a closer nature than that you at present think likely ; and 
this mission is a proof of her confidence in me.” 

‘ I wanted time for teflection,. “I will speak to you 
to-morrow,” I said, 

That night was a very miserable one for me, My first 
feeling, I think, was one of intensely mortified vanity, I had 
been very proud of my selection from among all the other 
men available, by this very pretty and very desirable 
creature, My pride had been daily flattered by the con- 
sciousness that I was a conspicuous object of envy to my 
male fellow-passengers ; it would now be daily wounded 
by the feeling that I was similarly an‘ object of ridicule, 
the envy being transferred to another. For I felt too 
certains that nothing I could do would enable the pre- 
viously existing state of things to continue, I could now 
fully enter into all poor Ogle’s feclings; but then also I 
could make excuses for Talbot, for I had had an experi- 
ence that Ogle had not, 

After a sleepless night I came to the conclusion that 
the only thing to be done was to make the best of what 
appeared to me then a very unhappy business, Above 
all things jt was desirable to avoid becoming an object of 
ridicule, The only way to attain this was, If possible, to 
appear nonchalant, to remain friendly both with Talbot 
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and Mrs, Vivian; and this very difficult line of conduct I 
set myself resolutely to carry out, 

The next morning, therefore, I was able fo meet Talbot 
apparently cheerfully, and to say, “Let us be fiends; and 
pethaps you will tell Mrs. Vivian I shall obey her instruc- 
tions, but shall be glad to be on friendly terms with her 
also, if she will permit it.” 

He looked at me suspiciously, but he need not have done 
so, for my only design was to pursue the policy before in- 
dicated. , 

I took care therefore to wish her good morning in the 
ordinary way, placed her chilis, etc, and then left her. She 
gave me a very curious look, but said nothing, 

After this, the tediousness and confinement of the voyage 
was something almost insupportable. The part I had to 
play was a very hard one; and I was exposed to incessant 
and trying curiosity, and it was difficult to keep one’s own 
counsel, At any rate I had avoided ridicule. Ogle, I 
think, was astonished at my coolness. He had confided to 
me unasked, that the night before our proposed combat, 
he had seen Talbot kissing Mrs, Vivian, and this had con- 
vinced him that she was not worth fighting for; and this 
explained his sudden desire for a reconciliation and Mrs, 
Vivian's agitation on hearing of it. On further acquaint- 
ance I found him a very good fellow, with high notions of 
honour, and, though of an impetuous temper, a thorough 
gentleman. 

The weeks wore on, and still we seemed to get no nearer 
the end of our long journey. The” boundless sea around 
us, no topic of conversation but ourselves, Various other 
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littlé episodes occurred, but I had been too deeply touched 
to take much interest in them. 

One day I recollect an albatross was caught, and as 
most ladies on board had expressed a desire for some of 
the feathers, each man who had some one to please made 
adash at the wretched bird as it was drawn on deck, and it 
was in a dozen pieces almost before it wasdead. It had 
been hauled up by a line, having becn caught with a baited 
hook, like a fish ; and Talbot was so eager in hauling it up 
that he jerked his watch out of his pocket, and I saw it 
sink down into the deep, clear sea, I was glad to be out 
of this proceeding altogether, ° 

Idon’t think a long voyage is good for characters that 
have not great powers of self-control. In the first place, it 
is almost impossible to settle down to any serious pursuit 
on board ship ; I don’t know why this is so, but every one 
with whom I have travelled has confirmed me in the truth 
of this statement. After my discomfiture I tried to take 
up Hindustani with vigour; but I did very little good, 
thougif there was absolutely no other occupation to distract 
my attention, My thoughts, too, would run on the plea- 
sant companionship I had lost, There was nothing near 
to replace it, and, indeed, after being so long in daily 
contact with the same people, without any possibility of 
change, one began to feel as if all society wore limited to 
one’s fellow-passengers, and the most trifling events and 
feelings assumed undue importance. 

I gradually found that, as I had avoided ridicule, so I 
had obtained a good deal of sympathy ; and more than one 
fair friend volunteered congratulations on my escape from 
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the chains of the siren ; and this, of course, strengtlfened 
me in my line of conduct. For her behaviour I could only 
account on the old principle of “Vavinme et mutabile semper 
jfemina.” think she began to get tired of Talbot. For 
some time our intercourse had been confined to mere 
foimal salutations, though I occasionally moved her chair 
or offered some similar attention. One day, when I had 
done some such thing, no one else being by, she said sud- 
denly, “I did not give you up without a pang.” 

She looked very pretty, and I was sorely, sorely tempted 
to give way; but I mustered all my firmness, and saying 
merely, “That is an infercsting picce of information,” 
moved off. 

After this she declined to return my salutations, and we 
were no longer acquaintances. Occasionally she took the 
opportunity of making spiteful remarks to Talbot about 
me in my hearing, and I could see his lool of mortified 
vexation, for he was a fine fellow and a gentleman, and I 
began to feel that my turn of vengeance had commenced, 

Time dragged wearily on, We had crossed the line, and 
I, with the rest of the male passengers, had undergone the 
disgusting shaving and ducking that forms part of the 
ridiculous ceremony on the occasion, I had also induced 
two credulous and middle-aged women to believe they 
had actually scen the Equator by stretching a hair acrgss 
a telescope. We had passed the Cape, am left behind 4s 
the fiiendly and bracing westerly gales which carricd“us 
along some 300 miles per day, getting in exchange the 
calms and heat of the Bay of Bengal. We had buried in 
the hot blue waves one little child that had been a great 
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pet dn board, The circumstances were very painful, as the 
mother was of Asiatic origin and utterly unable to control 
her giief. The poor little body had to be taken from her 
by force, She swore solemnly that she would throw herself 
into the sea when the coffin should be slid overboard; and 
it was necessary to confine her to her cabin, with a guard 
over her, during the burial ceremony ; ’nd all the time her 
shrieks, only too audible to all of us, were heartrending. 
The coffin, too, was not sufficiently weighted to sink, as it 
should have done, and floated within sight until the dark- 
ness of night hid’ it from us. 

The only redeeming point Was, that before the burial 
we caught a shark. It had been seen in our neigh- 
bourhood for the last two days, and the sight of it had 
been accepted as an evil omen for the fate of the poor 
child so dangerously ill, Its peitinacity in following us 
certainly appeared to be an instance in support of the 
belief that the shark has an instinctive foreknowledge ot 
the approach of death at sea ; but on the other hand, sharks 
even mfore frequently follow ships when there is nobody 
dying on board. Several baits of some pounds of pork, 
each attached to enormous hooks, had been hung out for 
him ; but he had treated them all with disdain, until about 
22PM,, of two hours before the hour fixed for the burial, 
when he came up to a line held by the second mate, turned 
over on his back, displaying his white belly, as sharks are 
compelled to do, from the position of their mouth, when 
about to seize anything, and wholly gorged the bait, 
There ensued a tremendous hauling and pulling, and it 
took nearly half an hour to get the monster on deck, and 
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some further time to despatch him there with a hatchet. 
He was a most hideous brute; I forget the dimensions 
now; but on opening him we did not discover in his maw 
any bracelets or buttons, or such things as are usually 
described to be found therein. His heart was taken out, 
and continued to beat strongly, Sailors have a superstition 
that a shark’s heart will not cease to beat until after sun- 
set of the day of its death, I can recollect that I saw 
his beating fully three hours after the creature was killed, 
but I cannot remember when it actually bécame still, 

For a month after crossing the line the second time I do 
not believé we made roo*miles ; but at last a southerly 
breeze sprung up, after a week of which our captain in- 
formed us that in another twenty-four hours we should 
probably sight the pilot brig. He was mistaken, however, 
for he had taken a wrong course, and for forty-eight hours 
we were beating about in shoal water on a dangerous coast, 
the skipper constantly poring over his charts and evidently 
in a vely anxious state of mind, It fell to my lot, many 
years afterwards, to administer the district to which this 
coast belongs; and I then better appreciated the dangers 
we had run dining those hours, 

On the third morning, just as we were going to break- 
fast, the man at the masthead shouted, “Brig at anchor,” 
and in another hour we had run down to the vessel, sta- 
tioned some twenty miles from the mouth of the Hooghly 
with pilots to convoy vessels up that exceedingly danger- 
ous tiver; and a little later we saw the first land on which 
our eyes had rested after passing Madeira, 

We were all in the highest spirits, The very smell of the 
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land appeared sweeter than anything my nostrils had previ- 
ously experienced ; and as the banks of the mighty river 
narrowed, and I was able to see farther into the country of 
which I was to be one of the governors, my interest knew 
no bounds. 

We had secured the services of a tug, which before 
evening towed us as far as Garden Reach, where it was 
necessary to anchor till the morning. 

The joy of us new-comers was a little checked during 
the night by the, attacks of mosquitoes, and in the morn- 
ing some of our more delicate companions refused to show 
their faces, It was especially tying for those who had 
come to join expectant bridegraoms. 

. One of these was a girl of about six or seven and 
twenty, frank, unaffected, and honest, though decidedly 
not good-looking, who had been indulging in the most 
ardent anticipations of a meeting with her lover, to whom 
she had been engaged for seven years, It so happened 
that he was the first to arrive on board, having hastened 
down om the wings of love (as we supposed) to Garden 
Reach, and reached the ship before the tug had taken 
us in tow for the fast few miles of our journey in the 
morning, 

How the information got about I don’t know, but in less 
than half an hour it was known to ail on board that this 
ardent lover had thus hurried down to persuade his expect- , 
ant bride to return to Engfand by the next mail steamer, 
The reason I never knew. It could not have been mos- 
quito bites, for he had evidently come down determined 
on this course; and I fear his conduct was only one of 
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the many refutations of the very untrue statement, that 
“absence makes the heart grow fonder.” 

I felt truly sorry for the poor lady, but at the same time 
became convinced of the extreme injudiciousness of such 
engagements. However, she was firm, and carried her 
point, for some days afterwards I saw their marriage an- 
nounced in the Calcutta papers; but it must have taken, 
some time, at any rate, to efface the recollection of such 
an exceedingly disagreeable episode. ‘ 

Meantime, with the recalcitrant bridegroom moodily 
leaning over the side, and the disappointed bride syr- 
rounded by a phalanx of*sympathizing female friends, we 
slowly moved up the majestic river, and leaving the luxu- 
riant foliage of Garden Reach behind us, opened out 
the stately city of palaces. 

The first view of Calcutta is indeed striking—the fine 
tiver, the long line of splendid shipping, the wide 
“Maidan” (plain), bounded on two sides by the white 
houses with their green Venetian blinds, gleaming under 
the bright blue sky of a February morning,, It was a 
sight welcome to us weary voyagers. 

We came to anchor opposite Prinsep’s Ghat, an arch 
with a flight of steps leading down to the river (all land- 
ing places in Bengal are called “ ghats”) and were in the 
twinkling of an eye surrounded by a multitude of native 
boats, the occupants of which jwere all talking, or rather 
screaming, with the full power of their lungs, and making 
a nolse such as only a native crowd can produce. 

I observed among the crowd of dinghies one containing 
number of native commercial agents, or “banians,” as 
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they arg called, respectably dressed in long white clothes ; 
and one young English officer, who had come to meet 
some one on board, and was making signs of recogni- 
tion to him. In his eagerness to meet his fiend, he sprang 
from his own “dinghy” on to that next him, and in 
doing so capsized that from which he sprang, and all 
the white-clothed baboos were in an instant under the 
water. 

I looked on horror-stricken, The stream was running 
some six or seven miles an hour, and in half a minute 
or so I observed that the lightly-clad boatmen had 
emerged and saved themselves by clinging to boats near 
them, The unfortunate baboos, however, were too much 
impeded by their long flowing garments to do this, and 
I saw once a head with the face perfectly concealed by 
white linen appear above the muddy waters, and once an 
arm vainly endeavouring to emancipate itself from the 
clinging clothes which prevented any effort for life, some 

_ hundred yards down the stream. No one seemed to take 
any noticg at first, but after half a minute's precious time 
lost in jabbeting, two out of the fifty boats or more sur- 
rounding us did essay to go after the drowning wretches, 
Meantime the cause of all this catastrophe had climbed up 
the gangway ladder with a beaming countenance, and did 
not appear to know that he had consigned to an almost’ 
certain death four or five of his fellow creatures ; for, what 
avith under-currents, eddies, sharks, and alligators, a man 
once committed to the tender mercies of the sacred river 
is seldom seen again. .What became of these baboos I 
never knew; for I could do nothing to help them, and the 
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bustle of getting on shore soon put all other thoughts 
out of my head for the time. 

At length, with a feeling of really wild delight, after one 
hundred and forty-two days of imprisonment, I once more 
put foot on shore, 





CHAPTER II, 
LIFE AS A STUDENT IN CALCUTTA 


SPENCE’S HOTLL,—FRESH EGGS,—EXAMINATIONS IN NATIVE LAN- 
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WESTERS.—COMPETITION WALLAHS.—THEATRICALS—OQUR DIN- 
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A. FEW minutes in that curious conveyance, a “ palki 
gharry” (resembling a palanquin on wheels), sufficed to 
convey me to Spence’s Hotel; and I shall not easily forget 
the lordly sense of power with which I ordered two fresh 
eggs for breakfast. During the last month of our voyage 
a hen had confidingly laid an egg, to which each of the 
eighteen lady passengers appeared to have some special 
claims But the judicious steward dropped his apple of 
discord on deck, and thus avoided a second and very 
much exaggerated edition of the Trojan war, But great 
was the Jamentation over the fall of that egg, and here 
was I able to order two at once, and more to follow, if 
required, 

It was a delightful sense of change and freedom ; and 
all the petty strifes and narrow jealousies of the voyage 
seemed to have disappeared as if by magic. It was a fe- 
lief to find that not one of my fellow-passengets had gone 
to the same hotel, Indeed, I saw little of them after- 
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wards, One day I met Mrs, Vivian in Wilson’s shop— 
that great emporium on the ground floor of the hotel now 
called the Great Eastern. Talbot was following her about 
like a tame cat. She bowed to me in the most smiling 
manner, and on my returning the salutation, informed me 
that ‘she was now Mrs, Talbot; that they were about to 
stay 2 week or two in Calcutta before going up country 
to join his regiment. Would I come and see them? I 
offered my congratulations to Talbot; and though I must 
admit she was .nicely dressed and looked well, I felt glad 
that she was Mrs, Talbot. _I never saw them afterwards ; 
but I feel pretty sure that Ogle and myself were well 
out of it, 

A few days saw me fairly launched in Calcutta life, 
which, for an idle man in the cold weather, is about as plea- 
santa thing as I know, In those days a young civilian 
had to pass an examination in Calcutta in two languages 
before proceeding to any situation in the interior, These 
languages were Persian and Hindi, if the examinee were 
appointed to the north-west provinces, Punjaub, or Oudh ; 
and Hindustani and Bengali if his future sphere of action 
lay in Bengal Proper, The examinations were held 
monthly, and we were allowed to take up one language 
only at a time, the second not being commenced upon 
until the Board of Examiners had certified that we were 
sufficiently proficient in the first, During this time we 
were nominally under the control of the gsaid Board, 
though practically between the intervals of examination 
they knew nothing about us and did not interfere with our 
movements, I was, like the rest of my compeers, naturally 
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eager to begin at once upon the administration of the 
country, and felt much chagrined at being yet again re- 
duced to the status of scholar. f 

This is all changed now, and young arrivals are sent 
at once to the district where they may be appointed, and 
not only have an opportunity of seeing how the official 
machine works, but of obtaining a practical knowledge of 
the language. This latter we certainly could not doin Cal- 
cutta, The very books we had to study seemed selected 
with a view to prevent this, Hindustani and Bengali fell 
to my lot. In the former the “Bagh o Bahar” was our 
principal text-book, the language being high-flown Persian 
substantives and adjectives, with here and there a Hin- 
dustani verb—the delight of the “moonshees,” or tutors 
appointed by Government, most wnpractical of teachers, 
but useless for us learners. 

A thorough knowledge of the above would perhaps. 
‘help me to appear to advantage in an interview with an 

educated Mohammedan gentleman, but would be no aid 
in tht conduct of a criminal case or a local inquity in a 
Behar village. It would probably be far more useful to 
civilians who were appointed to the north-west provinces, 
but for whom it was not prescribed, 

The same remarks apply also to the Bengali text-books, 
The chief was entitled “ Baital Punshabinshati;” or, “The 
Twenty-five Tales of a, Demon”—the vocabulary really 
Sanserit, with Bengali terminations and inflections, 

Tt is a weird book, of which the plot may be roughly 
described as follows:—-A very pious Hindoo king is at- 
tempting to lay a ghost or demon which has taken up its 


24 * Life in the Mofussit. 


residence in a tree in a burial ground. To effect this he 
takes the demon on his back, and the latter consents to go 
with him on condition that the king gives a correct answer 
to a problem which he shall propose. The king is unsuc- 
cessful in guessing the answer until the twenty-fifth pro- 
blem is propounded. These problems are in the shape of 
stories, and are spun out with a multitude of details quite 
irrelevant to the main issue, but a short abstract of one or 
two which I recollect will serve to show their nature, 

An exceedingly religious king having been blessed with 
a wife endowed with all good qualities, and a friend of a 
similar character, determined to make a pilgrimage in their 
company to a distant shrine. On their way they passed 
through a dense forest in which they came upon a temple 
sacred toa goddess (whose name I have forgotten), The 
king determined to go in and do poojah (say his prayers), 
leaving his friend and wife outside. After saying his 
prayers he came to the conclusion that life on the whole is 
a bore, and that it would be just as well to end it in such a 
holy place. He therefore drew his sword, cut off hi8 own 
head, and fell dead at the feet of the image of the goddess, 
The friend and wife outside wondering at his long absence, 
the former went into the temple to see what he was 
about. On discovering the dead body he too was struck 
with the idea that this is a bad world, and that every one 
will accuse him of having killed his friend in order to 
obtain his friend’s wife. Deciding therefore to avoid all 
future trouble by following his friend's example, he cut off 
his own head, and fell dead by his side, Finally the wife, 
troubled at the long absence of both her companions, en- 
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tered the temple to look after them, and on seeing what 
had happened resolved to kill herself too, as life without 
her beloved husband was no longer worth having. She was 
just preparing to despatch herself with her husband's sword 
when the goddess appeared in person, commended her 
for her good resolution, and bidding her live, promised to 
grant her any boon that she might ask, She begged that 
the two dead bodies might be restored to life. “Very 
well,” said the goddess, “put the heads on to the bodies,” 
and disappeared. The wife, in her agitation, fitted the 
wrong heads on to the wrong bodies, and when they came 
to life as promised, they both claimed her as their wife. 

“O king,” said the demon, after reciting thus far,“ whose 
wife was she ?” 

The king replied, giving his reasons, that she belonged 
to ‘that body on which the head of the husband was 
fastened ; but the answer was wrong, for the demon got 
down from the king's back, and hanged himself up in his 
tree again, 

In Another story a king who has performed his religious 
duties »with great ardour all his life, is rewarded by the 
possession of three of the most delicate wives in the world, 
One was so delicate that on one occasion when the king 
was sitting by her side playing with a lotus flowcr, one of 
the tendrils fell on her arm and broke it, 

The second happened to hear a peasant woman grinding 
corn in the hand mill (two round stones between which 
the grain is placed), and the sound broke the drum of her 
eat, 

» The third was sitting by the king in the forest one 
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moonlight evening, when a moonbeam fell on her cheek 
and burned it. 

The demon asked which was the most delicate, and the 
king, after some pondering, replies, “She on whom the 
moonbeam fell ;” but the answer was not correct. In no 
case does the demon supply the right solution when the 
king is wrong; and in all the cases it would be very diffi- 
cult to do so on satisfactory grounds, 

Tt is easy to conceive that a study of such a work as 
the above did not conduce to a practical knowledge of the 
language or of the administration of the laws; and the 
present system is much better, where young administrators 
are compelled to learn only what is useful, while at the 
same time inducements in the shape of money prizes are 
still held out to them to devote what leisure they may have 
during the early part of their service to the more finished 
acquisition of Indian languages. 

To me, and to many others, the study of Hindustani 
and Bengali in the above shapes was a very dreary busi- 
ness ; and it really was an effort to devote attention td them 
at all. A little real work would have enabled me to pass 
the examination in each language in two months, or four 
months altogether, whereas I lingered in Calcutta for ten, 
and some of my contemporaries for eighteen. 

Eager as I was to rush up country at starting, when the 
time actually came for my departure from Calcutta I was 
very loth to go, for I had made many friends whom I was 
sorry to leave, and I had also heard many things about the 
dulness of life in the interior, 

Spence’s Hotel, though cheap, was not the most comfort- 
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ablé residence procurable ; and meeting with some friends 
of my own age and congenial temperament, we started what 
is called a “chummery ;” that is, four of us rented a fur- 
nished house from a man who had sent his family to the 
hills” for the hot weather and rainy season, and thus 
acquired not only the dignity, but also the responsibilities 
and anxieties of the status of householders. The owner 
was glad to get his house occupied during his absence, and 
accepted us as tenants at half the rent he himself paid. 

Government allowed us in those days 300rs, a month, or 
about £1 a day, and 3ors. or about 43 a month as moon- 
shee allowance. This latter amount we never saw, as it 
was paid through the Board of Examiners to the moon- 
shee we had selected from among those licensed by Govern- 
ment, and to whom we granted certificates of regular 
attendance (with a very liberal interpretation of the word 
regular) during the month, Our united available monthly 
income, therefore, from Government was 1200rs,, and our 
actual outgoings for food, wine, house-rent, the wages of 
some 30 servants, and the keep of six horses were about 
8sors, monthly. This would appear, perhaps, more than 
moderate in the eyes of most old Haileybury civilians; 
but the days of the old extravagance had gone by, and the 
expression, “he’s turned his lakh,” meaning, “he owes 
more than £10,000,” would be scarcely intelligible to the 
present generation, ‘ 

Nevertheless it will be seen that to a man having nothing 
but his pay, there was not much left for fancy expenditure; 
and to such as went out married it was a great struggle to 
make both ends meet, The purchase, too, of horses and 
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conveyances necessitated an outlay which, in many cKses, 
compelled the resort to a loan at the very start; and it was 
not easy, until one had got into the quiet and economy of 
the “mofussil,” or interior, to save anything to pay this off, 

My chums, like myself, were all embryo administrators, 
One of them, Morrison, was a contemporaiy of mine at 
Oxfoid; Green had been at Harrow, and afterwards at a 
private tutor’s; while O’Connor was a graduate of Trinity 
College, Dublin. His brogue denoted most unmistakably 
the land of his birth, 

My long studies on boatd ship were supposed to have 
given me a better knowledge of the language than my 
companions, and to my lot therefore fell the management 
of the house and the control of the commissaiat. To 
O'Connor was allotted the supervision of the stable, as all 
Irishmen are supposed to know about horses; and Green’s 
spirit was too lofty, and Morrison was too dreamy for these 
insignificant but necessary details. 

Our “ khansamar,” or head table-seryant, was supposed 
to know English, or at any rate the English names cof the 
table necessaries; and on the morning after we had entered 
on possession of our house, he came to inform me that it 
was advisable to Jay in a small stock of ceitain kitchen 
requisites. ‘Would I be pleased to make a list, and get 
them fiom the European shops ?” 

Accordingly I took my pen, while he, standing with hjs 
hands clasped in the native attitude of deferential 1espect, 
commenced :— 

“Makrakurma.” “What?” said I. “Makrakurma,” he 
repeated, 
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I had never heard of any English eatable of this name; 
but he assured me it was very common and absolutely 
necessary, “ Well,” I said, wishing to temporize, “ pass on 
to the next thing.” “ Burrumchellee,” he said. This was 
no better than the first item; but he insisted that it was 
equally well known and equally necessary. 

This was very disheartening, and I was much puzzled 
what to do, for I did not like to write down these mystic’ 
names and expose my ignorance in an English shop; and 
further I was unwilling to confess to my chums that I had 
so utterly failed in my very first attempt at housekeeping, 
Finally my interlocutor came to*the rescue, saying with a 
condescending smile, “Your highness is a great man, and 
has probably not paid attention to these matters; but I 
have a cousin in the bazaar who knows English well, and 
will, if you approve, write all these things down in English, 
and only charge eight annas,” equal to 1s, English, 

I was only too glad to accept this compromise, and get 
out of my difficulty for one shilling. The next morning 
therefore the list was brought to me fairly wiitten out; 
and I discovered.that the two mysteious articles were 
merely maccaroni and vermicelli, articles that possibly 
a brand-new housekeeper would not think of as heading a 
list of necessaries, .I tried to point out to the khansamar 
that it was his faulty pronunciation that had necessitated 
therexpenditure of 1s; but he either could not or would 
not understand, and my Hindustani being very limited, I 
was obliged to yield. 

Many similar difficulties involved futher outlays, until 
my progress, both in the language and housekeeping 
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experiences, enabled me to do without the assistance of 
the cousin in the bazaar, whom I afterwards discovered to 
be no cousin, but an ordinary bazaar writer, and whose 
teal charge I ascertained to be 3d. for such documents, 

My other difficulty was with the sirdar-bearer. The 
chief dignitaiies among the servants in an Anglo-Bengalee 
household ate the sirdar-bearer and the khansamar. The 
latter, as may be gathered from the facts related above, 
supervises the cuisine, the former all matters connected 
with the internal economy"of the house. He has charge 
of the lamps, the linen, ctc, and is responsible that the 
water-carriers, sweepers, and other subordinate servants 
do their duty. 

At the commencement of each month he brings in an 
account of his expenditure on account of the house, and 
also a list of wages due to himself and the servants in his 
department, These monthly accounts were the bane of my 
existence, The gross amount was always much more than 
it ought to have been, and yet it was almost impossible to 
eliminate or reduce any special item, Each item, tog,was so 
ridiculously small in amount that it seemed scarcely woith 
while to wrangle about any one in particular. The fact was, 
the man’s whole leisure time, and he had plenty of it, was 
devoted to making up this bill; and he was prepared with 
a most elaborate reply to every possible and probable 
objection. I recollect that he always appeared to have 
used an enormous amount of string and beeswax, and that 
the sweepers continually wanted new brooms and _ baskets. 
Why the baskets should wear out so was always a puzzle to 
me, When I became more experienced, I found the wiser 
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plan té be to allow myself to be cheated to a certain ex- 
tent, and only to pretend to examine the detailed account, 
and if the total appeared to be too extoitionatc to make 
an arbitrary deduction of rors. or so. 

Such deductions always caused the most heart-rending 
lamentations, assertions of starvation, and impending 
death, but they did not last long; and the bearer, after 
being driven from the presence with scorn and a ceitain 
amount of angry words, would appear at the next inter. 
view, half an hour afterwards, as grave and decorous as if 
nothing had occurred. 

The same remarks apply to thé khansamar’s bill, where, 
among other things, the number of eggs consumed in a 
month was always perfectly appalling. 

Being inexperienced, and at the same time bound to see 
that the limited resources of my chums were not extrava- 
gantly wasted, the labour of arriving at a satisfactory 
settlement of these bills was exceedingly irksome, and did 
not, I think, meet with the gratitude it deserved, It was 
some cofisolation, however, to find that O’Connor was just 
as much bothered with the stable accounts, and occasion- 
ally appeared to be suffering from curry-combs and brushes 
onthe brain, The amount of salt, too, that horses con- 
sume in India is very astonishing, 

Another trouble was the constant bickering of out 
respective servants, 

The servants common to all of us were the derwan, or 
door-keeper, a very impoitant person, who prevents the 
ingress and egress of doubtful characters, and examines 
any suspicious-looking bundles carried out by any servant 
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of the. house, the sirdar-bearer, the khansamar, two’ water- 
carriers (bheesties), two sweepers, and one cook; but we 
each had our own bearer, or body-se1vant, and kitmutgar, 
or table-servant. It is the custom in India for each per- 
son to have his own table-servant ; and when dining out, to 
take him with him to wait behind his chair. 

There were, of course, among so many hands, sundry 
breakages, and mafiy articles, such as spoons, forks, nap- 
kins, and towels, mislaid. The khansamar and sirdar- 
bearer, in their respective departments, were making con- 
stant reclamations, which led to vociferous denials and 
recrimination on the paft of the eight servants mentigned 
above. In our presence they would accuse each other of 
carelessness or theft; out of it, they abused each other's 
female relatives, Generally these quarrels blazed hot and 
fierce for a quarter of an hour or so, and then died away; 
but occasionally they led to cherished malice and more 
serious results, A chummery of four inexperienced young 
Englishmen is not a good schoo! for native servants, 

Neither the sirdar-bearer or khansamar would steal any- 
thing themselves, or allow, if they could help it, any theft 
on the part of others in the house, Their profit was made 
out of their accounts, The bearers, too, would not steal 
from their own masters, for they too had their private 
accounts against them ; and though their profits were small 
at present, they hoped they would increase as their 
masters’ salaries increased, 

For it is universally the case in Bengal, that as the em- 
ployer’s salary rises, so does the price of everything pur- 
chased by his servants rise also, In all the services the 
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one of the kitmutgars, who had been admifited to the house 
without payment of salary, for the purpose of learning his 
duties as a table servant ; and all sins of omission and 
commission of the table department, such as broken 
plates, torn napkins, lost dusters, were in the first instance 
laid to his charge—probably, in many cases, with justice ; 
we had christened him the “Plate-smasher.” 

I told the khansamar to admit him, and he then in- 
formed me that in the morning before the search of Morri- 
son’s wardrobe he had been sent upstairs to fetch acup and 
saucer which had been left in Morrison’s room, and had 
found Green's béarer standing by the wardrobe. Green’s 
bearer was then confronted with him, and was evidently 
taken aback at this unexpected piece of evidence. It was 
clear that the boy had no hostility to Green’s man, ai 
further, O’Connor suddenly recollected that 
Green's man couse out of Mortigon’s 4 ut had not 
thought of it further atthe time. ‘Lutiytaised such a strong 
presumption in favour, of “the innocence of Morrison's 
bearer that messengers were at once sent to recall him, 
and Green’s servant dismissed with ignominy, and some 
very scornful remarks in bad Hindustani from cr 
which, I am bound to admit, did not appear to have ‘yf 
much effect, 

Tt grieves me to reldeathat the ple smgalees canes 
tion with us terminated 3 
frously, Tt, was th 
remove the lamp in as we were about f 
and carry it into’ the drawing-room, he la 
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space being cut in the fringe of this latter in order to 
enable it to be pulled without interfering with the former. 
The punkah is a framework of canvas about a foot and a 
half in breadth, and of length proportional to the room in 
which it is suspended. To the framework is attached a 
fringe of thick holland, about a, foot in breadth, and the 
whole is pulled by a rope attached to its centre and passed 
through a hole in the wall, The puller (punkah-wallah), 
stands in the adjoining room, and is of course unable to 
see what is going on in the room in which the punkah is 
swinging to and fro, He pulls on mechanically to cool his 
masters untif told to stop Before removing the lamp, it 
was necessary to call out to the punkah-wallah to stop, On 
the evening in question, the “ plate-smasher," anxious, I 
‘sesume, to show himself useful, raised the lamp without 
taking*tike precaution previously mentioned. The punkah 
swung on,monotonously,and the result gsas a crash, total 
darkness, and a stron nel ail oil, We sprang to 
our feet simultaneously, actuatéd by a common thirst for 
vengéance; but the “ plate-smasher” had disappeared. Our 
thgughts next turned to the relative who had introduced 
him ; but he also had fled, and we never saw either of them 
agatn, though a small amount of wages was due to the 
latte}. Yet, notwithstanding these and similar worries, we 
had dn the whole a sufficiently snigetint time in Calcutta, 


In be days it was not ugh necessary that the head 
of the\ Gove Muould seek the cool fastnesses of 
Simla durifig the hot season and rains, and take with him 


all thé¥ottunate officials attached to the Government of 
India; “the Foreign and Home Offices, and many others 
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: 
It is doubtless more pleasant; but beyond this I never could 
see any reason for the move. In foimer days the woik 
went on equally well, even though carried on in the climate 
of Lower Bengal, No one will deny that Lower Bengal 
civilians have plenty to do, and yet it has never occured 
to any one that they require such a change, It seems to 
me, though perhaps I look at it fiom a very local point of 
view, that it is just as though the English Cabinet should 
go to Malta during the winter months and govern England 
thence, Some of those who go have admitted to me 
that great delay and confusion is caused by the trans- 
mission of bundles of correspontlence. For three weeks 
before the start from Calcutta, a multitude of matters 
were at a standstill, because a portion of the correspon- 
dence connected with them had “gone on;” and three weel 
after the return the result was the same, because on 
bundles had not come back, However, the fact that delay 
and confusion must occur in such a case scarcely requires 
proof. 

In these days, then, Calcutta, though badly drained and 
with no proper water supply, retained a latge portion of its 
European society during the yeas, and the contrast i 





the social atmosphere during the winter months and {2 uge 
of the hot and rainy seasons was not so gueat as it i 
Dinners and even danges went oh; and we waltzed /AK ay 





pluckily at Government F jonour 
of Her Most Grcioye j must 
admit, and artificig co mplexions wouldieg te 
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little breakfast, consisting of coffee and toast, a canter on 
the “Maidan,” the extensive plain, ‘round two sides of 
which the European portion of Calcutta is built; back to 
bathe and breakfast ; after which, moonshees till 12; then 
calls from 12 to 2 p.m,, then lunch (if at home) ; sleep, 
books, or whist, till 5 p.m.; then a drive to the racket court, 
where play till 7, at which hour one’s riding horse was 
brought down; and a gallop across the Maidan to the 
Eden Gardens, with music and conversation with all the 
“world,” who had turned out to enjoy the cool of the 
evening, made a pleasant finish to the day. 

‘ The Mall, the Rotten Row of Calcutta, is quite unique ; 
and in its own style, I should say, unsurpassed. The 
road on which the carriages pass up and down runs 
Agtween the fine river Hooghly on the one side and the 
“Maidan on the other. To the north and east are 
Government House, the Town Hall, the Esplanade, and 
the Chowringhee mansions, which have given the place the 
name of the “City of Palaces,” and I think, from the coup 
@'widpfforded, not undeservedly. Close to the toad are 
mogred fine ships from all parts of the world, of many 
thoysand tons burden, while the opposite bank is green 
with\{pliage throughout the year, The assemblage of 
vehickés is, it is true, somewhat motley, for there are no 
exclusive fules here; and the Gacgnor General’s carriage 
in all\its splendour, r.-y be jostl€d by the hired “ palki 
gharry “with ite ru Wis ned ponies, rope harness, nearly ° 
naked driver, dad ‘wheels whose sinuous motions impress 
one with the idea that they must come off at the next 
revolution, and a freight of drunken sailors vociferating 
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sonnets to their sweethearts in a manner anything but 
harmonious. 

Parallel to the carriages, and separated from them only 
by a wooden railing, figure the riders; and the amount 
of salutation rendered necessary by this proximity is 
destructive to the brims of many hats, The fort, of 
which the Maidan forms the “ glacis,” is half-way down 
the drive; officers aie obliged to appear in uniform, and 
this, in conjunction with the varied costumes of the natives 
of all descriptions, affords a combination of colour which 
makes the whole scene very striking. 

The Eden Gardens border thé northern portion of the 
drive, Though not extensive, they are laid out with con- 
siderable horticultural skill; and a large grass plat close 
to the band-stand is provided for a promenade. Here, as 
the short twilight fails, it is the custom for the ccoupa te 
of the various carriages, and the riders, to collect and 
walk up and down, while listening to good military music, 
The place is prettily lighted with lamps; and, though 
decorum! reigns supreme, the whole thing biings back a 
faint flavour of the Chdteau des Fleuis of Paris, I once 
had occasion to take a young American girl, whq had gpt 
thus far on a journey round the world from New York y, 
San Francisco, to this promenade, and she told me it 
impressed her more asingly than anything she 
hitherto seen. 

* Here too, on the May é 
the latest breath of“the southerly breez 
from the sea, heedless of the’ black arched c gathering 
in the west, portending the speedy advent of (sthof those 
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storms known all over Bengal as nor’-westers. A rematk- 
able feature in these is, that in whatever part of the sky 
they may gather, they invariably burst from the north- 
west, The southerly breeze blows steadily, but the black 
cloud still comes on and on, until theie is a sudden lull, 
and a chill air from the north-west takes the place of the 
soft sea-born wind. This is the signal for a general run to 
carriages and horses; there is a perfect stampede of eques- 
trians over the plain, And now comes a mighty rush of 
wind, every particle of dust on the surface of the thirsty 
ground seems to be whirled into the air, down comes the 
rain, in a few minutes the Maidan looks like a lake, the 
lightning keeps up a continuous flare, and the thunder 
crashes and roars without one half-second’s cessation, 
he wind is often so strong that it is impossible to raise 
the hood of buggy or barouche, and ladies’ dresses come 
badly out of this conflict of the elements, Conveyances 
are occasionally blown completely over; and young horses 
not rarely bring their riders to guief in the general excite- 
menffand confusion. 
one of these storms the wife of one of the highest 
fanctionarics in Calcutta was blown positively off her 
horse into the ditch bythe jail, near the south-east corner 
“of the Maidan. She had separated from her companions 
in tle darkness, and no one at the moment knew what 
had Become of her. Thestorm, 96%is usual, passed over in , 
a little more thy, “\ hour; and two men coming by” 
ina bugg, vitae conscious of a lady in riding costume 
sitting disconsolately in the ditch, They pulled up and 
offered to assist her home, not knowing who she was; 
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but ‘her nerves had been so upset by the fright she had 
undergone that she could not recollect her residence 
or even her name, At their wits’ end what to do, they 
finally took her to the General Hospital, where, after a 
couple of hours’ rest, her memory returned, and she was 
able to give directions and be sent home, whither her horse 
had found its way some time previously, causing much 
alarm to her husband and family, 

In the Eden Gardens O’Connor was in his glory. Per- 
sonally, I must admit that, meeting the same people day 
after day, I used to find my powers of conveisation some- 
what flag. But O'Connor was like the “biook.” One 
objectionable point about him was, that he could not 
modulate his voice; and some of his tendetest remarks 
were audible to a great many ears besides that for which 
they were intended. Some of these appeared to me ratty 
vapid; but there was an Irish absence of bashfulness about 
him which enabled him to pull through all kinds of 
awkward situations ; and certainly the ladies to whom he 
addressed his conversation did not seem displeased, My 
experience teaches me that ladies prefer a nb ow 
ever vapid, to a silent man; and on my once {n pag a 
middle-aged friend of mine, a keen obseiver, hodrly ‘was 
that girls whom I really thought intelligent coular; enjoy 
this kind of conversatigg, he replied, “Women lifli being 
talked to; it is analo 
cannot help ekg Ae was ff en, however, bere not 
so complacent; and I heard many r@ that were by 
no means complimentary to my fluent chu; x 

Some of these doubtless originated in tat strong preju- 
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dice that still existed against Competition Wallahs, ag we 
were called, who had obtained our appointments by com- 
petitive examination. It was not unnatural that members 
of old Indian families of either service should look upon 
us as intruders, who had taken out of the mouths of their 
children the bread that was their legitimate due. But this 
prejudice led them to somewhat unreasonable conclusions, 
In their eyes, because a man had not been nominated 
by a Director and educated at Haileybury, it necessarily 
followed that he was of low birth and vulgar mind and, 
manners ; that he could not ride or shoot; in fact, that he 
was a mere bookworm, devoid of all physical energy. 
Wallahs are now so numerous that they are quite able to 
hold their own; but this general idea still exists, though in 
a Jess pronounced form. 
*ftrom what I have learned of the Haileybury régime, it 
seems to me that the students there were decidedly not 
likely to be entitled to the sobriquet of “bookworms ;” 
but yet I have never been able to understand why. they 
should, 4° a necessary consequence, be able to ide and 
Ker,-h better than those educated elsewhere—why 
theyfctic®Skite so much more refined than the products of 
Eton ge {” ikdrow, Oxford and Cambridge. But this was 
only alld icle of faith with them, and had no more effect 
on the ck ractice than articlesof faith gencrally exercise. 
Thoug! fie thought of us thas ef class, they treated us 
well as , ‘Tdvads 5 weceived nothing but kindness ‘ 
from membgdie tiny own service, It is true I was often 
told, as-dot, the majority of my contemporaries have 
been told, fe -I was not like an ordinary Wallah; but this 
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was By way of a compliment, And it must be admitted 
that some of the new comers, who had not been at a public 
school or a University, but had scraped through with the 
aid of crammers, did not possess all the qualities desirable ; 
but were there #o black sheep among the Haileybury 
flock ? 

The knowledge, too, of the existence of this prejudice 
naturally made Wallahs a little shy on their arrival in 
Calcutta; but I freely acknowledge that when we did 
emerge from our reserve, we were kindly and hospitably 
received, 

Calling hours in Calcutta are ftom 12 to 2 pm, 2 pm, 
is the luncheon hour, and after that ladies not unusually, 
in the hot weather, divest themselves of al! superfluous 
clothing, and keep as cool and quiet as they can until 
the time for the evening drive. The male sex, excet 
in the case of such idlers as ourselves and a few military 
men, were all at office, so there was. really not much temp- 
tation to keep them in their drawing-rooms. 

It is aiso the Indian custom that the new comers should 
call on the old residents, The new comers are generally 
young men and shy; and it is their habit to gall in pairs, 
by way of supporting each other, This is payticularly be- 
wildering to the recipients of the visit; for asftwo cards of 
two strange men are sent in simultaneous} , it is difficult 
for the hostess to.distinguisY* =™% Ach, I very soon 
‘discontinued this custom ; for having v...pm&at one house in 
company with Green, I soon after received alnd accepted 
an invitation to dine there. My hostess very \naively ex- 









pressed surprise at my appearance, stating that spe thought 
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my companion had been Mr. Gordon, This was gauche 
on her part, but not the less disagieeable to me. 

O’Connor did an immense amount of calling, chiefly 
alone ; but there was one house to which he generally in- 
duced me to accompany him--that of some very pleasant 
people named Carter—father, mother, and daughter, He 
held a high civil appointment, and their house was one of 
the most genial and hospitable in the place. Miss Carter 
was decidedly pretty and very lively. She seemed to take 
pleasure in O’Connor's society; at any rate she was amused 
with him, and I was somehow generally told off to make 
conversation with Mrs. Carter, not at all an unpleasant 
task, though perhaps not quite so nice a vé/e as O'Connor 
had taken for himself, The whole of our chummery 
gradually became very intimate there; and at length, when 
we wete lunching there one day, it was decided that we 
should get up some private theatricals, O’Connor was 
specially keen about this ; and Miss Carter and a friend of 
hers, a Miss Rawlins, were to take the ladies’ parts. Green 
and Morrison were also enlisted, and to me, who had had 
some little experience of acting at home, fell the thankless 
task of stage-manager, 

The Cartérs gave up their drawing-room, and for a time 
things went\swimmingly. O’Connor did a deal of flirting 
with Miss Carter; though I thought I perceived that she 
paid a Be ee Sion to Green, whenever he 
condescendetcu ei ike himself agreeable. Three days 
before the@ate fixed for the performance, Miss Rawlins 
fell ill, Mia foarter objected to allow her daughter to be the 
only lady Acting, and it secmed likely that the whole thing 
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would fall through, Suddenly it occurred to the ire- 
pressible O'Connor that I would make a capital lady. I 
admit I had a good complexion, and no whiskers ; but 
then I was far too tall, and I possessed a promising 
moustache which I much cherished. At fist, I firmly 
declined the arrangement; but the Carters got me to 
dinner there, and bullied me so unmercifully about my 
selfishness that I gave way, and consented to take the 
part of Annie in “Little Toddlekins.” 

The theatricals finally came off, with the result that is 
usual in such cases. All the actors thought they had gone 
off splendidly; and the audience were good enough to 
applaud, and say they thought so tdo. The absence of 
ladies made them much less interesting; this we all ad- 
mitted afterwards in the quiet of our own house; and then 
O'Connor, who seemed to long for further excitement, and. 
was also anxious to follow up the impression he supposed 
that he had made on the Carters, propounded the auda- 
cious suggestion that we should have a ladies’ party, 
ie, a dinner party, at which some of the guests should 
be ladies, \ 

This idea I received with the scorn I suppdsed that it 
merited ; but to my surprise Green accepted the proposition 
very favourably, and Morrison didn’t care a jfig which way 
the matter was decided. So finally invitations were issued 
to the Carters, parents one iss Rawlins and 

' her father, Colonel Rawlins, and acceptu 

The interval between this and the date of the entertain- 
ment was a’ time of some anxiety to me; fox though our 
house was a good one, and we had all the necedsarv means 
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at comimand, yet I felt that our servants were not “quite 
reliable, as indeed young bachelors’ servants seldom are, 
and I had a presentiment that some contretemps would 
occur. O'Connor devoted himself to the supply of bou- 
quets, something very suggestive being procured for Misse 
Caiter, For my part, I acceded to all the demands of the 
khansamar, the chief of which were, two fowls per head 
for each person dining, for the stock of the soup, plus two 
for the pot ; a “ticca”’ (hired) cook, a “ticca” “ mesalchi,” 
or plate-washer, to assist our own men, and various articles 
in tins and bottles. 

It was now well on in ‘the rainy season, when no vege~ 
tables or fruits are procurable, and it was necessary to eke 
out the limited supplies of the country with articles ob- 
tained from Europe in hermetically sealed tins or bottles, 
Every conceivable thing is so procurable, and the native 
servants hold them in high estimation. There is a story 
of a man who had recently returned from furlough telling 
a very worthy half-caste lady who had never seen Eng- 
land, that he had had the honour of dining with tht Queen 
during his'absence ; on which she remarked, “Ah! every 
thing in ti, I presume.” Her ideas evidently coincided 
with those of\ her servants, 

My experience of Calcutta dinners at that time was, that 
they very, muc resembled each other, They we1e served 
ala Reston 9 Tpssiaeet of the table was invariably 
a large citroj full (called by the natives, “batavee ” 
nimbo”}With its thick rind cut into ornamental shapes; 
and the figh almost always tinned salmon. The table 
was prettily adorned with flowers, for the natives have a 
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wonderful natural taste for combinations of colour; and 
a curious fact about Calcutta was, that though very few 
people had gardens, everybody had a gardener, Whence 
the flowers are procured is to this day a mystery. 

On looking into the dining-room before the arrival of 
our guests, I thought the table looked very mucht like 
other people’s, whereat I felt contented. 

At length the critical moment atrived when we were all 

seated at table, at one end myself, flanked by Mrs. Carter, 
and Colonel Rawlins, at the other Green, with Miss Carter 
on his right and her father on his left. He had somehow 
successfully asserted his right to take her down; but 
O’Connor was consoled by having a seat next her. I was a 
prey to the hundred and one anxieties that fill the minds 
of young married women on such occasions ; and these were 
not alleviated by observing that Mrs. Carter appeared not 
to swallow her soup, but to make a show of doing so } while 
Rawlins, after tasting a spoonful, growled to his servant, 
who was standing behind hith, “ Isko lejao, jaldi” (Take 
this away quickly), On my own tuin arriving, I {ound to my 
indesctibable horror that there was a marked flavour of 
castor oilin the concoction; and on looking round the table 
it was clear that every one else had discoveietl it also, 

The khansamar was standing by the sidekgard with a self- 
satisfied look, totally unconscioy Cahing was wrong} 
and Green had to tell him a setund tt perempto- 
_Fily to take everybody's soup away, before h@\appeared 
“to conceive the possibility that there was som reason 
for its not being drunk. The horrible mystery wa: 
wards explained. It is the custom in all Indian kitchens 
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to strain the soup through a duster, and every day the 
bearer used to give out a cléan duster for the purpose, It 
was also the custom in our house to buin castor oil in the 
lamps, It appeared that the duty of straining the soup 
had been delegated to the wretched “ ticca” cook, who had 
taken for the puipose a duster that had been already used 
for cleaning the lamps, and hence the communicated 
flavour, This was rather trying; but everybody was 
anxious to make the best of matters, and the rest of the 
dinner proceeded smoothly enough until the sweets were 
served, Among other dishes was one of preserved green- 
gages, with a lot of fluffy white cream at the top, of which 
I felt a little proud, and was somewhat disconcerted that 
Mrs Carter refused it when offered to her, It was next 
handed to old Rawlins, who helped himself pretty liber. 
ally; but no sooner had he tasted it than he flung himself 
back in his chair with the exclamation, “ Olives, by God.” 
Alas Ixit was too true. A bottle of preserved greengages 
and another of remarkably fine Spanish olives had been 
given out for the occasion ; and now for the dirst time 
T noticed the greengages lying innocently in a cut-glass 
dish among the desseit, 

This was too much for Carter's power of self-1estraint, 


and he burst\into a loud laugh, in which finally all 
assembled joing, =yas the best way of getting over it, 
though I saw 4: ffospe.t some very pretty, stories about 


the Wallahs’ dinner-party ; and for'three weeks or a month 
afterwards I was frequently consulted as to the merits of , 


“olive tart.” .) - 4, 
The evening passed ‘off pretty well, , O'Connor and 
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Green were both musical, and the latter sang one or two 
duets with Miss Cartei, and made very decided running. 
O'Connor ev revanche sang, accompanying himself,—~ 


“If she be not fair to me, 
What care I how fau she be?” 


and was finally allowed to take Miss Carter down to her’ 
carriage, 

Certainly after this our chummery was not so united as 
it had been, O'Connor confided to me that he thought 
Green intensely conceited; while Green intimated his 
opinion that O’Connor was exceedingly common in man- 
ner, and could not have mixed much in society before 
coming to Calcutta 

This was about the first week in August; and two or 
three days after O’Connor received his certificate from the 
Board of Examiners of passing in his second language, 
which would necessitate his proceeding to his station in 
the interior very shortly, About the same time we 
received information that our landlord was about to return 
from the “hills, and so we were driven to segk quarters 
elsewhere, _f 

Green and I had been, elected members of the United 
Service Club,—-a very excellent institution, where, con- 
sidering the comforts available, a‘ bachelorcan live more 
enonomically ,than anywhere ‘else.ve“(Calcutta, It was 
formerly exclusively for military when they got into 
Gifficulties, and a lot df civilians joined it, th 
ing its dissolution, while the amalgamation prov! 
pleasant socially. The*Club consists-of a number 
houses, in one ,of which are the” public rooms, while 
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others are set apart for chambers for members ‘residing 
permanently in Calcutta, and sleeping apartments for those 
only making a short stay. Stabling is also available. 
The rent of these is moderate; and I found that my Club 
bill, including eating and drinking, seldom exceeded 200 
rupees monthly, This was much more economical than 
the chummery. 

Morrison and O'Connor had found a resting-place else- 
where, The latter came to dine with me one evening, and 
over a cigar afterwards began to express regret at leaving 
Calcutta, and some fears as to the dulness of life alone 
in the Mofussil. I was somewhat interested as I under- 
stood his drift, and further amused when he proceeded to 
show a curiosity about the price of table-cloths, plated 
wate, ‘and other articles of domestic economy. 

‘Als that all this provident foresight should be need- 
less! Two days afterwards, all Calcutta knew he was a 
rejected suitor of Miss Cayter’s. He was so crestfallen that 
I really felt sincere sympathy with him, though this was 
somewhat abated when I discovered that he-attributed 
his failure, at any rate in part, to the castor-oil soup and 
the olive = if 

Early in sptonere left for the Mofyssil, and I saw no 
more of him Kora long time. But some three years -after . 
Thad a letter ffa S.Green, who was then at Delhi, and the 
father of two clifuréh, Miss Carter having consented to 
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had recéived him cordially, and, with natural matronly 
pride, sent for her two children to show him. “Ah,” said 
O'Connor, with a deep sigh, on seeing them, “they ought 
to have been mine.” 

The last three months of my stay in Calcutta passed 
very pleasantly. I became a member also of the Bengal 
Club, conducted on principles similar to those of the 
United Service, but open to men not in the services, This 
was frequented by the leading members of the mercan- 
tile community and the learned professions, with a good 
sprinkling of civilians. It was interesting, though not 
always satisfactory, to know what non-officials thought of 
official proceedings; and opinions were expressed here with 
very considerable freedom. Being up to this time in no 
way connected with any acts brought under criticism, I 
was able to listen with perfect impartiality; and ‘the 
impression I received was, that, speaking generally, ‘all 
official proceedings were wrong, at least from the point of 
view of non-officials, i 

On the whole, at this club there was more luxury, every- 
thing was more expensive; the whist points vere higher, 
and there was generally a more free expenditwire of money 
than at the other; and I think it was moye lively, On 
coming back to Calcutta a dozeh years aftpfwards, I found 
this still to be the case. pare 

' ‘ Towards the end of September the sni 
in’ in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, and this 
very: great difference in sthe daily life of the man of 
such as Iwas, I speedily became acquainted with a 


“shikarree,” who knew every inch of ground within 
& 
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radius of twenty miles round, and seldom took’ me out 
without affording me a chance of making a full bag. 
Snipe are very particular, and sometimes very capricious, in 
their choice of giound; and occasionally one may walk 
for hours without seeing a bird, and at another time bag 
sixteen or twenty brace without moving 200 yards, The 
shikarrees are exceedingly clever in discovering their 
favourite haunts, and thus, save one much weary wading 
thiough slush above one’s knees, an hour of which, with a 
hot October sun overhead, is a very serious matter. They 
generally have one or two boys with them who are better 
than any retrievers at picking up the dead game, I 
suppose the snipe-shooting round Calcutta is as good as 
any in the world,; and I have known four guns bring back, 
aftgr’five hour's’ shooting, 150 brace of snipe. They lie 
: ‘Bes, ibetween 11.30 and 2.30, the very hottest part of the 
day ; and the glare of the sun on the water in the, rice 
fields is very trying both to the eyes and the skin of 
the faca. Many a man’s eyesight has suffered from hig 
deyotion te this fascinating sport; and I felt-very pain- 
fully the sacrifice of my moustache for the sake of those 
confounded \theatuicals, as I lost the whole of the skin 
from both my lips, and they were in a very bad state for 
some time, ‘Qn the whole, I should say that before 
November the Fs is scarcely worth the candle, for till 
then the sun is*“hitensely hot, and the birds are not very 
numeroxis ; but after that there is, I think, compensation 
forall visk, 
About this time, too, military men who had taken leave 
to’Cashmir and other parts beyond the hills on “urgent 
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private attairs,” began to return with wonderful accounts. 
of the “ibex” and other rare animals they had slaughtered, 
stirring up a keen desire of sport in the breasts of the less. 
fortunate listeners. 

There was a freshness in the mornings and evenings 
which seemed to dispel, both in man and beast—that is to 
say, European man—the languor induced by the hot 
weather and the rainy season; and life became altogether 
more animated, At length, in December, the certificate 
reached me from the examiners, announcing that T had 
passed in my second language, Bengali, and was therefore 
fitted for service in the interior. 

In those days, when the miles of railway opened in 
the country were “easily counted” (edap/@uo1), the old 
rules relating to the time allowed for joining stations swéle + 
still in force; and these gave me one week for prepaltion 
and some thitty-five days or more for the journey, ' the 
district to which I was appointed “ Assistant Magistrate 
and Collector” being between 350 and 400 miles from 
Calcutta, ‘and the rate of progress demanded only ten 
miles a day, The railway helped me as far “as Bhaugul- 
pore,*considerably more than half-way on nty road ; and 
as this portion of my journey, would onfy occupy one 
day, I was, enabled to spend ‘the timg thus saved in 
Calcutta, to play in one or two “hatches, assist at 
Green’s wedding, and eat my Christmas di a house 
Where I left a portion of my heart, and where thdJeave- 
taking was the most serious thing I went through during 
this sojourn in the Indian metropolis. 







CHAPTER III. 
YOURNEY UP COUNTRY. 


BHAUGULPORE.—A MOFUSSIL BUNGALOW,—-HAPPY-GO-LUCKY PRO- 
GRESS TO PATNA.—STAY AT PATNA. 


ON the 26th of December, in the early morning, with a 
couple of cart-loads of baggage, two horses, and four 
servants, I found myself at the Howrah terminus of the 
E, B. Railway, and by 8 a.m. was tolliig along through 
the the flat swamps of the Hooghly district, disclosing wide-~ 
spreading and luxuriant rice crops, and many a snipey bit 
which it was irritating not to be able to try, 

‘My destination was Tirhoot, a district lying between the 
boufdaries of the Nepal kingdom and the Ganges. I had 
been pérguaded to apply for this by a friend whdse ac- 
quaintance,I had made at the Eton dinner given by Lord 
Canning at\Government House, on the great Eton anni- 
versary, the 4th of June, and where I had the honour of 
occupying one end of the table, as junior Etonian present. 
My friend, Bertram by | same, had been appointed as 
Additional Jv poer District, and had taken and 
furnished 4 \afgé house at Mozufferpore, the capital 
town, a he expected to remain there some time, and hall 
proceeded to join his appointment about a month before, 
Lat Calcutta. As far as Bhaugulpore my route was 

‘4y enough; but after that I had to trust to chance 
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about getting over the remaining 130 or 140 miles of my 
journey, , 

The train rolled on through vast alluvial plains till, about 
3 or 4 in the afternoon, we came among the jungle-covered 
hills of Rajmahal. They looked wild and lonely, the 
jungle growing densely on each side of the rail; and as 
the shades of evening closed in, I began to feel very solitary 
and full of regret for the animated though idle life I had left 
behind me. A retrospect showed me that I had spent ten 
months in acquiring a’mere smattering of the languages, 
and that I had learned nothing of the manners and cus- 
toms of the natives among whom my future life was to be 
spent, and no more of the active duties I had to perform, 
while I had got through a certain amount of money. I had 
certainly made many friends; but I was now leaving them 
all, and the chances were that scarcely any of them Would 
be left in Calcutta when I might next revisit it, such is the 
migratory character of Anglo-Indian society, 

However, these somewhat cheerless reflections were 
agreeably put an end to by my arrival at Bhaugulpore, 
where a contemporary fellow-civilian met me{ and hurried 
me off to his bungalow with eager hey He had 
passed his examinations some three months previously, 
and had been exercising the powers of a 






habitation was a bungalow with a thatched roof) very 
in the centre, and sloping, so as to cover a good-sized arga. 
The interior of this area was octupied by three largis 


56 Life in the Mofussil, 


rooms, while a strip some ten or twelve feet in width, 
running all round the four sides of these, formed a very 
spacious verandah. This verandah was broken up into 
various partitions on one side of the house by walls of 
bamboo matting, which made several convenient small 
1ooms, The seivants all lived in outhouses made of 
“cutcha pucka” masonry ; that is, bricks cemented together 
with mud, and thatched roofs, The kitchen and stables 
were of similar construction. 

For my accommodation a tent borrowed from the 
Magistrate had been erected, and so I passed my first 
night under canvas. During and after dinner, my host 
regaled me with an account of the many and various duties 
he had to perform; and before the evening was over I 
became quite cheered with a sense of my own importance, 
and eager to reach the tract of country where my personal 
official powers would commence, I was a little surprised 
the next day to find that his presence was not necessary 
at Cutchte , and that he would be able to devote himself 
to me; but ¥ afterwards discovered that all young civilians, 
who really haye very little official work—and very properly 
30—for the first six months after joining their stations, are 
nost anxious te impress upon others the importance of 
‘heir duties. 2 j'Linto the same way myself; and I recol- 

ZG 
ect a friend, wp Beene up to the North-west Provinces 
ome two months before this, writing to me that the work 
as “crushing.” All the same, I was very glad to have 
he , Benefit of his three months’ Mofussil experience to 
ssist me in forwarding my traps to Mozufferpore, and in 
elping ‘me on myself; for in most parts of India it is even 


@ 


Chance Progress. 57 


more necessary to “speed the parting” than “welcome the 
coming guest.” 

After a great deal of jabbering four “bailgarces” (bul- 
lock carts) were engaged for some very modetate sum, 
half of which had to be paid in advance, to take all but 
the things I wanted for use on my jouiney, direct to 
Mozufferpore, which they hoped to reach in ten days; and 
my horses started with them. They left about mid-day, 
and we were free to devote the afternoon to seeing the 
station, by which I mean the civil station of Bhaugulpore, 
and not the railway te:minus, 

At the Collector's housé we found a lot of people playing 
quoits before sunset, among them the Resident Railway 
Engineer, who said he could send me by “trolly” to 
Jamalpore, some thirty miles along the line (in course of 
construction) next day, and further, give me a letter to 
the next engineer, This suited me exactly, 

We had a very pleasant evening at the Collector's, 

* who gave us hospitality in the shape of dinner; and the 
next morning at sunrise I started to walk over a short 
break in the railway, and before nine was being pushed 
along by coolies at the rate of six miles an hour. It was a 
lovely day, and the mode of progression very pleasant; and 







for any distante. I found a young officer, who wa 
His way noith-westward as best he could, had also 
accommodated with a seat on the trolly, and he proved 
very pleasant companion, : 

All went smoothly till we reached a place called Sultan- 
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A id 
gunge, where there was a break in the line, and from which 
point our coolies said they must take back the trolly, as 
they had oiders to do so. On this a certain babel of 
tongues arose, to which my companion contributed some 
very vigorous English, when suddenly a European under- 
official of the line appeared, and told us that an engine 
was going on to Jamalpore about three in the afternoon, 
and we could get on that. This settled matters satis- 
factoitly, and shortly after sunset I proceeded to climb the 
hill through which the Jamalpore tunnel runs, and at the 
top of which my host for the night resided. My‘ com- 
panion walked on into the town of Monghyr, only four 
miles distant, where he had friends, 

At the house on the hill I was received as if I had been 
an {ntimate friend of the family. My host was married, 
andjall the rooms in his bungalow were occupied, but a 
portfon of the verandah was quickly converted into a room 
e erection of some bamboo mats, in which I was 
o pass the night very comfortably. The next 
day was Suday and wet; and as my host had somewhat 
Sabbatical tendencies my departure was postponed until 
the Monday ‘morning. The desire of entering upon my 
official duties Was now strong within me, and I found this 
delay very Re? to say nothing of the natural dulness 

ny 





of a wet Su a Mofussil bungalow. Early on the 
Monday I was forwarded by “trolly” to the next engineer's; 
but though I reached this by the middle of the day, my 
next host, possibly with the desire of a companion for 
dinner, let me understand that I could by no means get 
forward until the following day. He made himself very 
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agreeable, however, and had a good many stories to tell 
of encountets with tigers, which are very numerous if 
the jungly hills through which the line runs, They ap- 
peared to be very fond of coming on the line itself; 
but being very inexperienced in these matters I felt 
some of the incredulity of ignotance as to some of his 
details, 

The next day, the 31st of December, I rode five miles 
on a rather vicious pony toa large river, the Joas, over 
which I was ferried, the bridge not being completed, and 
on the other side found the next engineer, who had come 
to look at the works. He had a horse and a palanquin 
with him, but made the latter over to me, and sent me 
in it to his house at Malpore, some sixteen miles fur- 
ther, and said he would follow on’horseback. We artived 
at his house almost simultaneously and found the regular 
Mofussil one o'clock breakfast awaiting us, for which I at 
any rate had a keen appetite. My host was really the 
prince of good fellows; as to going any further that day, 
it was, he said, simply out of the question, It-was the last 
day of the old year; some neighbéwing engincers were 
coming to dinner, and I must assist in {welcoming in 
the 1st of January, He had a veiy fair billiard table, and 
the afternoon passed by mo means disa; 

About six the guests arrived—fousn neers and the 
doctor of that part of the line. Two of the 
the latter were Scotchmen, as might have been expetted ; 
indeed such a proportion of that nationality, under 
circumistances, may be considered small, Their appearance 
was not what one would call polished, for there were no 
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European ladies within a pretty good circumference, and 
men do not dress for each other, However, they were all 
men of education, and had seen professional service in 
many parts of the world. The doctor, a very weather- 
beaten old fellow, had been everywhere; and his conver- 
sation was both instructive and amusing, I wish I could 
recollect some of it, but after dinner the talk became some- 
what fast and furious, 

At midnight we welcomed in the New Year, and after 
singing “Auld lang syne,” with more vigour than tune, 
I turned into a palanquin belonging to my host, which 
was to convey me some nine miles to the house of one 
of the guests, where his palki and bearers would be at 
my service. At this place, called Chunar, I arrived 
between two and three in the morning; and the bearers, 
with the usual izsouciance of natives, set the palki down 
on the left edge of the road, which was an embanked one, 
with deep ditches on both sides, They there woke me 
suddenly. by rapping on the outside of the palki, and 
intimated bat I must get out and change mine for! 
that of the ‘Chunar Sahib.’ I opened by chance the 
left-hand sliding doors, got out hastily in the dark, and 
rolled at once ‘into the ditch, It was luckily quite dry ; 
but the shog fou startling, and I gave one of my 
knees a sprait#Wuich I felt for months afterwards, This 
was, I helieve, the only contretemps that befell me on ne 
happy-go-lucky journey. 

I was naturally very angry, and this induced the coolies 
to bestir themselves more than they otherwise would, to 
get the other palki ready, so that in a very short time I 
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was again en voute for Barh, my next halting-place, 
about seventeen miles distant. 

This I reached about 8 a.m., and was deposited at the 
bungalow of the deputy magistrate, who received me with 
hospitality similar to that I had experienced allalong, He 
had been in the army, but had come to the conclusion that 
the peaceful life of a civilian, even though in the “ uncove- 
nanted ” servicé, was preferable to the harassments-of war ; 
and so some years previdusly, when examinations had not 
been thought of, and such transfers were easily made, had 
succeeded in getting the exchange he desired, and seemed, 
I thought, contented. 

To me Barh appeared the dullest place that it was 
possible for a civilized being to inhabit. It is a, good- 
sized native town on the right bank of the Ganges, 
some forty-two miles from Patna. There was one other 
European official there, a subordinate in the Opium De- 
partment, and this was all the society he and his wife had, 
The social qualifications of natives are, in relation to Euro- 
peans “nil,” as I shall perhaps be able to show hereafter, 
Being the rst of January, it was a holiday, and his office was 
closed, so he would much have liked to keap me there for 
the day ; but I had become imbued with ay nse of the ne- 
cessity of pressing on to my own work— te age there really 
was no urgent necessity—and would ‘iot peapersuaded to 
stop. Anglo-Indians in out-of- -the-way places w that 
they do you a service in sending you on quickly, an&feel 
that their desire to keep yéu is really more for their o%p 
benefit than yours ; so, with a spirit of true hospitality, the 
advent of breakfast was accelerated, his palki was ordered, 
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and by ten o’clock I was oncé more ¢ route, and furnished 
with provisions for the day. 

The speed and endurance of these Behar “ palki 
bearers" is extraordinary. By 4.30 p.m. I was at the 
entrance of the Patna bazaar, some nine miles in length, 
and thirty-three miles from Barh} thus they had.brought 
me at an average rate of over four milés an hour, including 
a stoppage of over half an hour for their midday meal. 
It is true, I was a light weight; but I once with a friend 
tried to carry an empty palki, and found it so galling to 
the shoulder that I could not get beyond a few yards, 
while these men, who lived on little else than rice, could 
carry a loaded one over forty miles, at the rate mentioned 
above., There were sixteen of them, and four at a time 
carried the palki, the remaining twelve resting themselves, 
if so it may be called, by running along side it, 

Extraordinary as this may appear, people get so accus- 
tomed to the fact, that they look upon the palli in the 
same light as any other conveyance, and show little con- 
sideration fer their human beasts of burden. Indeed, I 
have known young officers put a stone or two of ammu- 
nition in addition to the other necessary articles they had 
with them "f\,the conveyance, on the chance of sport 
by the war SugPeaThe skin on the shoulders of these men 
becomes thig¥ dia Ward like that of a rhinoceros. 

The last portion of my journey through the bazaar was 
anything but pleasant; the dust was choking, and the 
stench of oil and rancid ghee was overpowering. It being 
the cold weather too, a great number of wood fires were 
lighted, the wood being by preference damp, and emitting 
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a most ‘pungent smoke, hostile indeed to mosquitoes, but 
veny trying to the eyes and sense of smell, The latter, I 
imagine, natives do not possess, or only in some very 
modified form. 

At length, after nine miles of native huts, smells, and 
noises, without seeing one, single European, I reached, 
about 6.30, the old “ Foujdari Cutcherry” (Criminal Court, 
House), in a portion of which my next host had taken 
up his residence. He was a civilian, Rawlinson by name, 
like my friend of Bhaugulpore, who had passed his exami- 
nations some three months previously, and had been for 
that period in the exercise of his official duties. 

On arrival I found him absent, “at the Commissioner 
Sahib’s,” his bearer told me; and so I had time for a bath, 
always available in an Anglo-Indian establishment, and by 
the time of his return was clean and clothed and in the 
tight mind for dinner. 

The principal feature in the entertainment seemed to be 
the multitude of bats of all sizes, which were attracted by , 
the lights in our reom, from all parts of the huge old 
building, and gyrated in orbits of varyingy dimensions 
round the table above our heads, One small fellow finally 
deposited himself in my host's soup, whereatN| was some- 
what disgusted ; but he, being a bit of a xq ‘uralist, wad” 
much interested, bade me observe that the ct \ature had 
only fainted, requested me to watch the detail: Nof its 
recovery, which duly took place in a few minites, and he : 
then released it to resume its gyrations as befére, *  * \ 

After dinner, over a cigar, I was initiated into some of * 
the details of Patna life and society. This place is the 
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metropolis of the province of Behar, and, with the neigh- 
bouring military station of Dinapore, separated only by 
some six miles of good road, contains a larger European 
population than any other Mofussil station in Bengal 
proper. : : 

The province of Behar is divided into six districts or 
counties, containing an aggregate area of 23,732 square 
miles, and a population, according to the census of 1872, of 
13,123,529, All this is presided over by the Commissioner 
of Patna, in which place he has his head-quarters, though 
he is expected to devote a certain portion of each year to 
the personal inspection of the districts and various offices 
under his charge. As may be supposed, he is a great man; 
for though he is not a law-giver, he is the administrator of 
this vast area; and the only official intervening between 
him and the Governor-General of India, is the Lieutenant- 
Sper: of Bengal. He has also, it is trué, to obey the 
orders of the Revenue Board in revenue matters; but he 
is not ltogether bound by red tape, and is entrusted with 
a generatysupervision and control which is conveniently 
indefinite, and gives him great power. For the perform- 
ance of his\arduous duties, he draws a salary of 3,000 
rupees, equ: Ato 4300 monthly, plus a consolidated travel- 
ling alle % ths of 250 rupees, or $25 a month for touring 
expensest pees 

The/present Commissioner, I was informed, was a 
gepffleman .of mature age and experience, with, amonty 
ther qualifications, two marriageable daughters, a matter 
of some importance in the Mofussil. 

The next dignitary in point of rank and emoluments was 
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the Opitm Agent. This functionary exercised conttol 
over this great Government monopoly in the provinces of 
Behar and Bhaugulpore. The interests in his charge were 
large; but the duties, as far as I could learn, seemed to 
inyolve merely probity, and not much work, The appoint- 
ment appeared to me to be kept for such as desired, and 
possibly deserved, ottum cum dignitate, The present man 
lived a quiet, retired fife,and I do not think had much 
influence on the social life of Patna. 

Next in order came the Civil and Sessions Judge, the 
Collector-Magistrate, the Joint Magistrate, and the 
Assistant Magistrate (my host), all covenanted civilians. 
* There were also the Doctor, or Civil Surgeon, who had, of 
course, served some time with a regiment; the Executive 
Engineer, the local official of the P.W.D. (Public Works 
Department, irreverently interpreted the Public Waste 
Department by those who are not members of that branch 
of the service); two Deputy Collectors, members of the 
uncovenanted service; three or four subordinate officers 
of the Opium Department, and several railway officials, 
To these must be added the Staff officers at Dinapore, 
with those of the regiments quartered there; and it will 
be seen that Patna contained, with these and theip female 
dependants, large and varied European social/élements, 
I have not mentioned the native officers, a8°T did not 
make their acquaintance on this occasion, and they count 
for nothing socially. 

My host was more of a naturalist than a spottsmép, and 
only kept one quadruped for necessary locomotion ; so the 
next morning we started after our “chota hazri” to walk 
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to the European portion of the station, called Bathkipore, 
situated about half a mile distant. The narrow road of 
the native portion of the town here widens out into a 
spacious plain of a circular shape, which formed the race- 
course, There is scarcely a station in Bengal without this 
means of providing for our favourite national amusement, 
Around this are situated the residences of the Europeans, 
the Church, and some of the Law Courts; and the open 
green space, with its fine trees, is very refreshing to the 
eye after the long, dusty, narrow bazaar, 

On making our ‘way to the 1ace-course, we found a 
remaikably stout gentleman pounding round it on a very 
strong-built Australian horse, He pulled up on seeing us, 
and saluted my companion, who introduced me to him as 
the judge, It seemed to me somewhat curious that this 
very heavy individual should be the only member of the 
Patna society who cared for equestrian exercise; but I 
found that in his youth he had been of slender dimensions 
and a rider of steeple-chases; and as we conversed, it 
transpired that he had passed a good many years in the 
district of Tirhoot, to which I was appointed, and he gave 
me glowing accounts of the fine riding country and the 
sport and sportsmen, 1 should find there. Our meeting 
ended with an invitation to dinner that evening, and we 
went on to pay our respects to the Commissioner, Mr, 
Coldham, 

Him we found hard at work, with bundles of papers tied 
with red tape before him, in his “dufter khana,” or 
library, the name given by natives to the room kept in 
the house of every official for writing purposes, and where, 
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thanks td the absence of housemaids, the most comfortable 
untidiness exists. 

I was prepared to treat the great man with reserved 
respect, for he would be practically my supreme ruler for 
some time to come, and much depended on his opinion 
and consequent reports of me, He, however, grecled me 
right cordially, asked a good many questions about my 
journey, and appeared amused al the route I had taken, 
as I might have come by the regular “dak gairee” (car- 
ilage seivice) from Raneegunge through Gya. All the 
time he was talking he was taking up bundle after 
bundle, and after making short notes on some, throwing 
them into a large basket placed on the ground, while others 
he reserved for more elaborate orders, This I wondered, 
at at the time, for some of the bundles so unceremoni 
ously treated were at least a foot thick; but I after 
wards got into the secret of this method of working, and 
found that a very big bundle can often be temporarily 
disposed of by a routine order. 

Presently, on a summons, a chuprassic (“badge-wearer," 
official servant paid by Government) appeared, and carried 
off the basket, overflawing with the bundles, which would 
be emptied at the Commissioner’s Cutcherry by his head 
assistant, and the contents distributed to the various clerks, 
who would claboratt short orders into formal Ieticrs, 
which, when faired, would be returned to Mr, Coldham for 
signature, and then forwarded to the vatious officials for 
whom they were intended, . 

‘We now took our leave, Mr, Coldham telling us that his 
wife and daughters would be delighted to sce us to after. 
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noon tea and croquet; and on our way home Rawlinson 
informed me that I might look forward to a very pleasant 
afternoon. It was now time to think of bath and break- 
fast; and we were returning for the purpose, when a dog- 
cart caught us up on the main road, the occupant of which 
proved to be Alison, the Magistrate and Collector, He 
asked us to come and breakfast with him as soon as we 
were dressed; and so my first day at Patna was pretty 
well filled up with hospitality. 

Alison's bungalow was smal! but comfortable, and 
situated on the edge of what, in the rainy season, was the 
mighty rushing stream of the Ganges; but at this time 
was a vast expanse of undulating sand, with here and 
there channels of water half dried up, an alluvial formation 
called in this part of the world a “deara,” and in Lower - 
and Eastern Bengal a “chur.” It was this Deara, and 
the at present comparatively attenuated river, which 
separated Patna from my own district, the palm-trees of 
which I could see waving on the opposite bank, some six 
or seven miles distant. 

T found Alison a most pleasant host, full of interest in 
his work, and at the same time with a keen capacity for 
enjoyment. Afterwards he and I became excellent friends ; 
but on the present occasion the conversation was prin- 
cipally on the subject of some decision of Rawlinson’ 
which Alison had reversed. _ Rawlinson being his assistant 
with what was then called “no powers,” all appeals from 
his decisions lay to him. It seemed that Rawlinson had 
convicted one Nazir Baksh of assaulting one Peer Baksh, 
and had fined him five rupees, or ten shillings, whereas 
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Alison was of opinion that no assault had taken place. 
Rawlinson was rather hot on the subject, and his very 
keen interest in the matter seemed overstrained. 

After breakfast my two companions went off to their 
respective offices, and I was left to my own resources for a 
time. Not for long, however, for it was scarcely two hours 
before Rawlinson returned, and we sat talking over various 
matters until it was time to go the Commissioner's, 

“What have you been doing to-day ?” I asked, 

“Oh! those everlasting assault cases, They come in 
shoals, and it would seem as if they weie brought simply 
to give the chota saldb (little gentleman) something to do, 
It’s weary, weary work ; and I long to pass my examina- 
tion in March, and get powers to try something of more 
importance, They are nearly all false. In some of them 
there is perhaps a substratum of truth; but in many 
there is none whatever, If a man or woman have a 
spite against another, their favourite method of gratifying 
it is by bringing a case in court against them, If of a 
sufficiently high class to male their own appeaiance in 
court disagreeable, they make their servants complain 
against their enemies themselves, or their servants, 

“Here is an instance that occurred only ten days ago, 
A case was referred to me for trial in which the complaint 
was to the effect that a respectable mookhtyar (criminal 
court attorney), by name Nubbce Baksh, had been severely 
assaulted by two men, Pultoo Singh and Jecbun Mali, at 
the instigation of a man called Bahadur Ali, that he was 
lying at death’s door, and could not come to Court to give 
evidence, Alison probably suspected gross exaggeration 
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in the case, or he would not have made it ovér to me, 
However, at the request of the mookhtyar in charge of 
the case, I went purposely down to the bazaar to record 
his deposition, He was bandaged round the head, and 
there was a good deal of blood on it, and he seemed in 
great pain. The rest of his body was covered with a 
blanket; and being a young hand, I felt shy about 
examining him too particularly. 

“His story was to the effect that he was coming home 
from Court the previous day with some valuable docu- 
ments, and a sum of about twenty-five rupees in his girdle, 
when Pultoo Singh and Jeebun Mali set upon him with 
“Jatties” (bamboo clubs), knocked him down, kicked him, 
and carried off his turban, his waist-cloth, his money, and 
his documents. He recognised his assailants as two bad 
characters who lived in the bazaar, After recording this, 
I considered it advisable to report the matter to Alison, 
who merely remarked, ‘Has he been examined by the civil 
surgeon?’ ‘No,’ I said; ‘I had not thought of that.’ 

**VYou should very seldom,’ he said, ‘believe a com- 
plainant is really badly hurt until you have medical testi- 
mony to that effect.’ 

“The civil surgeon accordingly, at my request, went 
down without warning to the complainant's house; but 
delays were made about his seeing him when he got there, 
and before he could get into his room he had bolted, 
After this, I made the best inquiies I could into the 
matter, and I ascertained what I believe now to be the 
truth, viz, that Bahadur Ali, the alleged instigator of the 
assault, is the brother of Hyder Ali, the employer of 
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Nubbee ‘Baksh ; that the two brothérs are quarrelling about 
a piece of garden land situated between their two houses, 
and a few days ago their respective gardeners had a quar- 
rel about some floweis they cach wished to gather. Hyder 
Ali, at the advice of Nubbee Baksh, then got up this case, 
intending to make out that the documents in question 
were the title-deeds of the land, and thus hoping not only 
to spite Bahadur Ali by getling his servants Pultoo and 
Jeebun punished, but also to lay the foundation of a suit 
in the Civil Court. 

" Alison has ordered Nubbee Baksh to be prosecuted for 
‘perjury; but he scems to think that the two brothers will 
come to terms, and that it will be very difficult to get evi- 
dence sufficient for a committal.” 

“ Alison's experience helped you out of that pretty 
well,” I said; “and yet you seemed very much annoyed 
at his reversing the decision in the case we were talking 
about at breakfast.” 

“Yes; but that was a different kind of case altogether. 
He may be right; but it is not even supposed that there 
was any cause for the complaint except the actual assault, 
and it was merely a question of the quality of the evi- 
dence, Now I had scen the witnesses, and observed their 
demeanour, and I felt confident that in this case they 
were describing what they had actually seen. Alison had 
only seen the record ; and in such a case, unless there is 
something: really tangible to go on, I think he should 
hesitate to disregard the opinions of the officer originally 
trying the case, 

“Tt is of course right that there should be appeals on 
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both facts and law from the decisions of us juveniles ; but 
I have little doubt that in India the system is caried 
much too far, both in civil and criminal matters, You 
will understand this better when you have seen more of 
the work, I only hope that at Mozufferpore you will get 
a greater variety than I do here; but in a big town like 
this these petty cases are legion, and as all the other offi- 

‘ cials are useful in other ways, as having higher ‘powers, 
it is very natural they should all be made over to me, 

“But it is time to go to the Commissioner's There is 
the station bath in his grounds, and being an Eton man— 
you must swim. | We will send our clothes, and dress there 
alter croquet, and go straight to the Judge Sahib's, which 
is close by.” 

At the Commissioner's we found several people assem- 
bled, with, “méradile dictu,” an almost equal number of both 
sexes, We were soon set to work at croquet under the 
directions of the Commissioner's daughters, two bright-eyed 
young ladies, whose rosy complexions showed they were not 
long from England ; and Mrs, Coldham was dispensing tca 
at a table set out on the lawn,—if the term lawn may be 
applied to the miserable grass that grows in Indian “com- 
pounds” in the plains,—when suddenly an ayah appeared 
on the verandah of the bungalow, which covered a good 
large area, there being’ no upper story, and screamed out 
something which I did not catch, but which caused every- 
body to rush to the house, myself with the rest. 

We reached a toom which turned out to be Mrs, 
Coldham’s bedroom, and on looking in I saw, comfortably 
lying on the bed, a cow, who had settled herself there, quite 
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regardless of the ayah’s distress, and appeaicd to enjoy 
the elasticity of her 1esting-place—a new spring couch just 
impoited from England. The room extended the ‘whole 
breadth of the house, and at the othcr side opened on 
another grass plat, where Coldham’s cows were kept. The 
animal had got in from there, and was specdily though 
cautiously ejected. JHindoo cattle, though so meekk-look- 
ing with their large, gentle eyes, gre exceedingly imperti- 
nent and obtrusive, They are left to cater mostly for 
themselves, and their powers of making their way into 
the most carefully-guaided enclosures is almost unlimited, 
This animal was no exception to the general rule 

There was a good deal of laughter over the incident, 
and then Coldham walked me up and down and gave me 
some good advice in a very kind manner, 

“From one or two things you let fall this morning,” 
he said, “I am afraid you will be liable to a feeling of 
disillusion and “disappointment when you first commence 
work, Your duties at the outset will not be of very great 
public importance ; and, as you yourself will understand, it 
is quite right they should not be so. But they will give 
you plenty of oppo:tunities of learning the language and 
‘gdining experience; and if you use these properly, by the 
time you have passed both your examinations you will be 
a really valuable Government seiviint. And you should 
make up your mind to pass your examinations as speedily 
as possible, Itis dry work, grinding up Acts and Codes, 
but it must be done; and it is far less weary work 
to use energy and pass your exams, on the first possible 
occasion, than to fail and have to go over old ground, 
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and be kept to the same petty work for another six* months. 
You should recollect also, that after passing your first 
exam, you get an extra 50 rs. a month pay, and after the 
second a further 50 rs, making your salary 500rs,; and if 
reported fit in other yespects you are invested with ‘full 
powers,” You must read your codes to find out what ‘full 
powers’ mean: We shall hope to see you.over here in 
March, when your first chance will arrive, though I shall 
not expect you to pass then; but you will have to be, 
examined, that'we may see whether you have learned any- 
thing or nothing,” 

" It was now time to go to the bath, and Rawlinson, reluc- 
tantly leaving the society of the Misses Coldham, strolled 
there with me. This is an institution at most Indian sta- 
tions; and it is a great luxury to be able to take a plunge 
and refresh oneself with a swim before making a toilet 
for dinner. This was a good-sized masonry bath, with a 
platform for dressing at one end, the whole covered with 
thatch and protected by mat walls, It was filled from a 
well in the garden, from which the water was drawn by 
a small Persian wheel, worked by a couple of bullocks, + 

A melancholy incident had occurred here the previous 
hot weather. A young guest of Coldham’s had somalia 
after dark, undressed himself with eager haste to plunge 
into the cool water, and jumped into the bath head fore- 
most, which, through the negligence of the gardener who 
attended to it, had been left empty. Death was apparently 
instantaneous. It cast quite a gloom over the place at the 
time; and since then the bath has never been empty after 
dark, 
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On this evening the water was too cold to allow of any 
dawdling; and Rawlinson and myself soon found ourselves 
vat the Judge's, with quite a keen appetite for dinner, We 
met Alison at the door with a roll of music under his 
arm, and in the drawing-room, very much to R.’s delight, 
found the two Miss Coldhams, There were also present 
a young officer from Dinapore, and a Deputy Magistrate 
with his wife and daughter, Mr. Mrs, and Miss Pease, 

Mrs. Lawson evidently took pride in the management 
of her house; and the arrangements, I should say, were 
superior to those in most Mofussil establishments, The 
details of the dinner were very similar to those in, Calcutta, 
even down to the ornamental batavee nimbo; and this 
comparison implies high praise, There was of course no 
ice; but at this season it was cold enough to prevent its 
absence being seriously felt, 

It fell to my lot to sit next Miss Pease, a young lady 
who had never been out of India, I found, and whose 
subjects of conversation were therefore somewhat limited. 
Her father had come out as second officer in a merchant 
vessel, some twenty-five years previously ; and, finding a 
friend at court, had obtained an appointment in the uncove- 
Magted service, He had not been able to send his daughter 
home, and she had been educated at a convent near Cal- 
cutta; and her expérience of the sworld was confined to 
the country between that place and Patna, her father having 
been stationed at Bhaugulpore and Monghyr in previous 
years, He had been in his present appointment for some 
years,‘and his daughter's social horizon scemed to be 
bounded by the neighbouring town of Dinapoor. 
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I was entirely out of this of course, and it was fértugatey 
that the young office: was her neighbow gn the other side,’ 
They soon plunged into such peisonal gossip that I almost 
fancied myself once more on board ship, I was a little 
startled to hear him regretting the “good old times,” when, 
if a servant within the limits ‘of cantonments mishchaved 
himself, his master or mistress merely sent him with a note 
to the cantonment magistrate, requesting that the bearer 
mught receive twenty lashes; which request was granted as 
a matte: of course “ Now,” he said, “ you can’t get a man 
pumshed without a regular case, just as if he were an Euro- 
pean.” 

Miss Pease, whether from courtesy or conviction, ap- 
peared quite to agree with her interlocutor, 

“But,” I interposed, “you surely would not have a 
man flogged simply on the er-parte statement of his em, 
ployer” 4 

“Ohl” he replied,”“ you civilians always stand bp for 
these niggers. Of course they obey, you because they 
know your power, but now they are perfectly well.aware 
that they can get the Jaw of us, and” they treat us just as 
they like. You ask anybody who is not in your’ set. 
vice.” wae 

“My dear Wiliams,” said Lawson, who had ovetheditd 
this, “you treat your Servants well, and they will do the 
same by you. You-young fellows come out from England 
and kick these poor submissive creatures about as if they 
had no feeling, either mental or physical. You would not 
dare to do it at home; and yet you expect these pedple to. 
do all sorts of things for you that you would not venture 
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to ask dn English servant to do. ‘It's a way you have in 
the army, and I think it fully accounts for the very low 
character borne by regimental se1vants.” 

“You're a Judge Sahib,” sald Williams, “and all the 
natives kowtow to you.” And it seemed impossible to 
get beyond this point with him, 

After dinner we had some very good music. Mrs, Law- 
son had maitied late, and therefore had time to obtain more 
of the advantages of “ Westein civilization” than young 
girls who come out to their parents at seventeen. Alison, 
too, sang really well. Rawlinson seemed happy with the 
Miss Coldhams, Alison at length gave us a lift home 
behind his fast-trotting mare, 

“Fraid lines,” I said, “for poor Miss Peasc, never to have 
been home to England.” 

“ She does not miss pleasure she has never experienced,” 
said Alison ; “and moreover she is going to be martied to 
a member of our service, who is at present in charge of the 
subdivision of Sasseram, He is all alone there without a 
white face near him, and her father was sent down to do 
some settlement work.' He took his wife and daughter. 
with him, and I suppose they both appeared as angels to 
ee Smith in his solitude, They arc to be married next 

onth. She doubtless has much the best of the bargain ; 
and I date say, when he gets into olvilized society again he 
will regret it, and I have almost ventured to hint as ituch 
toyhiin, but without effect. I have seen one of two casos 
of ‘the sort, You and Rawlinson will have to undergo a 
similat ¢ourse; and before you plunge I should recommend 
you to think of your people athome. I*have tnyself felt 
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the influence of loneliness. Here we are. I won*t come 
in, Good-night.’? 

In Calcutta I had made the acquaintance of the Joint 
Magistiate of Tirhoot, Darville, who had promised to help’ 
me over pait of the thirty-five miles of road between 
Hajeepore, on the opposite bank of the Ganges, and 
Mozufferpore, I had informed him of my arrival at 
Patna, and I now found a note asking me to be at Gooriah 
Ghat, half-way on the road, by the following evening. 

Rawlinson told me I need not start till midday, and he 
would get me a palki and bearers, 
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By noon the palki and sixteen bearcis were ready for 
me, and Rawlinson himself prepared to accompany me as 
far as the ghat, or place of embatcation for crossing the 
Ganges. Here we said good-byc, and I was once more 
left alone with my “native beasts of burden.” The hos- 
pitality of Patna had been extreme; but I was glad to be 
on my way again to the scene of my own labours; and the 
ferrymen and bearers, knowing that I was a “hakim” 
(governor), though only in embryo so far, were very 
deferential. There were a few other passengers in the 
boat, two or three women among them, who had been 
Shattering away till we appeared, but who on sceing ius 
drew their “chaddars” (female linen garment of groat 
length; wound round the head and hody) round their facts 
and retired to the further end of the boat. The male 
travellers also got as far away as they could. 

It is not satisfactory to experience the constraint which 
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‘a white face “produces wherever it appears in afi assem- 
blage of natives. u 

The progress of a Ganges ferry-boat is of the slowest. 
Indeed they are the clumsiest things conceivable, and I 
have often wondered why improved boats have not been 
invented ; but the Ganges is a troublesome river to deal 
with, and vessels suitable for one season do not do for 
another, At this time of the year the 1iver had divided 
itself into three channels, and we had to disembark three 
times, the distance to be traversed on sand in one case 
being over three miles. My horses would have to cross 
some fifty or sixty miles lower down, and it was a mystery 
to me how the animals could get into such boats, the sides 
of which bulge out into semicircles, and the thwarts of 
which are so close together that a very small space is left 
to jump between, 1 

At length, after three hours’ rowing, bumping, punting, 
and walking, we reached the Hajeepoor Ghat on the oppo- 
site bank; and when the jabbering inseparable from a fresh 
start had been got through, I found myself once more 
swinging along to the monotonous chant of the beaiers at 
a little over four miles an hour. 

It grew dark soon after we started ; but I had sufficient 
time to observe that instead of the dry, cracked, mud plains 
of the Patna district, capable of growing the heavy rice 
only, and which in the dry cold season are perfectly bare, 
we were passing through crops of oats, linseed, and pulse, 
with frequent plantations of the castor-oil plant, which 
attains a very considerable height. 

T was very glad about 9 p.m. to reach the Gooriah Ghat 
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dak bungalow. Dak bungalows ate buildings etected by 
Government at certain places along the road for the 
convenience of European travellers, and are absolutely 
necessary in the absence of inns and innkeepers, of whose 
extortions we are so apt to complain in the West, They 
are generally placed under the charge of a khansamar 
who receives a small salary, and is supposed to make his 
profit as a “licensed victualler.” Government charges one 
rupee, or two shillings, for the ‘use of the bungalow by 
each traveller. 

That at Gooriah Gh4t consisted of thice small rooms, 
covered by a thatched roof, and with a short verandah on 
two sides, Outside I observed the dog-cart of Darville, 
the Joint Magistrate, who had come to meet me, and inside 
I found its owner reading by the light of a candle stuck in 
a bottle. The number of visitors was not large, and the 
resources of the place were small. 

The khansamar was able to provide me with a skinny 
fowl, which, by the way, took refuge under my chair before 
being killed for my meal (Darville had expected me 
earlier, and dined previously), and some “ chupaities” 
made of “sujee” (flour ground coarse, and water); and off 
this and some potted meat, which Darville had brought 
with him, I feasted with a fair appetite, He had been mind- 
ful of tea, sugar, and a candle, but had forgotten bread, 

He was glad to have some ore to talk to, anduto> 
hear the Calcutta and Patna news; but the one candle did, 
not admit of a late sitting, and so we turned in by half- 
‘past ten, , é i 

The bed-furniture struck me as scanty, There was a 
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mattress and a pillow, and mosquito curtains, buf nothing 
in the shape of sheets, blankets, or pillow cases; and I was 
glad that I had brought a couple of railway rugs with 
me, Sleep, however, came very willingly to this not very 
luxurious couch; and I was quite surprised when Darville 
woke me up at the screech of dawn, gaying he wished to 
make as early a start as possible. 

Tea was soon ready, and after paying my bill, amount- 
ing to three shillings, including the Government charge, 
we walked tq the ghat of the little river, which is here 
only some twenty yards wide, and across which the dog- 
cart, with the horse harnessed to it, was ferried in a sort of 
raft boat. . 

The road was of a light sandy soil, overgrown with short 
grass, which keeps the surface well bound together, and 
sufficiently hard for the traffic to which it is subjected. 
We had only seventeen miles to go, but to do this we 
made use of three horses; and I found it was the Tirhoot 
custom not to drive a horse a dak, or stage, of more 
than five miles. In comparison with the rest of Bengal, it 
is a great district for roads, but they are none of them 
metalled, and get heavy in the very dry season and the 
height of the rains, Horses, too, can be kept cheaply, and 
as the planters dotted about the country all keep a large 
number, and help each other when required, a “dak,” as 
the expression is, of twenty horses can be laid for one 
hundred miles without much difficulty. Darville had two 
of his own horses out, and one belonging to a planter, 
Colville by name, whose factory was quite close to Mozuf- 
ferppre, 
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The country as we drove along was quite flat and un- 
interesting, though there is no doubt that Tirhoot consists 
of a series of undulations, but they scarcely strike the eye, 
as the elevations in most cases are probably not over three 
or four feet. Such a rise, however, makes all the difference 
in the nature of the crops that the soil can grow, as water 
lodges in the depressions, and makes them fit for rice 
only. 

Our conversation turned naturally on the station society, 
and I found it consisted .of the following elements: the 
Judge, who was just about to retire, and a new man was 
expected in his place; the Additional Judge, Bertram, with 
whom I was going to chum; the Collector, Blake, with his 
wife and some young children; the Doctor, Macpherson, 
with a very charming wife, and no children; the Clergyman 
and his wife; the planter, above mentioned, with his wife 
and family; A Deputy Magistrate and a Deputy Opium 
Agent, with large families; and the planter’s doctor, 

Many planters were frequently coming in on business, 
and had leased a bungalow in the station, which they had 
formed into a club, 

Last, but by no means least: was the manager, of the 
estate of the young Rajah of Durbhungah, which had been 
taken under the care of Government, and who was sup- 
pésed to reside at Durbhungah, which may be called the 
capital of the property, but who passed the greater portion 
of his time in a palatial mansion at Mozufferpdre, called 
Secundrapore, and was of great importance in assisting the 
station festivities. , 

About 9 a.m, we entered the town of Mozufferporea the 
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breadth of the road at this its southein side, and an avenue 
of tall trees, rendering the appearance of the bazaar huts 
specially insignificant ; and after about a mile of this de- 
bouched on to the plain which exists in nearly all Bengal 
stations, at the fuither side of which appeaied three houses 
—one Darville’s, one the Doctor’s, the third being empty: 
On our left was the dak bungalow ; on our right, the racket 
court, the Judge’s new Cutcherry (Couit House), the Fouj- 
dari Cutcherry, in which Darville dispensed criminal justice 
(and where I should at first be principally occupied), and 
further on the main bazaar of the town. ; 
Darville rather apologized for the appearance of his 
house ; and externally it did look a little tumble-down ; but 
inside the rooms were large and comfoitable enough, and 
at the back was an expanse of water called the “lake,” 
which had formerly been the main bed of the Gunduk; but 
the river, with the usual caprice of Bengal streams, had 
turned off to the north, after passing round a piece of 
rather high land which formerly formed the race-course, 
and on which the above-mentioned mansion of Secundra-~ 


+ pore was situated, also the Circuit House, or Government 


building for the use of the Commissioner of Patna and 
other peripatetic dignitaties when they happened to visit 
this station, 

At one end of the lake was Colville’s factory, and at the 
other a sort of embanked bridge, over which lay the road 
to the high land above mentioned, and which formed the 
fashionable evening drive of the European community. 
The lake water percolated through this embankment, and 
fougd its way into the old bed of the stream along the 


Mozufferpore. 85 


back of the main bazaar, joining the new curicnt just 
above the Collector’s house, which was situated at the 
other end of the town, The old channel was in the diy 
season a series of shallow pools and a great pioducer of 
mosquitoes, 

This much I learned while enjoying a cigar in the veran- 
dah with Darville after bath and bieakfast. The sun was 
bright and the sky blue, there was a gentle cool westerly 
breeze, just sufficient to wrinkle in patches the surface of 
the lake without raising dust on land, and, looking north- 
waids, a faint glimpse of the snowy Himalayas was obtain- 
able, The general effect, as we sat with our legs supported 
by the long arins of our cane chairs, and the smoke of our 
cigars curled lazily upwards, was deliciously soothing, 

Three months afterwards how different was the scene! 
Every window closed, to keep out the dense clouds of dust 
whirled along by the howling, tearing west wind, every- 
thing reduced to a state of tinder by the extreme dryness, 
the backs of all the books curled up, the ink too thick to 
flow from the pen, one’s hair like tow, and a geneial sense 
of grittiness and hot discomfort that must be felt, to be « 
understood, * ' 

Our tranquillity was interrupted by the sound of wheels, 
and in a moment the chuprassie informed us that “His 
Higliness the Judge Sahib Bahadur and his Highness the 
Additional Judge Sahib Bahadur, having put the blessed 
honour in a dog-cart, had Brought it to the door,” by which 
he merely intended to expregs the fact that the Judge and 
the Additional Judge (my friend Bertram) had called in a 
dog-cart, c 
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I was very glad to see Bertram, with whom I was to 
chum; but my pleasure was much damped by the an- 
nouncement that he had to start that very evening for the 
neighbouring district of Purneah, to which he had been 
appointed, This initiated me into the very migratory 
nature of Anglo-Indian society. He carried off my modest 
amount of traps in the dog-cart, saying he would send me 
a horse to ride down in the evening. The animal, a beau- 
tiful bay Arab, turned up about 4.30, and I found my way 
across the embankment, past Secundrapore, down a newly- 
made road that ran between the new and old beds of the 
Gunduk river, to his house, 

We dined early, as he had a long palki journey before 
him, and at 7 he started, with the usual noise and jabber, 
and a flaring torch emitting a most disgusting stench, 
which I observed at the time the torch-bearer catried to 
windward of the palki, and which I have found that torch- 
bearers invariably do so carry, notwithstanding all possible 
persuasion to the contrary, Palanquins are happily not 
such necessities in many parts of India as they used to be; 
but even at this lapse of time the most lasting impression 
left upon me by that method of travelling is the smell of 
those disgusting torches. 

I turned back into the house and felt lonely, The 
dining-room was about forty feet lohg, and the other rooms 
in proportion. The furniture in England would have been 
thought very scanty ; but for India it was decidedly above 
the average, for Bertram was a man who liked to be com- 
fortable. He hoped to return in a month or two; and in the 
meantime I was left in charge of his effects, and he was 


Lonely Quarters, 87 


to pay half the rent of the house, the whole being 120 rs, 
or £12, monthly, which included the salaries of two gar- 
deners, This was moderate cnough, considering its size, 
but would have made a considerable hole in my pay of 
400 ts., or £40, a month, from which had to be deducted a 
four per cent, income tax, and another eight per cent, or 
so, for civil and widows’ and orphans’ funds, to support 
my possible widow and orphans, 

We young bachelor civilians used to grumble at this; 
but I am free to confess now that I am very glad that this 
provision for such contingencies was made compulsory. 
Tt is this that makes us all worth £300 a year, dead or 
alive, and prevents the probability of starvation of invalid 
sons or unmarried daughters, 

T retired to the drawing-room to read till bedtime, and 
began to wonder whether Darville felt lonely also, and 
thought he must, for he was a married man and temporarily 
separated from his wife and two children, whom he had 
left at the station-of his last appointment, having been sent 
up to Tirhoot to learn Hindustani, in which he had not 
yet passed his final examination, I also began to think 
it would be less lonely if he would come and help me to 
occupy this big house for a time; but my meditations were 
interrupted by a sound like that of a muffled gong, caused 
by the rising of such 4 gwarm of mosquitoes as I had not 
before experienced. i 

I tied a handkerchief over my head, lighted my bigwest 
cigar, and put my hands in iny pockets ; but it was all use- 
less, and I was obliged to take refuge in* bed’ under the 
mosquito curtains, This was a great drawback to this 
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house, which, as I have said above, was situated on the 
bank of the old channel of the Gunduk, and rendered it 
almost intolerable to be alone in it after sunset in the cold 
weather. Mosquitoes, I have observed, are much less 
troublesome in a room where there is plenty of light and 
conversation, It may be that one’s attention is diverted 
from their noise, but at any rate they don’t bite so much, 

‘The next morning I had a canter on Bertram’s horse, 
and reconnoitred more of the town, which seemed very 
small for so large a district, Tirhoot comprising an area of 
6,343 square miles, and containing a population of 4,389,250, 
according to the last census, About a quarter of a mile 
from me was the residence of Blake, who governed all this, 
and I looked at it with a certain amount of awe. He was 
away in camp with his wife and family, and not expected 
to return for a day ot two. Opposite his house was the 
church, of the dimensions of a good-sized room, and next 
to it the parsonage, very small indeed, 

My official labours were to commence to-day, so I 
returned early to bath and breakfast, and made my way 
about eleven to the Foujdari Cutcherry. Darville I found 
had not arrived, though there was already a busy crowd 
around the building, Nothing could be done by me till 
he came, as he was to administer to me the customary 
oath, and make over to me such cases as I'might be 
empowered to try. 

I went over to his house, which was just opposite, and 
found him looking rather worried, with three native clerks 
seated on the ground, and a mass of papers in the ver- 

‘snacular round them. He was reading, and two were 
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writing, “I’m awfully late,” he said, on seeing me ; but 
Monday is always a bad day, as there are a double lot of 
reports, Sit down, and it may help you to learn some- 
thing of what you will have to do some day,” 

T listened ; but, by a not very sensible arrangement, I 
had taken up Hindustani first in Calcutta, devoting the 
last five months of my stay there to Bengali, and con- 
sequently I now knew very little Hindustani beyond 
the amount necessary for giving orders to servants, and I 
understood very little, I gathered, however, that they 
were police repotts, 

The district was divided into so many police jurisdic- 
tions, called “thannahs,” each of which was presided over 
by ‘an officer called a “darogah,” who had under him 
“naib,” or deputy, “darogahs,” and “burkundazes,” or con- 
stables. From each of these thannahs came in daily 
reports of everything that had happened, or so much of 
it as the daroghah chose to tell; and if any serious 
crime occurred, special reports of such, and of the progress 
and results of the investigation, were submilted. All these 
the Joint Magistrate had to listen to,—for the new police, to 
be treated of hereafter, had not boen introduced,—and this 
threw a very heavy amount of woik on his shoulders. 

_ One report might be to the offect that a part of the 
thatch of the thannah building was out of repair, or that 
the ferry-boat on the neighbouring river was leaky; while 
the next might report a serious gang robbery with vio- 
lente, or even a raid of Nepaulese bad characters from 
the other side of the frontier. - r 

On all of these, orders had to be passed at once, \They 
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were given verbally, and wiitten down by the two clerks 
who were not employed in 1eading the reports; and when 
the whole wee finished, the reports, with the orders written 
on them, were placed before Darville for signature, and 
formed a heap about two feet high, The clerks wete dis- 
missed, and Darville, after devoting ten minutes to a hasty 
breakfast, was ready for Cutcherry. 

The crowd had increased by the time of our arrival, and 

+ the noise also, the whole interesting enough to an initiated 

observer. There were various groups, of which the centre 
figure was a respectably-dressed man, with a white turban 
and tolerably white garments, suriounded by individuals 
with scanty clothing and of unkempt appearance, who 
listened intently to all that he said. These were the 
mookhtyars, or Criminal Court attorneys, teaching the wit- 
nesses what to say in their respective cases, and suggesting 
answers to all possible questions, the whole thing having 
been previously rehearsed at the mookhtyar’s house. In 
other places were seated the sellers of stamps, by 
means of which the Government Court fees are collected ; 
in another were some twenty prisoners waiting trial, all 
squatting on their hams, and kept together by a stung 
passed round them, the whole under the charge of three 
butkundazes, armed only with swords, which subsequent 
experience taught me could not be drawn from their scab- 
bards under a quarter of an hour at least, 

Darville looked at these with a weary eye. “I shall be 
in till dark to-day,” he said; “this New Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code makes everything so long.” 

I sfarcely understood the force of the remark at the 
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time ; but I knew that the New Penal Code and the 
Criminal Procedure Code had come into force at the com- 
mencement of the current year, 

Before this, the custom had heen to tell off a clerk to 
record the evidence tendered in each case, and, when com- 
pleted, to bring the parties before the presiding magistrate, 
to whom the depositions were read over, and who then 
could put questions to each witness by way of cross-ex- 
amination, ‘If there were more cases than usual, it was 
only necessary to turn on two or three extra clerks, for 
there were always plenty of “ummedwars,” or “hopefuls,” 
ready to work without pay for any length of time, in the 
hope of getting an appointment finally ; and it might hap- 
pen that the evidence of five or six cases would be recorded 
simultaneously in different corners of the Court Room. 
This, of course, tended to great economy of the time of the 
presiding magistrate ; but the power it placed in the hands 
of corruptible clerks is obvious, and necds no comment. 

The Indian Penal Code Act XLV. of 1860 consolidated 
the criminal law of India; and every conceivable offence 
is punishable under one of its 511 sections, The Criminal 
Procedure Code Act XXV. of 1861 was framed to suit this ; 
and they came into force together, Under this Act, the 
magistrate has to take the evidence down in English in his 
own hand, and then read it over to the witness in his own 
vernacular, and ask him if it is correct, And when the 
witness has admitted it to be so, the magistrate has to add 
a’ memorandum to the evidence, to the effect that this hag 
been done, and to sign the whole. No wonder poor Dar- 
ville, who had been accustomed to the old easy niathod, 
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considered the new process a long one. In very petty 
cases, such as trifling assaults, it is only necessary for the 
magistrate to make a memorandum of the substance of 
what the witness says; but this he must do with his own 
hand, and sign it, , 

The Court building struck me with astonishment and dis- 
gust. It resembled in construction the bungalow of my host 
at Bhaugulpore, described in Chapter IIT, though it was 
a little larger. It¢ontained really only three rooms of mo- 
derate size, In one of these Darville sat; in one, a deputy 
native magistrate ; and another was reserved for Blake, who’ 
came here once a week to do magisterial business, the rest 
of his time being engaged in Colléctorate (revenue) work, 
in another office, situated two miles off, at the other end of 
the town, The rest of the building was broken up by mats 
and an occasional masonry wall, into a record room, clerk's 
office, small retiring room for the magistrate, and a hole for 
unclaimed property. And this was the chief Criminal Court 
of a district of over 6,000 square miles, containing moie 
than four millions of people. It is true that the plan of a 
new Cutcherry, which would contain accommodation for all 
the collectorate and magisterial officials, had been laid out, 
but, up to date, this was all that Government had con- 
sidered necessaty for this purpose. 

Such economy, arising from a laudable desire to avoid 
increase of taxation, can scarcely be harshly criticized ; but 
I was “riled” when, a few years after, I read an account of 
the magnificent new India Office in London, and the ball 
giveri to the Sultan of Turkey at the opening thercof, at a 
cost #6 India of £10,000. 
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The interior of the Court-house more than equalled the 
exterior in squalor. In the centre of the room wheie Dar- 
ville sat was a raised platform of masonry, some three fect 
high, on which was placed a long writing-desk, dented and 
inked all over, with a very old aim-chair for the presiding 
official. At right angles to this, on a platform about six 
inches lower, were placed scats for the clerks, and beyond 
this again a railing was erected on which the mookhtyais 
and pleaders could lean when addressing the Court, and 
which served as a barrier between them and the desks, 
At each end of this railing was a small Space of two fect 
square, railed in on the platform, for the witnesses and 
defendants ; and, in the space left outside these arrange- 
ments the crowd of those interested in the cases and other 
spectators jostled each other, and accommodated them. 
selves as they best could, The room was perhaps twenty 
feet square. The walls Aad been white, but were now of 
various hues of black and dirty brown, Ink seemed to 
have reached everywhere, even to the punkah, which in 
this, the cold season, hung motionless and dirty over Dar. 
ville’s head, I shuddered to think of the consequence of 
its being pulled in its present state; but I afterwards ascer. 
tained that a small sum for contingencies was allowed ‘to 
be entered in the magisterial budget, and that a portion 
of this was applicable each year to the cleansing of pun. 
kahs, : 

Darville now took his seat ; and I observed that notwith- 


standing the squalor of his Surroundings, the deference , * 


with which he,was treated was great. The whole agsem- 
blage salaamed in the most profound manner, and NI the 
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clerks present rose and remained standing until he had 
seated himself, and another chair, with a weak leg, had 
been brought for me. 

I may state here, that these remarks about thd office 

accommodation are applicable to at least two-thirds of the 
districts in Bengal, even to the gaols, which in many cases 
were not intended in the first instance for the purpose to 
which they are now applied. 

Darville’s first proceeding was to distribute the new 
cases which were ready-for trial that day, There were some 
three or four trivial cases of assault and cattle trespass, 
two of housebreaking and theft, and one of dacoity, in which 
most of the prisoners I had seen outside in the string were 
implicated, The petty cases were made over to the native 
magistrate sitting in the same building, and the theft cases 
to another Deputy Magistrate, who was obliged to sit in 
the Collectorate Court, situated at some two miles dis- 


“tance, as mentioned above, and whither the mookhtyars, 


wittiesses, and others concerned, had to make their way, 
The dacoity (gang robbery) case Darville kept for himself, 
as most important, ” 

He then ordered petitions to be collected. This was a 
process generally gone through at the end of office hours; 
but ‘he had it done at once on this occasion in order 
that some fresh case on which I might try my virgin 
hand might be forthcoming. The petitioners were a little ; 
taken by surprise, and there was a rush out to get com- 
plaints written oyt, though many were ready; and in about 
ten minutes some twenty flimsy bits of paper of various 
sizes And colours were in the hands of the Sherishtadar, or 
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head mitisterial clerk, who procceded to 1¢ad their con- 
tents, 

Darville selected two, which he told me were complaints 
of assault ; and one of the cleiks, who was said to havea 
slight knowledge of English, was ordcied to accompany 
me to the Court-room I was to sit in and help me through 
the case, I was then sworn in as a magistrate, and at 
length found myself sitting on my own bench, with power 
to inflict a fine of go 1s. or a sentence of one month’s im- 
prisonment, with or without hard labour, in all cases which 
were triable in accordance with the Ciiminal Procedue 
Code bya magistiate of my calibre, 

It was rather an undignified proceeding. First, the 
complainant in each case was put on oath; and though; 
the form is simple enough, it is a matter requiring consider- 
able patience to make a novice who has not been in cout 
before repeat the words properly, It is necesgary to be 
careful about this; for though I do not think the oath has ~ 
any effect on ninety-nine witnesses out of a hundred, the 
possibility of a prosecution for perjuty is always in the 
mind of the presiding officer, and somebody must be in a 
position to swear that the oath was properly administered, 

In the old days Hindoos used‘te be sworm over some 
Ganges water, or holding a cow’s tail, or with the hand-on 
ithe head of their eldest son ; but all these forms have been 
‘abolished, and the form of voath i is now,—" According to 
my religion, in the presence of the Almighty, whatever L,, 
Shall say in this case shall be the truth, and nothing but 
‘the truth.” 4-Fot Mohammedans the form is similar, 
only the word “Imam” is used for religion instegd of 
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“dharm,” and “Khuda” for the Almighty instead of “Per. 
mesh” A late Lieutenant.Governor of Bengal introduced 
a pill into the Governor-General’s Council for the resusci- 
tation of these old forms ; but it was not successful, 

On the present occasion one of the complainants was a 
woman rejoicing in the name of Lakshmee Telinee She 
was a small shopkeeper in a neighbouring village, who sold 
oil and other things, It is not an unusual idea with com- 
plainants in petty cases, that they can take the “ Hakim” 
by storm, Now, I had seen this old lady sitting quietly 
outside with her mookhtyar; but when her name was 
called out by my chuprassie (of whom, by the way, four 
had been allotted to me), she rushed in and thiew herself 
on the ground, exclalming with great volubility,—* Justice, 
O lord of generosity! Justice, O nourisher of the poo ! 
I am very poor. I am dead altogether. I am a widow. 
Ram Singh came to my house——” 

Clerk (quite unmoved) “ Stand up, take the oath,” 

Complainant (standing up). “ What?” 

Clerk, * Say, ‘Accoiding to my 1eligion’” 

Complainant. “Justice, O loid.” 

Clerk, “Listen. Say what I say,” 

Complainant. “Well?” 

Clerk, “ According to my religion.” 

Complainant, “ According to my religion” 

Clerk, “In the presence of the Almighty,” 

Complainant, “In the ptesence of the Almighty” (break- 
ing away again). “Justice,O lord. Ram Singh came to 
my shop——” 

Clk, “Will you take the oath ?” 
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Complainant. «Justice, O lord, I don’t understand, I 
amawidow. Ram Singh came to my shop——” 

Clerk (getting angiy). “Go to, baseborn ; will you take 
the oath ?” 

Complainant, “Justice, O lord” (rather subdued) 

Clerk, “ According to my 1¢ligion, in the piesence of the 
Alinighty, whatever I shall say in this case shall be the 
truth——’” ' 

Complainant, “Tn, accoidance with,” etc, “shall be the 
stuth,” etc, (Breaks away again) “Of course I shall tell 
‘he truth, Have I come here to tell lies? It’s all tiue, 
Justice, O my father and mothe: (m#abag)! Ram Singh came 
to my shop——” 

Clerk (utters some abuse, sotéo voce, against the com- 
slainant’s female ielatives, Addresses the mookhtyar), 
‘Make her undeistand she must take the oath,” 

Mookhtyar (wishing to enlist sympathy of young and 
nexperienced Hakim). “She is a poor woman.” 

Clerk, “Listen, you Lakshmee; if you won’t take the 
ath, the Hakim cannot listen to you.” 

At length, after two or three more attempts, the woman 
ras made to repeat the woids of the oath properly ; ‘and 
‘ith considerable delay and difficulty I elicited the gist of 
er, story, that Ram Singh, the accused, had come to her 
1op and purchased some oil, atid had not only refused 
ayment for thé same when demanded, but had cuffed and 
icked her, taking away her “chaddar” (a garment) and 
aving her senseless, There were five witnesses of the 
scurrence, It further appeared that all this had taken 
lace some ten days previously, which made me think the 
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violent emotion of the woman all the more surprising. I 
issued a summons on the defendant and the complainant’s 
witnesses for that day week, and having gone through the 
other complaint, closed my Court for the day. 

It was capital practice for leaining the language; but I 
was much shocked at my own deficiency. It occurred to 
me to imagine what would be the feelings of the English 
public, should a magistrate with a knowledge of the lan- 
guage equal to mine proceed to try a case. ' 

My four chuprassies contended for the honour of carry- 
ing my empty Cutcherry box, and so escorted I walked 
across to the Racket Court. 

These chuprassies are attached to each official as per- 
sonal servants; and though paid by Government the mag- 
nificent salary of 41s. monthly, can be dismissed at the 
option of the officer to whom they are attached. Their 
first duty is, of course, to carry official letters and mes- 
sages; but they also perform all sorts of domestic work, 
and are particularly fond, in a married household, of look- 
ing after children. Their pay is small; but the post is 
eagerly sought after, as I am afraid they get a good 
many small pickings, at any rate in a district so remote 
from head-quarteis as Tirhoot, and they are most anxious 
to please their masters. The moment a man becomes a 
court official in India, in however subordinate a position, 
his status is raised, and he himself proceeds to take advan- 
tage of it. 

What profit a native may expect to make by bribing 
a chuprassie I do not know; but it is his nature to do so, 

iand“he has the idea, I suppose, that by being generally 
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pleasant to the great man's servants, he is more likely to 
be agreeable to the great man. It seems impossible for 
us to make them understand how abhorrent to us is this 
system of currying favour, Their minds are differently 
constituted, and they like it, and would rather gain their 
point in this way than by straightforward conduct. 

Government, however, does exercise a sort of moral 
supervision over the treatment of these men, and this may 
be shown by the following instance. Years later I was 
Magistrate of Dacca, and had just returned from office to 
complete some official correspondence in my private “dufter 
khana.” It was intensely hot, and I called out to the 
chuprassie in waiting to find thé punltah wallah. He said 
there was none present, so I ordered him to pull the 
punkah himself, if he could not find one. He caine into 
the room and said respectfully, but very positivély, that he 
had never pulled a punkah and never would, for if he did 
his “izzat” (social status) would be lowered, I replied 
that he must either obey my orders or leave the service. 
To which he answered that he would leave the service ; so 
I told him to go, 

The natives,of Dacca, I should add, were far more inde- 
pendent in their manner to officials than those of Tirhoot ; 
and I believe the native subordinate officials got far fewer 
illegitimate gratifications. There was steamer and rail 
communication with Calcutta, and this brought the district 
into sufficiently close contact with the metropolis to allow 
apparently the diffusion of the knowledge that the local 
official was, in fact, not all-powerful, but subject to the real 
and substantial control of the Supreme Government.’\ 
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For some four or five days the chuprassie did not appear 
to perform his duties, and I appointed another man in his 
place, a little surprised at his quiet acquiescence ; but at 
the expiiation of this time, on my going to Cutcherry one 
morning, he came to my buggy, salaamed, and wished to 
take out my official box. I ordered him off, and thought 
no more of the matter, : : 

About a fortnight afterwards I received a demi-official 
note from the Commissioner, inclosing an autograph letter 
from the senior member of the Boaid of Revenue in Cal- 
cutta, to the effect that this chuprassie had appeared 
before him and stated that he had been dismissed for 
refusing to pull my punkah. That he had censured the 
man for his disobedience, as it was pait of his duty, and 
told him he could do nothing for him, However, he 
thought that the Commissioner should intimate to me 
that I should reinstate him after six months’ suspension. 
The Commissioner requested me to act on this suggestion, 
and said he should personally inquire, after the expiration 
of six months, whether I had done so. 

Tt seemed that this man, knowing me to be on friendly 
terms with the Commissioner, had thought it advisable to 
go all the way to Calcutta to the senior member of the 
Board of Revenue to make his appeal, spending at least 
four months’ salary in the journey. What he actually said 
I do not know; but he was a venerable-looking fellow 
with along white beard, and probably made out my con- 
duct to have been much more arbitrary than it had been. 
I waited till the end of the period, having in the meantime 
taker the precaution to make all my chuprassies pull the 
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punkah occasionally, which they did submissively enough 
J then asked for news of this man, and of course received 
a heartrending account of his wretched state ; so, pretend- 
ing to have compassion on him, I had him reinstated, and 
thus obtained, though perhaps undeservedly, a reputation 
for kindliness of heait while preserving my own “ izzat.” 

This anecdote seems to me worthy of record, as showing 
the cate that the highest Goveinment officials would take 
to prevent even seeming harshness or injustice to the 
meanest of their subordinates, 

The spiiit of economy has been abroad ever since I 
entered the service, and the number of these retainers has 
been very much reduced, an Assistant Magistrate having 
now only one instead of four, and a Magistiate Collector 
only four instead of sixteen. 

At the Racket Court I found two indigo-planters, who 
turned out to be the sons of the Deputy Collector, 
Arkwright,—and the Civil Sugeon, Macpherson. They 
were in want of a fourth, and so my advent was welcome, 
I found they were all beginners, and I had had a good 
deal of practice, so I could do what I liked with them; and 
this was some satisfaction to me, as it tended to dispel the 
preconceived idea that, as a Wallah, I must be a muff all 
rotund, 

Darville came over just in time for one game before dark ; 
but his work followed him, for there was a regular stream’ 
of clerks with bundles of papers, warrants, and summonses, 
etc., for signature, while two or three batches of newly-ap- 
prehended prisoners were brought up, for orders whether 
they should be admitted to bail or detained in custody. 
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Darville stood in flannel shirt and trousers with his arms 
bare, panting from his recent exertions, and gave his orders 
verbally, which were reduced to writing in the vernacular 
and then signed by him, The scene was new to me; but I 
very soon got accustomed to this way of doing things. I 
also obsetved with curiosity that a native wilter does not 
require a table for his purpose, indeed he rather prefers 
its absence, and holding his paper upright in his left 
hand writes sitting or standing with the most wonderful 
celerity. 

At length they were all disposed of, and the conversa- 
tion turned on the forthcoming races, which were to take 
place in about,ten days’ time. The merits‘ of various 
horses were equally discussed, and all my companions had 
animals entered for the occasion, Darville was going to 
ride his own, and the two Arkwrights, whom I found to 
have considerable notoriety as race-riders, seemed to be 
engaged in every event, I was a little out of all this, as 
my racing knowledge was very limited, my personal ex- 
perience being confined to Bullingdon. The Arkwrights 
gave me a Sift home to the door of my house, and there 
left me to my loneliness and mosquitoes, 

The next morning, very early, I was considering what 
on earth I should do with myself till Cutcherry time, when 
in came Macpherson, “I say, Gordon, will you ride my 

horse Lunatic in the hack race.” 

“Tam quite inexperienced in race-riding,” I said; “but 
if you care to entrust such important interests to me, I 
will do the best I can.” 

“All right, you're a light weight. It is a catch weight 
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race for gentlemen riders; and if you can manage to keep 
his head straight I think he must win,” 

“1 am much obliged,” I began. 

“T am the obliged party,” he said, “T’lf send the horse 
down for you to ride this evening, He is rather trouble- 
some at times; but the syce will tell you all about him. 
Good morning.” 

In the afternoon I told Darville of what I had under~ 
taken, “The horse is a brute,” he said; “but he has a 
turn of speed.” 

On reaching home after office I found the “brute,” 
being ‘led about-my compound by two syces} both of 
whom kept as near as they could to the end of the rope 
attached to his bridle. 

On preparing to mount him, the syce begged tne to be 
careful, as he said “Age piche se bahut lat marta” (He 
kicks out very much, both before and behind), 

And in truth, the moment I approached his head he 
struck out at me with his fore feet in the most violent way. 

“He bites too,” said the syce, “Then how on earth am 
Ito mount him ?” I asked, 

“He must be blinded,” he said. And untwisting his 
puggeree, or turban, he managed to throw it over the 
animal's head, and so blindfold him. ‘ 

“Be pleased to be quick,” he said—a piece of advice’ 
which I scarcely needed. However, he let me mounts 
quietly enough, and once on his back, I proceeded to try 
a little patting and coaxing, what the natives tall “ phusa- 
lana.” 

“ That is no use,” said the syce. “If your highitess can 
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frighten him a little he will go better,” And as 1 went 
out of the gate he added, “ He shies océasionally,” 

The fact was, he was a type of animal by no means 
uncommon in India, which may be described as actually 
ferocious, but génetally endowed with courage and endu- 
rance in proportion to their ferocity, 

Turning out of my gate I met one of the Arkwrights 
on -his way to the Racket Court.» “Mind you, don’t 
tumble off,” he said, “ or you will be’ eaten up.’ 

vA great incentive to ‘stick on,” I replied ; but I did 
not feel comfortable. 

A little way from the gate the bazaar road narrowed 
somewhat ;"and the shopkeepers, with that utter disregard 
of public convenience which characterizes all natives, had 
appropriated a considerable portion of the thoroughfare 
for the display of their waies, The European officials 
have to wage constant war against this habit; for native 
magistrates are, of course, of the same way of thinking as 
their fellow-countrymen, and the police would never dream 
of interfering unless they wishéd to spite some individual. 

T had just piloted Lunatic, who was showing signs of a 
desire to indulge in one’ of his éccasional shies, as far as 
the shop of a potter, or rathér potteress, who had arranged 
nearly the whole of her fragile stock-in-trade on the road ; 
water-pots, cooking vessels, of all shapes and sizes, were 
there. Just then there was a sound of wheels behind, and a 
dog-cart with a lady and gentleman and two children in it 
passed me at a rapid rate. Lunatic gave a tremendous 

, bound to the left; there was an awful crash and clatter 
and a good deal of screaming. On collecting my scared 
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senses, I found that Lunatic had fallen right among the 
pots and pans; but ‘iad recovered himself, and now was 
standing, still fortunately, but quivering with fright. Ithad 
been shot into the shop,” The syces, who were following, 
promptly got hold of the horse. The dog-catt had pulled 
up, and the gentleman, coming towards me, trusted I was 
not hurt. Strange to say, with the exception of some cuts 
in one of my boots and two scratches on Lunatic’s quarter, 
we had suffeted no injury at all 

“You are Mr. Gordon, I presume?” said my interlo- 
cutor. “My name is Blake; I haye just returned fiom 
camp.” ; 

“T am sorry to make your acquaintance in such an 
unceremonious fashion,” I said; “but these people ought 
not to block up the road in this way.” a 

“No,” said Blake ; “and I am going to pitth into the ald 
woman at once.” Whereupon he threatened her with the 
direst penalties of the law; and she protested, as natives 
always do in these cases, that she was not only 1uined but 
dead, ‘ : 

Having scolded her well, Blake told her that out of 
compassion I would give her 1, (2 shillings); explaining 
to me that her whole stock was probably worth.srs, and if 
I paid her on the calculation that I had destroyed a * 
fifth part, I should be treating her veiy libeially., Appa- ' 

Ayty she thought so too; for on receipt of the coin’ her 
face assumed quite a tadiant expression; and I believe she 
would have been glad of a recurrence of the accident daily, 

Here the syce interposed, and suggested *I should mount* 
at once, before Lunatic had got over his present submis- 
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sive state, or otherwise I might find it difficult. “ Good 
evening,” said Blake, “Come to my house to-morrow about 
eleven, and I will drive you down to the Collectorate and 
swear you in as an Assistant Collector; besides, I have a 
little work for you.” 

On getting out of the bazaar on to the sandy toad by 
the river, I‘let Lunatic out a bit, and he went freely, and his 
paces were perfect, On the old course he showed me that 
he could gallop in very fair form; and we got home finally 
better friends than I expected, 

On my return I'found, that my bearer with my baggage 
arid my own two horses also had atrived. He was 
terribly ditty and travel-stained, and one horse had a bad 
cut from a heel rope, and the other had a swelling as large 
as a small turnip on his off knee. They would be no use 
to me during the race week, that was certain, I am bound 
to admit, however, that of my goods and chattels nothing 
was lost and nothing was broken; though dust seemed to 
have penetrated into éverything in an incredible and inde- 
scribable manner. I was very glad to see them; and even 
pretended to believe my bearer’s account of the unparal- 
leled efforts he had made to avoid delays on the road, 
It was vexing about the horses; but it could not be helped. 
Besides, I had Lunatic to occupy me for a time at any rate, 

The next morning I found my way to Blake's as directed, 
and so commenced one of those Indian friendships which in 
out-of-the-way places ripen so rapidly into the most mature 
intimacy. We,drove down to the Collectorate Cutcherry 
together, which Ij found as dilapidated and disreputable- 
looking as the Criminal Court, Here I took a second oath 
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to collect the revenue justly, etc, and not to accept any 
gratification other than my lawful salary. 

“The first thing you have to do,” said Blake, “is to draw 
up some rules for the cultivation of cotton.” “Don’t look 
surprised,” he added, seeing probably by my countenance 
that I felt so. “A civilian must know, or pretend to know, 
everything ; and it is as well that you should understand 
this at once. Government thinks it right to introduce cot- 
ton-planting here if it can. Here are two little pamphlets ; 
you must read these, and draw up some fifteen or 
twenty rules in the simplest language possible, which will 
be translated into the vernacular and distributed to the 
more enlightened ‘zemindars,’ with little pagkets of cotton 
seed, I shall have to use what is called my ‘moral influ- 
ence’ to induce them to plant it and look after it, and then 
T shall have to send a report on the result to Government 
at the end of the season. Those zemindars who have suc- 
ceeded in rearing any plants will be mentioned in the report, 
and metaphorically patted on the head like good school- 
boys; and those who have not will probably be accused of 
‘ apathy. n” « 

"Is the soil of Tirhoot supposed to be specially suited 
for the growth of cotton?” I asked. 

“No,” he replied ; “but Government has thought fit that 
it should be ingroduced into India, and so a circular order 
has been drawn up in the Secretariat and a sufficient num- 
ber printed to allow copies for every district, and I have 
got one like every other district executive. When you 
become a Collector yourself you will find this system a little 
troublesome, If an idea strikes any clever Secretary 


108 Life in the Mofussil. 


attached to the Government of India, the circular orders for 
report go to the whole of India; but if it occurs to a mem- 
ber of any of the Local Governments, as a rule, only the 
officials within the local jurisdiction ate worried. A short 
time ago a clever Secretary in the Home Department of 
the Goveinment of India evolved the idea that something 
might be done with the porpoises that roll about in the 
Ganges, You have probably seen some, Consequéntly 
every district executive officer in India was called upon 
to send up a treatise on the ‘Gangetic porpoise’ within 
one month, As you may imagine, a good many of these 
treatises weie similar to that on ‘Snakes in Ireland,’” 
Here the Sherishtadar appeared with a mass of papers, 
and informed Blake very deferentially that some urgent 
work was waiting, Blake asked if there was any room 
where I could sit and do any work. The Sherishtadar replied 
in the negative, so it was arranged that I should come 
to the Collectorate only on the days that Blake went to 
the Criminal Court, that is, twice a week, and make use 
of his Court room. “ Goveinment,” he said, “ ought to have 
sufficient accommodation for its officers ; though I am not 
prepared to assert that it loses much at present by not 
having a room in which you can exercise your talents to-day. 
You have seen that new Courts are in progress, and I hope 
that in the couse of a yéar or so this rather disreputable 
state of things will be obviated. In the mean time you can 
go to the Criminal Court and see if there is any work, and, 
if not, you can draw up your cotton rules, And here are 
some examination papers on revenue matters, which you 
had better look through and see if you can answer, You 
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can take my dog-cart and send it back here when you have 
done with it.” 7 

I went away much chagrined at my utter want of import- 
ance, and thought how very unnecessary my eager huuy 
to get to my station had been. It was a consolation, how- 
ever, to observe the deference with which all the clerks, 
mookhtyars, and hangers-on about the Court treated me, 
and led me to understand that my possible future import- 
ance was fully acknowledged, 
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AT the Criminal Court there happened to be no case 
suited to my limited powers, and so I went my way home, 
and set myself to draw up my rules for the cultivation 
of cotton, The task was much easier than I anticipated, 
and I wag able to complete and send them over to Blake 
by the evening, who complimented me on my expedi- 
tion when I met him on the Old Course, taking the usual 
evening drive, while I was exercising Lunatic, That Old 
Course was rather dreary after the Mall of Calcutta, with 
at the most four equipages of different kinds, and per- 
haps three equestrians, 

However I met Darville, who informed me that he had 
received permission to rejoin his old appointment and his 
wife; but that though he intended to stay in Tirhoot until 
after the race meeting, he must send his traps off at once. 
Would I put him up until his departure ? 

Of course I was only too-delighted to have a companion 
in my loneliness, and he agreed to come into residence 
that very evening at dinner-time. 


Mofussil Furniture, III 


The next morning Darville suggested, as we were driving 
to Cutcherry, that I should take his dog-cart and make 
a round of formal calls; for he said, “You've been here 
nearly a week now, and it should be done.” Accordingly 
I went round, and called on the Doctor, Colville the 
planter, and two Deputy Collectors. The Judge had left, 
and his successor had not arrived. Blake did not require 
any further formal call, and Datville was living with me, so 
that this social duty was easily performed, The forth- 
coming races formed an excellent topic of conversation ; * 
and as every lady seemed to know Lunatic’s character, 
and a certain amount of interest was evinced with reference, 
to my proceedings in connection with him, I returned 
home somewhat elated, bringing also an invitation for 
Darville to accompany me to dine at the Doctor's that 
evening, , 

One feature that particularly struck me ‘in my visit, was 
the incongruous nature of the furniture. Bertram had 
brought his from Calcutta, and devoted some little atten- 
tion to its selection; but he was quite the exception, In 
all the other houses, the articles had been got together 
as they could be purchased from persons leaving the sta- 
tion from time to time; and as these had previously 
been obtained in a similar fashion, the general result 
can be imagined, The dily, new pieces of furniture that 
ever appearéd to make their way to the station, were 
the’ cane chairs used 6n board ship on the way out 
from England, which, with the, aid occasionally of a 
cushion or an anti-macasshf, formed no unimportant 
addition *to the drawing- rin suite, The mahogany, 
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where existent, was the blackest of the black,’ from age 
I suppose, and gave some of the dining-rooms rather a 
funereal appearance, It had been brought into the dis- 
trict, I imagine, about the time of the Permanent Settle- 
ment; but whence, it would be difficult to say. None 
of the houses, however, could be said to be over-fur- 
nished, and there was space enough to move about 
without knocking things down, : 

The dinner at the Doctor's was pleasant ‘enough, the’ 
hostess pretty, graceful, and clever, and also musical. The 
Colvilles and Blakes, with one or two others, were there. 
There had come too, as a guest, an irregular cavalry 
officer, a cousin of Bertram’s, who had intended to spend 
a portion of his leave with him, not knowing of his transfer 
elsewhere. With the usual Indian hospitality, he had been 
asked to stay at the Doctor's as long as he liked, He 
seemed likely to prove a useful acquisition during the 
race week, for he was not only great at riding, but good at 
theatricals, and moreover fond of getting them up. It was 
settled before the ladies left the room, that we should have 
some “tableaux vivants,” and that he should draw up a 
programme in the next two days, ° 

Over our wine, the Doctor told us of a curious operation 
he had performed that day, viz, the amputation of the leg 
of a Hindu lady of rank, without seeing any portion of her 
person except that operated upon, The limb had been 
pushed through a hole in a curtain, and a high-caste Brah- 
min who knew something of medicine had assisted in the 
administration of chloroform, etc, 

T learned from the conversation that ensued, that native 
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ladies look upon their confinement behind the purdah as 
a badge of rank, and also as a sign of chastity, and are 
exceedingly proud of it. In fact, they consider that being 
seen by any mati outside the prescribed number of rela- 
tives is equivalent to the very extreme of dishonour, and 
would prefer death as an alternative, The husbands, too, 
are of the same way of thinking, which is perhaps more 
easily to be understood. 

After dinner, we had some good music, Bertram sang 
well; Mrs. Macpherson was an accomplished musician ; 
and, as it was the cold season, the piano was in tune, 
While listening and enjoying myself, I wondered why it 
was that so many writers about Indian society should 
think it necessary td describe it only in caricature, Here 
was a party of people of cultivated tastes, and quite as free 
from eccentricities as any other similar number one might 
find in a drawing-room at home; and this I found to be 
the case oftener than not, The conversation, possibly, 
might not Be on exactly the Same topics; but I could 
venture to state that it would not be more frivolous than 
that of an English drawing-room, Our relatives in Eng- 
land have, at best, a very incorrect idea of our mode of 
living in India, It need not be rendered still more so by 
portraying every individual as foolish or vulgar. 

Just as we were saying Good-night, Colville said, “I 
have got excellent ‘khabar’ (news) of quail about five 
miles out; will you come and shoot some to-morrow ?” 

‘I began to demur, like all young civilians, on the score 
of pressure of work, and finally said, I must see if Darville 
could spare me, I saw angalmost impercéptible smile curl 
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his lip, for he had seen a good many young civilians, as he 
replied, “Darville is coming too; he can get away early 
to-morrow, and if you will send your clothes up to the 
factory, and give us the pleasure of your company at 
dinner, we shall be very glad.” 

Of course I was very glad; and the next afternoon, at 
three, we found ourselves in Darville’s dog-cart, having 
picked up Colville on the way to the scene of action, 
After driving some six miles, we came upon about a 
hundred men, seated in two rows on the roadside, all with 
latties (long sticks of bamboo) in their hands, They were 
presided over by two men with red turbans, and proved to 
be a lot of Colville’s coolies—men who worked in the 
indigo vats during the manufacturing season, and who 
were always at hand when required to make themselves 
useful, They lived in the neighbouting villages, and on 
this occasion had been summoned to “sweep the jungle,” 
as the native expression is, for the purposes of our sport. 
As we dismounted from the vehicle, they all stood up and 
salaamed; and at an order from Colville moved off in 
the direction of a piece of grass of some two or three 
acres in extent. This was bordered by crops of oats, and 
“urhur,” a species of pea (Revalenta Arabica), which af- 
forded good feeding-ground for the game in the mornings 
and evenings, while in the middle of the day they took 
shelter in the friendly grass. The country is covered in 
this way with grasses and cold-weather crops, with occa- 
sional patches of fallow land, and we only had to walk 
from one grass patch to another. 

The beaters formed in lines, and commenced making a 
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hoise that to me was at first quite bewildeiing, as we 
moved through the grass. They seemed to’ understand 
that it was necessary to keep line; and every individual 
seemed to thinksit proper to admonish the rest on this 
point, by shouting “nine karo,” “nine rakho,” “barabar,” 
“make line, keep line,’—" evenly.” The natives always 
putting a for], and | for n, in pronouncing English words 
commencing with these letters, If a biid was flushed, 
they all said, “urgaya,”—‘it has flown,” which certainly 
did seem unnecessary. And yet all this noise was really 
requisite, for the quail lay like stones, and continually 
got up behind us, after we must all but have trodden 
upon them. 

However, out of the first piece of grass we bagged 
three-and-a-half brace, and ought to have got more; 
but I missed four out of five shots, bewildered with 
the noise, and puzzled with the flight of the bid, which 
I had never shot at before. It goes as if hurled from 
a catapult for the first twenty yards, and then flies slowly, 
and is easy to, hit, though small. In the next piece 
of grass a hare got up, and then the self-restraint of 
the beaters gave way; every man started in pursuit, 
notwithstanding the objurgations of their red-turbaned 
“mates,” or overseers; and the latties were used with 
considerable skill, with skill indeed very humiliating to 
me, for the animal passing near me, I managed to miss it, 
when a beater near me flung his latti at it, and killed it. 
It was a relief to me to hear Colville’s voice rising loud in 
abuse of this man, and of all his female relatives, for daring 
to wipe my eye, so to: speak; and all the beaters were 
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admonished that there would be no hope of any “ bak- 
sheesh” at the end of the day, should such conduct recur. 
However it did recur the very next time, and every time 
that a hare was started; and I always found that nothing 
could keep these beaters in order on such occasions. 

In about two hours, or a little more, we had bagged 
twenty-seven brace of quail and hares, a leash of black 
partridges, three plover and five snipe, a very satisfactory 
bag, in my opinion ; though Colville seemed to think we 
ought to have got more quail, as it was such a good season; 
and he told us of four guns in another part of the district, 
some day or two previously, having: bagged 110 brace in 
the same time. 

In the course of our shooting I observed that some 
fifteen or twenty men with blue puggrecs had joined the 
beaters, and worked very zealously for us, These proved 
to be the chowkeydars, or village policemen, who had 
come to give their assistance on hearing that the 
“Hakims” were of the shooting party. The village 
chowkeydar is a somewhat curious functionary ; but more 
will be said about him hereafter, It was a matter of 
some surprise to me, however, that this should be looked 
upon as part of their duty. . 

Notwithstanding all his threats, Colville gave orders that 
a few pice should be distributed to the beaters, and we left 
them all jabbering in an excited way round the red- 
turbaned mates, as we mounted three of Colville’s horses 
that had been sent out for us and started for a delightful 
canter home, across country. The large area of good 
riding ground in Tirhoot makes it one of the pleasantest 
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districts under the administration of the Lieut.~Governor ot 
Bengal ; and as I drove home in the moonlight with Dar- 
ville after dinner, I thought that frequent afternoons of 
such perfectly free sport, with no keepers and no game 
laws, and such pleasant rides back in the cool of the 
evening, would make life anything but disagreeable. 

The next day, as Blake had to go to the Foujdarree 
Cutcherry, I took my seat in his room at the Collectorate, 
and a perfectly new vista of work opened before me. In 
the first place I signed ‘a prodigious quantity of papers, 
most of them being copies of orders given by Blake or of 
original documents. I must have been at least an hour 
thus engaged, signing as quickly as ever I could, The 
ministerial officers generally bring all such papers to the 
Assistant Sahib (officers in my position), as it is one of the 
few ways in which they can be useful. Nowadays, how- 
ever, the Sherishtadar’s signature is allowed to authenticate 
copies of documents, and the Assistant is thus spared so 
much drudgery. 

This over, the Sherishtadar informed me that some 100 
Dakhil Kharij cases had been placed on my file. This 
sounded somewhat important, and it is necessary to ex- 
plain the nature of these cases, In 1793, Lord Cornwallis 
enacted the Regulation I. of 1793, which declared the 
Government revenue assessed on all estates included in the 
decennial settlement just expired to be unalterable and 
fixed for ever, But as these estates might be sold or 
divided, it was considered necessary that the Government 
should be furnished with information on such points, in 
order to enable its officers to assess the revenue in accord- 
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ance with the rules laid down in the above-mentioned 

Regulation; and it was accordingly enacted in Regula- 

tion XLVIII. of the same year, that all changes in the 

ownership, either in part or whole, should be, under pain of 

fine, notified to the Collector and entered in a Register 
prepared for the purpose, 

Dakhil Kharij merely means entry and erasure, i¢, the 
entry of the new proprietor’s name and erasure of the old. 
This was useful to enable district officers to know who 
were the actual owners of property in their districts ; but 
for the purposes of the collection of the revenue it did 
not much matter, as by the present laws the owners are 
compelled to pay into the treasury the revenue assesssed 
on their estates, before sunset on the days fixed in each 
year by,the Board of Revenue. If the amount due is not 
paid, the estate in default is put up to auction and sold to 
the highest bidder. The amount due, with costs, is deducted 
from the sum realized, and the remainder handed over to 
the owner on his application. This being the case, this 
useful Regulation had been allowed to fall into abeyance, 
and was used chiefly by owners or would-be owners, in 
order that the entries in the Government Register might 
be cited as proof of possession in the civil courts in cases of 
disputed succession or purchase, 

The procedure is, that on an application for registration 
and mutation of names, a copy of the same is posted at the 
Government Courts in the district in which the estate is 
situated, and also at some conspicudus place on the estate 
itself ; and any person objecting“ to the same is warned to 
come forward and state such objection in the Collector's 
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Court before the expiration of one month from the date of 
publication of the notice, In cases where no such objec- 
tion is filed, mere formal orders for registration of the new 
and erasure of the old owner's name are passed, Many of 
these cases now on my file were without objection so that it 
was possible to dispose of twenty or thirty in an hour, 

In cases where objections were filed, the only point I had 
to look to was that of “possession.” It might be thought 
that this was not such a very difficult thing to decide; but 
in fact it proved to be much more difficult to arrive at 
than the question of real title, into which I was not allowed 
to go. Occasionally it was impossible to come to a con- 
clusion either way ; and this was not altogether unnatural, 
as it sometimes turned out that neither of the applicants 
was in possession, both of them being merely “ pretend- 
ants.” Government suffered nothing by the absence of a 
decision, for no mutation of names then took place; and if 
the Government revenue was not paid by somebody, it did 
not matter by whom, the estate was put up to auction, as 
mentioned above, 

The question then suggests itself, Why take any trouble 
at all in disputed cases? Why not refer the clisputants at 
once to the Civil Courts which had power to disposc of the 
whole matter? The answer always given,is, that being a 
paternal Government, we wish to check improper litigation 
and assist the parties in the right as much as possible, The 
chances were, that if we could come to a correct decision as 
to the party in possession, we caused the onus probandi; 
in the Civil Court, supposing litigation ,should be carried 
thither, to fall on the wrongful claimant, But until I had 
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gained some experience, these cases used to bother me 
hoiribly, and I did not at first understand that the coming 
to a decision was not a matter of vital importance, or that 
in fact my o1ders were not decisions, but merely recommen- 
dations for the approval of the Collector, for that I had no 
actual poweis in the matter, , 

But though this was so, the litigants fought the matter 
as obstinately before me as thoughI were the final tri- 
-bunal, and doubtless with reason; for as I gained ex- 
perience my orders would have considetable weight, I 
recollect that in the first disputed case brought before me 
there were fifty-seven witnesses on one side, and forty- 
three on the other: both parties had paid in the last in- 
stalment of Government revenue, and both parties had 
paid income tax, and receipts were filed by both in proof 
of possession, All the witnesscs on one side swore that 
they paid rent to one party, and all on the other side swore 
that they paid rent to the other party. Each party had 
on more than one occasion prosecuted the other side for 
criminal trespass on some of the lands comprised in the 
estate ; and each had been criminally convicted and fined, 
the decisions in the cases being also filed. This was 
enough to puzzle Solomon; for I don’t think an offer to 
divide the land would have settled the question, and it fairly 
beat me, 

T turned, in despair, to the head native clerk who was 
sitting beside me, and who had been assisting to interpret 
difficult terms, and otherwise helping me to wade through 
the case, and said, “ What can I do?” 

He, I feel sure, from the light of subsequent experience 
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must nave taken a bribe from one of the parties (possibly 
the right one), for he said: “ The decision is in the hands 
of your Highness; but something must be decided, or what 
will become of the Government revenue?” knowing full 
well that the Government revenue was safe enough. 

T finally decided that the party who had brought the 
fifty-seven witnesses should be entered in the Register— 
rather an unsafe point on which to found a decision ; but it * 
seemed to me the only salient-point of difference on which 
I could seize to give any reason at all for my order. The 
whole case was fought over again before the Collector, who 
thought my order wrong; it was then taken on appeal 
before the Commissioner at Patna, who confirmed the Col- 
lector’s decision, and read the other party a little paternal 
lecture (I saw his decision) on attempting to use this regu- 
lation for wrong purposes ; but curiously enough, when the 
thing was taken on appeal before the Board of Revenue in 
Calcutta, they reversed the Commissioner's order, and con. 
firmed that originally recommended by me. Iam sureI 
don’t know who was right ; but I am inclined to think that 
the Collector probably knew more about the actual facis 
than anybody else. But after all, this was only the com- 
mencement of real litigation, for no right or title was deci- 
ded by all that had gone before. » 

My own impression is, that it is a mistake to encourage 
the people to fight these matters in courts that have no 
power to dispose of them finally, and that the only benefit 
arising from the system is to give more work to Assistant 
Collectors. 

This was the first hard day’s work I had had in office, 
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and I was positively tired out at the end of it; but a good 
gallop on Lunatic, who was really becoming very amenable, 
soon drove away the heaviness of “ Cutcheiry,”? 

The next day being Sunday, I had the opportunity ot 
seeing all our society assembled in our little church, about 
as large as a good-sized drawing-room, ‘The congregation 
was swelled in numbers by some visitors who had already 
arrived for the approaching races, to commence on the 
Tuesday; most of them planters in the interior of the 
Tirhoot District, and some from the neighbouring Chupra 
and Chumparun. Altogether, I should think there were 
fifty Chiistians present, of whom over forty were white. 
With the exception of a very few, the native Christians 
in the town were either Catholics or attendants at the 
church of the Lutheran Mission established here. Blake 
presided at the harmonium, and Darville assisted the 
clergyman by reading the lessons, 

The service over, a very curious assemblage of vehicles 
appeared to convey the members of the congregation 
to their respective homes, varying from the Doctor’s 
neatly-appointed Calcutta-built barouche and pair (Blake’s 
house was just across the road, and he and his family 
walked home) to the lop-sided, forward-tilted, creaking 
dog-cart built by the young assistant indigo-planter at 
his own out-factory, with his own materials, and after 
his own design, This conveyance was as a rule drawn 
by a ferocious-looking and screeching animal, which was 
usually intensely anxious to start until its owner had 
taken his seat, and would then obstinately refuse to 
move. I have known more than an hour passed in fruit- 
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less efforts to make such an animal go on; and finally 
the brute has jumped forward with such a bound as to 
break all the harness (probably not vely new or strong) 
and gallop off perfectly free, leaving its disconsolate 
owner hanging over the splashboard with a couple of 
broken shafts for contemplation, Howevei, on this occa- 
sion nothing extraordinary happened, and all got home 
safely, to wish, like myself, I suppose, that Sunday was 
over, 

Wherever the Anglo-Saxon congregates, there is a 
terrible dulness about Sunday. As a Parisian lady once 
said to me, “ You English on Sundays appear to be rather 
Pharisaical Jews than Protestants ;” and this sort of beha- 
viour we carry with us, for the most part, even to India, 
Tn Calcutta it is thought wicked, or at any rate it is not 
etiquette, to ride on Sundays, any more than it is in Lon- 
don, though ,it is quite the correct thing, morally and 
socially, to drive on the Mall, In the Mofussil we were 
not quite so strict; or at any rate the distinction between 
riding and driving was not so sharply drawn, and so the Old 
Course on this particular evening might almost be called 
lively, There were at least fifteen vehicles of all sorts, 
and about as many equestrians. One of my Arabs had so 
far got over the bad effects of his journey that I had ven- 
tured to take him out for a Sunday’s ride, I was walking 
quietly along by the side of Colville’s dog-cart in which he 
was driving his wife and little girl, when all of a sudden he 
started up with a loud “tally-ho,” and as I looked in the 
direction in which he was pointing with his whip I saw an 
animal about the size of a mastiff going at a lumbering 
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canter over the centre of the plain 1ound which we were 
circling, 

Tt at once occurred to me it was a wolf. These animals 
are a gieat scourge in Tirhoot in the cold season, Every- 
body else seemed to see it too, and simultancously vehicles 
and equestrians started off in hot pursuit of the animal. 
This Old Couise (as mentioned above) was bounded on one 
side by the lake, and another by the new stream of the 
river; and between the river and the lake was an embank- 
ment which formed a road to Colville’s factory. On the 
lake side of this embankment, where the lake grew shallow, 
was a large patch of 1eed and giass jungle, and for this the 
wolf was making. Some of us tried to cut him off from 
this, and in fact we made a soit of effort to surround him 
Sunday was forgotten, and Colville diove off at a gallop 
to get spear and 1ifle; and two dee:hounds which happened 
to be following their master, another planter, in his even- 
ing ride, were also in full chase. The wolf, however, though 
he seemed to be going very slowly and without exertion, 
kept his distance from all of us, except the deerhounds ; 
but though they came up with him, they were afraid to 
tackle him, and to our great regret we saw him finally 
gallop into the jungle and disappear. It was just dusk 
and the jungle was very thick and swampy, so that nothing 
more could be done, and we had to retuin baffled to our 
homes. My Arab was dead Jame again, as I had forgotten 
all caution, and he himself had been very excited in the 
chase. ! 

Two planters came in to dinner with us; and the conver- 
sation natuially turned on wolves, and their speed and 
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powers of endurance. One of these told us he had suc- 
ceeded in 1iding down and spearing a wolf; but he said he 
had no European witnesses of the feat, and he found his 
story generally doubted. But he assured us it was true; 
that he had started the wolf one morning while 1iding over 
his indigo cultivation, and that it had taken the line for his 
factory, that his seivants had seen it and seen him coming, 
and got a second horse ready saddled, and that by thts 
means he had been enabled to overtake it, I myself had 
subsequently experience of the difficulty of such a feat, for I 
frequently had the chance of riding after wolves, but never 
came up with one. They kcep up the same sort of lumber~ 
ing canter; and if their pursuer by an effort increases 
his pace, they inciease theiis too, but apparently without 
effoit, and go on until the horse is absolutely tired out. 

In the cold weather in Tirhoot they pack, and attack 
people at night, if alone, or in twos, ot even threes, 
About eighteen months after this, when I had charge of 
the Durbhungah subdivision, it was stated in one of my 
police reports that a man and his wife and child had been 
attacked by seven wolves after dusk, within half a mile 
of their village, and the two latter carried off. I sent for 
the man to interrogate him personally, and he told me that 
he and his wife with their little child wete returning from 
a neighbouring village to their homes, shortly after sunset, 
He was in front, and the wife catrying the child behind, 
when he suddenly heard a scream, and tuning round saw 
two wolves had seized his wife and thrown her down, He 
had a “latti” (bamboo stick) in his hand, and ran to drive 
them off, when five others came up and he was afraid, and 
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ran to a mango-tree close by and climbed up it. There 
he was forced to be a spectator of the horrible sight of his 
wife and child being torn to pieces. He described it as 
being very quickly over ; but it was a very long time before 
he could summon up courage to come down from his tree 
and make his way to his house, F 

It was a horrible story; but I really believe that I felt 
the actual horror of it more keenly than the narrator did. 
It seemed to me that his conduct deserved to be censured 
as cowardly ; but from the countenances of those around 
me (the story was told in open Court), I don’t think any- 
body else sympathized with me in this feeling, A woman’s 
life was of very little consequence, the infant was a gitl, 
and probably his fellow villageis thought he was quite 
right to act as he did, Tirhoot is a highly cultivated 
district, and is frequently called the “garden of India;” but 
there are large patches of grass jungle used for thatching- 
purposes, and these afford shelter to the wolves, which 
come down in the cold weather from the neighbouring 
kingdom of Nepaul. 

The next morning I was in good time in office to take 
up the adjourned case of Lakshmee Telinee, The accused, 
a fine strapping-looking fellow, denied that he had been 
anywhere near the village on the day in question, and 
stated that he had witnesses to prove that he had been 
present at a marriage ceremony, that had been celebrated 
in a village some fifteen miles distant. On behalf of the 
plaintiff, Lakshmee Telinee, four witnesses were present, 
who all swore, in almost the same words, to the facts as 
stated by her. - They were subjected to lengthy cross- 
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examination by the mookhtyars for the accused, two 
being, retained by him ; and they stood this test remark. 
ably well, considering the curious nature of the questions 
put; though my surprise at their readiness gave way when 
T found that almost the same questions were asked in all 
cases of this nature, and that the witnesses had all been 
prepared to expect them, and furnished with answers 
accordingly. , 

The first question was usually, “Are you any relation to 
the plaintiff?” Answered always in the negative, whatever 
the fact might be. 

and, “Who came up first? — you or the other wit- 
nesses?” 

The first witness had usually appeared on the scene first, 

3rd Question. “ When the assault took place, were you 
standing on the north, south, east, or west of the parties ?” 

There was always a prompt answer to this question, 
and to those that followed as to the relative geographical 
positions of the other witnesses. In this part of the 
country the natives always talked of east and west, and 
not of right or left. On one occasion, when out shooting, 
my chuprassie brought me a piece of lighted dried cow- 
dung (the ordinary fuel) to light my cigar, I had applied 
the end of my cigar to a corner not so well lighted as the 
other. So he said, “ Will your Highness be pleased to put 
your cigar a little to the west ?” 

Of course, as I gained experience, I disallowed this class 
of question; but at first I felt bound to go through it 
all, and spent a long time over each of these wretched 
petty cases, 
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Another set of stock questions was about the dates. 
The lower class of villagers know very little of dates ; 
and though they could generally state glibly enough the 
date on which they witnessed the alleged occurrence, and 
the date on which they were giving evidence, they were 
easily puzzled by asking them the date next Thursday 
or last Saturday ; this, of course, being a point on which 
it was not possible to furnish them with answers before- 
hand, 

Another curious point on which questions were always 
framed was, the length of time during which the com- 
plainant remained senseless, “behosh,” for the assault 
always rendeied him senseless, and it was generally 
alleged that this state lasted an hour or two, In the pre- 
sent case, there were one or two slips: and the mookh- 
tyars for the defence then addressed me, pointing out that 
one of the witnesses had said that he stood to the east of 
the parties, whereas the others had stated that he stood on 
the north; that another had averred the complainant had 
remained senseless for one hour, whereas she had declared | 
she had been so for two, 

I recollect, even as a novice, wanting to explain that 
these were not material points; but my Hindustani was not 
yet good enough, and I had to let them run on, How- 
ever, it scemed that there was a Zrimd facie case made out, 
so I issued summonses for the witnesses for the accused. 
These were not returnable for a week; but I may as well 
state here, that they duly appeared, and all swore to the 
alibi, They said they had met the accused on the 
date of the alleged assault many miles from the scene 
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of the occurrence, and asked him where. he was going, 
and he had replied, toa marriage ceremony, There was 
a lengthy cross-examination of these also, and a final 
address on the part of the mookhtyars, who seemed as 
hot about the matter as their clients, and whom I had 
continually to call to order for interrupting each other, 
Indeed, I fear, as a general rule, that the Court of a 
young Assistant Magistrate is seldom that scene of per- 
fect decorum that it should be. In those days anybody 
might be a mookhtyar. There were no rules of admission, 
and any person passing by the Court might turn in and 
attempt to make an honest penny by pleading, if he 
could secure a client and present a power to appear 
written on a stamped paper of the value of oné shilling. 
However, shortly afterwards, an Act was passed which 
excluded from practice as pleaders and attorneys all per- 
sons who had not passed an examination and complied 
with certain rules. A tremendous outcry was raised 
against this; and the Government, with its usual leniency, 
gave orders that all those previously practising should 
be allowed to continue to do so, unless there was some- 
thing special against them, and the Act should only apply 
to new comers, The result was, that for many years little 
real good was apparent, and the Criminal Courts swarmed 
with these uneducated *pettifoggers, who eagerly competed 
for the custom of any one who had any sort of grudge 
against his neighbour, and used all efforts to foment 
quarrels on all possible grounds, 
In this case I was preparing to write my judgment, for 
we were bound to record reasons for our decision when 
VOL, I. K 
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both parties, who had retired for a few minutes, burst into 
court again, saying “Razeenama khudawind,”—* Compro- 
mise, my lord,” and it appeared they had settled the 
matter among themselves, It is legal in petty cases to 
allow a complaint to be withdrawn; and I was delighted 
to allow it in this case, for I teally did not know what 
was the truth, though my subsequent experience tells me 
that probably the whole affai: was a verbal dispute about 
the rdte at which the oil was sold, and that all the 
details of the assault and the defence about the mar- 
riage ceremony were false, 

I believe that even in tiue cases of this sort the wit- 
nesses have very seldom seen the facts to which they 
depose, Ido not think it occuts to a native complainant 
to select as his witnesses those who have actual knowledge 
of the occurrence, but he seeks out those of his friends 
whom he can trust, and can jnduce for a very moderate 
consideration, to undergo the trouble of learning their 
story and appeating in Court. These men, again, seldom 
discriminate between what they have seen and what they 
have heard, so that they consider it no harm to state in 
Court that they have seen what their friend, the com- 
plainant, aided by his mookhtyar, had described to them, 

In fact, it is more difficult to arrive at the truth in these 
petty mattets than in those of far greater importance, and 
yet these fall to the lot of the most inexperienced magis- 
trates to try; for, after all, wrong decisions are of less 
consequence here than elsewhere, and until they have 
passed their examinations there are few cases of other 
descriptions with which they can be entrusted, 
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And yet these are so numerous that their good o 
bad management exercises a serious influence on the 
criminal “returns” of the district (to be spoken of here- 
after), and on the happiness of a large number of the 
people, 

On strolling over to the Racket Court in the afternoon, 
I found quite a crowd of people assembled, chiefly planters 
from the intetior of the district; for the races were to 
commence on the following morning, and the first race 
ordinary was to be held at the Station Billiard Room that 
evening There were to be five days’ racing, on alternate 
days , and it was also intended the1e should be five dances, 
dignified with the name of balls, on the evening of each 
race day. ; 

Neatly all the betting in India is done by means of 
lotteries ; and I was initiated into the process that evening, 
There were separate lotteties for each race to be run on the 
following day, On this occasion these generally consisted 
of fifty tickets of 81s, (equal to 16 shillings) each, When 
filled, the names of the ticket-holders were drawn fiom one 
hat, and those of the horses starting from another, Each 
horse was then put up to auction, and the drawer could 
either buy it in or allow it to be sold, If the former, he had 
to pay the price bid to the lottery ; if the latter, he 1eceived 
the price bid, but the purchaser had to pay a similar 
amount to the lottery, Further, it was the custom fre- 
quently to throw dice for tickets, the loser paying, and the 
winner and loser both shating the ticket, so that a good 
deal of gambling could be had for a small sum of money, 

The hack race, in which Lunatic was to run, was fixed 
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for the following day; and as there were six starters, the 
lottery on the race was worth winning. The number of 
tickets taken made it worth 25 gold mohurs, or £40, and 
the various horses sold in the aggregate for another £20. 
Lunatic, after a long pause without a bid, was knocked 
down to Macpherson himself for one gold mohur, showing 
that he even had little confidence in horse or rider; and 
from the remarks around me I could understand that 
Lunatic was considered altogether out of the betting. 

The next morning Darville drove me down to the 
Course, as all racing in India is done before the sun gets 
high and hot. The race-stand was of very simple con- 
struction, consisting of eight masonry pillars, on the top of 
which a wooden flooring was laid, with a mat wall at the 
back and wooden railing in front, the whole surmounted by 
a thatched roof, The spaces between the masonry pillars 
below were filled in with bamboo matting, and formed a 
room where coffec was served. The appointments of the 
weighing enclosure were equally simple, and a longish 
range of bamboo mat erections at the rear of the stand 
served as temporary stables for horses in training. 

There were four events on the card for the day; the said 
card having been printed by the local shopkeepers, Messrs. 
Jones & Co,, 1o whom nothing came amiss in the way of 
business, from selling tinned provisions and arm chairs to 
building a dog-cart or furnishing a funeral. Indeed, I 
don’t know what our little society would have done without 
them ; and, considering the monopoly they enjoyed and 
the risk of loss they incurred from deterioration of goods 
not quickly sold, I think their articles were good and their 
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prices cheap, and I trust they have by this time made: 
their fortunes, 

The hack race was the last of the day, so I had time to 
go into the stand, where I was able to count seventeen 
ladies, which fact enabled me to look forward to that 
evening’s ball with cheerful anticipation. One lady had 
ridden in with her husband fifty miles the day hefore, and 
told me she was quite disappointed when she found Col- 
ville’s dog-cart waiting for them ten miles out on the road, 
as she would like to have done the whole distance on 
horseback. She was certainly none the worse for the 
journey, for I danced with her that evening, and a lighter 
partner I could not hope to find. There were two or three 
ladies from Dinapoor, two from Patna, and the remaining 
twelve were furnished by our own district. 

One gieat feature of the occasion was the arrival of 
Colonel Barlow, who commanded an irregular cavalry 
regiment at Soogowlie, some eighty miles distant, and had 
brought in, not only several horses, but a pack of fox- 
hounds, He was an eccentric man; a woman hater, at any 
rate a hater of European ladies; and his two officers, who 
had also come in, were also bachelors, 

After the second race had been run, Macpherson came 
to me and said, “You had better get weighed, and mount 
quietly, and get Lunatic away from the crowd and noise, 
You can walk him about, and when the others are about 
ready I will come down and tell you. He knows my pony, 
and won’t think that anything unusual is going on.” 

I took his advice. The distance was only three-quarters 
of a mile, and so the starting-post was well away from the 
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stand. It seemed a long time before Macpherson’s burly 
form appeared cantering down towards me, “Come 
quietly,” he said ; “I don’t know what instructions to give, 
except to get the brute to start and keep him straight, and 
then you may win.” 

As we came to the post we found the other horses just 
coming up, Arkwright was on a mare called Juanita; his 
brother on a horse called Jericho ; Colvilles who had rid- 
den in every race of the morning, was on something of his 
own; and the other two horses were ridden also by their 
owners, indigo planters. As it happened, I drew No. 4 
place, which put three horses on one side of me and two 
on‘the other. Lunatic saw something new was up, and 
began to make a brute of himself, neighing, kicking, yell 
ing, and rearing, ina way that made me a terror to the 
rest, Jericho was somewhat of a similar nature, and 
diverted some of the indignation from my animal to him- 
self, But after several attempts at a pitched battle between 
the two, we got the animals in line, and the word to start 
was given. Juanita was on my near side; and as the for- 
ward movement was made, Lunatic made a rush at her 
open-mouthed; but Arkwright, who was as cool as a 
cucumbet, gave him a tremendous crack over the head 
with his whip, which made-him swerve to the off, where he 
was brought up by Colville’s knee, who merely ejaculated, 
“D—d brute!” and shot ahead, However, the two 
shocks combined had a good effect, for he simply took the 
bit between his teeth and ran away with me to the end of 
the race; and, being really much the fastest horse, came 
in an easy winner, I believe he would have got off the 
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course opposite the stand, but the railings kept him in; and 
after going about half a mile past the post, I was enabled 

“ to pull him up, much blown and quite subdued, The by- 
standers gave him a wide berth coming into the enclosure ; 
but I don’t think he had any vicious intention left in him, 
My weight was all right ; and while receiving the congratu- 
lations of Macpherson and others, I felt as proud as if I 
had won the Derby. 

“TJ believe that crack on the head from me made you 
win,” said Arkwright, who, I now discovered, had been 
second in the race ; and I really think it had a good deal to 
do with it, 

There was now a movement homewards, for bath and 
breakfast, after which Darville hurried off to office, telling 
me he didn’t expect any work from me during the meeting ; 
and I hastened to the Doctor's for the rehearsal of our 
tableaux vivants, which were to come off on the Friday 
evening. I am afraid we did more laughter than anything 
else; and poor Bertram’s temper as manager must have 
been sorely tried ; but his apparent equanimity was beyond 
all praise, : 

The ball in the evening was to take place in Dar- 
ville’s empty house. It was to be what is called “camp 
fashion.” Every resident in the station had contributed 
something in the way of furniture, and each person brought 
his own eating and drinking implements. The eatables 
and drinkables were supplied ftom the race fund, The 
resulting appearance was motley, but picturesque, Every 
one of the seventeen ladies danced ; and though, of course, 
the preponderance of males was great, that of dancing 
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nen was just sufficient to make the ladies feel” that they 
were each and all sought after, and sa makeethem tho- 
roughly enjoy themselves, Many of the assistant indigo 
planters were exceedingly bucolic, both in appearance and 
behaviour, and hung in clusters round the doorways, like 
the characters described in the entertainment at the farm- 
house in “ Sylvia's Lovers,” by Mrs. Gaskell. Supper was 
announced ‘about 1 am., and some confusion was caused 
by the desire of each kitmutgar to get his own employer 
furnished with plates, etc, and served with eataples before 
any one else, The shy politeness with which young men, 
who had certainly derived no enjoyment from: ladies’ * 
society all the evening, proffered their knives and forks to 
damsels who had neglected to bring any of their own, 
savoured of chivalry. 

It was amusing to bee three pretty girls, daughters of an 
‘indigo planter of a remote part of the district, drinking 
thampagne out of thre pint pewters, which they had 
brought with them as safer than glass. They were clearly 
accustomed to “camp fashion.” Nevertheless;.the supper 
was probably more enjoyed than if it had been supplied in 
the best style by Gunter. Dancing was recommenced, with 
extra vigour; and I, with most of the others, did not get 
home till 4 a.m, 

Colonel Barlow's hounds were to meet at the Planters’ 
Club, at §.30, as all hunting has to be done as soon before 
ang after sunrise as possible, as the scent soon ceases to lie. 
The Colonel made no allowances for men who were idiots * 
enough to sit up to dance ; and as we could expect no con- 
sideration for our late hours, it was not worth while going 
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to bed, Colville had offered me a mount; and after getting 
inte boots and breeches, Darville and I drove down to the 
Club, where we found coffee and cheroots, and a large 
number of horses being led about, of all sorts and sizes, 
from the high-caste Arab and well-bred Australian to the 
screaming country-bred pony of the youngest assistant 
planter. At 5.30 punctually we moved off, though it was 
not quite light ; but we had a mile to go down the road 
before reaching any practicable cover, and no minute of 
the early dawn could be spared. 

We found, in the very first grass” we drew, a good 
straight-going jackal; but the hounds were almost too 
quick, and he was pulled down in ten minutes. It was a 
very pleasant gallop, with some small ditches and banks 
ind one or two mud walls. | But it was always possible to 
yet round the obstacles ; and I believe that the whole field 
‘eally enjoyed the rahe The master was delighted with 
yur morning’s sport, for by ten Oclock we had killed four 
ackals and were on our,way home, The pack had only 
urived from England some six weeks previously, and had 
wobably cost him not-less ‘than £1000, all expenses of 
ourney, ¢tc, included. I subsequently had some experi. 
nee in getting out packs of hounds ; and, what with dis- 
.onest dealings in England, and losses on thé voyage, the: 
esult generally was not so satisfactory’as in this cage 
‘olonel Barlow was, what is very exceptional in Indi 
ian of independent fortune, who preferred being a déspot 
ya small way in India at the head of his regiment, to 
sading a conventional life at home. 

This sort of life lasted for ten days, and nobody seemed 
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to fecl the want of sleep or rest, though the hours devoted 
to the former, out of these 240, were very few indeed, On 
Friday night our ¢addeaux vivants took place, and were 
pronounced a success; but I am not sure that the audi- 
ence, or at least the whole of it, could be called critical. 
I appeared in two pictures; in one as Rizzio, singing to 
Mary (Mrs. Macpherson—who looked charming) ; and in 
the other as murdered, the two assassins (Colville and 
Blake) standing over me. Blake was behind Colville, and 
in the spirit of mischief must needs give him a pinch just 
as the curtain drew up. His struggles to avoid laughing 
set me off, and I shook all over with restrained merriment. 
Beitram, always prompt, had the curtain quickly lowered ; 
and afterwards one of the more rustic members of our 
audience congratulated me on my share of the perform- 
ance, saying, “ You did the death qhiver splendidly.” 

On the following Thursday, the last racing day, there 
were to be two steeple-chases, The course consisted of 
aitificial jumps, in which the changes were rung on banks 
with ditches on the taking-off side, and ditto with ditto on 
the landing side, and ditto with ditto on both sides. There 
was one trench, about twelve feet wide, filled with water, 
dignified with the name of “the brook.” In addition to 
the ordinary stakes, there was a prize for the winner of 
the first race of a bracelet, subscribed for by all the*bache- 
lors present, and which he was to present to the lady he 
might consider the belle of the meeting. It was a case of 
owners up, and the ladies looked forward to the result with 
considerable interest. An exception was made in favour 
of Colonel Barlow, who declined to ride in person, but was 
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anxious to enter a horse ; and in consideration of all he had 
done for the public amusement, was allowed to do so, and 
put up one of his subalterns, Perversely enough, he was 
the winner; and the rider had to give him the bracelet to 
present, which he at first flatly refused to do, However, 
he was at length persuaded to go up into the race-stand, 
where all the ladies were seated in a state of great expect- 
ation, and walking up to a young lady from Dinapore, 
thrust the prize into her hand, saying, “Take this; I 
knew your father,” and walked off without another word, 
The general disappointment was mitigated by the an- 
ticipation of the next race, in which there were no less 
than ten starters. I had persuaded Macpherson, against 
his will, to enter Lunatic, as I had tried him over most of 
the jumps, and found that he was perfectly able to nego- 
tiate them. MacpherSon pointed out to me, that it was 
very different doing this leisurely, and with a good deal 
of coaxing, to going round the course at racing speed. 
However, my previous success had made me very san- 
guine, and the consequence was that I found myself at the 
post with nine others, and we got off in rather a straggling 
way ; but I suppose the staiter despaired of doing any 
better, Lunatic put his head down, and seemed deter- 
mined to make a bolt of it, But he cleared the first jump, 
~a bank with a ditch on the take-off side,—without an 
attempt at a swerve; and this seemed to put him in a 
good humour, for he cleared the next five or six in the 
same way. The “brook” was the last jump but one ; and 
by way of assistance to keep us straight, a small hedge of 
hurdles, with boughs of trees stuck in them, had been 
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made up on each side, to a length of some twenty or 
thirty yards, Lunatic did not like entering this avenue ; 
and when he got to the edge of the brook, turned round, 
and tried to jump the hedge. I don’t recollect anything 
more until I found Macpherson and one or two others 
standing over me. But it seems that another rider had: 
come crash against me, and knocked both myself and 
horse over, He had escaped unhurt, and so had Lunatic; 
but the ground was as hard as pavement, and I had fallen 
outside the hedge and, as it turned out, broken my collar- 
bone, Nothing very serious, but very annoying, 

The next morning it was a case of “I told you so” 
from Macpherson, who nevertheless sold Lunatic at a 
good profit, 

So ended my first race-meeting in India, which, up to 
the time of my accident, I had thoroughly enjoyed, But 
now came a dull time, I did not get well very quickly; 
and as all outsiders had left the station, and those who 
remained were well occupied, the days of lying down and 
keeping still, with nobody but native servants to spealc 
to, were long and dreary. In the meantime, there was a 
“pig-sticking” meet in the neighbouring district of 
Chuprah, from which came back repoits of fierce boars 
and thrilling incidents. After this, Blake, the Arkwrights 
and Colville went on a shooting expedition to the 
Terai in Nepaul, which is on the northern boundary of 
Tirhoot—a flat strip of country covered with grass, jungle, 
and forest, at the foot of the line of hills which are thc 
commencement of the Himalayan range. They broughc 
back a tiger, a bear, and a boa-constrictor. 
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41, 11 tne meantime, attempted to solace myself by read- 
ing for my law examination, which was to come off in 
March, at Patna; but to which I was not able to go, and 
consequently, could not present myself until the following 
October. 

Darville had gone, and his successor only stayed a month, 
being promoted to be Magistrate of another neighbouring 
district, Chumparun; and his successor, Melville by 
name, had arrived—a contemporary of mine at Etdn, 
though some two years my senior, now a matried man 
with a large family. Our meeting in this way was a 
curious coincidence, and a great pleasure to both of us. 

The new judge, Percival, was a grass widower, and 
asked me to chum with him in his house on the lake, 
Bertram was not to return to Mozufferpore, having been 
appointed a sort of roving Judge to do work in districts 
that had fallen into arrear, and had sent instructions for 
the sale of his goods and chattels ; so that this offer was 
most acceptable, the more so as Percival was {so an 
Etonian, and an exceedingly pleasant, refined man, and 
musical, ‘My own belongings were very soon moved ; and 
after the disposal of Bertram’s effects, which gave me 
occupation for a month or so, I regularly settled down 
for the dreary dulness of the hot weather. 

My work was not sufficient to occupy me for the long 
days. Indeed, on an average, I did not get more than an 
hour and a half daily ; and as, until I should pass my 
examination, the importance and the very nature of the 
cases I could try was very limited, the endless “assaults,” 
varied only by the still more numerous “dakhil kharij” 
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cases on the Collectorate side, made me feel nauseated at 
the sight of a mookhtyar ora suitor, 

In India it-is impossible to lie in bed late; and I was 
always up before 6a.m.; and on the mornings when the 
“bobberee” pack went out, of which Macpherson was 
“master,” and I “whip,” we used to be up by 4 am, 
How well I remember thé feeling of stifling heat, even at 
that hour, and the misery of putting on breeches that were 
a little shiunk with frequent washing. However, these 
very hot mornings did not come till the middle of April, 
and up to that time it was a very pleasant way of passing 
the hours up till nine or ten, until bath and breakfast were 
due, Knowing that work would come some time or 
other, I always made ita principle to be at office about 
eleven, and to do all that I had to perform without dawd- 
ling; and the consequence was, that I was\generally free 
for the day about 12.30, I then had to come home to a 
lonely house and wish for evening. t 

It is tue that I had my examination to read for; but 
that did not come off till October, and I felt certain of*ac- 
complishing that with very little labour. It would only be 
in the laws and one language—Hindustani, that of the 
-district in which I was serving ; and I was prohibited from 
taking up Bengali until I had passed in this, The fact of 
having nothing to do that was compulsory, coupled with 
the ehervating heat, made me feel it distasteful to do any- 
thing ; so I used to watch the shadows as they lengthened, 
and wish,—not as Hezekiah,—that they would go forward, 
and not back, About sunset Percival and the others 
would come from their respective offices ; and then we had 
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rackets or a canter on the Course, and so passed the time 
tilldinner, But I shall never forget the dreariness of those 
long hot afternoons, Occasionally I used to send a note 
in to Melville, who, as Joint Magistrate, made over criminal 
work to me, and beg him to give me something to do, 
His reply was generally,—“ Nothing within your powers. 
Don’t be discontented with your leisure, but make the 
most of it while you have it.” And his advice was, no 
doubt, correct. 

One day, however, he sent me a case, wishing me joy of 
it at the time, in which some seven or eight native Chris- 
tians and one Christian woman, were accused of assaulting 
certain Mohammedans and making a row in the bazaar. 
It certainly involved the hearing of a number of witnesses 
that would appal a stipendiary magistrate at home ; for 
each of the eight defendants had separate witnesses of his 
own to prove his innocence and absence from the scene 
of the alleged occurrence, Finally I convicted all the de- 
fendants, and sentenced them to a small fine each, with 
the exception of the woman, who was young and excecd+ 
ingly pretty, and whoI did not believe could have done 
much in the row. The next day, while wearying through 
the afternoon, the Chota Padre Sahib, or little clergy- 
man, was announced, and the head of the German 
Lutheran mission in Mozufferpore came in. He wasa 
1eally good old man, and much respected by all who knew 
him, 

“Oh, Mr. Gordon,” he said, “I cannot talk about any 
ordinary subjects; I want to speak to you about having 
fined my Christians, It is cruel, and they are all inno- 
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e 
cent; and it is the other side that ought to have been 
fined.” : , 

“Mr. Blumenthal," 1. replied with some dignity, “T de- 
cided the case to the best of my ability on the evidence 
adduced, If you are dissatisfied, you can appeal to my 
superior, the Magistrate of the district, Mr. Blake ; and if 
he think fit, he can reverse my decision.” 

Oh, I should not like to hyrt your feelings “by doing 
that.” 

“Officials have no feelings on such fnatters,” said I, sen- 
tentiously, but not truly. : 

“ But if you only knew all that I know,” he said ; “these 
men whom you have fined are subjected to persecution for 
having turned Christians ; and those who were the plaintiffs 
began the quarrel by calling my men ‘eaters of pig’ and 
‘drunkards,’” 

“Then you admit there was a quarrel, Why did your 
Christians all assert that they were not there? And why 
did they all bring Christian witnesses to swear that they 
were not ?” 

This was rather a stumper for the Padre, 

“Well,” he said, “the others, the complainants, whom 
you didn’t fine, were quite as bad ; and the woman you let 
off was the worst of all.” 

“My dear sir,” I said, having now got the best of it, 
“T decided the case on the evidence, and you have only 
heard one side, The evidence, very likely, was a good 
deal of it false. That of your Christians certainly was ; 
and all you have said to-day only confirms me in my 
opinion that I decided rightly, You cannot be so blind 
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as to reauy think that a native convert is immaculate 
because he is a Christian.” 

Here the poor old gentleman absolutely began to cry. 
So I stopped, and he thanked me for letting him speak so 
freely on the subject, and went away. 

I don’t think he really believed his Christians to be 
innecent jg but he was doubtless much concerned at the 
triumph 6f his Mohammedan adversaries, 

T cannot say that I found conversion to Christianity im- 
prove those converts with whom I happened to come in 
contact. On the contrary, it appeared to me that they ? 
became, both socially and morally, degraded by it; but 
then it must be admitted that all the converts I knew 
belonged to the very lowest classes. As far as my expe- 
rience goes, Christianity is certainly not making progress 
in India, notwithstanding anything missionaries in Bengal 
may say to the contrary. Indeed, I have little belief in 
genuine conversions, 

It may be better in Madras, though the Madras Chris. 
tians that I have known have not borne a high character, 
The usual run of missionaries are not of a very high order 
of intellect, and by no means fit to argue with the subtle 
Hindoo, who is scarcely convinced of the necessity of self 
denial, etc, etc., when he sees the preachers of the doctrine 
so fond of comfortable bungalows and married life, and as 
exacting with their servants and as careful of their rupeos, 
annas, and pice as the rest of the world. , It requires men 
like, Xavier to make an impression on the Oriental mind, 
and missionaries of the present day do not resemble him. 

My afternoons were also occasionally enlivened by the 
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visits of native officials and gentlemen of the neighbour- 
hood, who thought it right and proper to call on the young 
Hakim, These were a great nuisance, both to the visitor 
and the visited, 

If the visitor were an official, he would probably be a 
native Judge; and after the usual questions about my 
health, I would generally ask if he had a Brent to do, 
and he always had; but, by dint of extremely’Hard work, 
just managed to get through it. 

If it were a native gentleman, I used to ask about his 
crops, and if there was any difficulty about the rents ; and 
as a general rule, the answer was,— 

“In consequence of the prosperity of your Highness's 
boots, the crops are good. (Huzoor ke juti ke ekbal se.) 
There is a little want of rain; but we hope that, by your 
Highness’s favour, the rains will soon set in.” 

To ask after wife or daughters would have been‘ an 
offence, and set down either to ignorance of the proper 
way to behave, or to sheer rudeness. We in India are often 
accused of a want of desire to amalgamate with the natives, 
and cultivate their society, But how can we under these 
circumstances? How can you be on friendly terms with 
aman who believes that your very touch defiles him, and 
who would not eat his food if, in passing, your shadow had 
happened to fall on it? 

The Maharajah of Durbhungah (who had died a short 
time before), who was thrown into tolerably constant con- 
tact with English officials, used, it was discovered, to change 
his clothes immediately on his return home after an inter- 
view with them, and not wear them again until they had 
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been thoroughly purified, and also go through a personal 
purification himself. His property was now under the 
protection and control of the Court of Wards mentioned 
above ; and the manager,-who had much improved and 
beautified the palace grounds at Durbhungah, and made 
some ornamental gardens, used to send the widow Ranee 
a choice Bprcery every morning, until he found that she 
never admitted it to her presence, for fear he should have 
touched it, as he had done once or twice. 

It is true that some few members of the Brahmo Somaj 
—that is, the new Deist religion—have thrown off the 
trammels of caste openly, and are glad to frequent Euro- 
pean society ; but even these could in very few cases bring 
the females of their family with them; and many of them, 
unfortunately, in consequence of the removal of caste 
restraint, have become dissolute and drunken, and their 
society is not desirable, It is impossible at present that 
there can be any intimate friendship between natives of 
India and Europeans, Before this can be altered there 
must be a complete change of habits on one side or the 
other, What we think clean, they think dirty, and vice 
versé. For instance, a well-bred Hindoo gentleman thinks 
it dirty to eat with a knife and fork, or with any clothing 
on but a waistcloth ; but I fancy it will be a very long time 
before we come round to those views, and it will certainly 
be equally long before they adopt ours, If newspaper 
reporters could see what really went on in the domestic 
privacy of the native potentates presented to the Prince of 
Wales, after their interviews, I fear their accounts, if ‘true, 
would not have been quite so flattering and-satisfactory. 
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To show how far this fear of defilement may be carried, 
I may relate, that when Assistant Magistrate in charge ol 
Durbhungah, I was tiding through an out-of-the-way village 
one hot morning, and met a number of the headmen whe 
expected my coming. They were perfect rustics, but very 
courteous, I asked them for some water, and somé was 
fetched in a perfectly new earthenware vessel and presentéd 
to me on my bridle hand as I sat on horseback;‘and they 
begged me, when I had drunk as much as I wanted, to 
throw the vessel with the contents remaining on the oppo- 
site side of the animal, so that the vessel might not be 
used again in the village, and no sprinkle of the water 
come near them, All this was done without the faintest 
suspicion that my feelings could be hurt by it, and I com- 
plied as a matter of course. ; 

From the above it can be easily understood that our 
social intercourse in India is confined to Europeans only; 
and as their number in small out-of-the-way stations in 
Bengal is very limited, it is well to be at peace with all, 
if possible. 

One hot morning, just as I was coming out of my bath, 
Percival sent me in a note that a chuprassie of Blake's had 
just brought up, It was from Mrs, Blake ;—‘Dear Mr, 
Percival,—Will you and Mr, Gordon give us the pleasure 
of your company at dinner this evening, at eight o'clock ?” 
On this he had written in pencil, “Must we go?” and 
underneath it I replied, “I suppose we must,” and told 
the man to give it back to the Sahib. Percival, I knew, 
very particularly wanted to stay at home that evening, as 
his piano had arrived some half an hour previously from 


A Social Contretemps, 149 


Calcutta, and he wanted to devote his leisure to unpacking, 
putting it up, and having a first performance on it; so on 
meeting him at breakfast I asked him, 

“ What did you say in answer to Mrs, Blake?” 

“Why, I sent et note in to you, and asked if you 
thought we must go.” 

“ And I sent it back to you, saying that I scight we 
must.” 

Good heavens! the idiot must have taken it back to 
Mrs, Blake What shall we do?” 

It was rather trying ; but I was not in such a mess as 
Percival, as the note had been addressed to him, and it 
was for him to answer it, and he had asked the question, 
“Must we go?” He was an exceedingly punctilious man, 
and was evidently in considerable consternation, At last 
I suggested he should say that he hoped Mrs, Blake would 
not be offended at an accident that had occurred through 
the stupidity of a chuprassie; that it always gave him 
great pleasure to come to her house, though on this par- 
ticular occasion he had special reasons for staying at home ; 
however, that if she would receive us this evening, we ° 
should both be delighted to come. 

This answer was accordingly despatched, and we both 
went to office; and in about an hour I got a note from 
Percival saying that Mrs, Blake had merely sent a “sa- 
laam,” which was equivalent to “no answer.” This looked 
ugly. Inthe evening I met Blake at the Racket Court ; and 
he said, with a good-humoured twinkle in his eye, “I shall 
have the pleasure of seeing you to-night.” I saw that he 
was all right, and on going home to dress I found that 
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Percival had had a formal note from Mrs. Blake, saying 
that she should be glad to see us at the hour named. It 
was an awful ordeal, entering the drawing-room ; but Blake 
was so genial, and evidently so delighted at the whole 
thing, that we were soon at our ease, I found afterwards 
that Mrs, Blake had sent our wretched pencilled remarks 
to him at office, asking his advice, and he had told her 
to treat the whole thing asa joke. She had scarcely felt 
equal to this; but his good humour and good sense had 
pulled us through, and so a possible big disagreeable had 
been reduced to a minimum, 

About this time a small windfall came to me, though 
from a melancholy cause. Poor Mrs, Macpherson fell 
seriously ill, and was obliged to go to Calcutta, and her 
husband found it necessary to accompany her. In addition 
to his duties as Civil Surgeon, he held the office of District 
Registrar, for which he was remunerated by fees paid on 
the registration of each deed, In those days registration 
was very loosely conducted, and no doubt a very large 
number of false deeds were registered. There was nothing 
to prevent false personation, except the identification by 
two witnesses, who could be picked up for 6a. each; and 
unless other parties interested got information that it was 
sought to register a deed,—and it was more than probable 
they did not,—there would be no objections offered, All. 
this has since been altered, But, as it then was, the regis- 
tration of a deed was positively of no value, Notwith- 
standing this, the number of deeds registered in Tirhoot 
was very large, and used to bring the Civil Surgeon a profit 
of about £70 a month, after paying the salaries of three 
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clerks. tn his absence the Registrar was allowed to 
appoint his own substitute, and Macpherson made it over 
to me, offering half the proceeds as remuneration, which I 
was only too glad to accept, and which I received for 
about two months—a very welcome addition to my own 
pay. 

We were all very sorry for him when he came back 
alone, and the return to his solitary house must_ have 
been hard indeed. 


CHAPTER VI. 
AT MOZUFFERPORE 


THE NEW POLICE.—A RIVER TRIP.—EXAMINATION AT PATNA — 
SONEPORE FAIR.—-SHOOTING PARTY IN THE NEPAUL TERAI—~ 
ILLEGAL ORDERS, 


DuRING that year the Bengal Government had determined 
to put into practice the much-talked-of re-organization of 
the police. An Act (V. of 1861) had been passed for the 
purpose, and it had been decided that this should come 
into force first of all in the Tirhoot District. 

The Repoit of the Madras Commission, issued some time 
previously, had shown that the police in that province had 
not been properly controlled ; and that various malpractices, 
including torture, had been carried on. It was thought, 
truly enough, that the Bengal District Magistrate had 
so much to do that he had not time to look after the 
police; and a good deal of stress was also jaid’ on the 
inexpediency of the thief-catcher being the thief-trier; so 
it was thought advisable that a special European officer 
should be appointed to each district, called the District 
Superintendent of Police, and that he should be provided 
with special European subordinates to take charge of the 
sub-divisions of districts, Further, the nomenclature of the 
native police officials was to be changed. The old officers 
in chaige of the “thannahs,” henceforward to be called 
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police stations,” were no longer “Thannardar” or 
“Daroghah,” but Inspector, or Sub-inspector. The sub- 
ordinate stations were no longer “phanie,” but “outpost ;” 
and the old burkundaz became “constable,” These new 
names were pronounced by the natives “ poleesh-istashun,” 
“inshpektar,” “outposht,” and “cunnishshtubble.” Uni- 
forms also weie ordained; and European military caps 
and jackets were decided upon for the officers, while a red 
turban, blue blouse with belt, and staff, were substituted 
for the rather nondescript get-up of the men, who were 
also taught military diill and provided with muskets, The 
Commissioners of Divisions, as far as their police powers 
were concerned, were succeeded by Deputy Inspectors- 
general; and a sort of Police Minister was appointed under 
the title of Inspector-geneial. In short, the police were to 
become a separate service under separate officers, and 
sufficiently diilled to be able to act in large bodies if 
necessary. , 

The first result to us was a temporaiy addition to our 
small society, in the shape of the new Inspector-general 
(a civilian of some standing), a Deputy Inspector-general, 
and three District Superintendents, who were to learn 
their work, Two of these were military men anxious for 
staff employ, and the third had been in the uncovenanted 
civil ‘service, . 

The new great man was a friend of Pefcival’s, and put 
up with us; the others were distiibuted among the other 
officials in the station. Our guest was an exceedingly 
pleasant fellow, and of a character calculated to make the 
new arrangements work smoothly if possible, for he at any 
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rate kept Talleyrand’s advice of “point de 2tle” always 
in view. This was not the case with all his subordinates, 
especially the military men, who seemed continually to be on 
the look-out for offence, and constantly exaggerating little 
molehills of routine or etiquette into mountains of difficulty 
and quarrel, Blake, however, was the man of all others to 
steer clear of avoidable disagreeables, and-his even temper 
and clearheadedness enabled all the intiicacies of taking 
over charge to be got through without any open rupture. 

It was naturally distasteful to the Magistrate of the dis- 
trict to give up the direct control of the police. As a 
matter of fact, it did not save him much routine work ; for, 
as I have mentioned above, the reports, except those of 
extra importance, were heard by the Joint Magistrate; 
while it deprived him to a considerable extent of the 
appearance and of the reality of power. As long as the 
police understood the Magistrate to be their immediate 
head, they were anxious to please him in every way, and be 
as subservient as possible; but now they had another sét 
of officers to look to, and these began certainly by being 
exceedingly jealous of the Magistrate, and encouraged their 
subordinates to be independent and disobliging, 

One feature in the new procedure was, that the Magis- 
trate should give no orders direct to the subordinate police, 
but through the District Superintendent only; and one of 
our new arrivals, the first appointed to be District Super- 
intendent of Tirhoot, had instructed his subordinates to 
carry this order out in the letter as well as the spirit. It 
so happened that Blake was obliged to go out into the 
interior of the district soon after he had made over charge 
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of the police, and had sent his tents on, as usual, under the 
care of his chuprassies. On arriving at his camp he found 
nothing ready ; and his servants told him that the police of 
the station had declined to give them any assistance in the 
way of pitching the tents, or getting supplies of straw and 
other necessaries. They said the Magistrate was no longer 
their master, and he must look out for himself. Blake 
went to the police-station and found the’ “inshpektar” 
apparently a little frightened at his own temerity, but firm 
in refusing assistance, as he had received no orders from 
the District Superintendent, “Very well,” said Blake, with 
the most perfect good temper, “let me look at your station 
registers.” This also the man declined to do on the same 
grounds, Now in this he was utterly wrong, though he did 
not know it. The Magistrate was still the chief officer in 
the district, and responsible for its tranquillity and proper 
administration ; and it was of course absurd that he should 
be denied access to the information contained in the police 
registers, 

This supplied Blake with a capital peg on which to hang 
a report to the Commissioner, which was forwarded to the 
Government ; and the result was a wigging to the District 
Superintendent, and the dismissal of the “ inshpeletar,” 
who had gone beyond the letter, though not the spirit, of 
the orders of his superior, 

It was now laid down that the Magistrate of the district,— 
eg. the official corresponding to Blake,—could give orders 
direct. to the police which did not affect the internal 
economy of the “force,” as it was now called; and also, 
that the Deputy Superintendent of police should carry out 
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all orders of the Magistrate, recording his non-concurrence 
by way of protest, if he saw reason to do so, and reporting 
to his superior officer, the Deputy Inspector-general, who 
would confer with the Commissioner, and then, if necessary, 
lay the matter before the Government. Under the cir- 
cumstances, if a Magistrate did give a wrong order, it 
would be a longish time before it was rectified ; but it was 
far better to trust an official of his position with absolute 
authotity for the time, than to allow storms to arise in each 
district tea-cup. 

It was only to be expected that the Commissioners, as 
well as Magistrates, should abject to the change, fot-they 
too were still held responsible for the peaceful admi- 
nistration of their provinces, and yet found the Deputy 
Inspector-general interposed as buffers between them and 
the police, just as the Magistrates found the District Super- 
intendents, As years have gone on, the new system has 
been much modified ; but at first, there can be no doubt 
that the thing did not work well. ‘A mass of appointments 
were suddenly created, and, as a necessary consequence, a 
still more numerous mass of candidates appeared, a very 
large number of them being military men, whose sole 
qualification for the posts they sought was a desire to enter 
staff employ, and get better pay than they did’ with their 
regiments. They were useful in drilling the new police, 
practically the least important part of their work ; but, as a 
rule, utterly without experience in the fanagement of a 
body of men, not to be employed in fighting battles, but in 
the prevention and detection of crime in a peaceful country. 
Many of them knew little or nothing of the language, and 
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were altogether in the hands of their chief native sub. 
ordinates, They could, however, be credited with a sense 
of duty, and a desire to do their best ; intetfered with only 
by a strong feeling of what was due to their dignity, and a 
constant suspicion that their rights were being encroached 
upon. 

The most useful class were those who had been Deputy 
Magistrates in the uncovenanted civil service, and who had 
been tempted by the hope of promotion and better salaiy 
and status to exchange into the police, These understood 
the supervision of local police and the conduct of cases, 
and did practically well, though terribly pitched into by 
military Deputy Inspectors-general for not being up in 
their drill. : 

Another class were the friends and protégés of people in 
influential positions, and who of course were useless at 
starting, though many of them turned out well enough 
after gaining a little experience. Another difficulty was, 
that a laige number of the old “daroghahs” objegted to 
the new uniform, as entailing loss of caste, and still more 
to serving under military supetiors, who were generally 
supposed to be quick-tempered and imperious, and to be 
devoid of the conside:ation for native manners and customs 
shown by the civilians, a 

Abuse (in Hindustani, gali”) is looked upon with great 
dread in India by native gentlemen. | Instead of consider- 
ing that it defiles the man from whom it procéeds, they 
think that the,person against whom it is levelled-is irre- 
parably injured by it, and shrink from it more than they 
would from a blow. .The stain of dishonour caused by the 
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receipt of an abusive epithet cannot be effaced, I recollect 
some time after this a native gentleman calling on me, and 
telling me that he thought he ought to pay a visit of cere- 
mony to a young Assistant Supetintendent of Police who 
had recently arrived at the station ; “ But,” he said, “I am 
afraid, He is young and hasty, and how do I know but 
that some word may come out of his mouth which will 
disgrace me, without his meaning anything.” Admitting 
that the offensive wotd might’ not be intended, perhaps, 
even not understood, by the person uttering it, the effect 
on the person addressed would be the same. ‘This being 
the case, many of the experienced ald native police officers 
threw up their posts, and a great number of the burkun- 
dazes, who would not put up with the drill, Théir places 
weie filled by numbers of recruits from the more war- 
like populations of the West and North-West, who knew 
nothing of the people or the localities in which they had 
to act, and could with difficulty be made to understand 
how t@ serve a summons, They were, also, generally of 
better physique and greater animal courage than the: Ben- 
galees, and bullied the people proportionately, who hated 
them in return with a bitter hatred. 

In due time, the watchful supervision: of Government 
detected this, and orders were issued on the subject of 
recruiting, with a view to check the evil. As may easily 
be imagined, the new police, though more expensive 
than the old, were at first not very efficient ; but as things 
settled down, and the new officers got to understand their 
work, and it was more and more definitely settled that 
the District Superintendents were the assistants~to and 


One Partridge for Nineteen Elephants. 18 


subordinates of the ‘District Magistrates, the new system 
began to work much better, and doubtless the subordinate 
native police were more efficiently controlled. 

All these disagteeables and difficulties were pretty well 
got overt before I attained the post of District Magistrate ; 
but, in the meantime, great changes were made. The 
Deputy Inspectots-gencral were abolished as uscless, and 
the services of many of the Assistant Superintendents of, 

Police, so hastily appointed, had been dispensed with, 
About this time there had been a desire in Bengal to 
diminish the power and impoitance of the District Magis- 
trate, and cut him up, as it were, into a number of smaller 
functionaries ; but this was soon found to be a mistake, and 
receritly ‘the “tendency” “has been all the other way, 
However, I shall have to speak on this matter at greater 
length further on, 

During the settlement of the new arrangements in 
Tithoot, it was of course necessary for the Inspector~ 
general to move about a good deal, and this he and 
his satellites did cow amore, the more especially as there 
was plenty of small game to be had, and it was still pos- 
gible to shoot mornings and evenings. On ane occasion 
"he was‘ going to inspect 4 station called Rowsara, whence 
also Aihabar ” (news) of innumerable black partridges had 
déegns sived, I ventured to bet him 1 gold mohur (32s,) 
rthat he, and his party would not bag twenty brace in the 
-day they goyld,deyate: to the sport, After some haggling, 
rhe backed th tins for thirteen brace only, On his return, 
“T asked, hipndbae result}, fot I had heard that all the forces 
of thesneighbourhood had» been put Into requisition, and 
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the resident gentry and police had vied with each other 
in providing means to “sweep the jungle” as the natives 
call it ; and 200 coolies (chiefly village chowkeydars) and 
nineteen elephants had been employed to beat the grasses 
in which these birds were to be found. 

“We shot all we saw,” he said, in reply to my ques- 
tions; and after some time I elicited the fact that they 
‘had only seen one partridge—rather a disproportionate re- 
turn for all the force employed. These black partridges are 
migratory birds, in the sense that they move in bodies from 
one heavy grass to another ; and as these patches are very 
numerous, it is rather difficult to know where to find them. 

But a still more annoying fact was the occurrence of a 
“dacoity” within a mile of his camp, for they had been in 
tents for one night. A “dacoity” is a‘robbery with vio- 
lence by an organized gang,—according to the Penal Code 
the number must. exceed five,—and is the most serious and 
troublesome class of crime that the police have to deal 
with. In this case the house of an opulent villager had 
been attacked by a band of twenty-five or thirty men ; two 
“of the servants and one of the sons haq been severely 
wounded with spears; and about 1,000 rs. worth in money 
and jewels carried off. There wete plenty of police 
promptly ‘on the Spot soon after news was reccived of the 
occurrence, and a deal of energy displayed, but apparently 
not much discretion, for though a number of bad characters 
in the neighbourhood were arrested, and an enormous 
number of witnesses procured to give evidence against 
them, they were all finally acquitted by ‘Percival when 
committed to his Court for trial. 
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This was naturally a subject for cynical remarks, not only 
by the magisterial authorities, but the subordinate native 
officials ; but it proved nothing either way, for plenty of 
dacoities had been previously committed in which no clue 
to the perpetrators had becn ‘discovéred, It was very 
perverse of those particular dacoits, however, to choose this 
time and place for tleir exploits. Of course, the police 
officials said the Judge was all wrong, and they had caught 
the right men. Perhaps they had. I don’t know.  Per- 
sonally, I had no feeling against the new police, for they 
did not interfere with any exercise of power by me, and 
I looked upon the new comers as so many more racket- 
players and additional members of our small society, In 
due time, however, the Inspector-general went off to 
arrange another district, and we were left with the new 
District Superintendent and his Assistant, to the dulness 
of the rainy season, which began this ycar punctually 
on the 15th of June, the date given, in geography books 
about India, for its commencement, 

The weary sodden months of July and August passed 
slowly away, and in September we began to cheer our- 
selves with the prospect of the approach of the cold weather, 
though it was still two months off. On the 18th of this 
month began the worship of the Goddess Doorga, commonly 

‘called the Doorga Poojah, which lasts for a fortnight, and, 
answers jn Bengal somewhat to our Christmas holidays 
in England. The festival had not quite such a hold of 
thé people in Behar as in Bengal proper; but nevertheless 
the Courts, criminal as well as the others, were elosed for 
ten days, the troublesome pojtifogging attorneys ceased to 
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seek for clients, and even “dacoits” refrained fiom their 
nefarious pursuits during this sacred interval. 

Melville determined to make a rush down to Calcutta 
to see his sister there, the wife of one of the Govern- 
ment Secretaries, and asked me if I would like to go 
with him. I was only too glad of the chance of a 
change, and Blake gave us both leave to go on our 
own responsibility; that is, he undertook to look after 
the district and do for Melville anything that might 
be necessary during his absence, while we should have 
to take upon ourselves the consequences of the Govern- 
ment finding fault with us for absenting ourselves from 
our districts without regular leave. 

We hoped to reach Calcutta in three days, as the railway 
had now been opened as far as Monghyr, which lay on 
the other bank of the Ganges, a little lower down than 
the south-easternmost corner of the Tirhoot district. We 
were to drive to an indigo factory situated on the river 
bank, and then take boat, which we expected would 
carry us to Monghyr, as it was down stream, easily in 
the course of one night. 

We left Mozufferpore on a Sunday morning, and arrived 
at the hospitable planter's house in time for a midday 
meal, He had been written to beforehand, and provided 
a country boat, and sent some food on board. Unfortu- 
nately, he had not himself inspected the boat, and on 
coming down to the ghdt to see us off, expressed some 
misgiving as to its fitness. It was a very clumsy affair, 
vety wide in proportion to its length, and covered with 
thatch, the covering coming so far forward as to leave 
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very little room in the bows for rowing purposes, In fact, 
there was scaicely space for four rowers, and our host had 
stipulated for six, But the weather was calm and the 
stream was strong; so we still thought to reach Monghyr 
very early in the morning, about 4a.m. We said good-bye 
to him in good spirits, and for the first two or three 
hours seemed to make fair progress. 

We determined to dine early, and go to sleep as soon as 
possible, as we had no candles with us, and it would be 
rather dreaty work sitting in the dark, or with the light 
only of the stinking oil lamp that could be procured from 
the boatmen, Our provisions consisted of a very small 
leg of lamb, a small loaf of bread, about half a tin of sweet 
biscuits, and a bottle of claret, This was considered 
ample to last us till Jf am. the next morning, so we ale 
carelessly, not thinking we should care to sce any of the 
remnants of the food again, But towards the small hours I 
was awoke by the boat rolling in a very’ uncomfortable 
way, and putting my head out in front of the thaich, I fouad 
that the men had ceased rowing, and that we were wallow- 
ing in the trough of a pretty considerable swell, caused by 
a strong south-easterly wind. I woke Melville, and with 
a little British cnergy we set the rowers to work again, 
But it was soon clear that it was impossible to kcep the 
head of the clumsy vessel to the wind, and that, as far as 
onward progress was concerned, we were utterly helpless, 
The wind increased ih strength every minute, and very 
soon rain began to pour down with tropical fury. As day- 

; light broke, we saw the right-hand bank, towards which 
the wind was driving us, about 2 mile off; and we hoped 
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to reach this, and take shelter until the wind should drop, 
or, if that seemed unlikely, retrace our sicps. But while 
considering what was best to be done, we felt a violent 
bump, the boat heeled over on one side, and then remained 
stationary. 

We had stuck on a sand bank, covered with only about 
half a foot of water. Oars and poles were at once put in 
requisition to shove us off; but the wind drove us on, and 
though Melville and I worked as hard as the rest, all our 
efforts were of no use, and we became convinced that we 
must stick where we were until the wind should moderate, 
My solar topee (pith hat) was whirled away during the 
struggle, but that was the only result, As the day passed 
on, about 6 a.m,, I began to feel hungry, and would have 
given a good deal for a hot cup of coffee and a piece of 
toast. We looked at our leg of lanfp, or rather the small 
remnant, There was no bread left, and we each had a 
bit of meat and a Sweet biscuit, not a nice mixture, our 
‘drink being drawn from the holy Ganges, which trouble- 
some tiver we both cursed from the bottom of our hearts, 
The day wore wearily on, still the same leaden sky, the 
same torrents of rain, and the same unceasing plash of the 
waves driven by the wind against our half-heeled-over 
boat. The thatch, too, was leaking; and Melville and I 
sat close together on a space about a yard square, which 
seemed drier than the rest. There was no danger, and 
consequently no excitement to keep up our spirits, The 
roof of the boat was not high enough to allow us to stand 
upright ; we had nothing to read, so all we could do was 
to squat, and endeavour to talk. In this respect the boat- 
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men were better off than we; for natives have any amount 
of sleep at command, and they lay huddled up like so 
many bundles of rags, apparently heedless of everything, 
but probably happy because able to be lazy. 

About midday we felt hungry, and again turned our 
attention to the remnant of our leg of lamb. To our dis- 
may it had turned green, The damp and muggy heat 
combined had caused this. With many misgivings we 
committed it to the stream, to be digested by some river 
turtle or alligator, and satiated our present pangs with a 
few sweet biscuits each, Evening came on, but with no 
change, and we were content to dine off a handful of dry 
rice, given us by the boatmen ; for the wind and rain was 
such that they could not .even attempt to light a fire in 
our exposed situation, They had, moreover, very little 
tice with them, as they expected to buy some cheap in 
the Monghyr bazaar. As the darkness scttled down, we 
tried to compose ourselves miserably to sleep, and par- 
tially succeeded, so that the night was less dreary than 
the day, But the morning dawned dismally, without break 
in the sky or cessation of the wind and the rain. Added 
to this, our food supply had nearly collapsed,‘ and we 
were reduced to two sweet biscuits each, 

About ten, a steamer passed us, a long way off; but 
without taking any notice of our signal of distress, viz, 
a pair of trousers, belonging to Melville, hauled up the 
mast. We used these in order to show the steamer people 
that Europeans.were on our country boat. We anathema- 
tized this vessel pretty well; but two hours afterwards, 
another passed us with the same result, and then our 
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indignation knew no bounds, I mentally composed ‘a tre- 
mendous letter to the Zuglishman newspaper on the in- 
human conduct of river steamer captains, which, as may be 
supposed, was never committed to writing, Probably we 
were not seen, and if we were, I doubt if they could have 
helped us without considerable risk; for it seemed we had 
got on a long strip of shallow, to which they were obliged 
to give a wide berth, and down the ‘side of this a tremen- 
dous current was running; and had they stopped near, 
they would probably have: been stranded like ourselves. 
For all this we were not prepared to make allowances at 
the time; and to add to our discomfort, the bottom of the 
boat being now pretty well waterlogged, the rats began to 
make their appearance in our neighbourhood, and to climb 
about the thatch roof, We consoled ourselves with the 
reflection that they would not find much to eat, “ Unless it 
should be our own unhappy persons,” I added, with a 
forced smile; but Melville suggested that it might be the 
other way, and we should eat them. 

But eyen this gale must have an end, and looking out 
hopelessly about § p.m, I thought I detected a light 
appearance in the sky to windward; and surely enough, 
half-an-hour afterwards, a gleam of sun shot through the 
clouds, and the wind had decidedly moderated, and the 
rain ceased, We also found, considerably to our surprise, 
that the river had fallen so much as to leave a small dry 
bit of sand on one side of our boat, and it was a relief to 
get out and stand on this. Presently we saw shoot out 
from the bank, some three-quarters of a mile distant, a 
very tiny dinghy, and, as it approached, we saw it was 
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navigated’ by an old greyheaded creature, who scemed afraid 
to come near us when he found we were Europeans. How- 
ever we got the boatmen to speak soothingly to him; 
Melville, too, addressed him as his father and brother, and 
by every other endearing term he could think of, and I 
made rupees glisten by holding them in the sun, which was 
now shining. 

At length he was persuaded to come alongside; and, with 
much caution and difficulty, Melville and I got into his 
frail craft, for the wind was still very strong, and reached 
the bank, The appearance of this was not very encou- 
raging, for it looked a mass of black streaming mud, 
about eight or ten feet high, We divested oursclves of 
our boots and socks, and even our trousers, and tying 
them in bundles on our backs, plunged on to, or rather 
into, this, and reached the top, black aboye our knees and 
our elbows. There we found a herd of tame buffalocs, 
enjoying the slimy nature of things in general, guarded by 
a small herd-boy, who was riding on the back of one of ' 
the huge ugly brutes, some hundred yards off, It is a 
curious fact that these creatures are so amenable to their 
keepers, who are gencrally small children, and so irate at 
the sight of a white man; and this was most disagreeably 
illustrated by one of them making a rush at me, I turned 
to fly, but my naked feet prevented my making any pro- 
gress in the mud; and so I held tp both my, arms, stood 
firm, and shrieked, This stopped the animal long enough 
to give the small boy time to drive him off, which he did 
quite easily, and then ran away in as great fear as if he 
had seen two evil spirits. 
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However, the village was only a couple of” hundred 
yards off, and going towards it we found a pool wheie 
we washed our arms and legs, and made ourselves look a 
little more respectable, and then went on to-where a small 
group had assembled to stare at us, and of whom Melville 
demanded in as authotitative a tone as possible where the 
“jeyt ryot,” or headman, was to be found, This indi- 
yidual was soon forthcoming, and we then inquired where 
the nearest police station was; and this to our sorrow we 
heard was eight miles away. We also found that we were 
in the district of Monghyr. 

“Then,” said Melville, “send a messenger to the than- 
nah, say that two Hakims from Tithoot have been 
wrecked here and want two palanquins as soon as 
possible to go to Barh, which we found was some thirty 
miles off, and tell the police to send information to the 
magistrate of Monghyr and the magistrate of Tirhoot.” 

‘This was done to make the villagers believe that, we 
were bond fide Hakims, and not European loafers only; 
and it had the effect of 1endering them willing to oblige 
us, The “patwarree,” or village accountant, placed a room, 
that is, a mud floor covered with a thatch and surrounded 
by mud walls, at our disposal; and here we prepared to 
pass the night, for it was now dark, and there was no 
chance of our getting the palanquins before the following 
morning. The village was inhabited by Hindoos, and so 
no animal food, eggs or fowls, could be procured ; but some 
tice and vegetable curry was prepared for us, and presented 
to us on plantain leaves, This we ate with our fingers, 
We wete starving ; and yet plunging my fingers into the 
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greasy mess had such a nauseating effect on me that I 
could scarcely swallow any of it, Melville was of stronger 
stomach, and ate all that I left as well as his own share. 
We then lay down to pass another miscrable night on a 
“takhtaposh,” a soit of low table on which the patwarice 
used to squat in the day-time with his papeis round him, 
and in which I found the nail heads even harder than 
the boards, Sleep was not possible, and it was an inex- 
pressible relief when day began to make its appearanco, 

The wind had by this time quite gone down, and the 
boatmen had managed to biing our baggage on shove, 
Soon the two palanquins appeared, accompanied by a 
policeman ; and after taking a draught of milk, and sign- 
ing two certificates, one for the “jeyt ryot” and one for 
the “pativartee,” both written out by the latter, that they 
had given us all necessary assistance, we started for the. 
nearest European habitation, These ceilificates would be 
carefully preserved by these two men, and brought forwaid 
as evidence of their being good characters in case of their 
getting into trouble by any chance afterwards, 

We had happened to come upon a low-lying tract of 
country, suited only for the cultivation of the heavy rice 
crop, so that there were no planters’ bungalows in the 
neighbourhood, Had there been, we should have been 
better off. As it was, we were anxious to see who was the 
inhabitant of the nearest European habitation, for the 
natives could only tell us he was a “railway sahib,” 

In about two‘houis we appioached the bungalow, and 
saw the sahib sitting in the verandah. My heart fell at 
the sight of him, fot it was clear he was one of the lower 
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class of employds, and I longed for something civilized 
both to talk to and to eat, He turned out to be a soit 
of overseer, and was for his position a decent enough fel- 
low ; but his means of hospitality were not great. However 
he did his best, and supplied us with some fried slices of 
village pig (a food we would not have looked at on any 
ordinaly occasion), and some gin and water, Being all 
but starved, we found these good ; and when discussed, our 
host, who had a trolly at his disposal, said he would give 
us a lift to Mokameh, where his superior the engineer lived, 
and whom I had met on my journey up, some nine months 
previously. The rails had been laid as far as Barh in that 
interval, though the line was not open for traffic. He was 
a mild-looking man; but his conversation on the tiolly 
was most truculent, According to his own account, he 
had killed several game-keepers in England before coming 
out to India, and committed other exploits of a similar 
character. We nevertheless paited on good terms about 
3 p.m, and were delighted to find ourselves hospitably 
received once more in a properly furnished bungalow, with 
a chance of getting something fit to eat. 

Our new host was much interested and amused with the 
recital of our adventures, at which we could now afford to 
laugh, and promised to send us on by trolly to Bah the 
next day, after we were refreshed with a proper dinner 
and a good night's rest. The next day we reached Barh, 
in the Patna district; and I found that my former host 
had taken advantage of the Doorga holidays to go into 
head-quarters, to consult Alison the Magistrate; but at 
(he dik bungalow we found the new Assistant Superin- 
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tendent of Police, who had only recently been appointed 
here. He proved to be an old acquaintance of Melville’s 
and with his assistance we soon procured a deccnt- 
looking boat to cross us once more to the Tihoot side 
of the river, With some misgivings I trusted myself again 
to the treacherous stream; but this time nothing adverse 
happened, and about sunset we cast anchor close 1o the 
hospitable bungalow of the Begum Serai factory. Here 
again our adventures were the source of considerable 
amusement, and a running coolie was sent into the station 
with a letter for Mrs. Melville, to allay any anxiety that 
she might feel, and also to prepare relays of horses on 
the road, for we had sixty-five miles to drive, and conse- 
quently thirteen horses were necessary. 

The following evening saw us safe once more in Mozul- 
ferpore; where our movements had been the subject of 
much speculation, for Melville's brother-in-law had been 
telegraphing in all directions to know what had become of 
him ; and Mrs, Melville had in consequence been seriously 
alarmed, The only practical result was, that we both got 
a wigging from Coldham the Commissioner, for absenting 
ourselves from our district without leave, 

In due time the police report was forwaided from 
Monghyr to Blake, for information, stating that two 
Europeans calling themselves Tirhoot Hakims had come 
on shore at Barhceia: (the name of the village), and that 
they, the police, had furnished them with palanquins and 
everything necessary to go on to Bah. For some time 
after this we were a good deal pestered with inquiries as 
to how we had enjoyed Calcutta. 
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I think the adventure is worth relating, as showing to 
what straits Europeans may be reduced in a highly culti- 
vated and civilized part of Bengal, if thrown entirely upon 
native resources, 

My next journey took place a month later, when I had 
again to cross the Ganges to gel to Patna for my ex- 
amination, The river had begun to subside ; but yet it was 
very different in appearance to the series of streams and: 
sandbanks I had traversed in the previous cold weather ; 
and by making a tour of the large island, which was now 
only just above water, a boat could go across at one 
stretch, There was a favourable breeze blowing, and I 
‘quite enjoyed the sail. There was a pleasant party at 
Alison's hospitable table that evening, for several young 
civilians had come in from the neighbouring districts, and 
my starvation tiip was a source of considerable merriment, 

In these days the examination for the whole province’, 
under Coldham’s jurisdiction was conducted by the Logcali* 
Committee at Bankipore, consisting of Coldham, Lawson, 
Alison, and a native Deputy Magistrate, + The papers, 
however, were issued by a Central Committee in Calcutta, 
There were four papers in all, one containing twelve ques- 
tions on Revenue Law, Rent Law, and all work done on 
the Collectorate side; another containing a similar number 
on Criminal Law and all work done on the Magistrate's 
side of, the office; a piece of prose to be translated into 
very grammatical Hindustani; and a second piece to be 
dictated into Hindustani, to be written down by a native 
clerk. We also had to hear the record of a case read out, 
and write a decision upon it, and converse with two classes, 
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of natives—an educated man and a rustic, and read off 
some ordinary documents wiitten in shikust, or the run- 
ning hand in the vernacular. 

The Revenue was much the tougher of the two law 
papers, as it embraced a great varicly of subjccts—among 
others, the regulations for the Permanent Settlement of 
Lord Cornwallis; the law of resumptions by Government 
of illegal grants ; the law for the collection of the revenue ; 
the Excise, Opium, and Salt laws; the Stamp Acts; the 
law of Batwarra, or division of estates; the law of the ac- 
quisition of land for public purposes ; and the great Rent 
Law Act of 1859, which had only 1ecently come into 
wotking ; and, though mentioned last, by no means least, 
the Rules of Practice based upon these laws and framed 
by the Board of Revenue. 

The Criminal Paper embraced the new Penal and Cri- 
minal Procedure Codes, the new Police Code, the Cattle 
Trespass Act, the Fey Laws, the Municipal Act, Rail- 
way Act, and the Law of Evidence, then Act II, of 1845. 
The first two of these Codes I think I knew pretty neatly . 
"by heart, as this was the only sure way of being able to 
“afswer the questions in this paper, the very words of the 
Ag. being required by the Examiners, Z.g., “When is a 
person said to use force to another?” In answer to sucht 
a question it was necessary to give the definition in the. 
Penal Code word for word, and a precious long one it is, 
T insert it there as a specimen, 

“Sec, 349.—A person is said to use force to another if 
he causes motion, change of motion, or cessation of motion 
to that other, or if he causes to any substance such motion, 


174. Life in the Mofussil, 


change of motion, or cessation of motion as brings that 
substance into contact with any part of that other's body, 
or with anything which that other is wearing or carrying, 
or with anything so situated that such contact affects that 
other’s sense of fecling ; provided that the person causing 
the motion, or change of motion, or cessation of motion 
causes that motion, change of motion, or cessation of mo- 
tion in one of the three ways hereinafter described ; 

“ First, By his own bodily power, 

“Secondly, By disposing any substance in such a manner 
that the motion, or change or cessation of motion, takes 
place without any further act on his part, or on the part of 
any other person. 

“Thirdly, By inducing any animal to move, to change 
its motion, or cease to move.” 

We examinees used to chafe a good deal at these ques- 
tions, saying, “What is the use of asking them, when we 
always have the books at our Side for reference in actual 
practice?” But no doubt the fact of having to learn our 
laws like this was of great use in making us familiar with 
them, and enabled us to know where to look when we had 
the books beside us, The questions, possibly, were not al- 
ways very intelligently set; but the mere reading for the 
examination, though distasteful, was beneficial, 

In the Vernacular Examination the insistance on gram- 
matical accuracy was carried to an almost absurd pitch. 
There is a wretched particle “ne” in Hindustani, which 
spoils all fluency and neatness in long sentences, if used 
in accordance with the exigences of grammar, and which 
is disregarded freely by native clerks in writing orders and ” 
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reports, but neglect of which brought many a glibly tall- 
ing and writing examinee to grief in the translation paper. 
The paragraph set for dictation consisted generally of 
long and involved English sentences, and seemed to me as 
a rule more difficult than that given for translation; but 
as what emanated from the mouth of the young “ Hakim” 
was taken down by a subservient native clerk only too 
anxious to make .the result as good as possible, in many 
cases this was not so trying a test as it was intended to be, 
It was amusing to watch how civil all we examinces were 
to this underling; and it was very important that those 
who dictated towards the end of the list should be so, for 
by that time he had got an inkling of what the English 
really meant, and could be of powerful assistance, : 

The examinations are now conducted in a much stricter 
way; and the Local Committees give marks only in the 
subject of conversation, all the papers being looked over 
by the Central Committee, in Calcutta; but at this time 
everything was done in a very friendly way. Lawson 
superintended my conversation with the Deputy Magis- 
trate who represented the educated gentleman in my case. 
He had, as I knew, a small boat; and I directed the con- 
versation to this, and asked him if he would lend it to 
Lawson, or if he were afraid, Lawson being stout, to say 
the least of it, Lawson here interposed very good 
humouredly, said I conversed very well, and gave me full 
marks, 

Two days after both law papers were finished, I went 
over to see Lawson in the early morning, and found him 
‘engaged in what he called looking over them. Full marks 
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for each paper were’ 160 ;“and to pass, it was -necéssary to 
get 100. Lawson's plan was, to see who had got 97, or 
thereabouts, and give them an additional four or five 
marks each, so as: to bring’ them over tlie 100. Alison 
and the Deputy Magistrate had already marked the papers 
carefully and conscientiously fo ‘doubt, and it remained 
for Coldham and Lawson to do the same, when an 

, average would be struck by adding the marks given by all 
the examiners together, and dividing by four. Lawson's 
theory was, that it was a waste of labour to make four men 
look over‘one paper; and that if a man got 9¥ marks he 
myst know enough about it to make him fit to pass, and 
therefore, as far as he was concerned, he passed him. It so 
happened that I had plenty of marks in both papers, so 
that I did not want any assistance ; but it occurred to me 
that it would be rather hard for other examinees, if mem- 
bers of other Local Committees did not happen to hold 
the same views. 

The reading documents in the vernacular was also easily 
got over in thése days; but now is the greatest stumbling 
block to examinees, for instead of having to stammer 
through two or three lines, as I had, they have to write 
out the whole thing in the-Roman character, The shikust 
Hindustani writing is exceedingly difficult to learn to read, 
and it requires long and constant practice to do it fluently, 
On the whole, my few days of examination were very plea- 
sant, and I felt pretty confident that I had passed ; for 
though all the proceedings of the Locals nadie con- 
firmed by the Centrals in Calcutta, yet this was a mere 
mattey of form, and it was only a question of waiting until 
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they should choose to hold a mecting and order the names 
of those who had passed to be inserted in the Calcutta 
Gazette, . . 

Rawlinson had passed the First, or Lower Standard at 
the previous examination, and was now in for the Second, 
sor Higher Standard, in which the papers set were on the 
same subjects, but supposed-to be more difficult, and in 
which an examination in Bengalt.was included. He was 
now empowered to try a larger range of cases, and could 
inflict a fine of 200 ts., or £20, and sentence toa term of six 
months’ imprisonment ; and he could also adjudicate cases 
under the rent law. In fact, I felt he was ahead of mc; 
and as he was also now drawing §0 rs, a month, or 460 
a year, more than I was, I was sensible already of the 
importance of the time I had' lost in coming round the 
Cape, instead of by the overland route; and in dawdling 
in Calcutta, 

Further too, his suit with Miss Coldham appeared to be 
prospering, and he seemed in a fair way to a ve1y success- 
ful start, é ‘i 

T felt rather sad on my return journey Lo the trial of my 
everlasting assault cases, and looked eagerly forward to the 
report of the Central Committee ; but they wore lazy, and 
no mention was made of us in'the Gagette until January, 
I was afterwards told that one of the senior members of 
the Central Committee could not be got to attend the 
meeting, hence the delay,.which was altogether uncalled 
for andmost annoying td, all of us examinees, j 

However, in the meantime the cold weather came on; 
there were no more dreary hot afternoons to lounge hope- 

VOL. I. 
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lessly through; and on the 16th of November commenced 
the great Sonepore fair, with which is combined the pleas- 
antest race meeting in the world. This has been described 
in detail by the able author of “Letters from a Competi- 
tion Wallah”; but this year was the last occasion in which 
it may he said really to have been sacred to the enjoy- 
ment of the European inhabitants of the surrounding dis- 
tricts, for in succeeding years the railway was open, dnd 
the European society was quadrupled. 

I will shortly state that we Europeans took up our 
quatters in a large grove of trees bordering on an open 
plain, in which Jay the race-course, The whole grove 
was filled with tents, one wide way being kept clear as a 
sort of street through the whole. Blake had asked Per- 
cival and myself to join his camp, as he had plenty 
of tents at his disposal; and this was a very agree- 
able arrangement for us. Sonepore itself lies at the point 
of confluence of the river Gunduk with the Ganges. The 
Gunduk separates Tirhoot from the neighbouring district 
of Chuprah, so that we Tirhoot officials had only this 
stieam,—a broad and rapid one it is true,—between out- 
selves and our own jurisdiction. The route to it was down 
the Hajeepore road, by Gooriah Ghat, the place where I 
had slept on my first journey up to Mozufferpore. Gooriah 
now presented a very different scene to that occasion, as 
all the accommodation was taken up, and innumerable 
vehicles quite filled up the road in front of the bungalow. 
Blake spent a night there en famille, but most of us merely 
stopped to change horses. 

Percival and I left Mozufferpore before daylight, and 
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teached Gooriah just in time to find Blake installing his 
family in their barouche. They seemed rather crowded 
and somewhat fretful, and I felt glad that I was un- 
attached, at any rate for this occasion; and I think Percival 
for the moment did not regret that his family were some 
7,000 or 8,000 miles away. We offered Blake a seat in our 
dog-cart, which he accepted with some alacrity, telling his 
wife that he would go on ahead with us and see that the 
boat was ready at the crossing. This, probably, was not 
his sole reason; but yet it was really a good one, for the 
resources of the ferry were completely overtaxed on this 
occasion; and without a certain display of authority and 
European energy, hous might elapse before a crossing 
could be effected. 

The ghat presenfed a scene of indescribable confusion, 
Elephants were being urged into the water, having been 
first divested of their loads, in order that they might swim 
across under the guidance of their mahouts, When an 
elephant swims, he keeps a very small piece of his back 
above water, or else sufficiently near the surface to enable 
the mahout to stand upon it and direct his movements, 
They are very nervous animals, and easily lose their heads, 
The day previously one had got frightened, refused to 
obey its mahout, and swam about without approaching 
either bank, until it sank and was drowned, Its body had 
been washed on to a shallow; and we could now seé it, 
with numerous vultures and other birds of prey hoverihg 
in the neighbourhood, waiting until the tough hide should 
be sufficiently decomposed to become penetrable by their 
beaks. 


* 
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There were horses, cattle, and sheep in numbers, buggies 
and native carts, and native goods, and European bag- 
gage, tents, and tent furniture, waiting in quantities which 
it seemed impossible should ever get across, However, on 
Blake's appearance, a boat which had just returned from 
the opposite shore was kept clear for him and for us; and 
by the time we had got our dog-cart on board, the 
barouche with the rest of his party appeared, Under the 
Hakim's eye the ferrymen worked hard; and we were soon 
on our way to the other side, whereas an unfortunate native 
passenger with any baggage would probably have had to 
wait for hours, As we drove up the street of canvas dwell- 
ings on the other side, from every tent already occupied 
friendly faces looked out and friendly voices shouted a 
welcome. Our servants had gone onthe previous day 
with our baggage, so that we found all comforts ready. 

Sonepore fair, of course, originates in a religious cere- 
mony, which consists in bathing at the point of confluence 
of the Gunduk with the Ganges, at the very moment that 
the November moon is at the full. Such bathing washes 
away all previous sing; but it must be done at the exact 
moment, and to this end crowds assemble and await the 
signal given by a Brahmin, who sits on a small sand 
hillock overlooking the spot. He is supposed to give the 
signal a few seconds before, in order to give as many 
bathers as possible time to get into the water; and the 
crowd at the moment he gives it is a very extraordinary 
sight. People of both sexes, of all ages and ranks (IIin- 
‘dus, of course), make a simultaneous rush to the water. 
Many accidents take place, and occasionally some are 
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drowned ; but to be drowned on such an occasion is about 
equal to being crushed under the wheel of Juggernath’s 
car, and the fate of any one so dying cannot be considered 
a cause of sorrow. 

The Brahmins, on the one hand, like a death or two, as 
it adds to the fame and sanctity of the ceremony ; but on 
the other, they are afraid that too many would lead to 
disagreeable restrictions on the part of the officials of the 
unsympathetic British Government, who, as it is, place 
policemen here to keep order and prevent all accidents, as 
far as may be possible, There are too, I am soity to say, 
many impious thieves, who take advantage, of the frenzied 
fervour of those who are anxious to wash away their sins, 
to ply their calling very successfully. 

We Europeans further inland, in our pleasant canvas 
town under the shade of the grove, took little notice of 
these things, but devoted outselves to Anglo-Saxon 
pleasures with very remarkable energy. The amusements 
were of: a nature similar to those described at the 
Mozufferpore race meeting ; but as nobody's tent was very 
far from anybody else’s, and as everybody had ‘br ought a 
large amount of good cheer which he wished to share with 
his friends, the amount of eating and drinking was very 
great, I never saw so much hospitality pressed into ten 
days, 

One additional thing to do, was | visit to the elephant 
and horse fairs, the latter being adehmpynied with some 
risk, as every other animal seemed tobe as dangerous as 
a man-eating tiger. They were mostly blindfolded, and 
their fore and hind feet securely tied ; butt not unfrequently 
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they managed to break loose, and then the fighting and 
kicking and biting became a serious matter. 

The ball-room was in the race stand, a masonry build- 
ing of some pretensions; and as it possessed a good 
polished wood floor, and this season was not overcrowded, 
the dances were very enjoyable, The supper and the 
utensils wherewith to eat it were provided from the race 
fund; and the whole thing was on a much grander and 
more finished scale than that at Mozufferpore. 

The weather was lovely, and the nights bright moon- 
light; and to me ten more enjoyable days cannot be 
imagined. I had, of course, no cares of state; but Blake 
had a mass of correspondence forwarded daily, as had all 
the other District Collectors here assembled, Poor Mel- 
ville had to rush back in the middle of the enjoyments 
to take up a setious dacoity case, which some most dis- 
obliging dacoits had chosen to commit on the second day 
of the meeting ; and as he had to leave all his family fully 
established in the canvas town, with a géod deal of his 
household furniture, his bungalow must have looked very 
bare, and all his surroundings have been melancholy, He 
doubtless was better pleased than most of us when we all 
returned to our respective homes and occupations. 

In December, Blake went out bachclor-wise into camp, 
and took me with him, to learn something of district work, 
theoretically ; practically, for company’s sake, and to give 
me a chance of some shooting. I know that I did little 
else but shoot large quantities of duck and black par- 
tridges, and occasionally found the time rather long when 
Blake was getting through heavy bundles of correspond- + 
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ence sent out to him by post, and in which I could be of 
no use. 

Tirhoot is a very pleasant district for camping out, with 
numerous pleasant groves of trees under which to pitch 
tents; but, as a fact, there is not so much actual work to be 
done here as in the districts of Eastern Bengal, where the 
great rivers change the whole face of the country in their 
neighbourhood, one may say, almost annually, and constant 
re-settlements of the land are necessary. 

At length, in January came the news that I had passed 
by the Lower Standard, and I was empowered now to try 
various criminal cases of a nature that I could not take 
up before; and I could pass’ sentences of six months’ im- 
prisonment, with or without labour, and a fine up Lo 200 rs, 
Technically speaking, I was invested with “special 
powers,” and on the Collectorate side, I could try cases 
under the Rent-law Act X. of 1859, Further, my pay 
was increased by 50 rs. a month, making it 450 rs, monthly, 
or £540 a year, I had to undergo a further examination 
of a more difficult nature in the same subjects, and also in 
Bengali in April. 

All this might have come to me some two months 
sooner, had it not been for the laziness of the member of 
the Central Committce above mentioned; and I had very 
little time to get much Bengali ready by April next, the 
more so as my work increased with my increased powers, 
My resolution was to work very hard; but alas! in, the 
middle of January came the Mozufferpore races, all the 
mote enjoyable now that I knew everybody, and in 
February Blake had a shooting party to the Terai, and 
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asked me to go with him. The races passed off much as 
those of the previous year; but the jungle trip was my 
first experience of the kind, and I looked forward to it 
with the keenest anticipations of enjoyment. We had fifty 
miles to drive to the Nepaulese frontier, where all roads 
ended and we had to take to horseback, Our party 
consisted of Blake and a friend, Colville, Macpherson, and 
myself; and we started in two batches, Colville and myself 
in the early morning, and the rest later on in the day, they 
taking on the various relays of horses as we left them at 
each place, 

I think it may be laid down as a rule, that young men 
in India who have any horses at all, have vicious ones, and 
I was no exception to this rule, Two that I had on the 
road were splendid goers when once started, but the diffi- 
culty was to start. The one generally refused to move at 
first,—I had bought her at Sonepore,—but once off, went 
very fast, and never tired, It required very careful coaxing 
and management to get her off. The other was only too 
anxious to start, and gave no time to get into the vehicle 
to which she was attached ; the only plan was, to creep up 
behind, without allowing her to suspect any designing 
person of a desire to enter the dog-cart, and be content with 
being ‘able to get one foot on the step, The moment she 
felt the pressure on the shafts, away she would go; and if 
checked, became very violent,—she was a very big, powerful 
animal,—and generally upset whatever she might be draw- 
ing into the nearest ditch, 

I understood them both, and Colville understood all 
horses,—though he rather chafed at having to give in to 
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their caprices in this way,—so we got on capitally, and 
arrived at our rendezvous,—a hospitable planter's bunga- 
low, at the very edge of the district,—in excellent time, 
We expected the others some threc hours later, in time 
to go on all together to our first camp before dark, But 
evening came on, ahd there were no signs of them, I 
began to get a little anxious; and as Colville and I knew 
that none.of the trio behind were good at the manage- 
ment of horses, we were afraid they might have broken 
down altogether, Our host was the only person pléased, 
as it gave him the certainty of company for one evening 
at any tate, We had half finished our dinner, which had 
been keep waiting some time, when the sound of wheels 
was heard at the door; and on hastening out we found 
our three friends, not in the best of tempers, 

“You're a pretty fellow to trust to for diks!” growled 
Macpherson. 

“Never mind,” said our host; “don’t say anything 
about your misadventures until you have had some 
dinner, and then you can grumble as you please.” 

So our repast was resumed; and in the genial presence 
of bottled beer, accidents that had appeared simply irrita- 
ting before, now began to assume somewhat of the ludicrous ; 
and finally we got a good-humoured account of the details. 
It appeared that the first-mentioned of the two mares 
had shown signs of an unwillingness to start, and Mad¢- 
phetson had in an illjudged way used the whip, This 
decided her not to move, and she had stubbornly resisted 
all efforts to do so for a whole hour, At length the syce's 
plan was adopted, of leaning with all his weight against 
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one shaft; when the mare shifted a little, the other syce, 
belonging to the horse recently takon out, began to lean 
against the other shaft; and so, as she got no case stand- 
ing still, she finally elected to go on, and carried them 
thiough the dak splendidly. 

At the next dak, the syce had warned them of the 
peculiarities of the big mare; but Macpherson, who was 
to take the back seat of the dog-cart, was not sufficiently 
quick in jumping in, and as she plunged forward lost 
his hold and was left on his back in the middle of the 
road, Blake, who was driving, had to pull up, whercat 
the mare became violent, backed them all into the ditch, 
and tuned out him and his friend, and all the guns and 
things they had with them, She also fell down herself, 
They promptly sat on her head and undid the harness, 
and hoped to get her out without any breakage ; but just 
at the last moment, she gave one kick and sent one of the 
shafts flying, Nobody, however, was hurt, and a speci- 
men of the all-useful bamboo was procured and tied on 
to serve as a shaft; but then it was found impossible to 
harness her again, and after many vain attempts, it was 
decided to re-harness the other mare, and trust that she 
would consent to start. She was somewhat subdued 
with her previous work, and now an obedient, instead of 
a capricious servant, for she went off at once, and did 
her second stage as well as the first. 

“And now,” said Blake, “what do you mean, sir, by 
endangering your superior officer's life in this way?” 

“T can lend my superior officer horses,” I replied, “but 
T can't give him understanding how to manage then,” 
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Every man stands up for his own animals; but my 
remark was not justified by the facts, Blake was much 
too good-lempered to be angry, however; and I may here 
mention the, end of, these animals, The firs. I sold 
soon afteiwards at the price I paid forhe, The big mare 
I kept obstinately for some two years. She smashed one 
dog-cart of mine afterwards; and I finally lent her to a 
fiiend, whom she upset, and falling down herself too, 
tried to kick the shaft away as on this occasion ; her leg 
however came in contact with the step of the dog-cart 
instead, and she died from the effects of the injury. 

The fact is, that with us horses were always driven 
before they were propeily broken; and I mention the 
above to show the sort of thing that constantly occurred 
when diiving long stages, Sometimes the escapes were 
marvellous. Soon after this, a friend of mine was driving 
his sister and her little girl over a bridge where a weak 
bamboo railing served as a parapet, In ciossing, the 
horse took fright at something, and, refusing to go on, 
began to back against the railing, He saw the danger and 
said to his sister, “Gel out and take the child.’ Shejumped 
out; but as he was handing her the child, the railing 
gave way, and he and the littl girl, carl, and horse 
were precipitated into the water, some fiflecn fect below. 
The sister, in relating the story to me, said she recollected 
nothing more till she found heiself in the water—which 
was fortunately only between three and four fect deep,— 
groping for the child, and saw her brother doing the same, 
He finally caught her by the hair and handed her to his 
sister. The final result of all this was, that beyond the 
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bending of one step of the dog-cart, and the ducking 
and fright, no damage was done. The villagers of the 
neighbourhood came to their assistance, and they were 
able actually to re-harness the horse and drive on. 

The next day we rode on to our camp, some twenty 
miles across the frontier, Blake had a pass from the 
Nepaulese authorities, so we entered that country without 
hindrance and found our camp in the afternoon on the 
banks of the Bhagmatty, a river flowing down from the 
Nepaulese hills, now close by, and with big-tree forests 
all round us. We had four tents, Colville’s being the 
largest ; but we used that also for feeding purposes. This 
was my first experience of a jungle expedition, and I 
was quite astonished at the army of followers that seemed 
necessary for our comfort and convenience, Of course, 
everything for eating and drinking purposes had to be 
brought with us, as nothing except water was procurable 
on the spot, We had too, forty-eight elephants,—a very 
large number for a private party,—and these necessitated 
ninety-six men to look after them, and conveyances for their 
food also, As it got dark, and the various fires flickering 
caused fantastic lights and shadows among the tall trees, 
the scene was picturesqtie indeed ; and it was too delight- 
ful to be lulled to sleep by the sound of the river running 
over its pebbly bottom——a sound never heard further down 
in the plains, where a stone is never seen. It was cheery 
too to be roused in the morning by the shrill crow of the 
jungle cock (our game’ fowl), which are very numerous 
here, and to feel that a long day’s sport was before one, 

But we did not make a start before 10 am., for first 
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of all the elephants had to be washed like babies. 
Each was taken down to the river, where, at the orders 
of its mahout, it lay down in the shallow water, and 
instead of being soaped, was holy-stoned all over, and 
then allewed to have a good wallow to wash itself clean. 
This done, the sun soon dried them, and oinamental fringes 
were painted with whitening on their forcheads and on 
their noses, or rather the places whete their noses would 
have been if they had not had trunks instead, At 
length all was ready, five staunch elephants were chosen 
from the rest to carry our howdahs, eight smaller ones 
were detached tq get forage for the rest, and with the 
remaining thirty-five we formed line, and commenced tor 
crash through the forest, 

The trees were tall and the underwood not so very 
thick at our starting point, so the work was comparatively 
easy. Almost immediately, a peacock flew up in front of 
me, I had my ball-gun in my hand, and did not fire, 
but put it down and took up my shot-gun, when almost 
directly a beautiful spotted deer went bounding away to 
my right, and was well out of sight before I had time 
to pick up my rifle and bring it to bear, This was 
puzzling, but very exciting, as no one knew what game 
might be sighted at any moment, from a snipe to a tiger. 
Presently the jungle got more difficult; and it was then 
wonderful to see the intelligent manner in which the 
elephants worked their way through it, and the consider- 
ation those which carried howdahs showed for their 
riders, They would push bodily down small trees, za, 
under thirty feet high, by putting a forefoot against them 
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and swaying backwards and forwards until the trunk, 
yielded to the weighty pressure ; at the command of the 
mahout they would put their trunks up and break off 
any branch that would otherwise knock off the head or 
the hat of the occupant of the howdah; or, if a mass 
of creepers clinging to the forest trees barred the way, 
would stop and patiently pull them down in detail until 
piogress was possible. . 

All this, of course, rendered it difficult to keep line, and 
yet considerable abuse fell to the lot of those whom 
Blake's eye caught lagging behind. He commanded our 
party, and was himself under the guidance of our “shi- 
karree,” a wiry old Nepaulee, whom we all treated with 
great deference in the hope that civility would induce 
him to show us an extra tiger or two. The first day’s 
sport resulted in a few deer, jungle fowl, and other small 
game; and we sat down to our dinner and a rubber 
afterwards by no means dissatisfied. For on our return to 
camp we received information that a cow had been killed 
by a tiger not very far off, and we hoped to get sight 
of him on the morrow. Large quantities of cattle are 
driven into the forest during the dry weather for pasture ; 
but though they pay nothing for their food the losses 
by tigers must cost the herdsmen dear. 

The next morning the order was, to fire at nothing 
but tiger; and rather wearisome work I found it. Ifthe 
scent weie very hot, then it was easy enough to refrain; 
but beating as we did for hour after hour through ap- 
parently interminable jungle, alternating between tall 
trees with tangled undergrowth where it was dark at 
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midday, and comparatively open places covered with tall 
grass from sixteen to twenty fect high, it seemed hope- 
less to expect to hit upon one particular animal, and 
the precaution of not firing appeared useless, And then, 
too, every other species of game seemed more plenti- 
ful than ever, as it always does on these otcasions, 

At length, after some four hours’ hard beating, we had 
just crashed through a dark bit of forest and were emerg- 
ing on an open grassy bit of small extent, when my cle- 
phant showed signs of uneasiness and gave that shrill 
scream called “trumpeting,” which was talken up by the 
rest, My mahout pointed silently to the tall grass 
waving sinuously to my right front and just before Colville, 
as if some laige animal were moving quietly along at the 
bottom. Colville was peering down as if hard staring 
would enable him to pierce through the sixteen feet of 
grass coveting, and my chuprassie in the hind seat of the 
howdah began to cough nervously, and said, “Bagh hoga 
khudawind.” (It will be a tiger, my lord.) 

Tt was very exciting. We all pressed on. Suspicion became 
certainty, as the sinuous wave became more rapid, And 
as the grass got thinner on the edge of the trecs we were 
now apptoaching, on the other side of the open bit, a fine 
tiger became visible, trotting quietly along; and weall blazed 
at him, almost simultaneously, He gave no sign, but dis- 
appeared in the forest underwood, We all belicved, at 
the moment, that we had hit him. The wish was doubtless 
father to the thought, and the word to “chase” was given, 
Our line got much scattered in our eagerness, and’ I be- 
came somewhat separated from the rest. 
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We went crashing through the thick forest, when sud- 
denly I came ugon a group of dead trees, and on every 
tree was a huge serpent, some coiled asleep on a withered 
branch, and others half hanging down, as if in search of 
prey. In our excitement we had got amongst them with- 
out petceiving if; and as many of them were on branches 
just on a level with my howdah, the sensation was not 
pleasant; in fact it was “creepy,” and I felt inclined to 
compress as much of my person as possible inside my 
howdah, and Ihave no doubt my mahout and ¢huprassie 
felt the same. I have never seen anything like it since, 
and we three were the only members of our party who saw 
it, We stood for a moment until we caught the sounds of 
the others breaking through the jungle in the distance, and 
hastened to join them, leaving our serpents #2 stazn guo, 

On coming up with the otheis, I tried to get them in- 
terested about this ; but they were much too excited, about 
the tiger, and I could command no attention. The 
seipents were doubtless of the Python species, of which 
there are a good many in the Terai forests ; but it was very 
exceptional to see so many collected together and in such 
positions. It was horribly weird, and the impression it 
ptoduced on me was lasting. 

We went on chasing our tiger for some two hours; and 
then gave him up as a bad job, This is a veracious history, 
and I must admit, that, whether we hit him or not, we did 
not bag that tiger, Barring the surrounding scenery and 
the subjective excitement, the incident was lame cnough, 
for the animal trotted as coolly away as if he had been 
a calf or a donkey, and quite accustomed to the proximity 
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of human beings, It was vexatious to miss him, as both 
Colville and Blake were good shots, and in this very after- 
noon I saw Macpherson, who was not a good shot, put a 
bullet through the neck of a peacock that was sitting on 
the dead branch of a tree at nearly 100 yards’ ‘distance, and 
shortly after kill at one shot a spotted deer that was 
bounding along at a great pace, and certainly eighty or 
ninety yards from him, These were both flukes, doubt- 
less ; but we wished that one of them had come off on the 
tiger, “ 

During the remaining eight days that we shot, we did 
not see another tiger, though we had plenty of“ khabar” 
(news). Indeed one day a herdsman came running in to 
tell us that a tiger had just attacked one of his herd, and 
that he had struck him with a bamboo, and frightened him 
off. We saw the cow all bleeding from claw wounds, but 
never got asight of the tiger. The intrepidity of the herds- 
man struck me very much; but I suppose the tiger could 
not have been very hungry, or he would not have yielded 
his prey so easily, 

One amusing incident was our whole line of forty 
elephants being put to flight by a small pig scarcely a 
foot long. We were beating across a wide expanse of open 
grass, and in very good line, when a shrill grunt was 
heard, and something seemed to charge our very centre. 
Blake's elephant turned tail, and a panic seized all the, 
rest ; with some difficulty we got them round and wenffon 
again, and the’ same thing was repeated three times. At 
length Blake got a sight of the small creature and shot 
him; and as he was hoisted on toa pad elephant, it seemed 
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too ridiculous that such a thing, nof more than a foot long, 
should three times have put to flight forty elephants and 
five sahibs with guns and innumerable followers ¢ and it 
was a good proof of what terribly nervous things elephants 
canbe, Colville moralized in a melancholy way over his 
death, and regretted bitterly that he had not been allowed 
to come to maturity in a ridable country. : 

And now it was time to leave the happy hunting 
grounds and return to our workaday life. We had had 
very inferior spoit, for the very good reason that we had 
come up much toa early : the grass jungle and underwood 
was green and thick, and had not been thinned at all by 
the fires which always occur later on in the season, But 
we had had a most pleasant ten days, and finished our 
patty in the very sincere hope that we should again join 
for a similar purpose, The journey back afforded no 
special excitement; my obstreperous horses had been re- 
placed by others, and no upsets occurred, 

The morning after my return I received a note from 
Melville, stating that an addition to his family had necessi- 
tated his being up all night, and asking me to go to office 
and take his seat for the day. I was too glad to be of 
such importance and assumed his place with a certain scnse 
of dignity, Cases already commenced by him had of 
course to be postponed ; but I ordered the new ones to 
be brought up, and began to give ordets for the issue of 
summonses, etc, The Sherishtadar here addressed me in 
an under-tone, and very definitely pointed out that my 
orders were illegal,as I had not been empowered by 
Goyeinment to receive new complaints, but only to try 
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auen Gases as were specially made over to me. In fact I 
was acting altogether without juilsdiction, « Oh,” T said, 
“it’s only for to-day.” Not a very logical reply ; but he 
acquiesced with a shrug of the shoulders, which meant to 
say that he had divested himself of responsibility, No. 
body else ‘objected, and no doubt many persons came in on 
illegal summonses and warrants j but no harm was done, as 
no one else appeared to discover the technical flaw, 


CHAPTER VII. 
ASSISTANT MAGISTRATE IN CHARGE OF DURBHUNGA. 


TAKE OVER CHARGE FROM MY PREDECESSOR.—BUTWARRAS,—A 
DIFFICULT CASE,—SECOND EXAMINATION,-—VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
—PUBLIC MERTING.—“ 1ZZAT” ACCIDENT AT COURT,—INVESTED 
WITH FULL POWERS,—A NATIVE NOBLEMAN, 


HowrEvrr my importance became real some few days 
afterwards, for on the 13th of March I received the official 
announcement that “His Honour the Lieut,-Governor 
of Bengal had been pleased to appoint me to the charge 
of the subdivision of Durbhungah, and Itad also empowered 
me to hold the preliminary inquiry into cases triable by 
the Court of Session, and commit or hold to bail petsons 
to take their trial before such Court, in accordance with 
Sec, XXXVIIL. of the Criminal Procedure Code.” This 
special empowering was tendered necessary by the fact 
that I was only a subordinate magistrate of the Ist class, 
and had not been invested with ‘the full powers of a 
magistrate, as I had not passed my second examination, 
It seems odd that an official not yet considered fit to 
take cognizance of all magisterial cases arising within his 
local jurisdiction, should be ‘appointed the sole criminal 
authority in charge of an area of over 2,000 square miles in 
extent; but yet this was by no means unusual, as there 
was a scarcity of full-power officers to take chargé of ap- 
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pointments of this sort, the more so as Government was 
extending the system, and a great number of new sub- 
divisional jurisdictions were being created in each dis- 
trict, Atthis time Tirhoot, with ils 6,343 square miles, had 
only one, and all criminal cases had to be instituted here 
or at the head quarters, which caused great inconvenience 
to many suitors, in consequence of the long distances they 
had to come, But five or six years subscquently, this one 
was multiplied into six, Durbhungah itself being split up 
into three ;| and I now learn that it has been elevated into 
a separate district, 

The head-quarters of the subdivision were only at this 
moment in course of being established at Durbhungah, for 
heretofore they had been at a place called Buheyra, some 
twenty-seven miles further to the south-cast ; some official 
apparently having looked at the map and thought that 
this spot seemed<yentral, Geographically speaking, it 
may have been so; but it was far away from all big towns 
or even large villages, and consequently nearly all the 
business transacted in the Court appertained to pcople 
who came from a long distance, 

When the estate of the Maharajah of Durbhungah came 
under the management of the Court of Wards, and the 
European manager came to reside partly at Durbhungah, 
he found ‘it exceedingly inconvenient to have the Magis- 
trate's Court so far away ; and he was able also truly to 
represent that Durbhungah was the largest town in the 
Tirhoot District, and that it was only reasonable the Court 
should be located there. He was further able to offer 
a small building as a residence for the Mygistrate, and 
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another for his Court. Government had just accepted these 
proposals, and the officer at present in charge was engaged 

“in moving himself and all his paraphernalia of office 
from Buheyra to Durbhungah. 

He was a young fellow,—Lewis by name,—in the un- 
covenanted service, and had just received an appointment 
in the new police, which he was most anxious to take up, 
so he had written and implored me to relieve him as soon 
as possible, My next examination was to begin on the 
6th of April, and Blake suggested that I need not join 
until after that was over; but Lewis had to be examined 
himself, and as we must both be away some third person 
would have to be in charge during our absence; and as 
I was keen to get to more important work, I determined 
to gratify him and myself, and go there without delay. 

My traps were very soon packed, and three ordinary 
native carts sufficed for their carriage, The furniture was 
not bulky, and consisted of a bed (which I could carry 
myself, if necessary), one toilette table (considered a sign 
of extra refinement), one writing table of antique design, 
purchased in Mozufferpore, one cane arm-chair and three 
ordinary chairs, glass, crockery, etc, for about six people, 
a few sheets and towels, and one book-case, value about 
eight shillings. My books and a howdah were the heaviest 
articles to be conveyed, 

The distance to Durbhungah was about thirty-five miles, 
there being four unbridged rivers to cross; but they gave 
little trouble in the dry season, though in the rains they 
increased not only in size, but in number, for they became 
seven, All things considered, I gave the carts two days’ 
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start ; and on the 19th, or six days after I had received the 
orders, was on the road thither myself. 

The new Assistant Superintcndent of Police, an Irish- 
man who had found his way out to India, vid Australia, 
because he had nothing better to do, and who scarcely 
knew one word of Hindustani, accompanied me. He was 
avery good fellow, and very amusing, though it would be 
some time befaie he would be of much use, Shortly before 
reaching Durbhungah we picked up, at short intervals, two 
pieces of wood, which proved to be the tops of two of my 
chairs, and this augured badly for the state of my traps; 
but on teaching my destination, about 11 a.m., we found 
nothing lost, though everything was very thoroughly im- 
pregnated with dust. 

I had ordered my servants to stop at the dik bungalow, 
which I found to be of a better class than those ordinarily 
provided by Government. This had originally been erected 
by the planters in this portion of the district, or almost 
entirely at their expense, and had been made over to 
Government on condition of its being kept in repair, It 
was consequently on a more liberal scale than usual, and 
was situated just outside the moat surrounding the Rajah's 
palace, and well away from the native bazaar, which was a 
great consideration. 

After breakfast, I went through the native town to the 
residence that had been proposed for me by the manager 
of the Durbhungah estate; but it looked so dismal, was so 
far from the Cutcherry, which was in the palace grounds, 
and so disagreeably situated, that I determined not to live 
there, but to get on as best I could in the dak bungalow, 
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which I found, on inquiry, was nearly always empty, and 
the rent of which would be only 1 r. per day, equal to 43 
a month, Of course I ran the risk of being compelled to 
turn out if there were a large influx of travellers; but I 
thought that was not likely, and at any rate determined 
not to be anxious about it beforehand. Lewis came in to 
dinner in the evening. He had only just completed moving 
the office paraphernalia into Durbhungah, and said he 
would give over chaige the next day. He seemed quite 
delighted at the prospect of getting away. 

The poor policeman was struck down with fever, and 
could not join us. He had caught it in Assam, and was 
subject to severe attacks of it, To the east of the dak 
bungalow there was a large expanse of low ground, one of 
the depressions I have spoken of as existing in Tirhoot, 
which was never entirely free from water, and in the rainy 
season was covered to the depth of several feet, Poor 
Doyle (the policeman) had remarked in the morning that 
it looked “feverish,” and his foreboding in his own case 
proved unfortunately too true, The next morning he was 
a little better, but very weak, and so strongly of opinion 
that the place would kill him that he got into a palanquin 
and went straight back to Mozufferpore. He never 
returned. ‘ 

About noon I went over to the building allotted as a 
Cutcherry by the manager, and found it surrounded by a 
large crowd outside, and crammed to suffocation within. 
It consisted of one centre room, about eightecn feet 
square, and two small closets on each side, about ten and 
eight feet square respectively. On two sides were veran- 
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dahs, with slanting roofs of tiled thatch, supported by 
masonry pillars. ‘The masonry roof was surrounded by an 
oinamental balustrade, also of masonry. The centre room 
was, of course, the Court room, and was furnished with a 
“takhtaposh” (wooden platform), about, six inches high, on 
which was placed a dirty old folding table (commonly 
called a camp table), and on cach side of it a wooden 
bench for the clerks. The little room, or closet, on the 
right was called the record room, and the English clerk 
sat there and prepared the returns and registers, while all 
round were “almirahs” (cupboards), full of records of cases, 
etc, in the vernacular, and one containing the papers con- 
nected with the English correspondence of the office. The 
room on the left was made the Treasury. 

At this time much business was not transacted in Sub- 
divisional Treasuiies, though a great deal more was soon 
afterwards thrown upon them, and for the present I had 
only to take over charge of the stamps, and the money 
received on account of previous sale of stamps, deposits 
in rent suits, and criminal fines, All Court fees in India 
are collected by stamps, the plaints, replies, and-+other 
documents being written on paper bearing the stamp of 
the value required by law. These were sold at my office ; 
and one of the most wearisome parts of my duty as a 
subdivisional officer, was counting these when they 
arrived from head-quarters on my indent; for supposing 
any deficiency should occur in the accounts, I was held 
personally responsible for the difference. On this occasion 
a new stock had just been received, and it occupied some 
two hours counting them—Lewis and myself and three 


202 Life in the Mofussit, 


clerks and two policemen of the Treasury police guard all 
counting as hard as we could. The stamps are made up in 
parcels of .100 at the Government Stationery Office in 
Calcutta, and were so received by us from the head- 
quarters at Mozufferpore ; but it was necessary to count 
each stamp paper, in order to be safe, so we handed them 
out in similar bundles to each enumerator. The policemen 
counted slowly and badly, and were constantly arriving at 
results of ninety-eight, ninety-nine, and 101, instead of the 
exact 100, which necessitated the recounting df the bundles, 
with the result always of finding them correct, On one 
occasion, however, I recollect finding thirty-two stamps, of 
the value of 4s. each, short ; and 'the Deputy Collector in 
charge of the Treasury at Mozufferpore had to make good 
that amount in money, as he had neglected to sec them 
counted before sending them out to me, though there was 
no proof that the correct number had ever been received 
from the head office in Calcutta. These stamp papers were 
sold to licensed stamp vendors in the town, paid by a 
discount of four per cent, on their purchases, for whom I 
opened my stamp shop twice a month, and by them to 
suitors ; and in order to have some sort of check on their 
being used for fraudulent purposes, the vendors were re+ 
quired by law to endorse on each paper sold the date of 
sale and the name of the purchaser. Their books also 
were liable to inspection on my demand. I also sold 
postage and receipt stamps. 

This over, we went into the record room, where I con- 
tented myself with looking into the cupboards and glanc- 
ing at the so-called library; and then Lewis and I signed 
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two reports to be sent to Blake, one for the Magisterial and 
one for the Collectorate side, to the effect that we had 
respectively received and given over charge of the sub- 
division of Durbhungah. Lewis then went off to prepare 
for his departure, and I entered upon the duties of office. 
My Court establishment, I found, consisted of the follow- 


ing members :— 


One English-knowing writer, or sherishtadar, at .43 10 monthly. 


One clerk, or mohurrit, knowing Hindustani only, at 
One nazir, Treasury officer, ete. 2. 1) ae 
One clerk, or mohurriyr . 6 6. 6 ee ee 
Two ditto, ditto. 6 6 6 ee ee ee 
One potdar, or money-weigher, assistant to nazir . 
One duftry chuprassie (pen-mender, etc,). 6. 
One chuprassie . . 6 6 ee ee ee te 


z 

» 1 6 
I 
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2 10 
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12 
oO 12 
a 10 
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The second of these was really the most important man in 
the office, and had been called sherishtadar until the recent 
change which allowed subdivisional officers English clerks, 
these latter being fully occupied with English correspon- 
‘dence and the preparation of the English registers and 
returns, The duties of the second clerk were to read over 
to the Magistrate the reports received daily from all 
sources in the vernacular, to record his orders, and to make 
them over to the police court inspector on the Criminal 
side, and to the nazir on the Collectorate side, for trans- 
mission, either by post or special messenger, also to bring 
forward all the cascs in their due turn, and to prepare or 
supervise the keeping up of all the registers and returns 
not connected with the Treasury, many of which would be 
afterwards translated into English by the English clerk— 
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no light work, as on the Collectorate side alone he had 
to keep up forty-nine registers; and the returns monthly, 
quarterly, and yearly were even more numerous, to say 
nothing of those on the Magisterial side. The nazir had 
charge of the treasury, stamps, etc., and also the issue of 
summonses and processes in cases on the Collectarate side, 
and was expected tobe generally useful. The other clerks 
were principally employed in writing, under the supet vision 
of the second clerk. 

Lewis had worked well, and left me with a tolerably 
clear file, so that my first day’s business was not very 
heavy; and as no cases had been fixed for hearing before 
the following Monday, to avoid inconvenience from any 
delay in my atrival, this being a Friday, I had two days of 
comparative leisure, Lewis went off ina palanquin after 
dinner, and I felt rather deserted in the dik bungalow all 
by myself, the only English face within a radius of thirteen 
or fouteen miles, 

The next morning I took a ride through the town, and 
found it in a beastly state of filth, the thoroughfares: 
covered with refuse, and obstructed by mat erections, ve- 
randahs, etc, at the will of individuals. No European 
official had been stationed here before, so that everything 
of this nature had been allowed to go on in pure native 
fashion, This afforded food for reflection ; but the question 
was, how to begin to do any good. 

On going to office, the first thing was to listen to the 
reports of a miscellaneous nature sent through the police, 
cattle-pound keepers, district postal officials, chowkedarree 
tax darogahs, ete, on the Magisterial side ; and on the Col- 
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lectorate side the various reports from the nazir and the 
ameens sent out in cases of settlements and butwarrahs 
(partitions of estates). The second clerk, Jugdeo Sahai 
by name, read these out in a glib way ; and though I under- 
stood their purport, I found it uncommonly difficult to 
pass orders on each suv le champ, so he (who, of course, 
knew what a novice I was) suggested the orders to be 
passed on each. This at first I was inclined to resent, but 
as I had nothing else to propose, I ended by saying, 
“ Accha” (very well); and he dictated the order to the 
third clerk, sitting next him, who wrote it on the back of 
the report, and then it was handed to me for signature. 
£g., the pound-keeper of Rowsara sent ina report “ that 
the pound was very much out of repair, and solicited 
permission to put it in order.” I had not the slightest idea 
what to order; and Jugdeo suggested that the pound. 
keeper should be ordered to report when the pound had 
been last repaired, and also to send an estimate of the 
probable cost of the proposed new repairs, This secmed 
common sense when suggested, and so did all the other 
suggestions ; but it was annoying to fecl one’s ignorance 
and want of savoir faire in the matter, and it took me 
some little time to obtain the experience necessary to 
get on without him. 

The reports from the chowkedarree tax-darogahs were 
chiefly with reference to the non-payment of the house-tax, 
assessed under Act XX. of 1856, the law relating to the 
appointment and payment of the rural town police. The 
tax was assessed by a Punchayet, or committce of rate- 
payers appointed by the Magistrate, and was an assessment, 
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according to the circumstances and the property to be 
protected, of the persons liable to the same, and not to 
exceed in the aggregate an average rate of threepence 
per month per house. In no case was a sum higher than 
the pay of a chowkeydar, or policeman of the lowest grade, 
8s., per month, to be assessed on any one house, Any 
surplus remaining after payment of the chowkeydar’s wages 
and the salaries of the tax darogahs was to be available 
for conservancy purposes, ‘There was an appeal to me 
from the assessments made by the punchayet, and from 
me to Blake. , 

When these reports were read, I mentioned to Jugdeo 
Sahai the filthy state of the town that I had observed in 
the morning, and asked him if there were any surplus funds 
that could be made available for its improvement, He 
said that nothing had ever been done, and that the surplus 
had been sent to the Treasury at Mozufferpore, where it 
would be placed to the credit of the town of Durbhungah, 
“But,” he said, “it will be very little, However, now for 
the first time, an officer of the Covenanted Civil Service 
has been appointed to this subdivision, bringing with him 
greater dignity and (as he put it in his high-flown Hindu- 
stani, or rather Persian) ‘splendour of the day’ (raunak-af- 
roz). If your highness will allow me to bring the attention 
of the rich men of the place to the matter, and then call a 
meeting, we might get up a subscription.” This sounded 
very sensible, so I assented, and began to understand the 
potentiality of “moral influence” in such matters, 

When the batwarra repoits were brought forward, it 
appeared there was one from the ameen employed fn 
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making the partition of an eslate named “Chakka.” I 
must explain more fully the meaning of the term “ bat- 
warra.” In Bengal most estates, whether in Hindoo or 
Mohammedan families, are held in joint undivided tenancy, 
called in the vernacular “ijmali.” There being no primo- 
geniture, the shares in estates are divided equally as regards 
the rental, but no one has any specific poition of land. 
The Government revenue also is assessed on the whole 
estate, and the shareholders settle among themselves the 
method and means of payment of the revenue, as, if not 
paid on the due date, the whole estate is put up to auction, 
The proprietors, however, retain the right to divide the 
estate, and to claim,—each shareholder or group of share- 
holders,—his or their specific portion of land, But Govern- 
ment also has a voice in the matter, for fear the division 
should be collusive; for the law is, that when the estate is 
divided, the Government revenue is assessed on each share 
proportionately to its value. Now cases did occur in which 
by collusion all the bad land was allotted to one share- 
holder and valued at an altogether false rental, This 
share, when separated, would stand in the Goveinment 
register of revenue-paying cstatcs as a scparate estate, 
would be responsible for its own revenue, would not pay it, 
and would be put up for sale; the result being, that no one 
would bid for it, and Government would lose its revenue, 
The remaining shareholders would lose this amount of 
land; but they would also be rid of the liability to pay to 
Government a sum altogether disproportionate to the 
amount of land lost. 

To avoid this, therefore, Government, under Regulation 
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XIX. of 1814, had power to refuse to sanction any batwar- 
ra, unless satisfied of its being fair and just; and so the 
actual details of partition were carried out by officers called 
ameens, under the supervision of the Collector and Deputy 
Collectors. It continually happened that the shareholders 
could not agree about the specific portions of land to be 
allotted to each; and it was sometimes exceedingly difficult, 
if not impossible, to satisfy them all, and also the require- 
ments of Government, the chief of which was, that cach 
af the allotments should be compact, with well-defined 
boundaries. The most important point, then, was to 
ascertain the actual annual value of each and every piece 
of land comprised in the estate, and to get all the share- 
holders to give their signatures to the document setting 
forth the value so ascertained. This once done, it only 
remained to apportion a proper amount of land to each ; 
and a recalcitrant shareholder could be compelled to accept 
an allotment so made. 

In this particular case the ameen had drawn up the 
document above mentioned, called in the vernacular the 
“rye bundee,” and all the shareholders had, signed it ex- 
cept one, the “objector,” Jymal Ali by name. I put the 
objector ” in ézadics, because he was the important person 
who made all cases easy or difficult, short or long; and the 
first question one used to ask in any case of this nature, 
when brought up by the clerk, was, “Is there an ‘objector’ ?” 
Jymal Ali was continually before me afterwards, and was 
one of those litigious persons who are a nuisance to Courts 
and to everybody connected with them by ties of relation- 
ship or in business matters. 
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It appeared that no less than three times had’ the “rye 
bundee” been prepared, and. three times had Jymal Ali 
refused his assent. On looking over the objections raised 
by him, I found there were 603 plots of land or fields in 
the estate, and that he objected to the rates of value fixed 
on about half of them. “The only way to settle the matter 
finally,” said Jugdeo Sahai, .“ is to go to the spot yourself; 
and what you assert to be right cannot be contradicted, 
This case has been pending a long time, and if your high- 
ness should think fit to go to the spot before the weather 
gets too hot, and camp there for two or three days, you 
‘could get the matter finished before you start for your ex- 
amination, Besides, there is not a great pressure of cases 
in Court just now.” Sensible advice again, which I thought 
best to follow, The place was only about fourteen miles 
from Durbhungah, though, as there were no roads in the 
vicinity, it was awkward to get at; but I issued notice to 
all concerned to be there on the following Tuesday, by 
daybreak, 

My first Sunday was lonely and wearisome. Nobody to 
talk to but native servants; no church nearer than Mozuffer- 
pore, thirty-five miles off; no Cutcherry to occupy the time. 
However, I busied myself in supervising the start of my 
servants and tent for Chakka, Jugdeo Sahai went on an 
elephant with the ameen early the next day, and I started 
in the afternoon to ride half-way, and with an elephant to 
carry me the last half, where the ground was heavy and 
swampy. 

The next day I was up at § a.m,,and after a cup of coffee 
mounted my ¢léphant with my chuprassie beljnd me with 
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a gun, in case of any game appearing, and Jugdeo and a 
clerk on another elephant (we had boirowed the two at 
Durbhungah) ; while Jymal Ali and the other shareholdeis 
or their legal representatives were on foot. At 545, we 
commenced operations; for, the tent being pitched about 
the centre of the estate, our worle lay all around us, It 
seemed that here the rent was paid in kind, and not in 
money; so it was necessary for me to fix, not the money 
rental, but the actual produce in grain of each field. I felt 
a little diffident in the matter; but I recollected Blake’s 
rematk, that a Civilian must appear to know everything, 
and so determined to pronounce my decisions boldly, I 
had also looked over the papeis, and seen the amounts fixed 
by the ameen, and so had something to go by. Jymal 
Ali’s objections were to the effect that in all the fields 
allotted to him the ameen had overrated the produce, and 
undeirated it in those allotted te the other shareholders. 
All I had to do was to make my estimate just on the 
average, 

There was a great wrangle over Plot 1, which the ameen 
had put down as able to produce seventeen maunds per 
beegah (local standard of measurement), which Jymal said 
would only give ten. This was in his allotment, I listened 
without speaking to the vaiious statements, and then calmly 
from my elevated seat said “sixteen maunds,” and ordered 
(despite the protestations of Jymal) a move on to the next 
plot. As the day wore on, he and the others too began 
to get a little tired; and every now and then I got him to 
admit that the rate laid down for onefield was applicable 
to the next ten, and so saved a great deal of time and 
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trouble, By 11 o’clock it was desperately hot, and a 
terrible west hot dry wind blowing, so we adjourned for 
breakfast and rest, I to my tent, they to the neighbour- 
ing small village. By this time we had accomplished 150 
fields, , 

My tent was miserably hot and uncomfortable, for there 
were no big trees in the neighbourhood under which to 
pitch it, and the full glafe of the March sun came down 
upon it; while I was obliged to keep the canvas doors 
shut to keep out the wind and dust, At 4 o'clock I made 
another start; but Jymal Ali was much refreshed with 
his rest, and his objections weie more violent and vocifer- 
ous than ever, so we only got through another 7o fields by 
sunset. The next moining and afternoon we got thiough 
another 220 fields; and in the middle of a wrangle about 
the rates of one plot bordering on a small piece of water, 
a flight of teal got up, and I managed to bag a brace, 
which elicited ejaculations of admiration from the spcc- 
tators, evinced by shouts of wah! wah! and férmed a very 
pleasant addition to my larder, which had been supplied 
hitherto with tough and skinny fowls from the neighbour- 
ing Mohammedan village, 

The next day ‘we came to the close, for which I was 
truly thankful; and I think even Jymal Ali was glad. 
Among other things, I had had to estimate the number 
of mangoes likely to be produced by each and every tree 
in a grove on the estate. A record of the rates fixed for 
each plot had been kept by Jugdeo as it had been pro- 
nounced by me; and now, in order to prevent any future 
objections, I called upon the shareholders to sign it on the 
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spot, This they all did willingly enough, except Jymal, 
who said he would come to Cutcherry and sign it, 

After much demur, he took the paper and squatted down 
in the field to wiite. He secmed to be a longish time, so 
I made my elephant kneel down, and went up to him, and 
found that he was adding after his signature, “ bamoujib 
bukum hakim ke” (in accordance with the order of the 
hakim), I got in a great rage, and I don’t recollect what 
I said; but it had the effect of making him smudge it out 
with his finger, and so the matter was settled, Had the 
words been allowed to remain, it would have given him an 
opportunity of making objections afterwards, and perhaps 
tendering of no avail all the time and labour spent on the 
spot, As it was, I may add here, that this case was now 
brought to a conclusion without any further trouble; and 
the other shareholders were spared any addition to the 
litigation and expense they had been subjected to for the 
last five years, It was amusing to think that the dse 
dixit of so very inexperienced a person as myself should 
have settled thig very complicated matter; but it scives 
to show what weight is attached to personal investigation 
by an English official, 

On getting back to my tent, I found the owner of an 
indigo factoty in the neighbourhood, the largest in this 
part, awaiting me. He was only five miles off, he said, 
and had he known previously that I was here before, he 
would have come over sooner to ask me to take up my 
‘quarters at his house, The country was ridable; and 
* would I come over now. It was quite delightful 10 see a 
white face again and to talk English; so I accepted his 
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invitation with pleasure, and we had a iefreshing canter 
over to Kundowl. I could not have gone before, as it 
would have kept me too late from my work in the morn- 
ing, There was an artificial lake, called “a tank,” here, 
and we had a long swim before dinner, which was most 
refreshing after the heat and dust of the day, A cheerful 
repast and a game of billiards passed the evening plea- 
santly enough, and it was with regret the next morning 
that I made an early start for Durbhungah, some thirteen 
miles distant. There was a road all the way, and my host 
supplied me with horses and dog-cart to get there. 

The dak bungalow seemed very lonely as I diove up, 
and the low-lying land in front of it looked dismal, But 
after breakfast I went to Cutcherry, and found that cases 
had somewhat accumulated during my three days’ absence, 
and that there was work to occupy me fully until the 
evening. This state of things lasted till it became time to 
start for Patna for my examination, A European Deputy 
Magistrate, Davison by name, was sent out to take charge 
of the subdivision during my absence, Ile was old and 
greyheaded, and told me that as he should not be able to 
finish any cases before my return, he should only pass the 
necessary orders to kcep things going, 

My examination on this occasion afforded no details 
worthy of record, except that Ihhad to go through a trial 
in Bengali, in which the Local Committee passed me ; but 
it appeared doubtful whether the Central Committee would 
think the papets good enough, of 

On my return to Mozufferpore, I was delayed four days 
to take part in a meeting of the Tirloot Cavalry Volun- 
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teers, The movement had been set on‘ foot in consequence 
of certain rumouts about another mutiny, which never had 
any foundation at all; but it was also recollected that the 
Tirhoot officials had been compelled to leave their posts 
in the Mutiny, in consequence of the absence of any sort of 
force or organization for the protection of the district ; and 
it was thought that, in case of future troubles, a body of 
volunteer cavalry would be of very real service. The 
manager of the Durbhungah estate, Furbelowe, was our 
colonel; Colville and Melville and another planter, Wil- 
liams, were commissioned officers; and myself and three 
or four others were corporals, , 

About a hundred names were on the roll altogether ; 
but I don’t think that on this or any other occasion, as 
long as I remained in Tirhoot, we mustered fifly. The 
whole thing, indeed, was rather a bore ; but we all went in 
for it from a sense of duty, Melville was really the moy- 
ing spirit ; and I believe that, next to him, I knew my drill 
better than anybody, Furbelowe was proud of the honour 
of being Colonel, but knew nothing, and could not ride at 
any pace beyond a walk, He was useful, however, in 
giving big entertainments at Secundrapore. Sometimes 
amusing things occurred, as on one occasion one of our 
corporals, in the course of a charge on the plain hy the 
Cutcherties, was seen gradually to emerge from the ranks 
and finally disappear at headlong speed down the bazaar, 
drawn sword in hand. He did not return for more than 
half an hour, 

Another time, we carried on our charge farther than 
usual, and spread a panic among a crowd of natives look- 
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ing on. Many of them were well-to-do people, enveloped 
in rich shawls, who had probably never gone out of g walk 
in thelmlives. As we neared them I saw them interchang-, 
ing oo of doubt and apprehension ; and then came a 
helter-skelter rush, men tumbling over each other, and 
heaps of abandoned shoes lying on the ground, Some 
fled for protection into Percival’s Court close by, where he 
was holding sessions, and begged for mercy and protection, 
, The salient point in our uniform was a rather handsome 
helmet, with a long crimson plume, made up witha view 
of striking terror into an enemy ; and we were pletsed to 
find we had such an awful appearance on this occasion. 

When I returned to Durbhungah I found that Davison 
had acted very thoroughly up to his word, for he had 
literally done nothing, The order on almost everything 
was, “Let this be brought up when Mr, Gordon returns,” 
The result was, that I was obliged to work vey hard for 
some time to bring up the arrears. To add to my re- 
sponsibilities, Government had just de¢ided that all rent 
suits under Act X. of 1859 should be tried in the Col- 
lectors’ Courts, and not in those of the moonsiffs, The 
moonsiffs were the local Civil Courts dotted about the dis- 
trict, and under the supervision of the judge on the Civil 
side, to whom their decisions were appealable. The next 
grade above them were the sudder ameers, stationed 
at head quarters, to whom the civil case work, including 
appeals from the moonsiffs, was distributed by the judge, 
who could keep on his own file such cases as ‘tg chose and 
had leisure for, his “own time being chiefly ogeupied with 
criminal appeals and sessions, 
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Before I had taken over charge, all rent suits in the 
Durbhungah subdivision had been instituted in the Court 
of the Moonsiff of Duikhangah and disposed of by him, 
Then orders had come that the institutions should be 
made in my Cowt, and that I might hand half of them 
over to him for disposal ; and now the rule was that I was 
to keep the whole on my own file, This mad& a very 
great difference in the amount of work I had to get 
through ; for the Act had given rise to a great deal of liti- 
gation between landlord and tefant, and there were gene- 
rally some hundred institutions monthly. Some of these 
were véry complicated cages and took up a lot of time; 
but many weie compromised, so that, very fortunately for 
me, I did not have to adjudicate on the whole, 

In my absencé Jugdeo had heen sowing the good seed, 
and awakening the minds of the richer residents to the fact 
that the hakim thought that the digt of Durbhungah 
was disgraceful, and that if money were forthcoming, im- 
provements which would cofiduce very much to their com- 
fort could be made. I was sq occupied that it was some 
time before I had leisure to summon a meeting, But at 
length an afternoon was fixed, and all the chairs and forms 
I could muster were placed in two parallel lines in the 
principal verandah of the dak bungalow, Jugdeo had 
written the most flowery letters to, the rich commercial 
residents, inviting them to attend, and he and the nazir 
had had long consultations ag to:the order of their sitting ; 
for any mistake in the matter of: precedence might have 
causéd the whole thing to collapse at once, 

For myself a chair and table had been placed at one 
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end, and when they were all assembled, I entered the 
verandah. They all stood up to receive me, and did not 
sit until. I sat down myself and asked them to do the 
same. Over right I observed two rich and tival mer- 
chants and Bankers, named Bunwarree Lall and Nokee Lall. 
Ot the left was another man, who was on good terms 
with everybody, called Dabee Persad. Next to him wasa 
Mohammedan—Wahid Ali Khan, an energetic, pushing 
person, anxious to become of importance, but not tich. 
The others were people of somewhat similar station, but of 
less wealth; and after them came the agents of those who 
could not or did not care to attend CAGE and gome 
of my own clerks, 

I had. prepared a little speech in the most high-flown 
Hindustant I could musters but when-I stood up to 
address thé assembly, they all stood up too, which rather 
embarrassed me, and I-had some difficulty in making them 
understand that I wished them to remain sitting, This 
done, I commenced by saying, “I felt much gratification 
atid support {n seelng this assemblage of so many noble, so 
many wise, and so many rich men.” They were not noble, 
for thg-nobility and gentry-had not been asked to attend, 
as it would have involved a loss of “izzat” to do so if’ 
company with the commiercial classes.’ Neither were they 
“wise, nor dll rich ; but I,could see that this cxordium was 
pleasing. 

I then went'on to dilate on the very dirty state of the 
town, andi said that‘it was not creditable, and could not. be 
pleasing to the members of such an. assemblage to live*in 
such a place, where there. were no roads fit for a comfort- 
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able vehicle, and whe1e no man could keep his shoes on 
in wet weather; and I also dwelt on the meaning of the 
name Durbhungah, which is supposed to be “oor of 
Bengal,” and said that the townsmen of a ey ure 
such a position ought to be zealous for its honour and 
good repute. Then came the question of funds. The 
amount of sutplus chowkedaree tax standing to the credit 
of the town was very small; but if properly supplemented 
by subsc1iptions, Government would no doubt aid us, and 
I therefore proposed to open a subscription list at orice, 
and would ask each gentleman present to state what he 
was willing to give. 

Then out spake Bunwatiee Lall, and said he would give 
100 rupees, upon which Nokee Lall said he would give 
Io rupees, and Bunwarree Lall bid 150 rupees; and so it 
went on like an auction, each wishing to appear more 
liberal than the other, until they settled to give 350 rupees 
each, Dabee Persad gave 250 rupees, and the others each 
something, though smaller sums, On the whole, about 
2,000 tupees, or £260, was promised, which result I con- 
sidered rather successful, 

I then wrote letters to the neighbouring nobility, inform- 
ing them of what had been done, and telling them that I 
had not invited them to be present at the meeting, as I 
could not expect them to sit with these people of the com- 
meicial caste, and I now asked them to subsciibe to the 
good object. They were no doubt flattered at the dis- 
tinction thus drawn, and piomised altogether another 
3,500 rupees, or £150. After this, I sent a report to 
Government, through Blake, dwelling on the desire of the 
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Duibhungah people to help themselves; and in due time 
came a reply, saying that Government was much pleased, 
and would contribute to the improvement of the town a 
sum ch that subscribed by the residents. There was 
also a sum of about 1,700 rupees (¢170) to the ciedit of 
the town in the Mozuffeipoie Treasury, the result of the 
accumulation of many years’ surplus, which nobody before 
had ever thought of spending; so that altogether we had 
between £700 and £800 to spend, 

I€ sounds a very small sum to English eas, but was 
considerable in compaiison with the tiny amounts we 
generally managed to get for local expenditure, A com- 
mittee was selected, of which I was president, and Dabee 
Persad, Wahid Ali Khan, and Buniwarree Lall, and one or 
two others, members, There was some little delay in 
collecting the amount promised, many of the subscribers 
being much more ready to promise than to pay, 

Among others, NokeeJ,all made sundry excuses for not 
paying up; and finally “offered a less sum than he had 
promised. He was no doubt jealous of Bunwarree Lall 
being on the committee; and he also repented being led 
away by his excitement to promise so much at the mect- 
ing, He was a man of a sullen and quarrelsome tempera- 

“ment, and it would have been difficult to get him to act in 
harmony with the others. However, it would not do to let 
him set an example of not paying; so I thought the best 
plan would be to shame him into it. Accoidingly I let it 
be known that I intended to pay him a visit on a certain 
afternoon after office; and on riding down on the’ day 
appointed, [ found a considerable crowd of curious spec- 
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tators assembled in the main thoroughfare of the bazaar, 
on which his house fronted, I sent a chuprassie in to 
announce my presence, and I sat on horseback ousside till 
he came and stood in his doorway. Then I sa’, “What 
is this that I hear, that you refuse to pay the ‘subscription 
you have promised ?” 

“Nourisher of the poor,” he replied, “I was foolish that 
day, and I ama poor man. I cannot afford to give that 
sum; but I offer 150 rupees, if you will take it;” and he 
stretched out a bag he had in his hand, 

“It is not good not to keep promises,” I said, But he 
only repeated what he said before, “Very.well,” I replied, 
“each man has given according to his #zea/, and you, I 
suppose, ate doing the same as the rest, I do not wish 
that any man should give against his will. Bunwarree 
Lall, according to his ézea/, has given willingly 350 rupees, 
Dabee Persad has given 250 rupees, You appear to con- 
sider that yours is worth less. But here are a number of 
your fellow-townsmen present, and they will know at what 
you rate your zgzaz, according to the sum you give,”’ 

This made him hesitate; he looked at the crowd, who 
were listening with great interest, and then at me; then 
went into his house, and returned with a larger bag, 
which he said contained the amount he had promised. 
My chuprassie took it, and it was coutited, and found to 
contain 350 rupees, I then thanked him, and com- 
plimented him on his liberality, and took my departure, 
This had a very good effect, and Jugdeo told me that it 
was the universal topic of cofversation in the town; and 
other lagging contributors hastened to pay up, 
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The amount of work done with this money was really 
wonderful, and mostly due to the energy and careful 
supervi4ion of Wahid Ali Khan. He knew prices of 
mated labour exactly, and there were no con- 
tractors to make profits. The main thoroughfares were 
metalled, and provided with masonry diains; they were 
also widened. Many salient corners of verandahs, and 
projecting portions of houses being cut down, the owners 
in most cases being persuaded to allow it to be done 
without demand for compensation, and any poor people 
affected receiving small sums, These were all really 
encroachments on The public thoroughfare, but had been 
so long in existence that a right to preserve them had 
been established. 

However, I employed most of my leisure in the bazaar, 
and, by judicious use of “moral influence,” overcame the 
majority of the obstructions without expense, In some 
cases, too, I was compelled to be severe, and fine people 
for being a nuisance to their neighbours, under Section 290 
of the Penal Code, The fines were, by law, credited to 
Government in the Judicial Department, so the town got 
no primary bencfit from these. - But the spirit of improve- 
ment had taken a sfart. One evening I rather lost my 
way at the southern end of the town, and came out upon 
two really beautiful attificial lakes, each a mile or more in 
circumference, which had been excavated many hundred 
years before by an old rajah of the neighbourhood. The 
earth thrown out from the excavations formed a sort of 
small range of hills, that prettily broke the monotony of 
the flat surface all round, and trees had. grown upon the 
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slopes, among which many small monkeys disported them- 
selves, and enlivened the scene, 

It occurred to me that at very little expense aPeautiful 
drive could be made round these; and the noid T took 
my committee there, who, eithe: from a real “mpression or 
“a desire to please me, all said it was “a very elegant 
place” (lutf) Negotiations weie entered into with the 
present owners of the land, who behaved in a most liberal 
way: gave, free of charge, all the land required for the 
roadway, permitted any trees to be cut down that offered 
any obstruction, and allowed me to take for timber, 
for the construction of the one or two bridges necessary, 
any of the trees that I could make useful. Wahid Ali 
Khan showed great energy here also, and in about two 
months this diive was completed, named after me, and is, 
T believe, still in good repair, 

In about six months I had the satisfaction of seeing 
Durbhungah quite a different place with reference to road- 
ways and cleanliness, though of course there was still only 
too much room for improvement ; but without money, more 
could not be done, 

The planters who came in used to compliment me on 
what had been effected; and a rich native banker from 
Mozufferpore was loud in praise of the improvements, 
He was named Nundiput, and had received the title of 
Bahadur for services rendered during’ the Mutiny. He 
had a branch business at Durbhungah, and was now build- 
ing a house there for the use of his agent, a respectable 
man, who had been selected as one of the members of our 
committee, 
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About this time a sort of sub-meeting of volunteers 
was held at Durbhungah, Furbelowe came over, and natu- 
tally the dik Bungalow was crowded. The sanctity of my 
bon respected, which was very consideiate on the 
part, of the\visitois, as they had a right to turn me out 
altogether if they chose, In a warm climate like India 
aroom at night is not absolutely necessary for sleeping 
purposes, and some ten planteis had beds in the velandah. 
One night there was heavy rain, and some foolish practical 
jokers had thrown the beds of two of thei: number out 
into the wet, They came into my 100m and preferred a 
complaint tome as Magistrate, This was very awkward, 
but I told them that any complaint must be brought be- 
fore me in Court thenext day; and in the morning I per- 
suaded all parties,—not a very difficult thing,—to settle 
the matter among themselves. But this and one or two 
other little occutrences made me feel how awkward it was 
for me to be subjected to this soit of thing, and to be 
obliged to depend on the considetation of bond fide tiavel- 
lers for not being turned out, so I determined to make 
Nundiput rent me his house above mentioned, when 
finished, ; 

Government, in the meantime, had issued orders for the 
building of a sub-divisional residence and Court at Durb- 
hungah, and I had to take action under Act VI. of 1857, 
(the Expropriation Act), in order to acquire land for the 
purpose. This gave me infinite trouble; for though I 
managed to settle the matter without dispute, and satisfy 
the owners of the land, the drawing up of the report in the 
form required by the very elaborate rules of the Board of 
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Revenue was a most difficult task. The fact is, I had dealt 
with the matter from the paternal government and moral 
influence point of view, and found it very difficultféo make 
my somewhat irregular proceedings fit into thé cut-and- 
dried red tape form required. 

Anew Collector had come to Tirhoot, Blake having been 
appointed to a post in Calcutta which he had long coveted, 
and at first he was inclined to quash all my proceedings, 
and this would have involved my taking back money 
already paid for houses, or rather huts, that had actually 
been removed. But on understanding my difficulties he 
did his best to pull me through, and at last the matter was 
settled; though, in order to do this, I was compelled to have 
all the patties before me again anid formally commence 
de novo. The villagers were much puzzled; but being 
ignorant and as credulous as Frenchmen about des forita- 
Jités, they were not troublesome, 

Jugdeo was pleased at my embarrassment, as, the reports 
being all done in English, he had no connection with them, 
and it made it appear that I wasn’t yet able to “walk well 
alone,” The sub-divisional residence was to be constructed 
by the Public Works Department, which was always dilatory 
in its action, and so was not completed until I left Dut- 
bhungah, A circumstance occurred soon after this which 
made the construction of a Court a serious necessity, 

The 1ains were very heavy this year; and one day, when 
my Couit was most crowded, and there had been a week’s 
heavy downpour almost without cessation, there cdme a 
toar and a crash of falling masonry which made every one 
think that thé whole building was coming down. I was 
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sitting with my back to the window, on the side from 
which the noise appeared to come. The whole Cowt was 
cleare&in a twinkling. I was out last, not from any feeling 
of dignity, but because it was physically impossible for me 
to get out\sooner; and I shall never foiget the horrible 
disgusting feeling I had, that I was about to die like a rat 
in a hole, 

Cleiks, suitors in civil cases, prosecutois, accused, and 
police were all huddled pellmell over each other; and it 
took a few minutes to asceitain that none of us on this side 
of the building had received any injury. We then went 
round to the other side, and found that all the crash had 
been caused by the fall of a portion of the masonry balus- 
trade of the roof above mentioned, It had come down on 
the sloping thatched roof of the verandah, breaking this in, 
and also foicing outwards, two of the masonry pillars 
supporting it. Here we found three unfoitunate persons 
injured, One was lying with a mass of masonry on his 
chest, another with his right leg knocked almost off—it was 
hanging By a bit of skin only,—and a third inside the 
verandah shouting and gioaning as if in great pain, We 
turned our attention first to him, for it looked as if the 
whole bamboo roof had fallen on the top of him. How- 
ever, it appeared that one of his feet had been caught 
between two projecting pieces of bamboo, forming a por- 
tion of that side of the roof which had fallen to the floor of 
the verandah, the other side still resting against the pillars 
which had not been broken. By cutting one of these 
prongs he was able to extiicate his foot; ahd then i¢ was 
discovered he had not a scratch, 
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In the meantime some others liad taken the mass of 
broken masonry off the chest of the other man; but he lay 
unable to move. Furbelowe, who lived in a bit of the 
palace close by, had now come on the scene, imagining 
from the noise that I must have been killed, aad with him 
the Sub-assistant Surgeon, or native medical ofticer in charge 
of the charitable dispensary which he had established with 
the funds of the estate. He looked at the man with the 
injured chest, said his case was serious, and he could not 
recover ; and then at the man with the broken leg, and said 
it was merely a question of the loss of a leg. 

Having no instruments at hand, a carving-knife was sent 
for from Furbelowe’s, and the leg taken off by simply 
cutting the small piece of skin by which it was hanging. 
But the unfortunate man fell back in a fainting state, never 
recovered consciousness, and died that evening, The 
shock had been too much for his system. It turned out, 
poor man, that he was a tailor, and had come to demand 
payment of a small but [qng-standing debt from one of 
my clerks, and was waiting for an opportunity of seeing 
him in the verandah when this crash occurred, 

The other man was taken to the hospital attached to the 
dispensary ; but after two or three days his friends came 
and stole him away by night; and this perhaps ensured his 
recovery, for on making inquiries afterwards, I heard that 
he had got quite ‘well. 

It is a curious fact, that the natives have such a dislike 
to allowing their relatives to go to hospital, and seldom 
bring them there voluntarily until it is too late to do any- 
thing for them, They fear loss of caste, which: is worse 
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than loss of life, Generally, too, I found them utterly un- 
grateful; and innumerable instances occurred, where, after 
being’ tended with care and their strength restored, patients 
ran away, before their cases were considcred complete, and 
took with Mem the blankets and any other portable hospital 
property that had been given to them for use, I can safely 
say, however, that this, though somewhat disheartening, 
made none of us, either Magistrates or Doctors, relax our 
efforts to induce the people to come to our hospitals and 
learn to appreciate the benefits of civilized medical treat- 
ment. We are doubtless slowly succeeding, and should 
have made more rapid progress could we have afforded the 
services of more European medical officers; but I fear the 
natives had frequently reason to doubt both the skill and 
tenderness of the Sub-assistant Surgeons, and native doctors, 
I seldom found instances of these men having any real 
sympathy with suffering, but generally a total absence 
of it, 

I considered it dangerous to use the Court building 
again until it had been examined by a competent person; 
and this Furbelowe promised to have done as soon as 
possible In the meantime, there being no other place 
available, and tents not being possible in such weather, I 
was obliged to hold my Court in the verandah of the dak 
bungalow, It is scarcely necessary to say that this was 
very uncomfortable and ill-adapted for the purpose; but it 
is only one among many instances where the representa- 
tives of Government in India have been put to such un- 
dignified shifts, 

But nevertheless, the people seemed to think nothing of 
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it; and after all it was nol so much inconvenience to 
them as the fact of my not being vested with the “full 
powers” of a Magistrate. 2g, under the existing law, 
which has since been altered, I had not power to adjudi- 
cate on achdige of “theft in a building;” but Lfould either 
commit the accused to the Couit of Session ‘or refer the 
case to tlre Magistrate of the district for ordets, When the 
property stolen was of very small value, it was a great 
hardship on the prosecutor and his witnesses to be com- 
pelled td go seventy miles into Mozuffetpo1e and back, and 
cross fourteen streams going and coming, at each of which 
they would have to pay toll, Such cases frequently oc- 
curred, and were all brought under the notice of Melville, 
to whom they were teferred by Blake, or his successor Ellis, 
for disposal, 

At length I was obliged to refer one in which the value 
of the property was only 44d.; whereupon Melville was 
moved to compassion and wrote to Ellis, pointing out the 
hardships to which the Durbhungah people were subjected 
in consequence of my limited powers; and also that it 
was a mere question of routine, as I had passed all my 
legal examination, and was only prevented from being 
invested with full poweis by my liability to a further 
examination in Bengali. Both Ellis and Percival, to whom 
my administration was refered for an opinion, reported 
me fit for full powers, and Government therefore invested 
me with them, but without allowing me to draw the 
extra £60 a year until I should pass my examination 
in Bengali. 

The receipt of this news caused some sensation in 
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Dutbhungah native society, and I had to undergo con- 
gratulatory visits from all the native gentlemen of my 
acquaintance, Among others, came Rajah Ganeshur 
Singh, brother of the late Rajah of Durbhungah. He 
had hope¥ to have the management of the estate after 
his brotheNs death; and, when Blake had taken steps 
to have it brought under the Cout of Wards, had 
united with the Ranee, the widow, to use all effoits in 
their power to prevent it; and had presented numerous 
petitions to the Government, accusing Blake of every 
enormity under the sun, When, however, he found that 
he could not succeed, and that the Government had 
finally decided to place the estates under the Couit of 
Wards, he asked leave to call on Blake, and humbled 
himself, saying that he had been mad, and now hoped 
to bé forgiven, Blake of course forgave him, and I have 
no doubt had not the slightest personal feeling against 
jum. 

Judging from my own experiences afterwards in similar 
cases, I think I may assert that we civilians showed what 
may be called a high-minded contempt for the spite 
and venom showered upon us by those whose personal 

_ Wishes ot interests we were opposing, for their own or 
the public good. S : 

Ganeshur Singh was now a good boy, and quite willing 
to admit,—as indeed he could not help doing,—that the 
management of the Court of Wards had been both 
considerate and efficient, No caste prejudices had been 
violated, the two sons of the Rajah were being educated 
in an enlightened manner, but, without any attempt to 
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touch upon religious matters; great improvements had 
been made in the estate and the buildings; all just 
debts had been paid; all fraudulent claims had ‘been 
contested, and generally successfully, in the local Courts; 
finally, the income was now a clear peel a a year, 
whereas, had the old Rajah lived two years/longer, the 
estate must have been brought to auction for non-pay- 
ment of arrears of Government revenue. 

Ganeshur Singh’s own estate was by no means in so 
flourishing a condition, and he was now anxious to have 
it also managed by the Court of Wards; but this of 
course could not be allowed, as the Government did 
not take upon itself to rescue from ruin all estates of 
which the proprietors were extravagant or foolish; but 
merely, as the law on the subject, Reg, x, of 1793 recites, 
in cases of minors, femalés (with exceptions), idiots, 
lunatics, etc, and then only after very careful and com- 
plete inquiry. ‘ 

On this occasion Ganeshur had just returned from his 
first railway journey from Barh to Patna, the line having 
been recently opened; and I was anxious to get at his 
impressions, as a native gentleman of high family, on 
the subject. In reply to my first question on the subject, 
he said, “It makes a great noise.” This was discouraging, 
and I found that he apparently had not taken in any 
impression of the magnitude of the undertaking or of 
the great speed attained, and the wonderful difference 
in the facility of locomotion. His chief idea seemed 
to be, that it would be very difficult for persons of his 
high caste to travel at all by such means, 
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“Bor instance,” he said, “the trains only go at stated 
times ; now I cannot commence a journey except at the 
minute decided upon by my astrologer as a favourable 
moment for starting. This makes it very difficult for 
me to ey all. To-morrow I have to go to Mozuf- 


ferpore, andj the astrologer has decided that I must 


start at I a.m. 
“Now my cousin Gadadhur went by railway the other 


day with his wife, and daughter of six years old, and a 
baby. He started at an unfavourable moment, His wife 
and two children and a maid-servant were put in a palan- 
quin, which was placed on a truck, which prevented 
their being seen; and he went in an ordinary carriage, 
Somehow or other, a spark from the engine flew into 
the palanquin, and set fire to some of the linen in which 
the baby was wrapped ; and the servant, in her confusion, 
thinking it was only a bundle of clothes, threw it out. The 
moment it was done she found out the mistake, and 
they all shrieked. This was only a mile from the Patna 
station, and the train soon stopped. The station master 
was very kind, and did his best; but the palanquin was 
on fire, and the wife in getting out was seen by many 
persons, It is not a fit subject even for conversation,” 

“But what about the baby?” I asked, 

“They sent back along the line, and found it still 
alive; but it died soon afterwards,” 

It was evident that he thought much more of the 
wife being seen, than of the death of the child; but 
this was the result of his training, and that of his an- 
cestors for generations, so I could not blame him for it, 
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On gomg out, he had to pass through my dining 
room, where the cloth was laid and some knives and 
forks on the table, “What are those for?” he ‘asked, 
I explained their use, and hoped to make him under- 
stand this small item of Western cman “Ah,” he 
remarked, “my caste docs not allow me/to eat with 
anything but my fingers”? He was proud, rather than 
impatient, of his caste restraints. 

Poor man! he started, the next night in torrents of 
“vain, at the favourable hour mentioned by his astrologer, 
no doubt beliéVing, as members of other religions do 
under analogous circumstances, that it was “all for the 
best.” - 

After a few days, the Court building having been pro- 
nounced not dangerous, I returned to work there, I had 
hardly been back two days when a thunderstorm came on 
which seemed to be exactly over us, the’ lightning and 
thunder being simultaneous, There was a crowd of people 
about the Cutcherry ; and suddenly a murmur arose that 
aman had. been struck, I went out torlook, and found a 
man lying dead, He was a rustic, and had no clothing but 
a walstcloth (dhotee). So there was very little linen to 
burn; but I examinéd thé corpse for some time before I 
could find any trace of the stroke.” At fast I discovered 
a small piece of singed hair a little.on.one side of the 
head. This was evidently the point of entry of the electric 
fluid, but I could not see any trace of its exit. 

The police officer came soon after to hold the inquest, 
for this is the way these things are done in the Mofussil. 
Tn all cases of unnatural death, the police officer holds an 
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inquiry and sends in a report to the Magistrate having 
jurisdiction, who then passes orders for further investigation 
or merely for the papers to be filed with the records, 
as may appear proper. This case illustrated the delay 


that was — about through police red-tapcism, As_ 


there was no Assistant Superintendent of police at Durb- 
hungah, the formal report had to be sent in to the District 
Superintendent at Mozufferpore, and from him back 
again to the Court Inspector, or police officer attached 
to my Court. Thus, after the lapse of a week, I received 
the report, stating how the man had been killed, and that 
his highness Gordon Sahib, the “ Ashistant” Magistrate 
of Durbhungah, had brought the splendour of tite day 
to the spot, and seen the corpse with his own blessed 


eyes, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
AT DURBHUNGAR, 


* 
NUNDIPUT’S HOUSE,—~AN ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE.—~ 
SYSTEM OF EXCISE.—FINAL EXAMINATION,~-RIOT CASES.—INDIGO 
SOWING CASE,—-INDIGQ PLANTERS.—~ JUGDEOQ SUSPDCT, ~~ NE- 
PAULESE CASL.-—A TIGER PARTY.—A NARROW LSCAPL, —~ NEW 
MUNICIPAL ACT.—-BUNWARRDE LALL AND PUBLIC WORKS DE- 
PARTMENT.—-APPOINTED TO NUDDEA,—~ REGRET AT MY DLPAR- 
TURE,—-AGRICULTURAL SHOW.—GOOD-BYE .TO DURBHUNGAH, 


Nor long after this, Nundiput’s house was ‘finished ; 
and with some pressure he consented to let me occupy 
it, I had to fix my own rent (a matter of very little 
importance to him) and the amount of my own chowke- 
darree, or municipal tax, which 1 assessed at the maxi- 
mum, The rent I fixed at what I thought a fair 
amount, as he had declined to take anything, The 
house was tolerably clear of the Bazaar and with a fair 
garden at the back, It consisted’ of three narrow oblong 
yooms running north and south, two very small rooms, 
moré like closets, at each corner, and two somewhat 
larger filling the space between the corners, At the 
back was a small square courtyard surrounded by small 
rooms intended for the zenana, or women's apartments, 
There was a short verandah on three sides, the roof was 
supported by masonry pillars ; the walls were thick enough 
for those of a fortress, and tended to keep the interior 
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cool in the very hot weather. On the whole, it was not 
very suitable for a Europeans residence, but was better than 
anything else I could get in Durbhungah. The servants’ 
houses and cookhouse were in separate small buildings 
outside, " 

had scaredly got settled when I received information 
of the appointment to Durbhungah of an Assistant Super- 
intendent of Police ; and on his arrival I sent to ask him to 
put up with me, looking forward with some pleasure on 
my own account to the company of a white face, and not 
wishing him to be subjected to the same inconveniences as 
T had undergone myself at the dak bungalow. 

His name was Cookson, and he had been, he told me, in 
some Highland regiment, but had sold out on his mar- 
riage; and as his father had been in the Indian service had 
come out to get employment in this country, It was clear 
enough from his appearance that his mother had been in 
India too. His wife he had left in Calcutta; but she was 
to follow with her baby when he got settled. On the 
whole, he was scarcely up to what I could have wished, 
and by no means gave me the idea of being likely 
to exercise a vigorous control over the police. But we 
got on amicably enough, and it was a great comfort to 
get work done more quickly than in the former circuitous 
manner. ‘ We scarcely met on week-days, ae at break- 
fast time and at dinner, so that we had not much leisure 
for becoming quarrelsome ; at least I had not, for my work 
was now very hard... 

The new Registration Act had now passed, which 
enacted that every party’ executing a deed must appear in 
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person and be properly identified before the Registrar, or 
must be represented by a mookhtyar furnished with a 
registered power of attorney, to give which the principal 
must have appeared in person once before the Registrar. 
Documents so registered were to be received in all the 
Courts without dispute as legally registeted ; and this 
obviated a great amount of litigation about theit authen- 
ticity, and was an immense improvement on the old 
system, 

The Commissioners and Collectors, having been con- 
sulted, had replied that the subdivisional officers could find 
time to perform the functions of Sub-registiars, but that 
they ought to receive some small addition to their pay 
fo: the extra work, say £5 a month, Government, as was 
understood at the time, acceded to this, and in the months 
of August and September I registered an average of more 
than 500 deeds per month. This took up a certain amount 
of time, and involved the keeping up Of a number of new 
and rather elabotate registeis, so that there was really a 
consideiable addition to my work, I consoled myself by 
drawing my extra so rs.; but at the end of the two months 
-Goveinment issued a circular stating that they had never 
authorized this, that it was a misapprehension on the part 
of the Commissioners, and that all money so drawn must 
be refunded ‘to the Treasury, 

This was thought rather sharp practice by us disap- 
pointed ones, for it appeared that the Government had 
first induced us by promise of extra remuneration to admit 
that-we could do the extra work, and when it found the 
work was being done had withdrawn the pay. I never 
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quite understood how the blame was to be distributed ia 
the matter, but I did not much care, as my present income 
was quite sufficient for my present wants, 

This was the time too when attention was turned to the 
development of subdivisional administration, and it was 
resolved that’ subdivisional officers should be entrusted 
with the control of the excise within the limits of their 
jurisdictions—of course under the supervision of the Dis- 
trict Collector. 

The object of the system of excise, as stated by the 
Government, is “to raise as large an amount of revenue 
from the sale of intoxicating liquors and drugs as is com- 
patible with the gieatest possible discouragement of their 
usé. It always appeared to me that the great object of 
the Government was to get a maximum consumption 
ata maximum rate. In Tirhoot, hitherto, the excise had 
been under a Deputy-Collector of the uncovenanted ser- 
vice at head-quarters, for most Collectors looked upon 
this as appertaining to the class of “dirty work,” and weic 
glad to get rid of its disagreeable details. 

There had been a controversy going on as to the respec- 
tive merits of the.“ monthly tax” system; and the “fixed 
duty” system, Under the former, monthly licences were 
granted to distillers and retailers at fixed rates; and they 
could manufacture and sell as much as they pleased, 
Under the latter, a duty was charged on the actual amount 
manufactured and sold, and rates also varicd with the 
strength of the spirit. Under this system “ public distil- 
leries ” were established, as tending to give the authorities 
greater control. 
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These were erected at the Government expense, and 
licensed distillers set up stills therein, Within a certain 
fixed radius round these, no private stills could be set up, 
and all retail shops were compelled to get their supplies 
therefrom. They were under the charge of an officer 
called a Darogah, whose business it was to fax the amount 
passed out and to test its strength; also to prevent illicit 
manufacture, and to look after the licensed shopkeepers 
who took their spirits from the distillery. These were used 
of course for the distillation of country spirit only, Im- 
ported spirits were treated in a different way. 

I don’t know who drew up the scheme for the erection 
of these distilleries in the Durbhungah subdivision ; but he 
had apparently drawn a number of circles on the map, with- 
out any consideration of the circumstances of each locality, 
and said, “There shall be a distillery in the centre of each 
of the circles.” The result was, that at this time came the 
order that eleven of these distilleries should be erected ; 
and as there was no necessity to ask for the assistance of 
the Public Works Department, their construction was 
speedily cairied out. Theoretically, the buildings should 
have becn of masonry, and surrounded by a masonry wall. 
But in Bengal, though the richest province in India, we 
are seldom allowed any money to do anything on a proper 
scale; and so the erections were mud walls with tiled 
roofs, and surrounded by a palisade, 

The theory of Government was, that where no legally 
manufactured spirits were consumed, there must be illicit 
manufacture, This I firmly believe to be a mistake in the 
greater part of Bengal known to me, In this subdivision 


Drunkenness. 239 


complaints used to reach me now of drunkenness where it 
was unknown before, Monthly returns from all the distil- 
leries had to be sent by way of my office to head-quarters 
in Mozufferpore, and as (I am happy to say) many of them 
did not pay their expenses, I was constantly harassed to 
report reasong for their not doing so. The simple reason 
was, that they were not required in their neighbourhood ; 
which answer, however, my superiors declined for some 
time to receive as conclusive, Finally, however, some 
three or four of them were abolished. 

It was my duty to visit these distilleries as often as 
opportunity occurred, and to examine the Darogah’s ac- 
counts, test the quantity of the spirits in store, and also 
its strength with the hydrometer, All this was very dis- 
agreeable, The buildings were make-shift and dirty; the 
smell was abominable, arid the very nature of their duties 
seemed to have a demoralizing effect on the Darogah and 
his subordinates, 

Talso had to keep an opium shop at'my treasury, and 
sell the drug,—supplied to me from head-quarters,—to the 
licensed vendors, who generally united this trade with the 
sale of stamps, ‘Dealing with this, however, was better 
than with country spirits. 

But the most harmful drug is “ganja,” a preparation of 
hemp, The use, or rather abuse, of this did not come 
much under my notice until I was transferred to Eastern 
Bengal, so I will not remark upon it here, ” 

Apropos of the above, I may relate, that I was one day 
driving through the town in my buggy with Cookson whgn 
we came upon a drunken chowkeydar (policeman), In this 
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drunken state he did not perceive who I was, anid, irri- 
tated at being ordered to get out of the way, he struck at 
me with his latti (bamboo stick), So I pulled up, got out, 
and tackled him. He was too drunk to bea formidable 
opponent; but it was unseemly for me to be seen strug- 
gling with him, so I called out, “ Will no onegcome to assist 
the-hakim?” Two or three men came rushing up, in the 
twinkling of an eye undid his turban, bound his arms with 
it, and at my orders led him away to the police station. 
Cookson all this time did nothing; but I suppose he 
thought it best to keep hold of the reins, The news of 
this event spread rapidly through the town, and the next 
morning the crowd at my Court, to see me sit in judgment 
on the man who had assaulted me, was very great, I be- 
lieve the uninitiated thought in a vague kind of way that 
nothing short of the extreme penalty of the law would 
be .considered sufficient punishment, Among others, his 
mother was there, and flung herself down before me 
in an agony of supplication, The wretched man was so 
frightened that he could scarcely speak. However, he 
admitted he had been drunk, and said he did not know 
what he was doing, I read him a lecture on the disgrace 
attaching to him as a guardian of the public peace and 
fined him eight annas, equal to one shilling, saying, that 
no doubt the Police Superintendent would dismiss him, 
He was so relieved at finding nothing worse was to hap- 
pen to him, that Iam afraid the sentence had very little 
effect on him, I may add here, as a somewhat gurlous 
fact, that natives, when accused of being drunk, always 
admitted the fact, 7 
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My work now was very hard, and I could only keep 
pace with it by working double tides, that is, by holding 
Court twice a day. I would commence in the morning, at 
630 am.,, first do the registration work, hear the various 
police 1eports, and try the criminal cases, which would 
occupy me tile 12, Then return to my house to bath and 
breakfast, be back in office at 1.30, and work away at 
batwarras, excise, and rent suits, till 6 or 6.30; so that 
by the end of the day I was pretty well done up, and had 
very little time for outdoor investigations, In the midst 
of all this, I was supposed to be preparing for my exam- 
ination in Bengali, not a word of which was spoken in the 
district. 

At length the time arrived, and Dadian once more 
came to act for me, A rule had been promalgated that 
the examination of two Commissioners’ divisions should be 
taken together, at the head-quarters of each alternately; 
so on this occasion I had to go all the way to Bhaugul- 
pore, four days’ hard travelling there and back, in order to 
undergo one day's examination, But travelling expenses 
were allowed by Government, and I felt more like a 
schoolboy going out for a holiday, than a hard-worked 
administrator going up for examination. It is not neces- 
sary to go into detail about this journey ; but it will suffice 
to say that I did very badly, but was-allowed to pass in 
consideration of the small opportunity I had had for study; 

a d T efijoyed the society of white faces there very much. 
was now increased to 500 rupees a month, or 
5 ear, 

.. late in November when I earned, and I 
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found that a serious case had occurred in my absence, 
which Davidson had abstained from touching in anticipa- 
tion of my return, though it had required prompt action, 
Two indigo planters, Arkell and Ball, had visited a village 
which had been leased to them, with a view to collecting 
rents in arrears, and had been seriously assaulted ; and 
further, their tent, pitched in the neighbourhood, had been 
destroyed, their tent furniture broken or carried off, and 
the provisions they had brought with them thrown into a 
stream in the vicinity, 

This really was a quarrel, not about the cultivation of 
indigo, but about the payment of rent, The villagers were 
known stubborn characters, who had given their own 
native zemindar great trouble about their rent; and he in 
despair had leased the village to Arkell, who had at first 
taken it with the view of getting indigo cultivated ; but 
had at length given up the idea, 

The term village includes, of course, the lands surround- 
ing the habitations of the villagers, and cultivated by 
them, On this occasion, after many fruitless missions of 
subordinate employds, he had gone in person, with his 
assistant, Ball, to endeavour to hold a friendly conference 
with the villagers; it having been suggested by one or 
two of the more reasonable of them that he should do so. 
Expecting to stay two or three days, they had sent their 
tent to be pitched near; and Ball had taken his gun with 
him in the hope of sport. From their evidence, and that 
of their gréoms, it appeared they had ridden into the 
village, and gone to the cutcherry,—the term used for the 
office in every village where all the landlord’s or lessee’s 
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business with the villagers is carried on,—and that almost 
immediately they were surrounded, abused, and threat- 
ened; and finally assaulted, though not hurt seriously, 
They both lost their hats, and got to their horses with 
difficulty, I adjourned the case, to get independent evi- 
dence if posaible; and as in the meantime it became 
necessary for me to go to a distant town, called Rowsara, 
to revise the assessments of the town-tax made by the 
town council, I appointed my camp there as the place for 
finally hearing the case, and directed the accused persons 
to have all the evidence for their defence ready, 

Arkell and Ball had some twenty-five miles to come to 
my tent. There was no means of getting anything to eat 
and drink, except with me, so I felt constrained to offer 
them breakfast ; but this made me very careful to finish 
the case, if possible, without going back to my tent at all. 
The complainants’ evidence was clear; that for the de- 
fence absurd. They admitted there was a quarrel about 
the rent; but said that the two sahibs had come into the 
village cutcherry, and fired off the gun at the villagers, 
inside the building, No one had been hit, and no one 
could give any account of where the charge had struck, 
or whether it was shot or ball, Further, Arkell and Ball 
both swore that the gun had never been loaded at all; and 
their statement was reliable ; for though European planters 
do condescend to allow false evidence to be given in cases 
in which they are interested, they do not give false evi- 
dence themselves, 

The case took a long time, and at the end I had to 
write my grounds of judgment, as well as pronounce sen- 
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tence, which also was a long business, as I had to take 
notice of all the evidence, which was very voluminous, I 
just had daylight enough, sitting under a big mango tree, 
to doit. There had clearly been a riot, and the two com- 
plainants had been maltreated in attempting what they 
had a legal right to do, The rioting made the matter 
setious, so I gave the ringleadeis nine months each, and 
a fine of fifty 1upees; some others, lighter punishments, 
The ink on my paper was scarcely dry, when both parties 
filed petitions for copies. As I came tired into my tent, I 
met Arkell just about to stait on his dark 1ide home. 

“T’ve often said that you ctvilians are overpaid,” he 
said; “but I’ never say it again. I would not go thiough 
the labour you have gone through to-day for £5,000 a 
year. I could no more have written my judgment sitting 
there, all at once, as you did, than I could have jumped 
over the moon.” 

“And now,’ I said, “tell me about your beard,” which I 
had obseived very much thinner and shorter than I had 
known it. 

“Oh,” he replied, “they pulled a lot of that out in the 
row ; but my mookhtyar advised me to say nothing about 
it, as it would so lower my status with the natives to make 
it public in Court.” 

This showed that native public opinion was woith some- 
thing in his eyes. 

Thad to make a separate case of the plunder of the tent, 
for that was testified to by other witnesses. Davidson's 
delay in taking action, had given them facilities for dis- 
posing of the stolen property. At length the police found 
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a knife and fork in the house of a Mohammedan woman of 
bad fame, and, following up the clue, found in two Moham- 
medan houses, some seven or eight miles distant from the 
spot, several pieces of canvas, tent-ropes, and other Euro- 
pean articles; and I was able to indict the householders as 
“receives.” As this was a case of plunder, with violence, 
by more than five persons,’ the case came under the tech- 
nical definition of dacoity, and I was ‘obliged to commit 
it for trial to the Sessions Court, over which Percival 


presided. 
Now, in the first case, he had upheld my decision, when 


an appeal was preferred to him; but in this case, he 
acquitted the accused, on what appeared to me very 
unsatisfactory giounds, Section 125 of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code enacts that the scarch of any house by the 
police shall be conducted in the presence of two or more 
respectable inhabitants of the place in which the house 
searched is situate. The police officer in this case, know- 
ing all the inhabitants of this village to be hostile to the 
discovery of the truth, had conducted the search in the 
presence of two persons from a neighbouring village, 
This might have been of importance if the, accused had 
denied that the articles had been found ‘in their houses, or 
asserted that the police had put them there (as is often 
done); but they admitted that they had been found there, 
and said they had found some, and purchased some, 
However, the Judge acquitted them on the ground of 
the aid saan informality. i 

This was'matter for regret, as it tended to the triumph 
of the wrong side; but we Magistrates generally found 
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that when we decided ourselves, our orders were very 
seldom upset on appeal; but that in cases committed for 
trial to the Sessions Courts, it was just a toss up which 
way they would go. In India there are many causes to 
bring this about, It is so easy to get at witnesses between 
the magisterial inquiry and the Sessions frial—at poor 
men by bribes, at any of the better class by saying, Why 
should you condemn a poor man to prison or death by 
your evidence? You can so easily make a little discrepancy 
before the Judge, and so on.” This argument has an 
extraordinary effect on witnesses who don’t happen to 
have any personal spite against the accused. In some 
cases, I have known bribed witnesses deliberately deny 
before the Sessions Judge facts to which they had deposed 
before the Magistrate, and submit to be tried and punished 
for perjury in consequence ; and I have ascertained after- 
wards that the bribers persuaded them to do so, by 
assuring them that the Judge would not give them more 
than three years for perjury, and that in the meantime 
their families would be well cared for, In the case just 
mentioned, however, nothing of this sort occurred, 

My revision of the assessment at Rowsara took me 
some three days’ morning and evening work, the middle 
of the day being occupied by Court work, done under the 
tree above mentioned, While there, a man came in with 
a complaint that 4n European planter, whose factory was 
near his village, had forcibly dispossessed him of a lot of 
his land, and sown it with indigo. Under the existing 
law, Sec. 318 of the Criminal Procedure Code, we Magis- 
trates had powers, in case of such disputes, to confirm the 
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party actually in possession, without reference to right or 
title, We generally tried, however, to keep in possession 
the party whose claim appeared the best, and so throw the 
onus of proof in the Civil Court on the wrongful claimant, 
This is analogous to the spirit of our procedure on the 
Collectorate side, in the “dakhil kharij” cases mentioned 
above ; but, as Magistrates, our chief object was to prevent 
all chance of a riot, 

The scene of this complaint was about fifteen miles from 
my tent, so I determined to go there by night in a palki, 
inspect the ground in the morning, and get back to my 
tent by mid-day, in time for some Court work. It was 
rather comfortless ; but I took some bread and a teapot 
with me, and managed to get some hot water from the 
village (with great difficulty), made my tea, and com- 
menced my inspection about 6.30. The planter was there, 
and pressed me to accept the hospitality of his bungalow 
close by ; but under the circumstances I did not like to. I 
told the complainant, Juggoo Tewarree, to point out the - 
plots of which he alleged himself to have been dis- 
possessed, and he proceeded to point out every plot sown 
with indigo, but in most of these, when they came to be 
measured, his statements were found to be wrong; in fact, 
he bungled his case altogether, and I did not see that I 
had any legal ground for ousting the planter from the land 
he had already sown with indigo. However, I reserved 
my decision, declining again to go to the planter’s houge, 
as I thought I should have to decide in his favour, though 
I felt certain that the villagers would not willingly have let 
him have all the land, 
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On reaching my tent I found news that Ellis was coming 
out from Mozuffeipore the next day but one, to inspect 
me, that is, my office, work, etc. etc, so that Thad to get 
back to Durbhungah 4s quickly as possible. When Ellis 
came I mentioned this case to him, and said I was afraid 
to pass orders which might oppress an injured party, He 
was a brusque-mannered man, with lots of energy, and 
a good deal of ‘impatience of any technicalities which 
seemed to hamper justice. 

“Tl take up the case myself,” he said, “and decide it 
while I’m here.” He had power by law to transfer any 
case fiom my file to his own, He went vigorously into 
the matter, and managed ta come to a decision ousting 
the planter fiom a great deal of the land he had occupied, 

T tead his order, and I pointed out that the planter was 
in possession; that by the law that was all he had to look 
to, and though it might be just, I did not understand his 
decision to be legal, 

“Never mind,” he said, “ justice first, and dovetail in the 
law afterwards,” 

The planter appealed to the High Court in Calcutta, 
and Ellis's order was upset. The result was, that the un- 
fortunate Juggoo had to go into the Civil Court to get 
back his own, after having spent a lot of money in defend- 
ing the appeal before the High Court. About a year after 
this, as I was about to leave Tirhoot for good, I asked this 
planter what the real truth was, “ Simply,” he said, “that 
Juggoo had leased me a certain amount of land, and I had 
taken a great deal more. Juggoo wanted to get not only 
this back, but also some of that he had leased to me, and 
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so made those ‘confused statements which puzzled you 
When we went into the Civil Court we made a compro. 
mise which gave me a good deal the best of it.” A trans- 
action not creditable to either party, certainly tot so to 
the planter 

The cultivation of indigo is, beyond a doubt, unwelcome 
to the native cultivator, In Lower Bengal the power of 
the indigo planters had been broken up by the very strong 
measures of the Lieutenant-Goveinor, In Tirhoot there 
had been no general disturbance, but an increase of rate 
had been conceded to the cultivators, The cultivation 
of indigo in this part is of two kinds, that called the 
“geraat,” or land cultivated by the planter with hired 
labour, and that called “1yotwarree,” cultivated by the 
small peasant farmer. If the planter could get land 
enough for his purpose to cultivate on the zeraat system, 
there, would be no objection to the thing ; but, in the first 
* place, it would be exceedingly difficult to do this, and in 
the next place he docs not wish it, as this system is so 
much moie expensive than the ryotwarree, 

It is.very seldom that a planter can get the ryots to 
cultivate indigo for him, unlcss he is lessee of the village 
from the zemindar, or landholder, or unless he happens 
to be himself the proprietor ; for all the land is held by 
.these small peasant farmers, either by prescriptive right or 
“by lease, They object to cultivate indigo, as it isa very 
troublesome and not a profitable crop. The land takes 
a great deal of preparation, and there ig a great deal of 
weeding tobe done, Further, he much prefers a food 
crop ; and indigo comes into antagonism with all such in 
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Behar, except rice. But the ryots are proverbially im- 
provident, and find it difficult to resist the temptation of 
a money advance from the planter, on consideration of 
their contracting to grow a certain amount of indigo. At 
the time I was there the rate was, I believe, 7 rs. a Tirhoot 
beegah ; equal to about two-thirds of an English acre ; but 
out of this the ryot had to pay the price of the indigo 
seed supplied by the planter, 

The advance once accepted, the ryot becomes liable to 
much bullying until the crop is actually cut, The planter 
keeps servants who go round to see that the land is pro- 
perly prepared, and the crop kept weeded. These men, 
knowing they have European influence at their back, are 
often very oppressive, and by threatening to complain to 
the planter or his head man, induce the ryots to bribe 
them into friendship, Otherwise they would continually 
be summoned in to the planter’s cutcherry, and if they 
refused to go, taken there by force, men called peons being 
kept expressly for this purpose, But about indigo oppres- 
sion J will speak further in my next chapter. 

The profits from indigo ina good year in Behar were 
very great, I have known a case where an outlay of 
430,000 has brought in at the end of the year a return of 
over £100,000, On the other hand, in a bad year, from 
drought, rain at the wrong time, or the ravages of the 
beetle, the result might be a considerable loss, The 
planters, too, in times of distress were kind to the ryots; 
they wete of great assistance in the construction of roads, 
and, as a general rule, if the ryots behaved well about 
the indigo, did not bother them much about their rent, 
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which was really a secondary consideration. Some, how- 
ever, more greedy for gain, would sublet the villages to 
their own native headmen, and then the unfortunate ryots 
had not only to grow indigo, but pay the uttermost 
farthing extracted by the grasping native, 

Planters, tgo, made the district much more pleasant for 
the European official when moving about in camp ; but 
the former was always obliged to be on his guard against 
creating wrong impressions in the minds of the natives; 
and it was only in very few cases that friendship could be 
free and unrestrained, One young planter said to me one 
day, “ What a lot of money we should make, if you fellows 
were not here!” And no doubt the planters’ impression 
is that we act as very troublesome buffers, On the other 
hand, the natives continually accuse us of partiality for 
our European brethren; so that, on the whole, we may, 
perhaps, Jay the flattering unction to our souls that we 
administer tolerably even justice, 

But there was an instance near Durbhungah of indigo 
cultivation being carried on with gobdd feeling on both 
sides, and respect on the part.of the native for the planter, 
The Jatter was a Scotchman, of patriarchal aspect and 
habits, He was thought wanting in enterprise by his 
neighbours; but though his profits were not colossal in 
good years, his losses were small,in bad, and everything 
that the natives did for him was done willingly, He was 
an Honorary Magistrate, a post equivalent to our J.P., and 
though his decisions were not based on the strict rules 
of evidence, they were, what is much better, substantially 
just. They were seldom appealed against, Such a thing 
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as acomplaint against him or any of his servants never 
occurred; an official could accept his hospitality with a 
perfectly secure mind, and I spent some happy days with 
him, : 

Ellis pronounced himself satisfied with his inspection of 
my office, the manner in which the work appeared to be 
done and routine details attended to; but, to my sorrow, 
he didn’t like Jugdeo, 

“He wears too swell a puggree (turban),” he said, “and 
makes himself of too much importance, You ought to 
snub him publicly.” 

This annoyed me all the more that I felt there was 
some tiuth in it, The man was really a good and clever 
ministerial servant, and I did not like to snub him, All 
'this time I had only had to find fault with him on one oc- 

‘casion, and that was so truly characteristic of the native 
‘ way of doing things, that it is worth mentioning, 

Among the many criminal returns we had to forward 
rhonthly td the District Magistrate, was a statement show- 
ing the number of witnesses summoned, the number whose 
evidence was recorded, and the number heard on the first, 
second, third, fourth, or fifth day of attendance. This was. 
intended, of course, as a check on unnecessary delay in the 
hearing of witnesses, On looking over my returns, after I 
had been some three months at Durbhungah, I found 
that all the witnesses examined had been entered as heard 
on the first day of their attendance. I knew that this 
could not be the fact, as it was impossible for me to com- 
plete on each day all the cases coming in on that day. So 
T asked Jugdeo, who prepared the return, what it meant, 
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“T never enter the witnesses as present,” he said, “ until 
your highness is ready to take up the case. If I enter 
them as having been three or four days in attendance, then 
it is necessary to send an explanation to the Magistrate, 
and the return does not look so ¢2ék” (a word expressing 
all excellence). 

Of course I puta stop to this; but it is a type of the 
way in which a native, to avoid a little present labour, will 
roll up any amount of future trouble for himself. 

Another thing now came to my mind that made me 
think he must be looked after. <A petition had been pre- 
sented to me by the proprietors of a certain estate near 
Durbhungah, that the neighbouring propiietor, who was 
my landlord, Nundiput, was constructing a heavy embank. 
ment on the border of the two estates, which would stop 
the water way in the rainy season, and subject the whole 
neighbourhood to the risk of an inundation. Nundiput 
rejoined that he was making a road to connect a certain 
place called Bhowarch with Durbhungah, and that it 
would be a great public convenience, I went out to the 
spot myself, and saw that the road would be a good thing, 
but the embankment would probably cause an inundation 
SoI told Nundiput he must make a bridge at a particular 
spot. He agreed to do this, and I therefore passed orders 
that it was not necessary to interfere with the embank- 
ment ; andthis being what was called a “ miscellaneous” 
case, I told Jugdeo to embody my order in a “ roobekarree” 
or “proceeding,” drawn up in the vernacular, This was 
done, and he produced it before me for signature one day 
when I was very busy, and I signed it, trusting to him, 
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Some two months afterwards another petition was pre- 
sented, to the effect that the opening for the bridge had 
been made in the wrong place, I went again to the spot, 
and found this to be fact, so ordered an opening to be 
made in the embankment at the proper place at once, 
Nundiput now appealed to the Judge, who cajled upon me 
for a ¥epoit on the matter; and I then, in looking through 
the papers, read through the above-mentioned roobe- 
karree, which I found contained a most fulsome eulogium 
on Nundiput, and made out that he had shown, the greatest 
public spirit in wishing to construct this road at his own 
expense, and that it ought by no means to be interfered 
with, I now, of course, had to neutralize the effect of this 
roobekarree, and finally the Judge upheld my ordeis in the 
matter. The embankment was broken through, the bridge 
was never made, nor the road completed, pare 

Nundiput told Furbelowe that he thought I had treated 
him vety badly, that he had let me have his house, had 
subscribed to my town improvement fund, and doge all he 
could to please me; and yet that I had‘decided against 
him—typical of the native line of thought. Jugdeo, how- 
ever, I felt. certain knew as well as possible sthat the con- 
striictiontof the road was all humbug; that the embank- 
ment was only intended to protect Nundiput ftom inunda- 
tion at the expenge of his neighbours; and must have had 
some consideration from him for writing the roobekarree, 
I did not believe in the road myself; but if it were to do no 
harm, there was no necessity for intetference on my part, 

As the cold weather progressed, and the cutting of the 
rice crop began, various riot cases occurred, In cases of 


A Crop Fight. 255 


murder or accidental death, if the corpses were not too 
much decomposed for transmission, they were sent in for 
post-mortem examination by the Sub-assistant Surgeon ; 
and in murder cases I used to view the body myself. One 
morning I was told that the body of a man killed in a 
riot case ‘vag awaiting my inspection, I went out and 
found the corpse of a splendid-looking fellow cleft fiom 
the shoulder down to the middle. It was an awful wound, 
Little Cookson went out to the spot to hold a local in- 
quiry, and Iremained behind, thinking that I ought not 
to go out, but wait to hold the preliminary magisterial 
inquiry, 

In due course a report came in, to the effect that the 
deceased, Sriram Thakoor, with some of his relatives and 
labourers, had gone to cut his rice crop, when the Rajah of 
Begumpoor had come on an elephant, with a number of 
followers, armed with swords, spears, and olubs, and some 
with reaping hooks, and had oidered them to cut what was 
left’ of the crop and carry off that portion already cut; that 
the Thakoors hdd .remonstrated, qand shouted out, “ duhai” 
(justice), The Rajah had said, “Maro,” and then one of 
his followers, Sheik Lailun, had cut down Srirat witha 
sword, and that others had wounded many of the Thakoors 
with spears and clubs, ., Some four wounded men were sent 
in as complainants, who gave evidence ta this effect, and 
ten or twelve Yery respectable-looking witnesses, who said 
that they were working in their fields in the neighbour- 
hood, and had seen all the above details, and further, that 
all the crop was looted and carried off. - 

Tissued warrants for the arrest of the Rajah ang awaited 
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further details, At the end of a week I was thunderstruck 
at receiving through the Magistrate a most tremendous 
wigging from the Commissioner, Coldham. He scolded 
everybody all round; said the police had been slow, anf 
their report was most unsatisfactory; that I had been 
most apathetic in not proceeding at once, to the spot 
myself; that the Magistrate was to blame for not telling 
me to go; that I was to go there now at once, and explain 
why I had not gone before, 

I should explain here, that in all heinous cases an 
English report, prepared by the District Superintendent, 
was sent to the Magistrate of the district, who forwarded it 
to the Commissioner, with his remarks and orders to the 
police; so that the Commissioner wag kept aw couraut of 
all such matters, 

I was indignant at the wigging, and Said so to Jugdeo, 
intimating that I did not think any good would be done 
by my going out, especially as I had so much heavy work 
in office, He replied with his usual good sense, that “the 
first thing to be done was to obey orders," So I sent my 
tent off to the spot, some twenty miles off, and started 
myself the next day, having first given as my reason for 
not going before, that I thought that the presence of the 
Assistant Superintendent of Police on the spot rendered 
mine not only unnecessary, but unadvisable. 

Thad not gone a mile before I met the accused Rajah 
coming in in a palanquin, He rolled out when he saw my 
buggy coming, explaining that he had rheumatism and 
could scarcely stand, I had ordered him to be admitted 
to bail of 10,000 rs, and told him so, This appeared a 


A Rajah in Trouble, 257 


great relief to him, and he salaamed to the ground. He 
vociferated that he had nothing to do with the riot ; he 
had been ill in bed; that the land was his, but he had 
leased it to another, and in the lease was a spccial clause 
to the effect that the responsibility of all criminal affairs 
rested with the lessee; and he held out a document, a 
copy of the lease, I took it from him, though it was some- 
what an irregular mode of filing a proof, and went on my 
way, saying I would send for him if I wanted him, 

On reaching the spot, J examined the locality, and found 
the field in dispute was situated within a dried-up tank or 
reservoir about two miles in length, excavated by some old 
Hindoo king, and was approached by a sort of lane cut 
through the embanking walls. Here I got hold of one 
or two men actually working in the fields adjoining, and 
took their evidencé'as to what they had seen, To my sur- 
prise, they told a totally different story. They said that 
Sriram Thakoor and his party had come in the early 
morning with a crowd of followers and actually reaped 
the crop ; ‘that they were engaged in carrying it off, when 
in the lane they met the opposite party under the Rajah’s 
lessee, who opposed their progress) Some abuse took 
place, and then Sriram Thakoor, who was a great athlete 
and clubman, stepped forward and hit Sheikh Lallun, who 
appeared to be the hired champion of the other side, a 
tremendous blow with his “latti ;” that Sheikh Lallun then 
cut him down himself with his sword, some few others 
joined in the fray, and some were wounded on both sides. 
The Rajah was not there at all. 

This made me suspect that the evidence of the witnesses 
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first taken was all false. I had ordered them to be on the 
spot, and the next day examined them as to the fields in 
which they had been working, Each man pointed out his 
field, but when taken to the tent could not state its dimen- 
sions; and on inquiry I found these men had no cultivation 
in this village at all, that their names were not on the rent 
roll, and in fact that their statement was altogether false, 

By degrees I elicited the real facts. The Rajah, who 
was the landed proprietor, had had a long-standing dispute 
with the Thakoors about rent, Finally he had got tired of 
it, and leased the land to a stubborn Mohammedan, Ameer 
Ali, on condition that he would bring these recalcitrant 
Thakoors to reason, He had got a decree against them in 
the Civil Court on some ground or other, and in execution 
thereof had got their crops attached. Two peons (sheriff's 
officers) of the Civil Court had been sent down to go 
through the legal fom of attaching the crops; but the 
Thakoorg had bribed them to put off execution of process 
for one day. In the meantime they had got a large party 
together and cut the crop; but were met as described 
by the witnesses above, the peons being with the lessee, 
Ameer Ali’s party, and on their way to attach the crop. 
Ameer Ali was prepared for resistance; but the other 
party were the aggressors, and the whole case was re- 
verséd, 1 

Tafterwards asked Cookson how it was that he had been 
so easily taken in by the witnesses he had sent in, and 
he told me that on arriving on the spot he had found them 
actually in the fields in the vicinity, and that they had pre- 
tended to run away, as if unwilling to be asked to give evi- 
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dence in the matter, He had ordeted them to be caught ; 
and as they deposed before him in a very reluctant man- 
ner, he thought they were all the more likely to be speak- 
ing the truth, Of course it was a pity that he had not 
made them point out which were their fields. 

In due course I committed all this batch of witnesses to 
the Sessions Court for trial for perjury ; but Percival acquit- 
ted them all on what seemed to me to be very insufficient 
grounds, : 

T also committed some of the rioters on the Thakoor’s 
side ; but they too were acquitted, the Judge remarking 
that it was avery confused case. Sheikh Lallun evaded 
justice for a long time, but he was at length caught, and I 
committed him for trial for the homicide of Sriram Tha- 
koor; but the Judge admitted his plea that he was exer- 
cising the right of self-defence, and acquilted him also, I 
thought that, as he had gone to the spot armed for a 
battle, he ought not to have been let off’ There is no 
doubt that he suffered severely from the effects of Sriram’s 
blow. The Rajah of course I set at liberty; but as he was 
legally bound as land-owner to have used every effort to 
prevent the riot, and also to have informed me of it,—and 
as it was proved that he was cognizant of it,—TI fined him 
500 rs, or 450, under Sec, 154 of the Penal Code; which 
sum he promptly paid, without even appealing against the 
order. The sheriff's officers were dismissed, on my report 
of their conduct, , , 

Just as the case was concluded, I received an anonymous 
letter, saying that Jugdeo had taken a bribe of 5,000 13. 
from the Rajah for his good services in the matter, and 
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that the current report was, that I also had received a simi- 

lar amount, and that Jugdeo was telling everybody that he 

could do what he liked with me, The report, possibly, was* 
based on the fact that the Rajah had paid his bail of 10,000 

1s, in cash into my treasury; and it may have been stated 

that it was so divided, I don’t think the natives really 

believed that I personally had taken any money, but very 

likely they thought Jugdeo had ; and perhaps he had, 

However, on the top of this, came a note from Coldham 
enclosing a similar petition, which had been sent to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and which had been forwarded by 
him to Coldham “for disposal.” This meant, to take any 
or no steps, as he might think fit. His note to ine was, 
“ Tear this up, after perusal.” 

However, it all annoyed me very much; and the next 
morning, when I went to Court and Jugdeo began to read 
the reports, I told him to hold his tongue, and to hand 
them over to the Nazir to read. I never saw man look 
so crushed, but it was the only way I could see of snub- 
bing him in public, as Ellis had advised; and I had no 
proof against him of bad conduct, 

Wahid Ali Khan was a great friend of his, and came to 
me privately, on hearing of his disgrace, to intercede for 
him ; whereupon I snubbed him too, and told him he had 
very much lowered himself in my estimation by interfering 
in matters which did not concern him, He went away sor 
rowing, but I forgave him in a week or so, 

Poor Jugdeo asked for a fortnight’s leave, and I gave it 
him very willingly. In his absence a very untoward thing 
occurred, Some of the Nepaulese chieftains who lived on 
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the border had taken leases of certain villages in the 
Durbhungah estate ; and one of them, Roopun Singh by 
name, had fallen into arrears with his rent. A decree for 
ejectment had been obtained against him; and he had 
come across the border with a small band of followers and 
some elephantg, and carried off the two village accountants 
(patwarrees) with all their papers, I had heard nothing of 
this; but presently an order came from the Magistrate, 
asking for further information, and I replied that I had 
received no report from the police, Whereupon the police 
were called upon for an explanation as to why no informa- 
tion had been sent to me, though the Magistrate of the 
district had received it, It turned out on inquiry, that 
information had been sent to me, but that it was contained 
in three lines at the end of a long report devoted to other 
matters, such as pounds and roads, Wuzeer Ali, the Nazir, 
had read it out in the usual sing-song way ; but probably 
had not thought it worth while to read the last three lines; 
and my order, recorded on the back of the repoit, only 
referred to the first portion. Just at this crisis, Jugdeo 
returned. It was of course a sort of satisfaction to him 
that this had happened in his absence. I had to eat hum- 
ble pie; but the police caught it from the Commissioner 
for putting such an important matter in the fag-end of a 
report, 

Jugdeo was equal to the occasion. He knew all about the 
treaty with Nepaul, framed to mect such cases ; and I pre, 
pared a case with much care for submission to the Gover-, 
nor General through the Foreign Office, Negotiations 
were entered into with prommptitude ; and Roopun Singh 
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was otdered by Jung Bahadur, nominally prime minister, 
but teally king of Nepaul, to give up the patwarrees, and 
pay a fine of 500 rs, or £50, which Jung wished to make 
over to the aggrieved paities; and the offender was to be 
punished by six months’ imprisonment ¢v Ais own house. 
The fact was, that he was a friend, if not # connection, of 
Jung Bahadui's, and at first he was inclined to be recalci- 
trant and actually defeated a small band of men that Jung 
sent for his arrest. However, he thought better of it, and 
made haste into Katmandou, to make due submission, 
and was sentenced as above. Our Government refused to 
allow the patwarrees to receive the 500 1s.; but they came 
to me and thanked me in the most touching way for their 
restoration to freedom and their native country. They 
had not been badly treated, but very much frightened, 

After this I allowed Jugdeo to perform his usual duties, 
but I thought it advisable always to treat him with con- 
siderable reserve. 

Another annoying thing took place about this time. 
Two brothers had had a quarrel, and the one had struck 
the other and killed him on the spot. The deceased had 
an enlarged spleen, which h@d been ruptured by the blow 
and caused instantaneous death, a very common thing in 
India, There was no doubt about the case; but as the 
place of occurrence was only six miles off, I rode out in 
the morning, telling the head constable who had charge 
of the case to meet me on the spot. The father of the 
deceased was a poor peasant, and after I had finished my 
inquiry, which disclosed 10 new facts, he came to me with 
a propitiatory offering of 1 rupee (2s.) in his hand, The 


A Wife too Many, 263 


head constable,—whose own salary, by the way, was only 
14s, a month,—intervened, saying, “No; you are a poor 
man, the hakim will not take anything from you.” 

if I could have killed him with a look, I suppose I 
should have done so. But the harm was done, no amount 
of explanation would have made the rustic understand 
that we officials thought it wrong to take presents, He 
would only have been frightened, and thought that he 
ought to have offered more. As for the policeman, he 
naturally would have taken a bribe willingly offered, and 
would probably have demanded it if it had not been, I 
scolded him to the best of my ability ; but I knew he was 
no worse than his compeers. 

Curiously enough, on my 1eturn I found another body 
awaiting my inspection—that of a beautiful Mohammedan 
girl, about seventeen years of age. She had a deep wound 
behind one ear, and the mark of a cord round her neck. 
The story of this case is best told in the confession of one 
of the murderers, or rather muyderesses, of the deceased, 

“My name is Sukee, and my husband and I had been 
married twenty years, We have two children, one my 
daughter (about eightcen) who killed the deceased with 
me, and my son married who lives in another village. 
A year ago my husband married this other wife (the 
deceased), I am old and I am no longer pretty, but I 
have worked for my husband and brought up our children. 
When he’ married this other wife he neglected me; he 
spent all his money on her, and gave her new dresses and 
the key of the rice store. To us, my daughter and me, 
he gave nothing, She used to mock us afd laugh at us, 
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and dance before us in her new dresses; and often we 
had nothing to eat when my husband was away from 
home, as she would give us nothing. 

“The other day, when my husband was away, my son had 
come over to visit me, He had come a long way, and he 
was tired and hungiy. I wanted to give him a meal, but 
Thad nothing, and I humbled myself before the new wife 
and asked her for a little rice; but she refused, and mocked 
mie and abused me, and my son was obliged to go away 
without food. Then my daughter and myself consulted, 
and we said we must kill her, otherwise our life is no- 
thing. So we waited until she had gone to sleep that 
night, and I strangled her with a stiing, and my daughter 
beat her head with a curry stone” (used for giinding curry 
powder), ‘ 

The daughter confirmed this story. She was a widow 
altogether dependent on her father, I felt sorry for them, 
very ; but I was obliged to commit them for trial to the 
Sessions Court, and Percival sentenced them to death, 
considering; that though they had had great provocation, 
as several hours had elapsed, and the murder had been 
committed with deliberation, this could not be taken into 
account, I informed them of the sentence, which they 
received with apathy, But in these cases the confirmation 
of the High Court is necessary, and the Judge in Calcutta 
to whom this happened to be refeired commuted the sen- 
tence to transpoitation for life, on the curious ground that 
there was no “dole,” or deceit, in the matter, 

When I informed the women of this, they wete in de- 
spair, They begged to be hung instead ; and it was neces- 
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sary to keep a careful watch over them to prevent their 
committing suicide. Piisoners under sentence of transpor- 
tation are sent to the Andaman Islands in the Bay of Ben- 
gal; and the natives of India, who have a religious dread 
of the sea and an undefined fear of the nature of the 
savage inhabitants of these islands,—indeed a very vague 
idea of the whole thing,—would much prefer death to this 
exile, 

At length, on the Collectorate side, I came into an- 
tagonism with Furbelowe, as Manager under the Court of 
Wards. He had ejected, for arrears of rent, a certain 
lessee, without bringing a case in Court. The ejected 
party sued for recovery of possession, under the provisions 
of Act X. of 1859, alleging that his ejectment was illegal, 
Both parties filed the lease, in which it was agreed that the 
lessee, if in arrears, should be liable to ejectment without 
being sued in Court, I held that the lease was illegal, and 
contiary to the provisions of Act X. of 1859, and that I 
could not recognise it; that such leases were intended to 
make the Court of Wards judge and plaintiff in its own 
case; and that whenever the other parly did nol acquiesce 
in all its proceedings, the tendency would be to create dis- 
turbance, Supposing, for instance, that a lessce, whose 
ejectment was sought under these conditions, should resist, 
and the Court of Wards were to apply to the magisterial, 
authorities for assistance, they would be bound, according 
to the law, not to interfere with the party already in 
possession, and to refuse the application, I therefore 
considered that the plaintiff in this case had been illegally 
ejected, and gave him a decree for recovery of possession, 
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This, created a great sensation, as nearly all the Durb- 
hungah leases had been framed on these principles; and 
Furbelowe told me afterwards that I had taken upon 
myself a grave responsibility, as both Blake and Coldham 
had approved this form of lease, I could only 1eply that I 
had, as a judicial officer, decided as I thought right, ac- 
cording to the best of my ability. The result, however, 
proved that I was right; for this case was never appealed. 
The Lieutenant-Governor himself had the matter under 
consideration, and the form of lease was altered, 

I may mention that shortly befoie this Cookson’s wife 
had arrived, and they were continuing to put up with me. 
She had brought her baby with her, a pretty little child of 
thiee months old, and Cookson had gone into Mozuffer- 
pore to meet her, and drive her out in his buggy. Seven 
hoises were considered necessary for this journey, and 
animals had been borrowed for all the stages but one, 
which had to be accomplished by Cookson’s own quad- 
ruped, a wretched little beast, furnished ‘with very old 
rickety harness, At first it refused to start, and then 
dashed foiward with a bound; the harness all fell to pieces 
like tow, down came the shafts on the ground, both break- 
ing, while the hoise disappeared in the distance, They 
were obliged to re-harness the horse just taken out, after 
making jury-shafts with a couple of bamboos, and arrived 
some two hours late for dinner, just as I had given up 
expecting them, and was preparing for bed. It was a 
startling introduction to Mofussil life for a young mother 
and baby. ‘ 

Poor young baby! my acquaintance with it was short ; 
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for less than a month afterwards, it fell ill of dysentery, 
and died after three days’ suffering, The loss of a child 
is always a touching thing, but in this out-of-the-way 
place the anguish was doubly felt; the more so as, I 
think, we were all conscious that the little one might 
have been gaved, had European medical assistance been 
promptly available. The Native Sub-assistant Surgeon 
had done his best, accotding to his lights; but he had 
never treated an European child befoie, I was at office 
when the sad news reached mein the afternoon, ‘Burial 
follows so quickly on death in India, that the fist 
thing to be done was to make the necessary preparations 
for conveying the little corpse the thiity-five miles into 
Mozufferpore. I went over to Furbelowe, who happened 
to be at Duibhungah, He was most kind, and sent a 
mounted messenger into Mozufferpore to give oiders that 
the grave should be dug, ordered his caipenter to make a 
small coffin, and had ddks laid for a barouche for the next 
morning, The poor parents were completely overcome, and 
T ordered myself to be called the next morning when the 
coffin should be ready. It came about four o'clock, and I 
called Cookson out, and asked if he would like to do what 
was necessary; but both he and his poor wife were too 
prostrate with grief to do anything. So upon me devolved 
the inexpressibly sad office of nailing down the litile 
clumsy case, made in native fashion. I recollect taking it 
out into the verandah, that they might not hear the sound 
of the hammer, As they drove off, about an hour after- 
wards, v7s-d-vis to their mournful burden, the assembled 
servants raised a wail of lamentation; and it was a relief 
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to me that my work in office was heavy enough to turn 
my thoughts from the sad scene. 

They weie away three days or so, and as (it being now 
about the end of March) a tiger party in the adjoining 
district of Bhaugulpore was about to make a statt, and I 
had received an invitation to join it, I thought it a good 
opportunity to let them be alone in the house far a day or 
two on their return, There were also some native holidays 
coming in most conveniently, so the day before their re- 
turn, on going into Cowt, I ordered all the mookhtyars 
and legal agents present to come in, and I said, “Now I 
have worked very hard for a long time, and I am going 
away for three or four days’ ‘shikar’ (sport), and I shall 
expect you all to behave well, and to have no riots or 
heavy cases in my absence, If any of your principals 
have any such case, I shall look upon their mookhtyars 
as bad men.” 

They all promised to be good, just like children; and as 
I knew most of them would be glad to visit their friends 
and relatives in my absence, I felt pretty confident. 

That night I started in a palanquin, and the next day 
reached an outlying indigo factory, where I found a 
friendly planter, with an elephant ready to go on, Afler 
a couple of hours’ rest, for bath and breakfast, we started, 
and had a long and weary night on the back of the 
elephant, It was not possible to sleep for one second, for 
fear of falling off, as we had only a “guddee,” or cushion, 
no “howdah” (framed seat), It was very tedious, and we 
talked “de omnibus rebus et quibusdam aliis,” about land 
tenure, indigo-planting, law of evidence, native marriages, 
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sudder distilleries, on which point he quite agieed with 
me, ete, etc, My companion was very intelligent, and I 
got. a good deal of information from him. At length, 
about § a.m., we saw the white tents of the encampment, 
on the borders of the bioad stieam of the Coosee river, 
and in an hour and a half, refreshed by a cheery welcome 
and a cup of’ coffee, we were on our way to shoot, 

The Coosee runs down from Nepaul, and is bordered 
on its noithern bank by the primeval forest of the 
Terai; on the other bank, the land is cleared and culti- 
vated, while in the stream itself are numeious islands, 
covered with long grass, to which thousands of cattle ate 
swum across for pasture, The tigers swim across from the 
other side to feed upon the cattle, and the annual loss to 
the herdsmen is very great. To the sportsman, however, 
the place is a paradise. There are plenty of dee, flotican, 
and partridge, with an occasional rhinoceros. Our party 
was a large one, and included several ladies, who, after we 
had forded the river and formed line, were placed in the 
centre, on two of the steadiest clephants. 

The first day we got some deer, and I shot my first 
florican—a beautiful bird, and very good eating. We saw 
traces of rhinoccios, but did not come across the animals 
themselves, Qn our return, we found a crowd of Brah- 
mins feasting at the approach to the only practicable ford, 
and as the feast was spiead on the ground, we could not 
pass through without disturbing them. We did our best, 
but some of the rice got scattered, and an elephant or two 
took a mouthful ; and I heard the Brahmins cursing us and 
our female relatives as we moved off, and praying their 
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gods to give us bad sport. We dined in a large tent, and 
the ladies sang, and made the evening pleasant; though 
I am not sure that my bed was not the sweetest thing 
to me. 

The next day we visited another island, and had not 
been beating for more than an hour, when (despite the 
Brahmins’ curse) the sportsman next to m¢ in the line 
shouted, “ Tiger!” and fired. I just caught a glimpse of 
some red and black stripes disappearing through the long 
grass, and fired also, The order to chase was then given, 
and the whole line moved on as rapidly as possible, the 
elephants all trumpeting, and everybody peering into the 
grass in front in a state of keen excitement. Piesently, 
at a small open space, we came on some spots of blood, 
and while deliberating in which direction to go, I became 
sensible of a roaring, crackling sound behind. But the 
roar was not that of an animal; and looking round, I saw 
a vast sheet of flame and smoke advancing towards us 
with the rapidity of the wind. “To the river,” shouted 
our leader—planter and sportsman of old-standing; and 
away we went at right angles to the fire, the island, for- 
tunately, being very narrow, and stood in the shallow 
water, while the flame rushed over the spot we had 
recently been beating, There was a strong west wind 
blowing, the dry wind of this season ; and the grass, set on 
fire probably by some herdsman’s pipe at the other end of 
the island, had ignited like tow all along, It was exciting 
to see the cattle all rushing into the water; but I was 
surprised to observe no wild animals, except one or 
two deer, 
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In about half an hour the fire had ceased, dying out as 
rapidly as it had blazed up, and we returned to our sport, 
We found several green patches which had not been 
burned, and here doubtless any animals that might have 
been on the island had taken refuge. Among others, our 
tiger, We beat all these without success; but on emerg- 
ing fiom thé last, we saw him in the distance, crawling 
with difficulty over the ground, where the burnt grass was 
still smoking. He was evidently badly wounded, and we 
soon came up to him, and finished him, Then one of the 
elephants was made to kick the body, to sec that no life 
was left in him,—for practically dead tigers have occasion- 
ally killed over-rash sportsmen,—and finally we descended 
from our positions of safety and examined our prey. He 
proved to be a fair-sized tiger, and I was pleased to have 
assisted at his death; though it was not admitted that I 
had been the first to wound him, so I did not get the skin. 
He had not shown fight at all; but yet it was something 
to bag a tiger, and this was the first I had seen killed, 
With much jabbering and hauling he was got on the back 
of one of the guddee elephants; and as the day was now 
well spent, we returned to camp. nN 

The Brahmins, who were now in their temple, which 

we had to pass on our way, looked sullen at the inefficacy 
” of their curse, Before dinner, I saw the tiger skinned. It 
was a curious sight, and the muscular arrangements of the 
fore-arm and shoulder showed an astonishing power, One 
blow from a tiger’s paw is enough to smash in the skull 
of a man. : 

The next day we tried yet another island, and had 
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along beat without getting any sport. It was fearfully 
hot, and the ladies were much done up. Suddenly my 
elephant, who was on the extreme tight of the line, began 
to tumpet and show signs of alarm. It was a small 
animal, and not really fit to carry a howdah; but I had 
been unable to get a better, and as it was known to 
be timid, its behaviour was not thought of “much conse- 
quence, We were just commencing to descend a slope 
with giass some sixteen feet high all about us, so that 
it was not possible to see much, when the elephant on 
my left also began to trumpet. “What is all that row 
about ?” said our leader. He had scarcely uttered the 
woids when there came a toar like many claps of 
thunder, and there was a tiger on the head of my 
elephant. He had got right on his head, and the ma- 
hout sitting on the neck was completely under his 
belly, The clephant was shaking his very best to get 
the brute off, which of course had the effect of very 
nearly shaking me out of the howdah, I felt myself 
holding on with one hand to the framework of the 
howdah, and trying to hold my gun straight with the 
other, while I was actually looking down the roaring 
animal’s throat, I did pull the tiigger; but with the 
gun wobbling so it was just a chance where the bullet 
went, and it certainly did not hit the tiger, At the 
same moment he fell off, unable to retain his hold, and 
my elephant ran away. This takes longer to nairate 
than it did to take place, 

There wete no trees, so there was no danger; but the 
shaking was awful, and myself, my guns, and my seivant 
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behind were rolled about like peas in a frying-pan. I 
cast a helpless glance back, and saw that the tiger had 
broken through the line of elephants, and was bounding 
away to the rear with his tail up, roaring as he went. 
A straight shot from some one bowled him over; but it 
was evidently not a vital wound, for he stood up, having 
got into a plAce where the jungle was lighter, and looked 
at the line of elephants now advancing towards him. My 
mahout, who was really a plucky fellow, had now turned 
my elephant, and was with difficulty inducing it to fol- 
low the rest. The tiger now came charging down at the 
line and singled out, the’ elephant of my friend with 
whom I had travelled. He was a magnificent sight, 
roaring and teaiing up the grass as he came, with his 
bristles all erect and his tail lashing his sides;-but my 
friend hit him in the foot with a bullet which com- 
pletely rolled him over, He was up again directly and 
charged all round till other wounds made him weaker 
and weaker; and at length I managed, having now come 
up nearer, to send a bullet into his mouth, 

On measurement he was found to be ten feet six, a 
young tiger, and well marked, He was a grand animal, 
and had certainly done his best to give us the sensation 
we sought, for he had attacked us without being touched, 
and fought gamely to the end, Our captain told me 
he had never seen a narrower escape, as the brute’s paw 
must just have shaved my face; a few inches would 
have made all the difference in the result, One of the 
ladies told me she had got into a drowsy state from 
the heat, and was roused by the roar to see the spec- 
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tacle of the animal on my elephant with his head close 
to mine. 

On taking stock of damages, I found that the mahout 
had had a great gout of flesh taken out of his left arm, 
and that there were some severe claw wounds in the 
elephant's forehead. These were, I expect, caused by the 
claws of the hind feet, which must have béen expanded 
to their utmost, for I could scarcely span with one hand 
the space between the scratches, I had some brandy and 
water in the howdah, and washed the mahout’s wound, 
which must have made him smart; but he seemed much 
more concerned that his “chapkan,” or jacket, was torn, 
This was a matter easily settled, and he pluckily consented 
to go on beating, though my elephant was very fidgety 
and timid for the rest of the day, and anything but com- 
fortable. 

We rather hoped to get the female of our dead tiger; 
and in about half an hour after the above, being again 
in very thick jungle, some animal was observed moving 
the grass in front of us. We formed a widish circle, and 
commenced closing in with a keen sensation of excitement, 
when the animal made a rush out between two elephants, 
and ptoved to be an ordinary-sized hog deer, This 
caused a great revulsion of feeling, and nobody thought 
of firing at him. After this we took ta small game, 
and finished the day pleasantly enough, The tiger skin 
was awarded to me on a consideration of alf the circum- 
stances, and I was very pleased to get it. The next day 
being Sunday, I made a start in the evening of this 
eventful day, and by travelling a weary forty hours in 
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a palanquin got back to Durbhungah in time to hold 
Court in the afternoon of Monday, Nothing trouble- 
some had occurred, but orders had been received that 
the new Municipal Act ITI. of 1864 had been extended 
to the town of Durbhungah, 

The intention of the Act was to commence the instruc- 
tion of the ‘native community in the mysteries of local 
self-government. It gave me a great deal of trouble. 
Firstly, it was tiecessary to select persons to be recom- 
mended through the Magistrate and Cornmissioner to 
Government for appointment ‘as municipal commissioners. 
I sent up the names of my honorary committee, with 
one or two otliers, all of whom were approved. The 
Magistrate of the district was at-offcio Chairman, and 
myself Vice-chairman, The Commissioner, Coldham, 
was an ¢r-officio commissioner, to give him the right to 
attend meetings if necessary, and the Public Works 
official, called the Executive Engincer, attached to the 
district, was also a member of the body, as an expert 
to be consulted, 

The scheme of assessment was changed, and the tax 
was to be an assessment not exceeding 7} per cent. 
on the rental of houses and lands situate within muni- 
cipal limits. The circumstances of the persons liable to 
the tax were no longer to be taken into consideration, 
and there was no power to exempt any one from pay- 
ment on the ground of poverty. As a very large num- 
ber of houses, or rather huts, in Durbhungah were let 
for 8d, or Is. per annum, it will easily be understood 
that the collection of 74 per cent. on this sum in four 
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quarterly instalments could not result in much profit 
to the Commissioners, Indeed, it was clear that the 
proceeds of the tax, at the maximum rate of 7} per 
cent, which was at once and unanimously decided upon 
by the commissioners, would be less than those under 
the old law. The new Act gave us power to spend 
all surplus receipts on hospitals, schools, and various 
other improvements; but as it appeared probable that 
the payment ‘of the municipal police, which was to be a 
first charge on our revenues, would absorb all but a few 
shillings annually, we found ‘it scarcely necessary to frame 
any scheme for these purposes, 

The first thing we had to do was to reassess the 
whole town, which cost money and labours, for the result 
was 7,000 appeals, each of which must be decided by 
at least three commissioners. There were nine of us 
actually working members, and we divided ourselves into 
three parties, and so only had some 2,300 each to do; 
but it was weary work, and a heavy addition to my 
other duties, Just at this time, too, occurred one of the 
fires usual in Durbhungah at this season, when every- 
thing is rendered as inflammable as touchwood by the dry 
west wind, I had previously issued orders in my capacity 
as magistrate, that all thatched houses in Durbhungah 
should be tiled, and no fires lighted between 8 am. 
and 6 p.m. The legality of these orders was more than 
doubtful, and I did not exact strict obedience to them ; 
but I hoped it would make the inlabitants generally 
careful, On this ocasion 700 habitations were burned 
‘down. The fire originated in a small thatched hut which 
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had not been tiled, and which leaned against a rather 
pretentious tiled mansion, When I went to view the 
scene of the conflagration, the owner of this latter assailed 
me with loud lamentations, saying, “ What is the use of 

my obeying your orders, when the owner of this wretched 
little hut ruins us all by not attending to them,” The 
owner was a. poor old woman, who certainly had no 
money to spend on tiles, so I could say nothing in 
reply. 

However, all the burnt-out people now petitioned for 
remission of their tax until their houses should be 
rebuilt, and this necessitated 700 more inquiries and 
decisions, We all worked hard, none more so than 
Bunwarree Lall, mentioned above as having opened the 
bidding for subscriptions at the meeting called by me 
soon after my arrival at Durbhungah. I was much pleased 
with him, as he showed more energy and spirit than is 
usually found in natives of his class, 

He had, too, offered to spend 50,000 rs, in building a 
bridge ‘over the river Bhagmatty, a narrow and deep 
stream about two miles outside Durbhungah, on the Mo- 
zufferpore road. ‘His object was to built a temple on 
the other side of the stream, and make it easy of access 
by means of the proposed bridge. All he demanded of 
Government was, that the Public Works Department 
should supply him with a plan of the work ; but he in- 
sisted on keeping its construction under his owa control, 
as he had dealings with Nepaul, and could get stone and 
timber down the river of good quality and at small ex- 
pense, His further object was to avoid waste of money 
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by the Public Works officials. He had very good 
grounds for this, and I supported his request to the best 
of my ability. The Public Works Department, how- 
ever, refused to supply a plan unless allowed to carry it 
out themselves, and held their own; for as far as I know, 
the bridge is not yet built, and this great convenience 
lost to a large number of travellers. 

In the middle of all this, a heavy charge of rioting was 
brought against him. He had some land some few miles 
out of Durbhungah, and a boundary dispute had arisen 
between him and the owner of the neighbouring estate, 
Both parties had turned out in force, and blows had been 
interchanged, and one or two tolerably severe wounds in- 
flicted, It was not asserted that he was present in person, 
but as the inquiry proceeded evidence was forthcoming 
that he had instigated the rioters on his side, It was a 
complicated and difficult case; but so far I had not found 
it necessary to compel his attendance in Court in person, 
when I received official information that I was appointed 
to officiate as Joint Magistrate and Deputy Collector of 
Nuddea, a district some 400 miles distant. I was inclined 
to think that I could leave this case for disposal by my 
successor, 

He was not to atrive for a fortnight; but there were 
so many witnesses, and the defence was such a‘long 
affair, and some of the leaders of the riot on both sides 
had not yet been arrested, so that it was not probable it 
would be ripe for final orders before the expiration of 
that time. 

I was as much surprised as pleased to find the genuine 
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(at least I believed it so) regret expressed at my departure 
Cookson was naturally sorry. Nundiput had told him that 
he could not let any successor of mine have his house. 
He was entitled by the Government orders to one room 
in the new subdivisional residence. But the new sub- 
divisional residence, built on the model plan by the P.W.D,, 
contained onl three rooms, two bath rooms, and a veran- 
dah, The amount allowed for the purpose by a Govern- 
ment in this respect parsimonious in the extreme, was 
small, and the P.W.D. were not good hands at making 
small amounts go far. My successor was a married man; 
and the problem of two married couples living in three 
rooms, of which the largest was only 20 ft. by 16 ft., was 
not to be solved, So he and his wife sought the shelter 
of the dak bungalow, and I persuaded Nundiput to let 
my successor have his house until the subdivisional 
buildings were completed, One of my clerks, I recollect, 
-~having, I suppose, his own ideas of what the residence 
of a ruler should be,—asked me if the partially-erected 
residence was not the cookhouse (baworchi khana), I 
felt somewhat ashamed in telling him the truth; though 
perhaps I ought to have been proud to think that the 
ruling nation was so careful of expenditure in such a 
matter, 

But I really believe that my native friends were as sorry 
as Cookson, I was the first hakim who had been settled 
at Durbhungah ; and though I have been obliged, through 
fear of being prolix, to omit many details illustrative of 
the fact, I was on terms of genuine friendliness with all the 
leading native gentry in the neighbourhood,—such friend- 
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liness, I mean, as caste restrictions and national charac- 
teristics would permit. I had always been specially care- 
ful te conform, as far as my knowledge allowed me, to thei: 
notions of courtesy; and, to the best of my recollection, 
had never wilfully hurt the feelings of any of them. As 
regards my Court work, I had honestly done my best for 
the convenience of suitors; and, being a toflerably quick 
worker, had avoided vexatious delays. There were some, 
of course, who disliked me, For instance, I don’t think 
Nokee Lall was sorry to see me go; and the younger 
brother of Ganeshur Singh, the young Rajah’s uncle, 
Mitieshur, probably disliked me, as I had endeavoured to 
bring him to terms with his brother, with whom he was 
quarrelling about their ancestral property, and whom I 
believed to be in the right. My moral influence was, I 
consider, worth something, 

Thave omitted to mention that in the cold season just 
past, an Agricultural Exhibition had been held in Mozuf- 
ferpore. The new Lieutenant-Governor was desirous of 
introducing a series of these, and hoped to accustom the 
mind of the native cultivator to some new ideas about 
husbandry (at present the same implements are in use 
as those of the time of the flood, or antecedent to it) and 
breeding cattle, etc, etc. Upon me devolved the task of 
stirring up the landholders in the Durbhungah jurisdiction 
to exert themselves to assist in contributing to the forth- 
coming show. It was only through them that the small 
peasant farmers could be got at. 

Theld ani open-air meeting, at which some of the land- 
owners and a good many of their agents attended, and 
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placing the former on my right hand and the latter on my 
left, I adjured them, in the best Hindustani I could com- 
mand, to be zealous for the credit of the district of their 
birth, and“hot to allow it to be surpassed by the contribu- 
tions of outsiders, The landlords I addressed as “ap log,” 
the honotific title given to an equal in conversation, and 
begged them "to bestir ¢hemselves; the agents, as “tum,” 
the term given to inferiors, and begged them to stir up 
their principals, My planter friend, the patriarch above 
mentioned, was present, and complimented me on the 
manner in which the proceedings had been conducted. 
As a result, the Durbhungah subdivision was really well 
represented at the Show. 

I was ordered in there, to assist during the week that 
it lasted, and held my Court in a tent pitched in Ellis’s 
compound. The Show grounds were down by the Race 
Course in a grove of trees. I was deputed, with one 
or two others, to receive or reject objects brought for 
exhibition, 

Among other things that I was compelled to reject, were 
a spotted deer, a peculiar kind of crane, a puppy with five 
legs, and a he-goat that gave milk. 

The populace, too, had curious rumours about the pur- 
pose of the’Exhibition, which had to be contradicted, 
There were seven gates to the grounds, and most of the 
samples of grain were exhibited in very small earthenware 
platters, ranged on wooden shelves. One rumour was to 
the effect that cannon were to be planted at each of these 
gates ; that when a large crowd of people were assembled 
inside, at a given signal they were all to be ordered to eat 
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out of these plattets, and so lose their caste. Those who 
refused were to be blown away from the guns. ; 

T also had to act as judge in awarding prizes for grain 
exhibited from the neighbouring district of Sarun; but I 
managed to get an intelligent native gentleman to go 
round with me, and with his advice,d managed to give 
tolerable satisfaction. 

On the whole, it was a very jolly time, fora great num- 
ber of Europeans were assembled, and only suitors with 
real grievances took the trouble to come all the way in 
from Durbhungah to prosecute their cases, so that my 
Court work was light, and I had a little leisure to enjoy 
myself. 

Ellis was a good deal worried with arrangements and 
correspondence; and when I afterwards became a full- 
blown Collector I was able to appreciate the enormous 
additional work that these extra things threw on an officer 
in that position. On such occasions a Collector may truly 
say, with the Psalmist, “ Lord, how are they increased that 
trouble me |” 

I was complimented on the result of the influence I had 
exercised; and now I was to leave the place where I had 
employed nearly two years in crealing that influence, and 
go among a people who knew me not. And yet I could 
not say that I should have wished it otherwise, for the 
move was promotion to me. I should draw an extra £240 
a year, should be stationed at the head-quarters of the 
district as the Magistrate's first lieutenant, and Icad a 
much less lonely life. And yet I was really and truly 
sorry to say good-bye to my Tirhoot friends, and would 
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much have preferred that my promotion had becn to the 
post held by Melville in Mozufferpore, He was just 
appointed to act as Civil Officer with the column about to 
invade Bhootan. Cookson I never saw again, The number 
of Assistant Superintendents,of Police was not long after 
much reduced; and he was one of those whose services 
were dispensed with, and who received a small compen- 
sation. 

Nearly all my furniture was eagerly bought up by my 
native friends,—I mean chairs, tables, dog-cart, lamps, 
They would probably none of them ever be used, but kept 
in a special room, “dekhne ke waste” (to be looked at). 
On leaving a district, civilians are allowed to dispose of 
their goods and chattels in this way, as it is not supposed 
that the natives will be anxious to curry favour with them 
any longer, and no suspicion can attach to the transactions, 
Yet many of my Durbhungah friends continued to corre- 
spond with me for a long time; and I received a letter from 
one only the other day, after the lapse of a dozen years 
from the date of my last seeing him. 

At length the day of departyre arrived, I had made 
over charge to my successor; I had given so many cer- 
tificates of character to clerks, police officers, chuprassies, 
tax darogahs, distillery darogahs, and every other person 
who had served under me, that I was weaty of writing the 
words, “performed his duties to my entire satisfaction” 
These certificates are most eagerly sought alter, and in 
more advanced districts the natives have all they get 
printed, and bound up into little books, Some of those 
more intimately connected with me had gone as far as 
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the river which Bunwariee Lall had wished to bridge, and 
there I found him and Wahid Ali Khan, I promised to 
say a last good word for his bridge in Mozufferpore, and 
was quite 1elieved at length to find myself alone with 
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ACTING AS FOINT MAGISTRATE AT KISHNAGHOR. 
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NATURE OF COUNTRY.—INDICO CULTIVATION,—KISHINAGHUR STA- 
TION.—MUTTON CLUB.—ICE CLUB.—CATTLE POUNDS.—POSTAL 
SYSTEM,~-THE  JAIL.—-CASTE DIFFICULTIES.—AMUSEMENTS,— 
RAJAH OF KISHNAGHUR.--MONKEYS,—SNAKLS, 


AS I drove along the dusty road, I felt a certain sense of 
freedom in having cast off the official cares of the place, 
and thought of many things that my successor would find 
both difficult and laborious to unravel and bring to a satis. 
factory conclusion, ¢g., Bunwarree Lall’s case; but'l knew 
that the man I was about to succeed at Kishnaghur would 
leave similar worries to me; so that my lightness of heart 
would be only temporary. 

Indeed, my heart was heavy enough on leaving Mozuf- 
ferporc, after a couple of days’ stay there, and saying 
good-bye to all the friends I had made during the last 
three years, This is one of the disagreeable phases of 
Indian official life, We are thrown for two or three years 
into daily contact (it is only the subdivisional official who 
lives alone) with the same very limited number of people; 
and we get to know each other so well, that the, very 
smallest details of our lives become subjects of mutual 
interest, when one day there comes an order in the Gazette, 
and we are torn apart, perhaps never to meet again. 
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Nevertheless, I always retained a most affectionate recol- 
lection of my friendships at this my first station; and I 
do not think that any formed afterwards under analogous 
circumstances, took quite such deep root, My journcy to 
Calcutta was very easily performed, as the railway was 
now open all the way; and as I flew past the scene of my 
meal in the platelayer’s cottage, and thought of the very 
slow progress I then made, I was in a frame of mind fully 
to appreciate the blessings of Western civilization, notwith- 
standing anything that Mr. Ruskin may say to the contrary, 

On leaving, I had disposed of everything except my 
table and bed linen; so that a good deal of my time in 
Calcutta was passed in making purchases in that extra- 
ordinary place, the China Bazaar, where Hindus vie with 
Chinese in endeavouring to dispose of their wares stored 
up for European consumers, and where, if you ask for a 
pot of jam, an effort is made to tempt you with a batch of 
Indian gauze vests; and if you demand some netting for 
mosquito cuitains, you will probably be offered a mahogany 
dining table, 

This necessarily makes getting one’s real wants satisfied 
rather a long business ; but a couple of days’ patience and 
perseverance in the stifling atmosphere of these narrow 
lanes enabled me to accomplish this; and having seen a 
boat start with a tolerable load to find its way up to Kish- 
naghur by the network of streams with many names, but 
which are all offshoots of the mighty Ganges, flowing 
down to the sea by the various routes cut for themselves 
through the soft alluvial soil, I rested for a couple of days 
in Calcutta, 
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It was somewhat melancholy to find that almost all my 
former friends had disappeared. All the officials, from the 
Lieutenant-Govetinor of Bengal downwards, seemed to have 
been changed, and I was glad to get away to my new 
appointment, Kishnaghur was much more accessible than 
Mozufferpore, for I started at 7 am. from the Calcutta 
terminus of the Eastern Bengal Railway, and :eached Bug- 
goolah, the station for Kishnaghur, between fifty and sixty 
miles distant, in threeand a half hours, There I found a 
buggy of the Collector Sahib’s waiting my arrival, which 
was to convey me ovet the twelve miles of metalled road 
leading to Kishnaghur, the capital of the Nuddea district, 

I found myself in a country very different in its features 
to Tirhoot. The road was a very heavy embankment the 
whole way. In some places the water was still lying, 
though it was the driest part of the year, viz, the end of 
May; and it was evident that in the rainy season a good 
deal of the country thiough which I drove would be seven- 
teen or eighteen fect under water. To the north of the 
Nuddea district, of which Kishnaghur is the capital, there 
is some high land ; but in this part, and the neighbouring 
district of Jessore, rice is the principal crop, and has the 
faculty apparently of growing from floating roots and tising 
as the water rises. When ripe, it is cul by men in boats, 
and the stalks attain an enotmous length, 

Another important crop {s indigo, which is grown, how-~ 
ever, on a totally different system to that pursued in Tir- 
hoot. In the dry season all the various streams filtering 
down to the sea are merely silver threads winding among 
innumerable sandy islands, the soil of which is specially 
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adapted for the growth of indigo. They are called 
“churs” in the native tongue, and are sown broadcast, 
very little labour or expense being necessary for the pre- 
paration of the land. But when the rivers rise, towards the 
end of May, in consequence of the melting of the snows 
higher up, the silver threads become mighty streams, and 
all traces of these islands disappear. It is th¢refore neces- 
sary to get the crop cut and canied before the advent of 
the inundation ; and in some years this is not possible, as 
the rivers rise so suddenly that no procurable amount of 
labour is sufficient for the purpose. Sometimes the crop is 
not ripe for the sickle when the waters come down ; and in 
either case the unfortunate planter sees a crop that a respite 
of a few days, or even hours, would render worth lakhs of 
rupees,—lI have heard of one planter losing £200,000 in one 
year in this way,—slowly but surely swallowed up before 
his eyes. 

Here also the European capitalist has found it cheaper 
to get the plant cultivated on the contract system by native 
agency than by himself directly, Advances were made.to 
the ryot, who contracted to sow a certain area with indigo 
and bring the produce to the factory. The produce was 
computed by bundles ; and if he did not bring enough of 

* these to repay the advances, the surplus due was carried 
forward to his debit for the next season. The ryot class‘is 
proverbially improvident, and if cash be offered them, they 
are willing to accept it without any sort of scrutiny of the 
conditions accompanying it, since these need not be ful- 
filled for many months. But even supposing the ryot to 
be careful, honest, and anxious to perform his part of the 
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contract, the factory employés (omlah) did all they could 
to prevent it. It was, on the contrary, their object to keep 
the ryots always in debt to the factory, and this was a 
thing only too easily done, The ryot took no thought for 
the morrow, but having received his advance, spent it on 


pressing necessities. 

From the ‘moment, however, that he had accepted it he 
came subject to ‘the supervision of the factory omlah; in 
fact, they acquired a sort of authority over him, They 
could come to measure his land to see if he had.sown the 
right quantity ; in short, could pay him continual visits of 
inspection on some ground or other, and threaten him with 
the anger of their employer if not conciliated by a douceur, 
The advance even would be paid through them, and a 
goodly propoition of it would remain in their hands, 
When the crop was cut and brought in bundles to the 
factory, they could make two bundles count as one only 
by Straining the 1ope with which their girth was measured ; 
and an approximately fair measurement was to be obtained 
only by a further doucewr, The rate paid by the planter 
was so low as_to make it impossible for the ryot to get a 
‘profit ¢ out, of t the Crop, even | if he had been fairly treated, 
Ina bad season the loss was the ryot’s, at least a ‘consider. 
able” proportion of it; for ‘the unrepaid “advances _ were 5 
‘carried forward te ‘to “his ‘debit for the next :year, So that the 
Tule was, that™a ryot who had once received advances was 
always in debt to the factory, and that in Nuddea and 
some of the neighbouring districts a considerable propor- 
tion of the population was in hereditary debt and servitude 
to indigo, 
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In many cases ryots who were not’ hampered by the 
debts of their fathers, and who were unwilling to take 
advances, were forced to accept them by intimidation and 
by fraud, It was no uncommon thing for a ryot who re- 
fused to enter into a contract to be kidnapped and confined 
in a factory outbuilding until compliant. It was frequently 
useless to complain to the police, The orders given to 
them, in case of the probability of the occurrence of a riot, 
were to pievent a breach of the peace, without reference to 
the rights of parties. They found it possible to do this 
only by siding with the stronger party, who was always 
the planter. Doubtless there were hired lattials (clubmen) 
on both sides; but the forces of the planter were always 
better organized and more sure of being paid. Our ad- 
ministration was only in course of formation, our magis- 
terial courts were at long distances apart, and, as a neces- 
sary result, might had too good a chance against right. 

Even had all the planters been scrupulous and ener- 
getic, they could not have prevented some oppression. 
But many of the proprietors were absentees, spending their 
large profits luxuriously in England, and their concerns 
were carried on by managers who had to strain every nerve 
to meet the demands from home, some of them, the sub- 
ordinate managers, young, inexpetienced, and altogether 
in the hands of the omlah, It was natural too that the 
conquering race should behave in a somewhat imperious 
manner to the conquered ; for, say what we will, and legis- 
late as we may, we cannot make an European think that a 
native is equal' to himself. A ryot, therefore, who refused 
to receive advances was looked upon as a recalcitrant 
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inferior who must be coerced into obedience. His oil, seed, 
or other crops already sown were uprooted, his cattle carried 
off, occasionally himself kidnapped, and cases occurred of 
whole villages being burnt down. 

It was difficult to bring these offences home to the actual 
perpetrators, partly through the inadequacy of our ad- 
ministration “since then largely reinforced and improved), 
and partly through the little reliance that could be placed 
on native evidence, The planter himself was seldom 
present, and generally, probably, would be able to swear 
truthfully that he knew nothing of the details, even if the 
case were brought home to his employds, having purposely 
allowed himself to be kept ignorant of them. In some in- 
stances, however, the planters themselves were personally 
criminated, 

In Baraset it had been determined to create a new sub- 
ordinate magisterial jurisdiction, and the site for the Sub- 
divisional Court buildings had been sclected in the neigh- 
bourhood of a planters factory. He sent in a petition to 
the Government praying for its location elsewhere, and 
stating that its vicinity to him would probably give rise to 
a great deal of litigation between him and his indigo ryots, 
the latter being incited theréto by the band of needy, petti- 
fogging practitioners which always sprang into existence 
round a criminal Court. He further stated that the records 
of the nearest existing Court would show that for the last 
three years there had been no disagreeable litigation be- 
tween him and the ryots on the ground of indigo cultiva- 
tion, 

While his petition was under consideration, the magis- 
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terial officer who was about'to open the new subdivision, 
and who was inspecting the neighbourhood prior to 1 eport- 
ing finally on the site, was on his way to pay a visit to the 
factory. A little boy ran up to him just before he entered 
it, and said that two men were at this moment in confine- 
ment in one of the outbuildings for refusing to sow indigo. 
He gave their names, and the Magistiate, proceeding to 
the place, called them out loudly. They answered. He 
then sent to the planter, who was in the house, to produce 
the keys. He did so, and the two men were then released, 
It appeared that they had been in confinement at this and 
other places belonging to the same concern for three 
months, though they had not been otherwise haishly 
treated, The planter was peisonally convicted, and finally 
fined £50, The punishment appears not too heavy. It 
seems needless to add that his petition with reference to 
the site of the new Subdivisional Court was rejected. 

At length the evils of the system brought about their 
natural results. About the year 1854 or 1855, the then 
Judge of Nuddea addressed a letter to the Government of 
Bengal on the subject of the great oppression to which the 
cultivators were subjected. The then Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, who generally seemed disposed to act on the 
principle of gudeta non movere, told him that his remarks 
were not based on sufficient experience, and rather shelved 
the subject, Somewhat later, however, in the neighbour- 
ing district of Baraset,a planter had complained to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that the Joint Magistrate 
of that district was decidedly hostile to the cultivation of 
indigo, and was not behaving impartially. He had been 
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called upon for an explanation, and the result of the coi- 
respondence was, that the ryots got to know that itwas not 
the wish of Government that they should sow indigo, but 
that they weie quite indifferent in the matter. Hitheito 
they had been under” the impression that it was theit 
wish. 

Just after* this, about 1859-60, a native Deputy Magis- 
trate issued a circular order to the ‘police within the juris- 
diction of his subdivision to protect the ryots, even if they 
had made contracts, aginst forcible entity by the planter 
for the purpose of ae indigo, This was very injudi- 
cious, and appeared to induce the tyots to consider that the 
Government was absolutely hostile to the cultivation of in- 
digo. They were only too ready to seize upon any pretext 
for emancipating themselves, and the whole of the indigo 
districts in the neighbourhood were soon in a state of fer- 
ment, Thousands of ryots, who had received advances for 
the season’s cultivation, refused to fulfil their contracts, 
The sowings can only take place for about a couple of 
months in the éarly part of the year, and even then only 
after favourable falls of rain, which are few and far be- 
tween, : 

There was imminent risk that this great trade would be 
tuined, The Government did its utmost lo explain to the 
cultivators through the local officials, that they were bound 
to carry out contracts already entered into; and in order 
to meet the extreme urgency of the case, hastily passed a 
Bill through th islative Council, to be in force for six 


months only, giving Magistrates summary jurisdiction to 
enforce specific performance of existing contracts to sow 
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indigo, and in case of refusal to assess damages payable 
to the planter, in default, to impose sentences of imprison- 
ment, 

Several additional magisterial officers were sent to 
adjudicate the cases instituted in great numbers by the 
planters, and hundreds of ryots were sent to prison for 
refusing to sow. The Nuddea gaol had to* be entirely 
emptied of its ordinary class of criminals to make room 
for the influx of ryots convicted under this Act, It is 
probable that many of them would not have been so obsti- 
nate, had they understood that sowing this year would not 
render them any more liable to sow the next. A commis- 
sion of inquiry was to be appointed, and to report on the 
whole case before the next season, as to the necessity of 
special measures, legislative or otherwise, But it was diffi- 
cult to convey this clearly to their uneducated minds, In 
the meantime some very harsh and unjust decisions were 
passed under the Act by inexperienced Magistrates who 
had been hurried to the scene of affairs. There was no 
appeal to any judicial Court; but the Government of Ben- 
gal had a power of supervision reserved to it under the 
law; the Commissioner of the division could send for re- 
cords of all cases tried, and refer them to the Government, 
for reversal or otherwise of the orders passed. 

In one case a Deputy Magistrate had sentenced a ryot 
to imprisonment for refusal to execute a contract. After 
the decision the case was sent up for revision, and it ap- 
peared that the contract bore date 1856, but was executed 
on a stamp paper that had been sold by the stamp vendor 
in 1859, or three years after the alleged execution of the 
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deed. (I have mentioned before, that all stamp vendors are 
obliged by law to endorse on each stamp paper the date 
of sale and the name of the party to whom sold.) The 
defendant in this case had denied the execution of the 
deed, but the Magistrate had not even thought of looking 
at the date of sale of the stamp. 

In anothe? case a mookhtyar (attorney) was sentenced to 
six months’ imprisonment and a fine of £20 for advising 
certain clients not to sow indigo, The law enacted punish- 
ments for persons preventing ryots sowing indigo by in- 
timidation ; and the Deputy Magistrate had twisted this 
into meaning that alawyer could not give his clients advice 
in such cases. The man was of course released on the case 
being reyised ; and this magisterial officer was sent to an- 
other district, away from indigo associations, 

But great excitement prevailed; it was necessary to 
quarter a number of military police in the districts; and 
this state of things lasted until the season for sowing had 
passed over, Sometimes the planters’ party were to blame, 
sometimes the other, The ryots were doubtless quite with- 
out scruples, and anxious to evade the performance of 
what was justly duc from them, as well as of that which 
‘was oppressive and illegal. Both parties were represented 
by associations in Calcutta, the “ Indigo Planters’” and the 
“British Indian Association,” respectively; and both of 
these were in constant communication with the Govérn- 
ment of Bengal, These communications consisted largely 
of accusations by both sides against the Magistrates em- 
ployed in the Nuddea district. This I think is tolerably 
good proof that these officers generally endeavoured to 
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perform their duties impartially. Either Association would 
receive letters from one of its own party, containing most 
extraordinary charges of unfairness and bias against a 
Magistrate, and would forward it without inquiry to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, making it a peg on which to hang 
a demand for the Magistrate's instant transfer to some 
other place, A perusal of these letters, and the results of 
the official inquiry made in each case, shows that the letters 
written by the planters were just as ill-founded and just as 
gross misrepresentations as those written by the natives or 
those who acted for them. 

Throughout it may be asserted that the Bengal Govern- 
ment did its very best to do its duty fairly by both sides 
in this difficult and delicate crisis. By the time of my 
arrival the whole matter had settled down, the Commission 
had sat, and voluminous evidence had been taken. Special 
legislation had not been considered necessary; but the 
result was that some planters had been ruined, and all in 
this neighbourhood had been more or less impoverished. 
This was made by them the ground of bitter, but not 
justifiable, complaints against the Government. For long 
years of oppression, large profits had been wrung from the 
forced and really unremunerated labour of the ryot, The 
ryot was now emancipated, and those profits were no longer 
to be made. No doubt the ryot was lazy, deceitful, and 
without scruple as to evading engagements into which 
in many cases he had involuntarily entered, but this was 
not the fault of the Government ; and the reaction was the 
fault of the one-sided nature of these contracts, Great 
efforts were made in the planting interest to obtain a per- 
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manent special Jaw for specific performance of contracts ; 
but it was considered that the existing regulations were 
sufficient, The native merchant who gave advances for 
the growth of oil seeds, jute, or rice had no need for such a 
law. There were no analogous disturbances in connection 
with these crops; and had the indigo crop been equally 
profitable tor the ryot, and had he been free from the 
oppressions of the factory subordinates, these difficulties 
would not have occurred. “Ue” 

As I drove along I observed sigtis that I was in a 
metropolitan district. Not the least was the fact that the 
road was metalled. Such a thing did not exist in far-off 
Tirhoot, except in the towns of Mozufferpore and Dutb- 
hungah, and that in the latter I had made myself. But I 
was struck still more by the existence of two toll bars, 
things that I had not expected to find, 

The entrance to the town of Kishnaghur is through an 
old Hindu gateway, the remains of an old fortification ; 
and after passing through nearly a mile of narrow bazaar 
I debouched on the open part forming the European quar- 
ter, Another three-quarters of a mile along a tolerably 
shady road, past the houses with their large park-like 
compounds, past the ubiquitous Racket Court, and up a 
slight undulation, brought me to the residence of the Col- 
lector Magistrate, MacDonald, who had offered me hos- 
pitality. He was absent at office, but his wife received me 
most kindly ; and here I stayed for six weeks, while secur- 
ing a house for myself and getting it ready for habitation. 
Macdonald was grateful to me for joining my appointment 
so soon ; for my predecessor had hutried off on promotion 
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without waiting for my arrival, and had left him with his 
hands over-full of work, 

As Joint Magistrate, I was his first lieutenant. The 
district,—another sign of its being near the capital,—was 
divided into six subdivisions—the Sudder, or Kishnaghur, 
Ranaghat, Meherpore, Chooadanga, Bongong, Kooshtea, 
The area in square miles is 3,408, and the popusation, at the 
census taken in 1872, was found to be 1,806,102, The area 
of Tirhoot is 6,343, and the population 4,380,250; and yet 
at this time it had only one subdivision. The inhabitants 
here, however, were no doubt much further advanced in edu- 
cation and civilization, and required a more elaborate admin- 
istration ; and it must be observed that several of these 
subdivisional jurisdictions had only recently been created, 

My salary now was 700 rs, a month, or, at the then rate 
of exchange, £840 a year. I had charge of the Sudder 
subdivision, in which the town of Kishnaghur was situate ; 
and in case of MacDonald's absence I should assume tem- 
porary charge of the district. As Kishnaghur had been 
created a separate subdivision, all petitions involving 
judicial inquiry on matters arising within the subdivi- 
sional jurisdiction were presented to me, and not to the 
Magistrate. This caused a considerable saving of labour 
to him; for in districts where this arrangement had not 
been made, the Magistrate was obliged to receive and dis- 
tribute for trial all the new institutions in criminal matters, 
and this occupied a good deal of time. Again, if any cases 
of an unusually important nature occurred in any other 
subdivision, the Magistrate could and did transfer them to 
my file for trial. 
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Further, under the Rent Law, Act X. of 1889, the Col- 
lector generally heard appeals from the decisions of the 
Deputy Collectors; but he was by the law able to de- 
legate his powers to a Deputy Collector; and I being the 
head Deputy Collector of the district, appeals from other 
Deputies were frequently made over to me for hearing. 
This gave me a lot of extra work; and, in addition, many 
matters connected with the genera) administration of the 
District were made over to me for consideiation and 
report, In short, I found the quantity of work here very 
great; but the quality was interesting, and put me throngh 
a tolerably good training for the post of Collector-Magis- 
trate of a district. 

The station society was not large, but we were not so 
dependent on each other for our amusements, as our 
accessibility from Calcutta enabled friends to come to us 
from thence, and us to make occasional trips to the capital, 
The Nuddea division, under the control of one Commis- 
sioner, consisted of the three districts of Nuddea, Jessore, 
and the twenty-four Pergunnahs, and his head-quarters 
had originally been at Kishnaghur ; but the completion of 
the railway had altered the existing slate of things, and 
now he resided in Calcutta, which is situated in the 
twenty-four Pergunnahs, 

The European officials now at Kishnaghur were the 
Judge, Tomlinson the Collector, both married; the Civil 
Surgeon, the District Superintendent of Police, his As- 
sistant, an Assistant Magistrate, who held the position 
that I had in Tirhoot, all bachelors; the Principal of 
the Kishnaghur College, an assistant Professor, and the 
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Clergyman,—really a member of the German Mission, 
but who now performed the Church of England Service 
for us,—these last three were all married and the fathers 
of marriageable daughters, so that the female society of 
our station exceeded its usual proportion in India. 

The first thing MacDonald did, was to turn over to me, 
not an official, but a social duty; viz. the management of 
the Ice Club, I remonstrated, saying, that if I were not 
as hard-worked as he, I was at any rate the man in the 
station who came sécond in that respect, and it was right 
that somebody else should undertake this labour for the 
benefit of the community. “You must do it,” he said. 
“Tf neither you nor I will, nobody else will; and you 
will find wherever you go, that the Collector and the 
Joint must do all this sort of thing between them, or it is 
not done at all. I have the Mutton Club, and you must 
take the other,” 

I acquiesced, and it may, perhaps, be as well, to explain 
the slature’of these clubs. In the Mofussil it is not pos- 
sible to buy any eatable meat. Goat's ficsh, it is true, is 
procurable ; but thats not very nice; so we had'to supply 
our own mutton, and for this purpose it was necessary to 
keep a flock of sheep, and “kill ourselves,” as the saying 
is among butchers in England. We used to kill once or 
twice a week, as the majority of members wished, and on 
certain fixed days. As a sheep divided into five parts, it 
was necessary that the number of members should be five, « 
or some multiple of five, so that the one sheep, or more, 
could be divided properly among them, At Kishnaghur 
the club consisted of five members only: the Judge, the 
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Collector, myself, who succeeded to the share of my pre- 
decessor,‘and the two College officials, The value of the 
shares to be received by an outgoing and paid by an 
incoming member, was based on the number of the sheep 
ih the flock at the time of the sale. And this was cute 
fair; for a member who bought in cheap would soon have 
to pay an additional sum for the purchase of more sheep, 
‘which would not be the case with a member who bought in 
dear. An account was sent round monthly, showing ‘the 
number of sheep in the flock, the numbei consumed during 
the month, and the amount expended in purchase of food, 
shepherd’s wages, etc, etc, and the amount due by each 


" member for the monthly expenses, 


The sheep, when killed, was divided into the two fore- 
quarters, the saddle, and the two legs, Each member got 
each piece in rotation, he to whom the fore-quarter fell get. 
ting the head or the other odd bits; and this arrangement 
had the effect of controlling the station dinner-parties, A 
dinner at the Judge’s or Collector’s could be foretold, by 


* calculating the day on which the saddle was due to them, 


as regularly as an eclipse of the moonaby the most able 


“astronomer, For it must be recollected that in India, ex. 


cept for a very few days in the cold weather, an animal 
must be eaten within twenty-four hours of its’ being killed, 
or less, ‘ 

All this gave a good deal of trouble to the managing: 
member; but it was child’s play compared to .the Ice 
Club, , 

We were just near enough to Calcutta to make it worth 
while to get the American ice thence, instead of amploying 
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the usual method of cooling with saltpetre, or going to the 
expense of purchasing ice machines for ourselves As 
Kishnaghur was the first Mofussil statlon that had taken 
ice from the American house which had the monopoly in 
Calcutta, we had the privilege of purchasing it at the rate 
of four rupees a maund, viz. eight shillings for eighty 
pounds, But monopolies make men insolent, and we had 
always to keep money in advance with the‘ice-house peo- 
ple, to meet the price of any we miglit order. 

We also had to keep a chuprassie ‘at Kishnaghur, who 
would accompany our cart, containing the empty ice chest, 
to Buggoolah, the railway station, send it off to Calcutta, 
and biing back the full chest coming down, We had to , 
keep another chuprassie in Calcutta to receive the ice and 
send it off. The ice used to be sent down on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday evenings from Calcutta, reach 
Buggoolah at night, and come along the twelve, miles of 
road from Buggoolah to’ Kishnaghur in a bullock-cart, so- 
as to reach Kishnaghur before sunrise, Each, member of 
the Ice Club had to send the Sectetary (myself)’ a state- 
ment of the ice the wanted on zach occasion. . The quan-' 
tities wére calculated i in seers of two potinds each, and no 

“one could fake. a less quantity thgn five seers at a time. 
A membet ordering” ice on a Monday, had to calculate the 
amount be would require froni Wediesday morning till 
Friday morning; and on Wednesdays, fiom Friday morn. 
ing till Tuesday, as no ice was sent out on Sundays, 

The Secretary had to make a calculation of the allow- 
‘ance to be made for wastage on the way; and it was found 
that an allowance of one-fifth on the whole - -quantity 
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approximately met this. But the wastage, of course, 
differed very much on different occasions, in accoidance 
with the state of the weather; and when the ice arriyed, 
it was necessary to weigh the whole quantity first, to see 
what amount each member could fairly receive, Occasion- 
ally it was more, occasionally it was less, than the quantity 
he had ordered. This calculation made, the division com- 
menced ; not’ a very-easy task, ds it is rather-difficult to 
cut off from a lump of ice the exact quantity required. 
The servants of the vdrlous members stood round with 
their blankets, and when they received their lump, wrapped 
it tightly up, and hurried home with it. At least, that was 
‘what they ought, to have done; but otcasionally they 
loitered, the ice would melt, and I used to get letters from 
members, stating that they had not received -their falr 
share, However, I could always treat these -notes in a 
high-handed manner by threatening to resign’ the secre- 
taryship, which I would very gladly have done, ” 

At the end of every mgnth, an account was sent rqund,, 
showing the amount. due hy each member for the ice or. 
dered, plus one-fifth allowance, at four! fupees: per maund, 
and: his share of the expenses of the chupYassies, carts, 
‘pailvay freight, repairs to box,:blatikets, sasvdust, etc, pete, 
Hee; therefore, was-not enjoyed { in Rishnaghur withott some 
sexgesise torall, and considerable ‘trouble to oné member of 
‘theylclyb. On orie ocdasion Lvecollect, I had, thrdugh a an 
dvetsight, omitted ta send money int advance to the! ige- 
hotise in Caloutta, and the stiély manager allowed our chest 
andy cate cs retaty, emptya - Ie was. wery hots weather, , and 
MacDonal d Had # ‘innertpatty,, sor that I. fear my name 
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was not mentioned with respect for three whole days in 
the station. 

The first piece of miscellaneous official work I had to do 
was to report on the administration of the cattle pounds in 
the district. These were established under Act III, of 
1857, which law was partially an outcome of the indigo 
disturbances, In Bengal, no land is specially Set apart as 
pasture, and the unfortunate cattle have to graze where 
they can. Growing indigo’ suffered a good deal from their 
depredations ; and the factory servants used, in the Nuddea 
district, to carry off some hundreds of cattle at a time to 
the factory pound, and make very serious demands on the 
pockets of the owners before giving them up, On the 
other hand, they used occasionally to make iaids on re- 
calcitrant villages that refused to cultivate indigo, and 
carry off the cattle, under the pretence that they had 
been trespassing. : : 

This state of things led to frequent riots and affrays ; and 
as a law on the subject was much wanted all over India, 
Act III. of 1857 was passed, which provided for the estab- 
lishment of cattle pounds, for a tariff of fines for animals 
caught trespassing, and for the procedure to be adopted by 
the party on whose land they were found, and by the 
owners for their recovery, The scale of fines is as follows ; 
camel or buffalo, 1s. ; horse, bull, or cow, 6¢.; calf or ass, 
3a, ; sheep or goat, 14d, ‘ 

The owner could only recover his cattle or other ani- 
mals impounded, by payment of the fines, and a certain 
sum per day for their keep, to be fixed by the Magistrate 
within fourteen days. If not claimed within the legal’ 
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period, they were put up to auction, and the surplus pro- 
ceeds, after payment of the fines and feeding expenses, 
handed over to the owner. Should no owner appear, the 
amount was sent in to head-quarters, and credited to the 
Pound Fund account. But this law gave rise to numerous 
classes of cases, Under the Act, sums realized by fines or 
sales of cattle could be awarded, as compensation to any 
person suffering from the results of cattle trespass ; but the 
injured party could also institute a civil suit for damages. 
There was also a section providing punishment for the 
rescue of cattle on their way to the pound or from the 
pound itself, charges under which were very frequent 
indeed. 

In fact, very few persons would take the trouble to drive 
fifty or a hundred cattle even a mile to a public pound, 
or even a very small number a longer distance; and as 
many places were seven or eight miles from the nearest, it 
was found much easier to bring a charge of cattle rescue 
against the owners of the cattle seen to be trespassing, and 

‘ so get them punished, than to follow the more troublesome 
method of impounding their cattle, 

Then, again, arose the charges of illegal impounding; 
The law, too, was made the vehicle of many falsc com- 
‘plaints. There were also the charges by the impounders 
against the pound-keepers, of releasing cattle to their 
owners without taking the proper fines, not entering them 
in their registers, but accepting a smaller sum as a bribe 
instead; and by the owners against the same officials of 
refusing to release their cattle, except on payment of ex- 
orbitant sums, under the head of feeding expenses. 
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In the Nuddea district there we:e forty-seven pounds; 
and the chief point for my consideration and report was 
whether it was advisable to retain all these, or to change 
the sites of some, or abolish them altogether, By Act V. 
of 1860, we magistrates were allowed to devote any surplus 
proceeds atising from fines or sale of unclaimed cattle and 
remaining after due provision had been made for the 
salaries of the pound-keepers and the construction and 
conservation of pounds, to the repairs of our roads and 
bridges, Our roads we looked upon as our children, and 
they cost us a great deal of paternal anxiety. If any 
pound did not pay its own expenses, it would become a 
thx on the proceeds of the rest, and thus diminish any 
surplus that might possibly be available for roads, I was 

ot yet a District Magistrate, and so could not look upon 

hem as my own children ; but yet I had a very keen sym- 
athy with them, and it required considerable self-control 
to"decide impartially’ between retaining a bankrupt pound 
in merely local interests, and saving money for urgently- 
required road repairs. But I hope my report, which was 
adopted in its integrity, was based on impartial con- 
siderations, 

The next administrative work I had to do was to 
examine and report upon the working of the Zemin- 
darree dik system in the district. The Zemindarree dak 
means the intra-district postal arrangements, for the 
expenses of which the land-holders of the district are 
bound to find the means, In December in each year 
the Magistrate, under Act VIII. of 1862, frames a budget 
estimate of the amount that will be required for this 
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service for the following year, and this is assessed rate- 
ably on the revenue payable to Government by each 
land-holder, My predecessor had been asked to look 
into the matter, but had merely reported that he did 
not think that the charges in Nuddea were higher 
than those in the neighbouring districts, But it appeared 
to me not enly that they were so, but that they wee 
capable of considerable reduction without interfering with 
the efficiency of the service. 

The Zemindarree dak is merely for the conveyance 
of letters between the Magistrate of the district and 
the other magisterial and police stations, At each 
station there is a postal official called a dak moonshed 
and the letters are carried by runners, The Imperial 
postal service is of course for the whole of India, and 
at this time was concerned with scarcely more than 
communication between towns on the lines of rail and 
the trunk roads; but it was gradually progressing, and 
feeling its way into the interior by setting up experi- 
mental post offices at some of the larger villages ; the 
test of the necessity of such offices being the equilibrium 
of receipts and expenses. 

Besides the d&k moonshees in the interior, there is a 
head clerk at head-quarters, who supervises the accounts 
and prepares the yearly budget. On going into the matter 
I found that in many cases both Imperial postal and 
Zemindarree dak offices existed, and that there were 
actually two sets of runners, one set carrying the Zemin- 
darree dak letters, and the other the Imperial postal 
correspondence, This is absolutely contrary to the law. 
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I also found that between stations where there was 
communication by the Eastern Bengal Railway dak 
wallahs were still running and carrying letters, It was, 
therefore, possible to abolish a good many dak moon- 
shees and a good many runners; and by making use 
of the rail and the services of the Imperial postal 
officials, I was able to reduce the annual milage ex- 
penditure from 17 rs, per mile to 13 rs, The Zemindars 
were the parties who gained by this, for, of course, 
Government did» not benefit one farthing; but it was 
strictly equitable that they should not be called upon 
to pay more than was really necessary. I fear, however, 
that it brought down on my head the anathemas of 
many unfortunate dak moonshees and dak runners; and 
a great many difficulties were thrown in the way of my 
economical reforms by them, and, very specially by the 
clerk at head-quarters, who naturally wished to exercise 
a cheap patronage. However, he was not a deserving 
public servant, and I settled that part of the difficulty 
by abolishing him. 

The word “abolish” has been much in request during 
the last twenty years in India; and so sadly familiar to 
the native official class, that it has become incorporated 
in their language. My scheme went up to the Bengal 
Government with the recommendations of the Magistrate 
and the Commissioner, and was adopted, and I received 
the official thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor; but in 
the end of the letter a mark of his appreciation of my 
labours was conferred upon me, which I could imagine 
the secretary writing out with a cynical smile. Just 
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at this time, the control of the Zemindatee dak arrange- 
ments was throughout Lower Bengal to be made over to 
the new police; but, “in consideration of my services in 
the matter, I was allowed to retain the management in 
the Nuddea district.” 7 

I could not help laughing when I read this; but of 
course I understood that it was thought advisable that 
the official who had suggested the economical reforms 
should see them carried out at fist. 

Another thing that gave me an infinity of trouble 
was the gaol, The Magistrate of the distiict was sup- 
posed to have charge of it; but he was allowed to dele- 
gate this 1esponsibility to a subordinate, and he made it 
over to me, The medical charge’ rested with the Civil 
Surgeon, Eardley. But this divided charge did not work 
very well, It was, of course, my object to feed the 
prisoners cheaply, to get as much work out of them as I 
could, and to find the best market for my manufactured 
articles, It was Eardley’s object to have them all in 
good health. We both sent in monthly retuins to the 
Inspector General of gaols, who in these days was a 
doctor, and who, in case of dispute, was naturally in- 
clined to side with the Civil Surgeon, My returns, which 
were very elaborate, showed the number of prisoners in 
gaol, their crimes, re-committals, employments in gaol, 
and all statistics about manufactured articles, profit and 
loss accounts, etc. etc. Eardley’s retuins related to their 
health, ethnological and physiological statistics, They 
were very elaborate also, 

Indeed, I may say that most Indian official returns 
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are elaborate, too much so, and that we provincial officials 
suffered many things at the hands of Secretaries in Cal- 
cutta, who were continually planning cunning forms with 
innumerable headings for us to fill up on every possible 
subject, We were always being asked, Why? Frequently, 
a question to which it was impossible to give a decisive 
reply, 

There were about 500 prisoners in the gaol, and if more 
than 3 per cent. were in hospital, Eardley had to say 
why. All this was done according to form. For if 
fifteen were in hospital, he was not obliged to give any 
explanation; but if sixteen, he had to give some special 
reason. Perhaps he would say that the rice supplied 
was too new, or that the ventilation of some ward was 
defective, and then I was called upon to say why the 
rice was new, or why the ward ventilation was defective. 
And I often found it very difficult to give any plausible 
reason, It was therefore very necessary to be on friendly 
terms with the Civil Surgeon; and as Eardley was some-~ 
what crotchety, though in the main an excellent fellow, 
I found at first this portion of my work rather difficult. 
However, I won his heart by a stroke of promptitude, 

There was a short piece of road between the main gate 
of the gaol and the hospital along which he had to 
drive every morning,—he was no horseman,—and about 
which he had entered many complaints in his “Remark 
Book,” as being very much out of repair. His com- 
plaints were just, and after I had had charge of the’ 
gaol about three weeks he had to go into the interior of 
the district for three or four days to look after some 
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outlying Government dispensaries. There was an old 
masonry outbuilding of the gaol condemned to be pulled 
down, and as soon as his back was turned I set every 
available prisoner to work, got it down, spread the 
débris on the road, had it rolled; and when he next 
drove along it, the wheels of his buggy rolled smoothly 
along a “pueka” or metalled -highway, instead of bump. 
ing in deep holes or muddy pools. He was both sur- 
prised and pleased, wrote to me that I had accomplished 
in three days what he had been trying to get done for 
three years; and from that time he was my ally, and 
not my opponent in gaol matters. 

But alas! my promptitude led me into trouble with 
Mowbray, the Inspector General. Theprepairs of this bit 
of road had not been entered in the budget for the 
current year, and it cost me a ream of correspondence 
to get the matter finally settled, 

Indeed, about this time Mowbray gave a great deal 
of trouble; for, after years of incubation, he had thought 
out a scheme of gaol clothing for the:prisoners in Bengal, 
Hitherto there had been “no convict uniform, and the 
prisoners were allowed to Wear a certain amount of their 
old clothes, and others were supplied when these were 
worn out. It was now resolved to issue clothing to all 
prisoners of one make and shape; but with differently 
coloured checks and stripes for the different classes of 
crime. The idea was good, but the introduction of this 
clothing was accompanied by difficulties that an English 
official could not believe possible, 

The ‘new uniform consisted of a jacket coming half- 
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way down the thigh, ‘and a pair of drawers (pyjamas) 
which came half down the leg below the knee, 

Now, it must be explained that when we commit a man 
to prison in India, we do nothing which puts him out of 
caste, If he be a Brahmin, he has his food cooked by a 
Brahmin, and is not compelled to do any labour that 
would injure his caste, This principle isacarried out 
rigidly, and it can be easily imagined how troublesome 
it is, But it is not thought right for the civil power to 
injure a man’s prospects hereafter, as a punishment for 
breaking our law. . 

In Nuddea, too, Hinduism is strong; and the town of 
Nuddea, situate some six miles distant from Kishnaghur, 
is a great stronghold of Brahminism, When information 
reached the prisoners that this new clothing was to be 
distributed, they appeared to be much excited; and in 
a few days I received a petition from the Hindus, say- 
ing they could not possibly wear it, as by the laws of 
Manu they were forbidden to partake of food while 
wearing any garment with a seam in it, and that the 
Brahmin priests were not allowed to wear anything with 
a seam in it at all, : 

IT forwarded this petition to the Inspector General for 
orders, and received a truly official reply, to the effect 
“that in the introduction of the new clothing, I was to 
give due weight to all good and well-founded | objec- 
tions, but not to listen to those that were trivial and 
frivolous, and on no account to allow any disturbance,” 

I consulted MacDonald, and we agreed to force the 
lower castes to wear the clothing always, but to allow 
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the higher priestly caste prisoners to discard their 
drawers at meals and put on their old waist cloths, or 
dhotees, which were of one piece without seam. 

But as soon as I had settled this, I received a 
petition from the Mohammedan prisoners to the effect 
that they could not wear the new clothing, as, accord- 
ing to the Koran, they must cover their heels with their 
clothes when kneeling to pray, and that both the jacket 
and drawers were too short for this purpose. When I told 
MacDonald of this, he thought fit to consult the Moulvie, 
the chief authority on Mohammedan law in the town, 
To our dismay, he replied that the objection was a just 
one. On this, I reported this petition to the Inspector 
General, but received the same reply. I then bethought 
myself of asking officers in the neighbouring districts of 
Jessore and the twenty-four Pergunnahs, and found that 
the Mohammedans had not raised this objection there; 
so, after consultation with MacDonald, we agreed to ig- 
nore it. 

We then determined on a day on which to issue the 
clothing, keeping the prisoners ignorant of the date; and 
on the morning chosen,‘having a double guard at the gate, 
and a double guard inside’ with fixed bayonets, Mac- 
Donald and I went down to the gaol just before it was the 
time for the first meal, made all the prisoners sit in rows, 
and had a suit of clothing put before each, At first no 
one consented to put them on; so we pitched upon a low. 
caste Hindu and told him to put on his jacket at once, on 
pain of being flogged, He declined, so we had him tied 
up to the triangles, making the preparations as lengthy as 
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possible. He was stubborn, and the executioner had his 
cane raised for the first cut, when he called out that he 
would give in This had a very good effect; and to our 
great gratification all the Mohammedans, to whom we had 
not communicated the Moulvie’s decisionjmerely informing 
them that Mohammedans in the neighbouring districts had 
adopted the clothing without difficulty, consented unani- 
mously to wear it. 

With the Hindus we had great difficulty; but the 
allowance of the “dhotee” at meal-time conciliated most 
of the high-caste men, and we saw them slowly and reluc- 
tantly put on their clothes, One or two low-caste indivi- 
duals were noisily refiactory, and we had to tie yp one more 
man; but he also gave way before the first stroke descended, 
and finally we had the satisfaction of seeing them all 
clothed and eating, with the exception of one old Brahmin 
priest, Tara Churn Acharjya, : 

He was in for life for murder (I don't know why he had 
not been transported); but though his conscience had allowed 
him to commit this crime, it would not permit him to wear 
the jacket with a seam in it. This proceeding had already 
occupied us about three hours, and we had to go off to our 
other duties ; but I spoke to Eardley about this old priest, 
and he said, “Many of those fellows are in the habit of fast- 
ing for several days at the commencement of every month, 
and I dare say this man could go nearly a week without 
food. But I will watch him and let you know when I 
think he must be made to take nourishment.” 

The old man swallowed nothing for three days, but on- 
the fourth moining Eardley said, “I think he had better 
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be fed” Ihad formed my plan, so I asked him to lend 
mea stomath-pump,@vhich he did, Ithen got the old man 
into the gaoler's office and had his own lota (brass cup) 
filled with milk by one of his own caste. “Now,” I said, 
“ drink this.” 

“No,” he said; “kill me, if you please, but I will not 
drink.” 7 , 

“Very well,” I replied, “if you don’t eat or drink you 
will die, I personally do not care about that. But if you 
die the Government will call upon me for explanations and 
that will be troublesome. If you like, you can drink this 
milk comfortably out of your own Jota filled by a man of 
your own caste, and you will keep your caste ; but if you do 
not, I shall have to force food: into your stomach through 
this mathine, and you will lose your caste, I give you five 
minutes to decide.” And so saying I walked away. In 
about three minutes a man came to say that the old priest 
wanted: to speak to me, So I went back, He said, “I 
will drink; but let me do a little poojah (peiform a little 
religious ceremony) first.” 

“No,” I said ; “you must take one sip directly, and after 
that you may do as much poojah as you like,” 

He hesitated, and I held out my watch, for the five 
minutes was really up. He stretched out his hand for the 
lota, and took a sip. The spell was broken, and I never 
had any’smore trouble with him or any other prisoner 
on the score of, the new clothing, 

Both MacDonald and myself had expected some trouble 
fiom the sympathy of the town’s people; but though, there 
was a good deal of “talkee talkee” in the bazaar, there was 
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no visible demonstration, and this made matters much 
easier for us. : . 

My troubles with the gaol, however, were by no means 
over. The gaoler was a low-caste man, a Paramanick, ap- 
pointed by my predecessor ; and the deputy gaoler was a 
Brahmin, All the subordinates were Hindus, and this 
deputy exercised considerable inflygnee pyer.them., Be- 
tween them they got ‘up a charge of peculation agaihst 
the gaoler. This of course was first brought,before me in 
the shape of an anonymous petition, which stated that the 
writer was a well-wisher to the Government, but was afraid 
to sign his name openly, as the gaoler was powerful and 
violent. That he was in the habit of not entering all 
manufactured articles, but selling a large quantity and 
pocketing the proceeds himself. That the deputy gaoler 
was a very honest man, and wished to enter everything 
himself; but that the gaoler, to carry out his own wicked 
plans, ised to tear leaves out of the manufacture account 
book. The petition then proceeded to point out various 
items in which defalcations would be found, and wound up 
by some very minute and disgusting details about the 
gaoler's private life. ; 

I was obliged to go into this matter, and it necessitated 
my going through the whole of the gaol account. I had 
also to count over all the manufactured articles in stock, 
and the raw materials, and make elaborate calculations as 
to their relative amounts. We manufactured castor and 
mustard oil from crushing the seed, cane chairs, bamboo 
matting, jute sacks, tent carpets, and various other things, 
and algo let out short-term prisoners for hire; so that the 
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accounts were complicated enough. At first things looked 
all wrong for the gaoler, and I was obliged to suspend him. 
T shall never forget his agony when he came to me and 
implored me not to put him in gaol; and it certainly 
would have been the refinement of cruelty to put him 
among his former prisoners. I explained to him that at 
present there, was no magisterial or police charge against 
him, but that it was necessary for a complete and impartial 
inquiry, that his control over gaol matters should cease for 
a time, but that he would be present during the whole 
proceedings, 

The inquiry occupied me many days, for my Court work 
engaged me from 10 till nearly 6 p.m. every day, and I 
could only go at this in the mornings and evenings. But 
though a great many jute bags appeared to be missing at 
first, and a large quantity of oil to be deficient, and the 
earnings of sundry prisoners who had been let out for hire 
not entered, gradually these items were all satisfactorily 
explained, The account was found with two pages torn out, 
and the gaoler admitted that he had torn them himself; but 
he said that he did 80 one day when he had lost his temper 
with the deputy, wlio had made certain entries in an im- 
proper manner, notwithstanding his express orders to the 
contrary. The niissing leaves were found, and corroborated 
his statement, Finally I was able to arrive at the certain 
conclusion, that though the gaoler had been careless and un~ 
methodical, he had been hontést, and that the gaol had lost 
nothing by him. The deguty could have explained every- 
thing, had he'so chosen, and saved’ me hours of: labour. 
But it,was clear from his eagerness in the inquiry and the 
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malicious delight in his face when things seemed all wrong 
at first, that he was the moving spirit if not the actual 
writer of the petition, So I dismissed him, saying that 
it was impossible that he could work properly as the 
gaoler’s subordinate. He of course appealed to the Inspec- 
tor General against my order, and this cost me another 
long report, But Ihad my will of him. Thg gaoler came 
to me privately and put his head on my feet, and told me 
in most pathetic language that I had saved his life and his 
family from ruin, As I was convinced of his honesty, this 
was satisfactory. 

But still my support of him gave me continual trouble, 
His caste was against him. The dismissed deputy had 
friends and relations among the clerks in the Inspector 
General’s office, and during the eighteen months that I was 
in Kishnaghur I do not think that one of my monthly re- 
turns escaped being sent back for correction of some petty 
error which could have been made in the head office with- 
out any trouble whatever. But I must add that in three 
other districts afterwards I had gaols under my immediate 
charge, that in every one I had similar trouble, though not 
in every case with similar results. 

I may state here a curious case that occurred in connec- 
tion with the gaol. Low-caste Hindus who died and whose 
friends did not claim their bodies, were thrown into the 
saered stream of the Jellinghee, which runs past the town, 
A low-caste man, a “dome,” was employed to throw them 
in; and a new piece of cloth was supplied to wrap round 
their loins, so that they might not be indecent. Our dome 
was suspected of stealing these pieces of cloth ; and he was 
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watched on the occasion of the death from apoplexy of 
rather a stout prisoner. He was seen not only to steal 
the cloth but to cut a piece out of the plumpest part of the 
dead body before throwing it into the'river. His hut was 
near the river bank, and he was further watched and seen 
to cook and eat this, He was then arrested and brought 
before me for trial, It now occurred to me for the first 
time, that no punishment was provided in our Penal Code 
for cannibalism. I then bethought myself that I could 
punish him for stealing the cloth; but then the question 
arose, as to whose property the cloth was, However, I 
“decided that it belonged to the gaol, and sentenced him to 
a month’s imprisonment with hard labour, and dismissed 
him from his post. » 

It was at Kishnaghur that I first had to superintend the 
execution of criminals, It so happened that three convicts 
were to be hung on the same morning, Two of them 
were Hindus who had been convicted of an atrocious 
river dacoity. These river dacoits are a sort of inland 
pirates, who go about in swift boats and attack the un- 
wieldy, lumbering, barge-like merchant vessels, which are 
altogether dependent on wind and stream for movement. 
In the network of mighty streams which flow through 
the various channels formed by the Ganges and Brahma- 
pootra in forcing their way to the sea, there are great 
facilities for this species of crime. This case had o¢cygred 
in the Kooshtea subdivision, The dacoits had at- 
tacked a merchant boat and killed five men on board, 
leaving only a small boy alive. They, had then sent it 
adrift, but it had got stranded near a village, and when 
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“finally boarded by the villagers the deck was found literally 
floating in blood. The small boy was taken care of and 
had been able to recognize two of the dacoits as coming 
from a village near his own, Their houses were searched, 
and those of their mistresses, and in the latter was found 
some of the stolen property, This evidence was enough to 
hang them. 7 

The other case was that of a Mohammedan who had 
killed his wife with a hatchet in a fit of anger because she 
had not got his dinner ready when he came home from his 
work in the evening. This poor wretch had a very short 
time to live after the commission of his crime, for he was 
brought before me on the following day, I committed him 
to the Sessions Court, which was then sitting, and he was 
tried two days afterwards and convicted. The sentence of 
death was confirmed by the High Court in two days more, 
and the date of execution was fixed for three days after. 
wards, 

The arrangements for execution were rather primitive. 
The gallows was formed of two palm-tree posts with a 
beam across the top, and a platform connected by a hinge 
with this beam, and supported in front by two bamboos 
cut for the occasion, which had to be pulled away by hand 
when the signal was given. The Hindus preferred a 
prayer to me that they might not be hung on the same 
scaffold as the Mohammedan ; and so IJ had to get a second 
made, 

The candidates for the post of executioner were numer- 
ous, and it was necessary to engage three ; but the pay was 
low, only srs. or Los, each, I was responsible for all details, 
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and I felt it incumbent upon me to be very careful; for 
natives, both Hindu and Mohammedan, appear to have no 
sympathy with pain, and would be altogether indifferent 
to any avoidable agony that might be inflicted by want 
of care in a case like this. I therefore looked after the 
ropes and everything, The executioners appeared to con- 
sider the whole thing as a joke. For myself, the night 
before the execution was not an agreeable one. It was 
to take place at 7 a.m, in the open grass-plain just outside 
the gaol walls. I rode down about half an hour before, and 
found about 1,000 spectators assembled, They had seated 
themselves in a circle in the most orderly manner possible. 
There were two constables only on the ground, and their 
presence was not required, But on my way down I saw 
an ayah wheeling two European children in a double 
perambulator to the scene. On coming up to them, I 
found them to be the grandchildren of the Clergyman. 
I sent her back in somewhat of a fright, I hope. 

On coming to ‘the gaol I found the Hindus perfectly 
calm. All they asked for was a last pipe before death. The 
Mohammedan was in a great state of terror. The Hindus 
walked firmly to the gallows, repeating the name of their 
god, “Ram,” over and over again, the Mohammedan tot- 
tered, and could only repeat, “I know nothing.” At length 
all was ready and I myself gave the signal for the four men 
standing by to pull away the bamboo posts. The platform 
of the Hindus fell, but one of the posts which supported the 
Mohammedan’s platform stuck, and it only came down 
with a slant on one side, I myself then pulled the rope 
in my anxiety to shorten the man’s agony, and he died 
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almost without a struggle. The bodies by law hung an 
hour. Eardley certified that they were really dead, and 
they were then cut down. I shall never forget the dull 
thud with which they came to the ground. In fact all the 
horrid details impressed themselves upon me in a most 
disagreeably vivid manner. Men who have seen scores 
hung and blown from guns during the Mattiny would 
probably laugh at this. But I had to do it all in cold 
blood and with long preparation. 

My house, in which I got settled some six weeks after 

» my arrival, was a very nice one, and much better than that 
at Durbhungah. Like all the houses at Kishnaghur, it was 
situate in a large park-like compound of some nine or ten 
acres ; but there was no flower or vegetable garden, and 
these I proceeded to have made under my own supervision, 
The rains were just setting in, so that the ground was soft 
for ploughing ; and by the end of August both were ready 
for the reception of seeds. I had fondly flattered myself 
that I could let out the grazing of my compound, and get 
at least a supply of milk in return from the owners of the 
numerous catlle in the town. But I soon found that the 
grazing was forcibly taken, and that make what efforts 
I might I should get nothing for it. 

As I have mentioned before, there are no pasture grounds 
for cattle in Bengal ; and the animals having to feed where 
they can, the temptation of our small parks was itresisti- 
ble, Their instincts, foo, were preternaturally sharpened 
by necessity ; to fences or gates such as could be con- 
structed by the means at my disposal would keep them 
out, and it was almost impossible to catch them, At first 
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I was very determined, kept men specially to catch cattle 
and take them to the pound, But I thereby only enriched 
the municipality, partially at my own expense; for the 
proceeds of the fines taken at the pounds situate within 
the town were the property of the town commissioners, 
Finally I gave in, as I found everybody else had been 
compelled tg do; and the cattle roamed freely over my 
pasture, not altogether harmfully, for, though they con- 
sumed the grass, they kept down the jungle, no small 
benefit in Bengal. 
_ It was very pleasant to be in a head-quarter station 
after the loneliness of my subdivisional life at Durbhungah 
We had of course a racket court, built in the old style; 
a vast plain of masonry, with a huge front wall, and two 
shortish side walls, and no back. The amount of exertion 
necessary to keep up a good ace in this was very tre- 
mendous, Tomlinson and MacDonald used to play 
against the Assistant Magistiate Quinlan and myself, and 
we were very closely matched, The Billiaid Club, a small 
bungalow, was close to the court, and from this we ob- 
tained our 1efreshments at the close of our game, 
generally consisting af iced brandy and soda, for the 
Billiard Club was a member of the Ice Club, We seldom 
got more than three-quarters of an hour's play; for though 
Quinlan had plenty of leisure, the rest of us did not 
manage to get out of Court till after 6 pm., and before 7, 
even in the longest days it grew too dark to see the ball. 
We devoted two nights a week to croquet, for the 
satisfaction of the ladies. MacDonald*had a piece of his 
grounds kept in order for the purpose, and we met there. 
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Occasionally Quinlan was seduced from a regular racket 
night by a dillet doua: despatched early in the afternoon; 
and then we three could only gnash our teeth and follow 
his example, for the court was too big for one to play 
singly against the other two. There are drawbacks to 
croquet, which rouses anger in the very gentlest breasts ; 
but yet it was pleasant to meet every member of the 
station society who chose to come, and most did choose 
to come, in a friendly way after the labours of the day. 
Indeed, we became devoted to the game; and frequently 
as we men had to commence late, and the ladies thought 
a late game with men was better than an early one with- 
out them, dinners were put off, lanterns were brought out, 
and quinine with sherry, as a preventive of fever, served 
round, in order to, enable us to finish some exciting 
struggle, 

There was also a race course; but since the indigo dis- 
turbances there had been no races, The planters had 
ceased to support them; and without them it was not 
possible to keep them up. MacDonald and I had serious 
thoughts of attempting to resuscitate them, and devoted 
several mornings to modifying certain over-sharp curves 
in the course ; but we found it hopeless to get up a success- 
ful meeting, and so gave it up, The course was always 
useful for a pleasant gallop, and we spent a small sum in 
keeping it in repair and free from rat-holes, 

Our rackets and our croquet were occasionally broken 
in upon by a considerable nuisance, in the person of the 
Rajah of Kishnaghur, He was a young Hindu of the 
highest possible caste, and belonging to one of the oldest 
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families in Bengal. His ancestors had been lords of the 
greater part of the Nuddea and some portion of the neigh- 
bouring districts. Their bad management and foolish 
extravagance had brought them to the verge of bank- 
ruptey; and their ruin would have been complete had not 
the present man’s father died, leaving him quite a child. 
As in the gase of the Durbhungah estate, this also was 
taken under the Court of Wards; and the result was, that 
the just debts had been paid off and a fair income assured 
to the minor on his coming of age. He had been edu- 
cated in Calcutta; but unfortunately, after becoming his 
own master, had got into dissipated habits and fallen 
among dissolute companions, many of ‘them idle and 
thoughtless military men, whom he used to invite to his 
palace, where a good deal of debauchery used to go on. 
The palace was a curious old Hindu building, with the 
remains of strongly-built fortifications, and containing in- 
numerable small rooms, He used to give dinner-paities, 
the meal being served in the European fashion, and I 
accepted his hospitality two or three times, We officials 
thought it rather a duty not to refuse his invitations, as 
we wished to assist as far as we ‘could in keeping up his 
respectability; but these entertainments were rather a 
penance, and the Rajah was generally a little overcome 
with drink before the end of the evening. We were also 
terribly tortured with the strains of what he was pleased 
to call his band, consisting of six performers who were 
furnished with some old instruments purchased from some 
European regiment, with which they played snatches of 
six different tunes simultaneously, each performer knowing 
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apparently a bit of one tune, which he executed as loudly 
ashe could, Native ears can distinguish nothing but a 
confused noise in European music, so that the Rajah 
thought this as good as anything else of the sort, 

He was of such high caste that nothing could put him 
out of it; that is, I suppose, that nobody was of sufficiently 
high caste to censure him for breaking laws and ritual. 
He could theiefore eat and drink with us without detri- 
ment; and he could also restote outcasts of a lower grade 
than his own by a touch. Every time that I dined there, 
there was a certain farce gone through. A venerable- 
looking Hindu was brought in and was ordered to drink 
a bottle of beer opened expressly for him. He refused, 
protested he would sooner die than break his caste in this 
way, whereupon the Rajah would draw his sword, which he 
kept by him, and threaten to kill him. At length the man 
would yield, and putting the bottle to his lips drink it off, 
turn it upside down to show there was not a drop left, 
make his bow, and leave the room, The Rajah was 
supposed to restore him to caste on each occasion; but 
he must have had cofsiderable practice to drink off the 
contents of a quart bottle without taking his lips from the 
mouth. 

Yet there was some good about the Rajah. He hada 
sense of gentlemanlike feeling, and he was naturally of an 
affectionate disposition. For many years he was married 
to one wife only, and was sincerely attached to her; but 
unfortunately there was no child, and it became absolutely 
necessary for him, in accordance with the ordinances of his 
religion, to take unto himself a second spouse, in order to 
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obtain an heir. I was informed that his grief at this was 
very genuine, and that his sympathy with his first wife's 
feelings in the matter was something quite unusual in an 
Oriental, 

We had to thank an ancestor of his, however, for a much 
greater nuisance than himself, and that was the tribe of 
monkeys wikh which we were afflicted at Kishnaghur, 
Orthodox Hindus look upon monkeys as sacred animals, 
because they are repoited to have assisted Ram in his 
invasion of Ceylon, There is a species of small monkey 
indigenous to this part of Bengal, not numerous, and 
harmless, But the Rajah above mentioned procured a pair 
of the Lungoor tribe fiom the jungles of the North-East, 
and had their marriage ceremony performed with great 
pomp and enormous expense. Their descendants bred and 
multiplied in the neighbourhood, and had now become so 
numerous as to be a subject of serious anxiety to us hu- 
man residents. They were doubtless interesting to observe, 
but the amount of food they required and the damage they 
did more than counterbalanced anything to be allowed to 
their credit on that score, 

When full-grown and standing upright, they were about 
five feet high; their faces were covered with greyish hair, 
which made them look like old men. They generally 
went about in groups of fifteen or twenty, or more, though 
T have found them alone and in pairs. They were easily 
frightened away by men, but bold and fierce enough with 
women or children, They went about the bazaar as freely 
as they did about the gardens and suburbs, It was no 
unusual thing for a monkey to seat himself on the roof of 
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a hut and watch a lone widow woman cook her food. He 
would wait patiently till she turned it out of the cooking 
pot into the plate to cool, would then jump down and 
snatch away plate and all, jump on to the roof with it, and 
eat it leisurely while she filled the air with shrieks and un- 
availing lamentations, When the contents of the plate 
were finished, he would condescend to throw it down and 
proceed elsewhere for further forage, Sometimes several 
would combine, and attack women and children carrying 
haskets of grain or other food, and plunder them, and if 
resisted would teat their clothes and bite and maul them 
very severely, 

There was one remarkably fine avenue of “peepul” 
(fig) at Kishnaghur which they very particularly affected, 
and where they delighted to keep pace with any horseman 
passing underneath, springing from branch to branch above 
his head. I was told that on one occasion a monkey 
missed his hold and actually fell on the head of the horse 
of a planter cantering along this, The horse ran away, 
and carrying his rider against the branch of a tree, he was 
killed on the spot. : 

For my own part I found them terrible robbers of my 
vegetable garden when it came into bearing in November, 
In vain did I forbid my servants to encourage them, for 
they used to come in numbers to the cook-house and 
receive broken pieces of bread and other things. They 
were really very like human beings. I was one day watch- 
ing an old female monkey who had a young one by her 
side to whom she was giving small bits of a piece of bread 
which she had evidently just received from my cook-room, 
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and with which she was regaling herself at the same time. 
Occasionally the little monkey would endeavour to snatch 
a bit of the bread before she was ready to give it him, 
when she would administer correction in the shape of a 
gentle box on the ear. She was in the act of doing this 
when one of my servants happened to come out. At once 
“her demeanour changed, She snatched the little one to 
her bosom with every appearance of extreme maternal 
solicitude, and did not put him down again until the man 
had retreated. On another occasion I saw a very plucky 
dog of mine chasing a herd of monkeys out of my com- 
pound, One of them got as far as the hedge, and feeling 
safe from any aid from me, waited for the dog, who came 
barking up, gave him a box on the ear which sent him roll- 
ing over and over, then sprang up a tree close by and 
chattered defiance at him. ' 

I conversed with several native residents on the subject, 
and they all complained bitterly of the nuisance, The 
result of the various conversations was, that a petition was 
presented to the municipal Commissioners (Act III. of 1864. 
was in full working order here), praying that steps might 
be taken to destroy the monkeys. This petition was signed 
by a large number of Mohammedans and a few Hindus, 
Eardley was vice-chairman of the municipal commissioners, 
while I was only an ordinary member ; but, as usual, we 
civilians had to do everything that had to be done, so 
a resolution was passed that steps should be taken to 
destroy the monkeys, and I was requested to see it put into 
execution, [hired a Mohammedan to shoot them. 

The bargain I made with this man was of a somewhat 
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complicated and peculiar nature. At first I wished to pay 
him so much per head for every monkey killed ; but this he 
declined, saying he could not be sure of shooting straight 
enough to pay for his powder and shot. Finally, 1 agreed 
to pay him at the rate of 2s. per day, but to deduct 6a. for 
each monkey less than four that he brought to my office, 
and to pay 3d, for every extra dead monkey over four. 
Some days he was very successful, and would bring me 
sixteen or twenty dead monkeys. They were delivered 
every afternoon at my Court, and one ear cut off each head, 
to prevent the same corpses being exhibited twice over. 
It was a most distasteful task, seeing this done, for they 
really looked like a cart-load of human corpses ; and several 
times I saw a dead mother with a dead child still clasped 
in her arms, the two having been killed at one shot. 

I only once shot a monkey myself. They had been 
irritating me very much for a week or two, and doing great 
damage to my flower garden. One day I saw a big old 
grey-faced fellow sitting on the branch of a fig-tree in my 
garden, so I got my gunand shot him in the chest, He 

“came tumbling down just like a black man, not quite dead ; 
and to my surprise another, a female whom I had not ob- 
served, came down after him, and mourned over him, put- 
ting her hand to the wound, and altogether disregarding 
me when I attempted to diive her off. I turned away 
quite sick at heart, though I first satisfied myself that the 
wounded creature was really dead, What became of the 
body I never knew, It disappeared ; but I never had any 
inclination to shoot another mosrkey, do what damage they 
might, 
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Their slaughter went on for about ten days, when a Ictter 
came down to MacDonald from the Bengal Government, 
calling for an explanation of a petition forwarded from the 
Kishnaghur Hindus, stating that their religious feelings 
were much shocked by this monkey murder, and praying 
that it might be stopped. I prepared a reply, and with it 
was-forwarded a copy of the first petition presented by the 
Mohammeddn residents. The Government finally sent 
‘down instructions that we Commissioners should not take 
upon ourselves to kill the monkeys, but that the public of 
Kishnaghur should be informed that cach and every in- 
dividual was at liberty to kill as many as he liked in his 
private capacity, And so the monkeys gained the day, 
for the individual natives who would cxert themselves 
sufficiently to kill one were few and far between, I found 
on carefully examining the Hindu petition forwarded to 
the Government, that the signatures were nearly all those 
of men who were merely lodgers in the town, and who had 
no gardens or fruit-trees liable to damage. They had 
therefore found this a cheap way of obtaining a reputation 
for orthodoxy. 4 

+I may here mention that we were a good deal troubled 
with snakes at Kishnaghur. There is a specics called by © 
the natives “damun,” generally about six or seven feet 
long, which were very numerous here, and did considerable 
damage to the poiltry, One Sunday morning I was break- 
fasting with MacDonald and discussing sundry affairs of 
state when our attention was attracted by the screaming 
of a pair of “minas,” some little birds who had a nest in 
, the branch of a dead tree just outside the window. We 
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went out and saw-a large “damun” with his-body coiled 
round the branch and his head in the nest, really wallowing 
among the young ones, The parent birds were flying 
found his head, venturing an occasional peck, and screaming 
wildly, I could see two lumps in the creature’s throat, in- 
dicating the whereabouts of two little ones that had already 
been swallowed. MacDonald got his gun and fired. The 
snake slowly uncoiled itself and fell writhing td the ground 
with one little mina only halfswallowed,, But it was dead. 
We despatched the robber, and found he measured just 
seven feet, Mrs. MacDonald came running out, prepared 
to give us a lecture on this sabbath-breaking ; but forgave 
us when she saw the cause. 

Another time in my own compound I saw one of these 
snakes with about half his body concealed in a hole in the 
ground, in which he was evidently searching for prey. I 
sent into the house for my gun, and shot that part of the 
body which was visible. The remainder then wriggled 
itself out of the hole; arid when I had killed it I waited to 
see if anything would come out, but nothing appeared. 
So I had the hole dug up; and at a depth of about three 
feet found an ol toad whose sayiour I had unwittingly 
been. These snakes are not poisonous, though the natives 
assert that they sting very severely with their tails, But 
T never could find an authentic instance of any person who 
had been stung by them. 

There were also plenty of cobras, One evening, Mrs. 
MacDonald was taking me out fof an airing, and on driv- 
ing down my compound I saw‘ cobra glide into a hole. 
I proposed to stop and have it dug out, to which she con- 
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sented, The gardener was called, and began digging, At 
the depth of a foot we came to the remains of a frog, A 
little lowe, to a dead cockroach,—at this sight I felt almost 
inclined to spare the snake,—and then the hole narrowed? 
and finally the head of the snake came darting out at each 
stroke of the spade, Here the gaidenct performed a feat 
which I would not have done for all the wealth of Ind, 
He asked me to attract the snake's attention by continu- 
ing to use the spade, and then, gelting behind the hole, he 
watched the head dart out, and, seizing the opportunity, 
caught the body just at the back of the head between his 
second and third fingers, held it tightly, and drew the 
creature out. It was powerless, for it could not turn its 
head to strike; but the least slip would have been fatal, 
It was under two feet long; but the venom of a small cobra 
is as deadly as that of a large one, Ile then took the 
spade fiom me, threw the snake down, and cut it in half at 
one blow. I gave him one rupee as a present for his skill 
and pluck, at which he was both surprised and pleased, 
Mrs, MacDonald had turned quile pale, She told me 
afterwards that it was a long time before se could get out 
of her head the remains of the frog, the dead cockroach, 
and finally the angry head of the snake darting out when 
brought to bay, 
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Tue hours I actually spent in Court in Kishnaghur in 
trying cases were very long. The rent suits were nu- 
metous, and many of them very complicated, and I had 
to hear a great number of appeals,. The Court language 
here was Bengali; and though I had passed my examina- 
tion in this in Calcutta, I found my powers of speaking 
and understanding it very limited when I first arrived, 

As the planters were now much restricted in their 
powers to compel the cultivation of indigo, they had re- 
course to Act X. of 1859, and sued their tenants under its 
various sections for arrears of rent, enhancement of rent, 
and ejectment, In the old days, when indigo was in full 
swing, these suits were few in number, as, if rents were not 
paid, they were merely entered in the accounts, and went 
with the unrepaid indigo advances to keep the ryot in 
bondage to the factory. Now, of course, it became an 
object to get as much rent as possible from those ryots who 
refused to cultivate indigo, Act X. of 1859 recognized 
definitely the rights and interests in the soil of the peasant 
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farmer under certain conditions; and the ryots thercfore 
were divided into three classes. 

* (1) Ryots who were merely tenants al will, eg, those 
who had newly settled down, and had no hereditary or 
prescriptive rights. 

(2) Ryots having right of occupancy who had held 
the same land for twelve years and upwards, who could 
not be ejected except for non-payment of rent, and 
whose rents could not be enhanced except on certain 
grounds, agi, that the rates paid by them were lower than 
those paid for similar lands in the neighbourhood, or 
that the value of the produce or the productive powers of 
the land had, increased without the agency of the ryot, 

(3) Ryots who had held their lapd in perpetuity at the 
same rate of rent, and whose rent could not be increased 
on any ground, Twenty years proved was taken to be 
perpetuity unless the contrary were shown by the opposite 
party, 

The most difficult suits to decide were those for enhance- 
ment of rent on the second ground, namely, that the value 
of the produce, ctc, had increased without the agency of 
the ryot, About a year before this, a well-known planter 
in the Nuddea district had sued a ryot named Issur Ghose - 
for enhancement of rent on thése grounds, and the case 
had been appealed to the High Court on the legal point as 
to the basis on which the enhanced rent could be assessed. 

The whole fifteen Judges sal upon the case, and each 
wrote a separate judgment. It was finally decided that the 
assessment should be based on the principle of proportion, 
viz, that the increased rent should bear the same pro- 
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portion to the increased value of the land or produce, as 
the former rents bore to the former value. The Court, 
however, was to take into consideration the increase in 
the prices of labour, bullocks, etc, and deduct these from 
the increased value of the produce. Now, all this was 
terribly difficult for a Court of Justice to decide satisfac- 
torily ; the onus, too, lay on the demander of enhanced 
rent, and it was very difficult to prove all that it was 
necessary for him to prove. 

One District Judge actually had a field of one beegah 
cut and carried before his eyes; and the produce weighed 
and valued. He then himself calculated the cost of the 
labour and bullocks, etc. and the cultivator's living for the 
time necessary to produce the crop, and then settled the 
rent, But though this might hold good as a precedent for 
other fields of exactly the same quality, it was no use for 
tand of any other sort; and indeed in any case the defend- 
ant could plead that his holding was not of the same kind 
of land, and thus make the suit long and complicated. I 
do not recollect that I ever arrived at a satisfactory decision 
in a case of this sort. 

It was not so difficult, however, to come to a decision in 
cases where enhanced rent was sought on the first ground, 
viz, that higher rents were paid for similar land in the 
neighbourhood. For, by established custom, the same 
rates were held to prevail for lands of similar quality in 
the same “pergunnah.” I don’t quite know the original 
meaning of this word ; but it now signifies a certain area, 
something like our “parish.” -. : 

Just at this time the native landholders, following the 
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example of the planters, were suing their tenants in 
Kishnaghur and its immediate neighbourhood for rent at 
enhanced rates. Under Act X. of 1859, suits for house 
rent are not cognizable; but those for rent of the land on 
which houses stand are so. Shortly before my arrival, the 
Judge had decided that a fair rent for bastoo, or land 
used for house sites within Kishnaghur and certain sub- 
urban limits, was Io rs, or SI per beegah, This was a 
precedent which I was bound to follow. 

There was a Roman Catholic mission at Kishnaghur, 
and it so happened that the proprietor of the site on which 
the Mission House stood, sucd the representative of the 
Mission for enhanced rent, on the ground above stated, 
The representative appeared on the day appointed for the 
trial of the case. He was a monk, of which order I 
forget, but to my great surprise spoke no language but 
‘Italian, ITe had not been long at the Mission, but I was 
at a loss to understand of what use he could possibly be. 
He had a pleader who explained his case to be, that when 
the Mission had crected their dwelling-house, the then 
proprietor, on giving a lease, had verbally promised never 
to demand increased ‘rent, The plaintiff denicd this; the 
lease was not forthcoming; and there was no proof on 
the part of the defence, I knew a little Italian, and en- 
deavoured to explain this to the defendant, who, however, 
either could hot or would not understand, but who kept on 
calling the plaintiff “ladrone, bugiardo,” ctc, so I adjourned 
the case for a fortnight, telling the pleader that this would 
give his party an oppdrlunity of bringing forward any 
proof they might be able to procure, 
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Two days afterwards I received an English letter from 
the defendant (which he had got somebody to write for 
him), couched in very insolent terms, demanding the return 
of all his documents (merely receipts for rent for former 
years), in order that he might take his case before a 
tribunal where he would have a chance of getting justice. 
This was irritating ; but I determined not to be angry, and 
merely ordered the letter to be filed with the reCord, adding, 
“that when the defendant should present a petition on 
properly stamped paper of 8 annas (Is.), further orders 
would be passed.” He did not appear on the date to which 
the case was adjourned, and I therefore gave an er parte 
decree against him; and I heard nothing more of the 
matter, 

Curiously enough, just after this, I had to try a case in 
which our Protestant clergyman was defendant, It was 
similar to the foregoing; but this man could produce his 
lease, which set forth that the land was let to him for the 
purpose of building a church, dwelling-house, and school, 
but said nothing about the rate of rent being permanent, 
He also declared that the grantor of the lease had verbally 
stated that the rent should never be increased. I thought 
it no doubt true that this statement had been made; but 
as there was no proof except the defendant’s assertion on 
oath, and this condition was not set forth in the lease, I 
was afraid I should have to decide the case against him, 
He was a good old fellow, but very excitable, and abused 
the plaintiff in English in no nfeasured terms, which 
fortunately he did not undertan calling him “scoundrel, 
liar, robber,” etc. I had to call“him to order, and pointed 
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out that in a Court of Justice there were two sides to every 
question, and that this man was probably only demanding 
that to ‘which he believed himself justly entitled. He 
denied the possibility of this, but behaved more quietly, 
and his pleader asked for one day’s delay, saying that he 
had important precedents to produce in favour of his side. 
This I allowed; and sure enough the next day he produced 
a decision of ‘the High Court, ruling that “in cases where 
leases had been granted for the erection of buildings for 
other than agricultural purposes, the rent could not be 
enhanced under the provisions of Act X, of 1839.” This 
exactly fitted this case, and I was uncommonly glad to be 
able to follow this precedent and to dismiss the suit, My 
order was appealed against to the Judge; but I ascer- 
tained that he upheld it, though on different grounds— 
what grounds, I don’t know. 

Had his Italian confréve been able to produce a lease 
and bring forwaid this precedent, I should have been able 
to decide in his favour also. But I was amused at the 
uncontrolled indignation exhibited by both these Christian 
clergymen, 

Not long after, I had to deal with a much higher clerical 
dignitary, Archdeacon Prance, who had been on a visitation 
tour toa great part of India, and was now on his return 
journey to Calcutta. The Government had recently 
placed the control of the arrangements for palanquin daks 
under the Joint Magistrates of each district ; so that any- 
body requiring palanquin bearers and palanquins to go 
from Kishnaghur anywhere would have to apply to me, 
as Joint Magistrate of the Nuddea district. Accordingly I 
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received a letter from the Archdeacon, stating that he would 
require bearers to take him from Kishnaghur to the neigh- 
bouring district of Jessore, about fifty-five miles, on the 
night of the roth of October, and two “banghidars” or 
poiters for his luggage. He wished to stait at 6 p.m., from 
the house of the Rev. Mr. Mohi. ° 

The head clerk in my office had been appointed to the 
direct supervision of these arrangements, and received a 
small peicentage on the pay of the bearers as remunera- 
tion. I ordered him to get twenty bearers and two 
porters, and to have them at Mohl’s house at the hour 
appointed. About 6 30, just as I had come home from 
the Racket Court, I received a message from Mohl, 
whose house was only 200 yards from mine, to the effect 
that the bearers had all run away. It seems that they had 
all assembled, and first tried the weight of the palanquin, 
which was the Archdeacon’s own, and probably rather 
more heavy than those ordinarily hired, They had then 
been rather frightened at the size of his “petaras,” a kind 
of pyramidal box which travellers generally have made in 
pairs for palanquin journeys, and which are carried slung at 
the ends of a bamboo resting on the shoulders of the porter, 
much as a milkman carries his milk-cans at home; and 
when the Archdeacon himself had appeared,—a very tall 
man, though not really heavy,—they were panic-stricken, 
and fled helter-skelter, 

T sent for my clerk, and told him to get fresh bearers; 
and sent a note to the Archdeacon, expressing my regret 
at the occurrence, and saying I héped he would be able to 
start between 8 and 9, Abouj/8.30, my clerk came to me 
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and told me that the Archdeacon had actually started. I 

looked out and saw the procession of beareis with the 

flaming torch on the road, and felt eased in mind on the 

subject, At ro p.m,, just as I was thinking of bed, one of. 
Mohl’s servants came running in and told me the Arch-, 
deacon had returned on foot. 

I had determined to go over to his house to see him in 
person, when I received a note hurriedly written, stating 
that the bearers had conveyed him to a plain outside the 
town, set the palki down, extinguished the torch, and then 
run away. Thathe had found his way back on foot with 
difficulty; that he was much annoyed; that he had travelled 
through all sorts 6f out-of-the-way places, and never been 
so treated before; and that he should report the matter to 
the Licutenant-Governor, 

Here was another clerical Christian in a state of indigna- 
tion. His letter was unreasonable ; and he should have 
known that the very fact of Nuddca being so near the 
centre of civilization, made‘il more difficult for us in 
authoiity to cocrce labour in any but a legal manner, 
However, I went over to Mohl’s house, and was ushered 
into the dining-room, where, seated round the table, 
T found him with several other clergymen, missionaries, 
ete, who had come into Kishnaghur specially to meet him. 
They evidently all looked upon me as a great sinner, and 
seemed as if they could groan over my delinquencies, 
However, the moment the Archdeacon heard who I was, he 
came forward to greet me, saying, “I have just sent you 
a note; but I hope it has not reached you, and that when 
it does, you will not read it,” ‘ 
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“I have read it,” I said, “and I think it very natural 
that you should be irritated at what has happened ; but 
you must know enough of the native chatacter to under- 
stand that I am not to blame for this.” 

“Quite so,” he said. And we parted very good friends, 
I promising to get him another set of bearers the next 
afternoon, The next day he really did start; but four or 
five days afterwards I got a note from him from Calcutta, 
saying that even this set had run away some ten miles 
before reaching Jessore. This had occurred outside my juris- 
diction, and he had procured more men to carry him the 
remaining distance without any difficulty. He wrote most 
good humouredly, and showed a most gentlemanlike spirit 
in the matter, not even asking for the punishment of the 
men who had caused him so much inconvenience. 

However, I determined not to let them off, and got hold 
of them by driblets, and punished them with what would 

,be to them heavy fines, under that section of the all-em- 
bracing Penal Code specially enacted to meet such cases, 

The’ next day my clerk resigned his post of supervisor 
of palki daks, preferring peace and quiet to the emolu- 
ments he might diaw therefrom with a chance of further 
bother like that he had just gone through. Shortly after, 
the control of these arrangements was made over to the 
Police, who certainly were able to keep a tighter hand 
over the labouring classes than other Government depart- 
ments, 

My criminal work, as I have stated above, occupied a 
good deal of my time, as in “ case not of a trivial 
nature long-winded pleaders wete employed on both sides 
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and wasted valuable hours, These Bengalis all seemed 
to have the gift of fluency; and though it was possible to 
induce those for the prosecution in reaily good cascs to 
cut short their addresses, it was not so with the pleaders 
for the defence. 

In one case I had a young Brahmin of good family and 
of English education,—that is, he had been educated in the 
College at Kishnaghur,—brought before me, charged with 
stealing a large sum of money from his uncle, who had 
adopted him as his heir, after the Hindu fashion. He had 
gone to Calcutta with his booty, and had expended some 
of it with a shopkeeper in the China bazaar there A 
sharp policeman had followed him to Calcutta, traced him 
to this shop, and found in the possession of the shopkeeper 
a 200 r, (420) note, the number of which was known to 
the prosecutor, and which the shopkecper stated he had 
received from the accused. He then arrested the accused 
in Calcutta, and he was tried by me, in whose jurisdiction | 
the theft had been committed, 

Tt was necessary to have up the China bazaar shopkeeper 
and his books, as part of the case for the prosecution. Oh, 
those books! I shall never forget them; and anything 
more difficult to understand it is impossible to conceive, 
Tt was a terrible nuisance for the poor man himself; for 
after I had decided the case an appeal was preferred, 
and the books could not be restored to him until the 
appeal was decided also, to say nothing of his having 
to come sixty miles by rail and twelve by road from 
Calcutta, ‘ 

The accused was defended by three pleaders, all long- 
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winded, and one of them with a reputation analogous to 
that of an Old Bailey practitioner. As he was commencing 
to address me, I said to him, “Recollect that Iam nota 
jury. Be as short as you can, and only say what is to the 
point.” “Very well, my lord,” he said ; “ but I must speak a 
little long, or my clicnt won’t believe that I am doing the 
best I can for him,” 

The details of the case were somewhat complicated, and 
this wretched pleader took up my time for two whole days 
with his arguments. They were really worthless; but I 
could not stop him, as he would have unhesitatingly 
stated in his appeal to the Judge that I had refused to 
hear his arguments, and so not given the accused a fair 
trial, He tried to make out that the whole case was a 
conspiracy, and that the shopkeeper was in league with the 
prosecutor. Doubtless the shopkecper, like his confréres 
in the China bazaar, had induced the accused to buy a 
egreat many things that he did not really want. The 
pleader had not had an English education, and so did 
not ynderstand the nature of the various articles of English 
clothing purchased at the shop. Among other items was 
one of twelve pairs of socks. 

“Consider,” said the pleader, “the story is on the face 
of it absurd, and the account made out by the shopkeeper 
is unworthy of credit. He asserts that this young gentle- 
man bought twelve pairs of socks all at once. Now, had he 
said three or even four pairs, the story might have been 
believed ; but twelve! No, it is impossible.” Notwithstand- 
ing his eloquence, I convicted the accused; and as his 
defence had consisted chiefly in/Vilification of his kind old 
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adoptive uncle, I saw no extenuating circumstances in the 
case, and sentenced him to two years’ imprisonment with 
hard labour. 

On another occasion he had stolen a valuable silver cup 
from this same uncle, and given il to a woman of ill fame 
in the town. This was made the subject of a separate case ; 
and I convicted him on this charge also, and sentenced him 
to be flogged, as he seemed a very bad lot. Towever, 
before the ink on my order was dry, notice of appeal was 
put in, and a petition that I would defer execution of the 
sentence of flogging until the result of the appeal was 
known. The Judge upheld my orders in both cases ; and 
as the accused was in gaol, the flogging had to be cared 
out there. 

Here again caste gave me trouble ; for, the convict being 
a Brahmin, the man whose duty it was to inflict flogging 
in the gaol refused to flog in this case (he being a low-caste 
Hindu, and a prisoner too), I threatened to flog him for 
his refusal, and he pretended to have hurt the thumb of 
his right hand. However I said, “Thumb or no thumb, he 
must execute the flogging.” And finally I had to make 
another man stand over him with an uplifted cane while he 
flogged the convict, After all, the blows fell lightly, under 
the excuse of the bad thumb; but the punishment of the 
shame and degradation was sufficient, The poor youth 
hung down his head when tied to the triangles, and showed 
such abject dejection that I felt quite sorry for him; and I 
believe his mental agony was far greater than. any physical 
pain that could have been inflicted, But “he was an un- 
grateful scoundrel, and deserved it, 


62 Life in the Mofussit. 


With reference to these sentences of flogging, I may 
mention as an instance of the manner in which in Bengal 
we were expected “to make bricks without straw,” that 
when the Act 1eintroducing flogging was passed, in 1864, 
no provision was made for the appointment of executioners, 
and the Government always steadily refused to make any 
allowance for the payment of any such officials, so that 
we had to use our own chuprassies for the purpose, At 
first they all refused to act, saying they would lose caste ; 
but as we threatened to dismiss them if they did not, they 
all gave in, 

The floggings were carried out outside the Court, at the 
end of the day’s work and in the presence of some magis- 
trate; and it veiy often happened that all the chuprassies 
would be absent on some message or other, so that search 
had to be made for an executioner. Generally some con- 
stable of the Court police guard was caught and would 
shyly and reluctantly perform the office. The result was, 
that the floggings were not, nearly as effective as they ought _ 
to be; but at any rate there was an annual saving of 
many rupees to the Government, the only expense being 
the cost of the canes, which were entered in the Court 
contingent bill. 

In Nuddea, of course, as a highly advanced district, the 
jury system had been introduced. The rules aie not the 
same as in England. The number may be five, seven, or 
nine; and a majority of four, five, or six is sufficient for a 
conviction or an acquittal. If they cannot agree to this 
extent, there isa fresh trial, 

There is a story that on the occasion of the first trial 
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by jury in the Patna district, the Judge, who was somewhat 
proud of his fluency in the vernacular, made a long and 
elaborate charge to the jury of seven membeis, pointing 
out that the decision rested with them, and that it was 
only his business to explain the law, ending up with the 
usual form, “ And now, gentlemen of the jury, what is your 
verdict?” The seven jurymen all stood up, put their 
hands palm’ to palm, the attitude of ‘respect assumed by 
natives in the presence of a superior, and replied with one 
voice, “ Jaise huzoor ke rai,” which, being translated, means, 
“Whatever your highness thinks right.” Somewhat dis- 
couraging. . 

This sort of thing, however, did not last long, and juries 
very frequently took the bit between their tecth, and gave 
verdicts by no means in accordance with the evidence 
or summing up of the learned Judges. Just as I came to 
Kishnaghur there was a curious instance of this. ‘ 

The gomastah of a certain indigo factory had gone into 
a village which was not on very good terms with the said 
* factory, with one or two attendants, on certain business, 
When they were leaving the village some disagreement 
arose, and a body of the villagers set upon the gomastah 
and his party, gave them a beating with clubs, and finally 
cut off the gomastah's nose, The Joint Magistrate, my 
predecessor, had committed them for trial by the Sessions 
Court, The evidence was good, the identification of the 
accused complete, and the Judge summed up strongly for a 
conviction, 5 

The jury unanimously acquitted all the prisoners. 

The Judge expressed itis dissent from the verdict in 
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rather marked language, The foreman of the jury (seven 
in number) then addressed the Judge, and said that if 
allowed a private interview he could give a reason for their 
verdict, Tomlinson was naturally curious to know this 
reason, and allowed the interview. The foreman then told 
him that the jury were all fully convinced of the guilt of 
the accused, but that the previous evening (the trial lasted 
two days) the brother of the wounded gomast&h had come 
to him and offered the jurymen 50 rs, apiece if they would 
find a verdict of guilty, They thought their honour had 
been insulted, and so they acquitted all the prisoners, 
Rather queer logic. 

But the harm was done, the acquittal was according to ° 
law, and the prisoners could not be tried over again, 

However, Tomlinson thought it right to put the would- 
be briber on his trial, “ for,’—as the Penal Code expresses 
it~" the abetment of the receipt by a public servant of a 
gratification other than legal remuneration in respect of an 
official act;” a juror being a public servant for the time 
being, He was convicted, and sehtenced to six months’ 
imprisonment. ; 

Native opinion was much outraged at this. It amounted 
to this, “The poor man only wanteil to give the jury a 
present for deciding justly, They happened to be men in 
tolerably good circumstances, and so were not tempted by 
the so rs,, but the gomastah could not afford to offer more; 
and they pretended to be honest, and so decided unjustly. 
The result is, that all the piibatils go scot-free, and the 
family of the injured man is disgraced by the imprisonment 
of his brother.” It was impéssible to argue as to the 
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result; as to the attempt at bribery, native opinion was, 
and I fear always will be, most lenient. 

My own experience of juries in Bengal is, that they 
would willingly convict in cases of housebreaking with 
violence agd dacoities, but that it was very difficult to get 
a verdict from them in cases of forgery or perjury. 

On the point of bribery, even an Englishman’s horror 
seems to get toned down after a long residence in India. 
But at this time my feelings were still very keen against it, 
as I knew that it was probably occurring daily among my 
subordinates, though I could not detect it, 

One day, however, just at the end of Cutcherry, as I was 

"preparing to leave the Court, one of the more respectable 
mookhtyars rushed in, crying, “Justice, O incarnation of 
justice (dharmavatar)! The rent-roll clerk won’t let me look 
at my employtes revenue account unless I give him 
money.” 

I should explain, that any landholder i is entitled on 
demand to inspect, personally or by authorized agent, the 
account of the revenue payable by him to Government, and 
the clerk in charge of thls account is bound to show it 
him, 

i immediately sent for the clerk, put him on his trial, 
took the deposition of the complainant, and those of his 
witnesses, two other mookhtyars, who were standing by. 
The clerk had had no time to prepare a false story, and 
made a confused defence, saying that it was only on 
account of a quarrel between him and the mookhtyar. 

The evidence was clear against him, but he wished to 
call a couple of witnesses aldo employed in his department, 
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It was now late, and they had gone home, so I adjourned 
the case till the next day. There was only one candle 
available too, and the bats, generally the sole occupants of 
the Court-house after dark, unaccustomed to this intrusion 
ona time sacred to them, were flying round it in a most 
disagreeable way, and did actually put it out once. 

The next morning, on calling on the case, the com- 
plainant mookhtyar addressed me, saying,*he regretted 
very much that he had brought the charge, and he hoped 
that I would not proceed with it. 

I said, “Do you wish to admit that the charge was 
false?” 

“Oh no,” he said ; “but I acted on the impulse of the 
moment, and I do not wish to get the clerk into trouble.” 

“The case must go on,” I said, “ and if proved, you will 
have done a public service by bringing it to my notice.” 

As I imagined, the two witnesses had nothing plausible 
to say in defence of the accused, so I convicted him, 
sentenced him to one month’s imprisonment with hard 
labour, and sent the record of the case to MacDonald, 
recommending that he should be dismissed, He was one 
of his clerks, and MacDonald alone could dismiss him, 
In doing this I thought I had been very lenient. When I 
met MacDonald, at the Racket Court in the evening, he 
said, “Tam very sorry you have recommended that clerk 
to be dismissed. He is a good servant, and is not a bit 
worse than his Selghboure: I ee into the matter, 
and let him off if I can.” 

I was startled at this, and sai¢f that when we were fortu. 
nate enough to catch a man a bribes, as in this case, 
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we ought to make a severe example of him, and impress 
upon the natives what a serious view we took of it. The 
next day he said to me, “I’m afraid the man must go; 
but for all that I don’t think you will have deterred the 
giving or taking bribes in one single instance in the future, 
and thig man has been punished simply because the 
mookhtyar lost his temper and rushed in to you,” 

I found Afterwards that the natives thought the man had 
been very badly treated, and looked upon the complainant 
mookhtyar with, to say the least of it, “reserved respect.” 
I was also informed that his employer had pitched into 
him well for his action in the matter, and even threatened 
to dismiss him; but he had pacified him by saying that he 
had been carried away by zeal for his interests, I however 
told him in open Court that I highly approved his conduct, 
and that if all practitioners bchaved equally independently 
that public business would be carried on much more 
satisfactorily for all parties, I believe, however, that in 
reality he very much repented what he had done, 

I had another case at Kishnaghur, in which one of 
my own clerks was concerned, For some little time bur- 
glaries had been very frequent in the town; and as the per- 
petrators remained undiscovered, I had been writing very 
severe things about the police, Gilham, the District Super- 
intendent, was at length goaded into extra activity; and 
one morning a,man was brought handcuffed to my private 
house with a requgst that I would listen to certain confes- 
sions he had to make, and that I would not make them 
public until the police had had time to act upon the infor- 
mation to be obtained from him, 
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This procedure was necessary, because, according to the 
Indian criminal law, a confession made to a police officer 
is not receivable as evidence, unless the police officer 
discovers something as a direct consequence of that 
confession ; ¢g:, if A, a prisoner, confesses to B, a police 
officer, that he has stolen certain property, and concealed 
it in a certain place, and B in consequence searches that 
place and finds the property, that confession may be re- 
ceived as evidence against A. But any confession made 
in the presence of a magistrate is admissible. 

With reference to the police the Legislature considered 
it necessary to be very strict on this point, in order to 
prevent extorted confessions as far as possible; and Sec, 
147 of the Criminal Procedure Code enacts that “no police 
officer shall record any statement, or any admission or 
confession of guilt, which may be made before him by a 
person accused of any offence,” It is provided, however, 
that he may reduce the same to writing informally for his 
own puidance, These provisions make the police very 
anxious to hurry a confessing prisoner before a magistrate, 
in order to get his statements recorded as available 
evidence as soon as possible, 

The prisoner in this case was a long thin creature who 
looked as if he could glide like a snake through a hole in a 
mud wall, as no doubt he had in very numerous instances, 
He began his confession after I had duly warned him that 
he was not obliged to say anything, and that anything 
he did say could be used as evidence against him. He 
actually confessed to seventeen different burglaries, and I 
was uncommonly glad when he lad finished. After he got 
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to about the tenth T asked him if there were any more, 
and he said after reflection, “aur ek-tee acche dharma- 
vatar” (there is ove more, O incarnation of justice). As 
this remark was made seven times, I begau to fear he 
would never stop, 

The important point was, that the chief “tangidar,” or 
receiver of the stolen property, wasa clerk in my own office 
on the criminal side, and who probably had read out to 
me many of the police reports relating to these undetected 
burglaries, I issued orders for his arrest at once, and 
ordered his house to be searched; and a great number of 
the articles mentioned in the prisoner's confession were 
found there, They consisted chiefly of lotas, brass plates, 
and cooking utensils, I had them exhibited at the princi- 
pal police station in the town, and a proclamation issued 
inviting people to go and make their claims, On any 
claimant appearing, the police register of complaints was 
searched, to ascertain if he had laid information before the 
police at the time of the commission of the burglary. If 
he had, this of course was good corroborative evidence of 
his claim, and materially supported his identification of 
the brass plates, or whatever it might be, A these things 
looked’ to me very much alike; but the natives who use 
them can infallibly identify their own, just as we can” 
identify our own black hats amidst a crowd of others, 

Finally, I got very complete evidence in six cases, and 
committed the clerk for trial before the Sessions Court. I 
could have punished him myself; but I did not think 
the term of imprisonment that I could impose sufficient, 
and considered it advisable even to run all the risk of 
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an acquittal by a jury. At the same time, I thought 
that the jury would not be lenient in this case, although 
the clerk was a man of very respectable caste, as the 
matter very intimately concerned the safety of their 
own property. My opinion was correct. They found him 
guilty unanimously ; and he was sentenced to seven years’ 
imprisonment. For some time after this the town of 
Kishnaghur was comparatively free from burglaries, 

I had been at Kishnaghur about ten months when 
the great famine of 1866 came upon us, We escaped 
far better than the districts in the South-West, and it 
was in Orissa that the suffering was most severe. 

In January we began to hear reports that the price 
of rice was getting very high, and I took upon myself 
to buy a cargo of rice, and store it for the use of my 
servants, letting them have it at cost price. This was 
a great boon to them, as all Indian servants feed them- 
selves; and when the famine was at its height they got 
rice from my store at a third of the price they would 
have had to pay in the bazaar, They were loud in 
verbal gratitude; but their actions did not coincide with 
their words, for I was a very considerable loser by the 
transaction,—to the amount, I think, of half the purchase- 
money,—so that a good quantity of the store must have 
been stolen, and probably sold at famine prices to poor 
neighbours, 

At first we were inclined to thing that the rumours 
of scarcity were exaggerated ;* for with every extra down- 
pour of rain, and every extra weele of dry, weather be- 
tween September and November, reports are spread of 
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inundations or drought ; but one day MacDonald obsenved 
a woman by the road side picking some unwholesome 
berries and eating them, and on asking why,‘she said 
she had nothing to eat, and her neighbours were too 
poor to give her anything in charity. This sounded 
serious, as charity to beggars {8 universal and unfailing 
in Bengal. 

In my Court house I had no retiring-room, sv I used 
to have my lunch sent to the station billiard-room, some 
twenty yards distant. It consisted of only one large 
room, and as it was still tolerably cool, all the doors 
and windows were open. One day I saw an emaciated 
boy looking wistfully at me while I was eating; and I 
offered him some fragments of food, thinking he would 
of course reject them, on the score of caste. To my 
surprise, he devoured them greedily ; and then I knew he 
must be hungry indeed. This was the day afler Mac. 
Donald’s observation; and when I told him of this he 
at once thought it right to hold a meeting and consider ° 
what special sleps it might be necessary to take, 

We held it that day week, in our municipal office, 
having sent invitations to all parts of the, district to 
influential landholders to come in person or send infor. 
mation by letter of the state of their neighbourhood, 
and their probable requirements, Orders were sent to all 
the subdivisional Magistrates to send reports to be laid 
before the meeting The information reccived disclosed 
wide-spread distress in the district, with a probability of 
its becoming much more severe if timely assistance were 
not given; and we cathe to the decision that relief 
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works ought to be started for the assistance of the able- 
bodied poor, and subscriptions raised for the relief of 
those who were unable to work. 

And now my troubles began, for a Famine Relief Com- 
mittee was instituted ; and I, being alieady harder worked 
than any man in the district, except MacDonald and 
Tomlinson, was appointed its Secretary. The first thing 
Thad to do was to draw up a report of the ‘proceedings, 
and’ also on the state of the district, te be sent to the 
Commissioner, and by him transmitted to Government. 
I recollect, by working hard and writing fast, I had 
got this done by 4 p.m.; and then I went to Cutcherry 
with all my day's ordinary woik before me. 

MacDonald took upon himself the organization of 
relief works throughout the district, and the task,—not 
a very easy one,—of obtaining grants of money fiom the 
Government for the purpose. In addition to all com- 
mittees, correspondence, and frequent reports to Govern- 
nient,—-all of which reappeared in the public press, and 
thad, therefore, to be drawn up with great care and 
judgment,—-I had to look after the institution of relief 
dépéts in various parts of the district, and to exercise 
control over them when instituted. 

Every rupee was of importance. Our charitable sub- 
scriptions amounted to about 41,100, which does not 
sound much to English ears, but was creditable for a poor 
district. MacDonald asked Government for 100,000 rs, 
and got in driblets at length about 40,000 = #5,000. A 
goodly portion of this was merely an advance from 
the amount likely to be allotted to our district from 
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the Amalgamated Road Fund of Bengal, to enable relief 
works to be commenced. And a portion of it we were 
oidered to pay over to a well-meaning planter who had 
instituted a relief depdt near his factory, ,He had paid 
a visit to the Lieutenant-Governor in Calcutta, and had 
obtained an order from him to get what he might requie 
from us, out of the Government grants. 

Near him & missionary, also well meaning, had estab- 
lished a relief depdt, where a small amount of rice 
and one pice in money,—a little over a farthing—were 
given to each person, These depdts were only two miles 
apart, and we ascertained that persons used to go from 
one to the other, and so get double supplies ; and further, 
that this same relief was given to professional women of 
ill-fame who still wore their silver amlets and anklets, 

In fact there was no proper supervision; and it made 
us very indignant to think that precious money, so 
hard to obtain, was being wasted. We therefore for- 
warded a remonstrance to Government, and received 
peimission to stop further supplies to the planter; but 
we were still much aggrieved that the Licutenant-Gover- 
nor should have donc this without consulling us first. 

All our relief works were soon crowded, and we had 
to turn off some applicants for work to the relief depdts, 
as the crowd only got in each others’ way. But the 
depSts soon became over full also, and it was necessafy 
to constantly institute new ones. They were a source 
of incessant anxiety 10 me, as I was inundated with 
applications from individuals who wished to become 
presidents of those depéts, and who offered certain 
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assistance, either in money or rice, if additional grants 
in aid were given by me. It was very necessary to make 
inquiries, but without any delay, as té their character and 
situation, It was a serious matter to refuse, and with 
our limited resources it was a serious matter to grant 
these requests, 

All this coming on the top of my ordinary work was 
rather too much for me, I began to get sleepless nights, 
and when I did sleep, I was constantly dreaming of 
relief depdts, and how to get money to keep them sup- 
plied. Committees as a rule are not much use except 
for talking purposes, and I have thought them a con- 
siderable nuisance all through my service, where real 
work was to be done, But I am bound to say that 
two or three native members of our Committee worked 
well and judiciously, and were of very great assistance. 

. There were certain ladies of family in the towns of 
Kishnaghur and Nuddea who, though of high rank, were 
poor, and whose resources did not enable them to meet 
the rise of price in the necessaries of life. They could 
not come to work on the roads, and they could not come 
to the relief depdts. For to them death was prefer- 
able to appearance in public. They would have died 
quietly of starvation, had it not been for some of the 
Hindu members of our Committee. 

It was of course very difficult for us to break through 
our principles, and give relief to pgople who would not 
come to the depéts and could not“work, But the Hindus 
suggested the idea of supplying them ,with materials 
for needlework, which they ware capable of doing well 
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and artistically. We jumped at the idea, advanced a 
small sum for this, and for the purchase of food to keep 
our needlewomen alive; and had the satisfaction, not 
only of saving their lives and their reputation, but of 
actually in the end realizing a profit by the sale of their 
handiwork, 

The Bengal Government and the Board of Revenue 
were no doubt apathetic about this famine, and they 
were afterwards censured by the Secretary of State, In 
Orissa the state of things was terrible; and in Balasore, 
one of the towns of that province, there were 245 dead 
bodies found by the police in one day, In Nuddea we 
were much better off, and the deaths | ascertained to 
have occurred from starvation were few throughout the 
district ; but no doybt a great deal of misery was staved 
off by the measures we had taken and the vigorous 
demands of MacDonald for Government aid, At length 
the Commissioner of the division was sent down to 
inspect and report on the state of things, MacDonald 
seemed to think that his object was to pooh-pooh the 
whole matter. But I knew him to be a high-minded 
and impartial official, and was confident of the result of 
his visit. He went round all the town and suburban 
depdts, unaccompanied by me, for I wished him to see that 
TI had no desire to gloss over anything by personal ex- 
planations, It so happened that at one place a female 
applicant for food had brought her child in her arms, 
and the poor little thing died there in the Commis- 
sioner’s presence. This perhaps tended to heighten his 
belief in our real necessiti¢s. He went away thoroughly 
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Satisfied, and thenceforward we found our demands for 
assistance less grudgingly met. 

I calculated that we were feeding about 80,000 people 
weekly. Government certainly learned a lesson from 
this, and in the recent famine in Behar they were 
carried to the other extreme, and no doubt there has 
been unnecessarily lavish expenditure and great waste 
of money, , 

In consequence of the scarcity, there was, as might 
have been expected, a considerable increase of crime, 
in the form of thefts, burglaries, and what were called 
“grain dacoities.” I recollect the first case of grain 
theft brought before me, in which the wretched emaci- 
ated prisoner pleaded hunger in extenuation of his crime, 
I had not the heart to sentence him to flogging, and 
gave him one month's imprisonment. When brought 
before me for discharge at the expiration of his sen- 
tence, I could scarcely believe it was the same man; he 
was sleck and fat. It was evident that this sort of 
thing would have a tendency “encourager les autres,” not 
in the sense originally intended; and so for the future 
I was obliged to harden my heart, and not send those 
petty thieves to gaol. But I always directed the flogging 
to be light, and then sent the accused straight off to one 
of the relief works, 

The grain dacoities were more serious matters, and 
gave mea great deal of anxiety eta trouble. Of course 
when there was plunder with violence, it was necessary 
to commit the accused to the SegSions Court for trial; but 
there were several cases of a peculiar nature. : 
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In most villages there existed a “ mahajun,” or mer- 
chant, who was also a money-lender, These men used 
to deal in agiicultural produce, and made advances in 
money and grain for seed to the cultivators, recouping 
themselves when the crops were reaped. They also 
used frequently to make advances in kind, of rice and 
other necessaries of life, in order that the cultivators 
might live until their crops came to maturity, 

Ina village called Chapra lived one of these merchants, 
Boénomali Ghose by name, He had large rice golahs in 
the village, and had made heavy advances to the vil- 
lagers during this time of scarcity; but at length, be- 
coming alarmed, he had declined to give any more 
credit, The villagers, who were really in want of food, 
and maddened by the sight of these golahs stored with 
grain, could not resist the temptation to help them- 
selves, 

I should explain that a “golah” is a building consisting 
of a circular mud wall placed on a base of masonry or 
wood, this again being supported on posts or stone pillars 
about three feet in height, thus allowing a free circulation 
of air between the floor of the store and the ground, The 
grain is poured in from above, being carricd up by means 
of a ladder placed against the side of the circular wall. 
The roof is a circular piece of thatch work, conical in the 
centre, and movable. When it is desired to take any 
grain out of the store, one side of the roof is forced up 
and kept open by a bamboo prop, and a man ascends by . 
the ladder; and if the store is so empty as to render it 
necessary, gets inside to bring out the contents, 
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The complaint of Bonomali Ghose was, that on a certain 
day in June a number of the villagers armed with clubs 
had come to him and demanded rice, He had refused, 
and they had proceeded to help themselves in the regular 
way, putting up a ladder and opening the roof. Some 
forty defendants were accused by name, and the matter 
assumed the aspect of a very big case. In answer to 
my questions, he said that no violence had been used to 
him or his servants; but a line of men had prevented him 
from approaching his golah. I ascertained that all the 
men were respectable and bond fide cultivators of land. 

One of them here broke in, saying, “O incarnation of 
justice, we were hungry, and so were our wives and 
children ; we will pay back what we took when our crops 
are ripe; and we have kept an account of what each man 
took.” Bonomali Ghose admitted this to be true, and 
said that if they would promise not to do it again he did 
not wish to prosecute further. The case technically was 
dacoity, for there were more than five persons armed 
(with clubs) who had taken property that was not theirs, 
But it would have been a very long business, going into 
the whole case and establishing against each accused his 
presence at the spot and the part he had taken in the 
affair. Further, I was anxious not to crowd my gaol with 
respectable people, 

So I said to all the accused, “This case is properly 
dacoity, and 1 ought, according to law, to commit you all 
to the Sessions Court for trial, wh¢re you would get long 
periods of imprisonment. If, however, you will throw 
yourself on my mercy and all of you confess your guilt 
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and promise not to do it again, I will treat the case 
differently.” After some little demur, they all agreed to 
confess; and when their confessions were duly recorded, 
so that the papers of the case were all ex rdgde, I convicted 
them all of simple trespass in a building, and fined them 
I rupee, or 2s, each. The prosecutor, Bonomali, paid this, 
and promised me he would keep them going until the next 
harvest, whem, no doubt, he more than recouped himself. 

I was very anxious about the result, for I had not acted 
according to law; and if this should be talked of through- 
out the district, and men thereby encouraged to plunder 
golahs, my responsibility would be very great. If, too, the 
Judge, or the High Court, had become cognizant of these 
proceedings, I should at least have been severely censured, 
as it is their business only to sce that the law is carried 
out, regardless of consequences, They had the power of 
calling for any record from my Court for inspection, I did 
not even tell MacDonald, for fear he should not like to 
take the responsibility of non-interference. But no further 
disturbance occurred in this village, and I treated two 
other similar cases in the same way, and with equal suc- 
cess. In July there was ample rain, all fears of another 
year's famine passed away, and the price of rice got easier 
as the natural laws of supply and demand began to have 
effect, and grain came in from other more fortunate 
districts, 

Had I committed these men to the Sessions for trial, 
they and their families would have been ruined, and* the 
prosecutor would have suffered considerable loss. But I 
found that in the district, of Midnapore, where, no doubt, 
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the famine was much mote severe, another view had been 
taken, and men concerned in similar cases had been 
sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment. However, I 
heard afterwards that in many cases, when the famine 
had passed over, these sentences had been remitted by 
the Government of Bengal. 

In August things had become quite quiet ; but I was 
very much worn out, and began to long for home. The 
Civil Surgeon told me I wanted a change, and so I deter- 
mined to apply for leave on medical certificate, Eardley 
wrote out a very elaborate account of my case, armed with 
which I appeared before the Medical Board in Calcutta, 
who Without demur recommended the Government to 
grant me leave of absence to Europe for fifteen months. 
This was speedily done; and all I had to do now, was to 
make over charge to my successor, once more sell my 
household effects, pack up my traps, and start. 

Making over charge was a much simpler affair here than 
at Durbhungah, for I had no stamps to count or Treasury 
to hand over, etc, and my successor took from me the 
Ice Club. He was a mathematician of note, and after my 
departuré found a-defalcation of 50 rs, £5, in the ac- 
counts, Notice was senf to me in England, and I sent out 
the money; and this was the result of the trouble and 
bother I had had with the thing. 

My work at Kishnaghur had tied me very much to my 
desk. I only had tio afternoons’ sniping the whole sixteen 
months that I was there ; and, with the exception of saying 
good-bye to Tomlinson and MacDonald, I was not sorry to 
leave it. Besides, there was the, looking forward to seeing 
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‘hame; and on the 2oth of August I left in the highest 
spirits. ‘ 

I may mention that, among other things, I had had the 
encouragement of arboriculture in the district handed over 
tome, The Government of Bengal had taken up the sub- 
ject in a somewhat apathetic way; and seeds of various 
trees had been sent to the Magistrates of every district 
with a view*to planting young trees along the existing 
toads, I had taken some interest in the matter, started a 
nursery-garden of trees, and from this had supplied for the 
various roads some two thousand plants, As I drove to 
the Buggoolah station I saw a very promising avenue of 
these, On my return to India, some sixteen months after- 
wards, I paid # flying visit to Kishnaghur, and found that 
not one single tree out of the two thousand was in exist. 
ence. My successor had taken no interest In the matter, 
and arboriculture in Nuddea had died a very natural 
death, 

On the 23rd of August left the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Company’s wharf at Gaydett Reach; and after a 
most delightful yoyage, without one drop of rain the whole 
way, reached Marseilles on the 27th of.September. As I 
had gome round the Cape of Good?Hope, all the places on 
thistroute were new to me; and my landings at Madras 
and Galle and Aden, the trip through Egypt, the sight 
of Malta, the Straits of Bonifacio, and Marseilles, were all 
pleasures, 
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I REACHED Folkestone on the last day of September. 
Only one who has been exiled in an out-of-the-way part 
of the world can properly appreciate the delights of a 
return to home and civilization. There is a sense of 
potential enjoyment in taking up a hewspaper and reading 

. through the entertainments to which it is possible to go. 
It is also no small thing to be able to walk about all day; 
and, I shall never forget the sensation of picking an apple 
myself for the first time after my return, and afterwards 
stealing a little cream from the dairy, when down at my 
father’s place in Sussex. 

I believe I enjoyed every hour of my furlough, during 
which I managed to meet my fate ; and on the second week 
in November, 1867, as I had obtained one month’s ex- 
tension of leave, started with my ‘wife and a very small 
baby #@ Southampton for Calcutta,’ 
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The voyage out was not in its details so pleasant as the 
voyage home, In the first place, the gorgeous East had 
lost its novelty for me, and the wrench in leaving home a 
second time was severe. My wife had many relatives in 
India, and was looking forward to seeing them, so that her 
case was at any rate no worse than mine, Under the then 
existing ules, my furlough allowance wag 4500 a year ; but 
my expenditure had been at a considerably higher rate 
than that, and a 1eturn to full pay was necessary on 
economical grounds. 

We were both very glad to feel ourselves alongside the 
wharf at Garden Reach, which we reached on the 28th of 
December, and after an hour of some confusion, shouting, 
and dust, found ourselves comfortably lodged in the house 
of one of my wife’s relatives, an engineer officer holding a 
staff appointment in Calcutta, Calcutta gaiety was at its 
height; and we just had time to unpack enough of our 
boxes the next day to enable us to appear at a ball at 
Belvedere, the official’ residence of the. Licut.-Governor of 
Bengal, : * 

There I saw, among many other friends, the former Com- 
missioner of the Nuddea division, now become Secretary 
tq the Government of Bengal, who informed me that I 
was to officiate ag Joint Magistrate of the Hooghly district ; 
but that in all probability I should soon be appointed to 
officiate as’ Magistrate and Collector of a district, ’ 

This was good news for me in every way, as Hooghly 
is only twenty-four miles from Calcutta by rail, and the, 
present Collector wasia friend-of mine; and a day or two 
afterwards wrote to me offering me the use of his house 
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as long as he should be out in tents in the interior of the 
district. This was a most convenient offer, as, with my 
present encumbrances, I should not be able to dispose of 
myself so easily as heretofore. 

Before the end of the first week in January we found 
ourselves comfortably installed in Caldwell's house, a fine 
large building overlooking the river Hooghly, I do not 
propose to say much about Hooghly, for I was there only 
two months, and my duties were similar to those at 
Nuddea, only the work was infinitely lighter. Indeed 
there was scarcely enough to do, and my pay of 900 rs, 
a month, or £1,080 a year, was ample remuneration for 
the work. ‘ 

During my absence, I had been promoted to be a Joint 
Magistrate of the Second Grade; but was officiating in the 
First Grade—hence the increase in my emoluments, It 
was now just seven years since I first landed in India, and 
sixteen months of that period I had passed on leave, so 
that on the whole I had no reason to grumble. 

In the first week in March, came to me the welcome 
letter announcing that I was appointed to officiate as 
Magistrate and Collector of Dacca, This would raise my 
pay to 1,033 rs. a month, or 41,239 a year. I showed the 
letter with some exultation to Caldwell, who had just 
returned from the interior; and he shook his head, say- 
ing, “Dacca is an out-of-the-way place, and not healthy, 
and if I were you, I should ask to be allowed to stay 
here until some healthier station turn Aap,” 

“Tt is a good sporting district, I hélieve ?” 

“Yes,” he said; “but, after all, fhat only means a very 
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few days of enjoyment in the year, and there is nothing 
else to be said in its favour.” 

However, I was keen to go, Iwas most anxious to be 
a Magistrate and Collector, and I hurried on my prepara- 
tions for departure, In a very few days I had said “good- 
bye” to Hooghly, and was again in Calcutta purchasing 
the necessary things for a settlement in Dacca, Once 
more the China Bazaar was in requisition; but on this 
occasion I also indulged in certain purchases from one of 
the European upholsterers in Calcutta, and went to the 
extravagance of a barouche and pair, besides a buggy for 
myself, 2 

Our route lay over 110 miles of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway to Goalundo, Goalundo was a new port on the 
Pudda river, or big Ganges, that here sweeps round to the 
eastward, leaving a network of minor branches, including 
the Hooghly, to filter down by more westerly channels to 
the sea. : 

The original terminus of the E.B.R, on the Ganges 
had been at Kooshtea, some miles above Goalundo, and 
fine stations for goods and passengers had been erected ; 
but, as in the case of Rajmahal, soon after all this had 
been built, the river receded some threc-miles, and a fresh 
port at Goalundo had to be created, I may here remark 
that there is now, some ten years later, a probability that 
Goalundo will be washed away, and the river return to jts 
former bank at Kooshtea, g 

We left Calcutta at night on the 12th of March, and‘ 
rumbled along, at the rate of about ten or twelve milcs,an 
hour, in a passenger casriage attached to a goods train, 
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reaching the bank of the mighty river about half an hou 
before sunrise. Here we found the steamer in readiness 
with two flats lashed one on each side of her, which she 
was to tow down to Nataingunge, the port of Dacca. 

These flats may be described as Jong two-decked barges, 
the upper deck being suimounted by a roof, which serves 
as a permanent awning. To each there is a commander 
and a mate, The former was generally a married man, 
and lived with his wife in a cabin on the upper deck. The 
constant journeys up and down the breezy river were sup- 
posed to make the life a healthy one; and, as a rule, these 
river captains looked fresh and ruddy, sometimes a little 
too ruddy. The captain of the steamer was also married, 
a jovial, genial, stout man, who had at one time com- 
manded something bigger. 

The vessels were the property of the E.B.R., and the 
accommodation for passengers was of the most meagre 
description. My party had a cabin on the upper deck,, 
with a “charpoy” in it, that is, a square wood frame on 
four legs, with strips of canvas stretched across to support 
our bedding. There was no sort of washing utensil, and 
the whole of us did all that was necessary in the way 
of ablution in a tin bucket, which was hortfbly greasy 
when I first got hold of it; but which I managed to make 
a little cleaner by towing it alongside. 

I spoke to the captain about this wretched state of 
things, and he told me it was owing to economy on the 
part of the railway company; that he had made frequent 
representations on the’subject ; and he hoped that there 
would be a speedy refnedy, as the passenger traffic ap- 
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peared likely to be sufficiently lucrative to give a recurn for 
a little expenditure in making people more comfortable. 
I may add, that when I made my next journey, the cabins 
were comfortably fitted up, though we still had to find our 
own bedding. In India, however, it is the habit, not exactly 
to take up your bed and walk, but to make the servants do 
it, so that we could not justly complain on this score, 

We got wnder weigh about 8 a.m. ; and, as the current 
was with us, sped along at a very fair rate, notwithstanding 
our heavy encumbrances, It being the middle of March, 
the water was low, and we had to exercise great care in 
avoiding shallows. At various stages we took native 
pilots on board, who were waiting for us in boats all 
ready, so as to avoid delay. It appeais that changes 
in the channel occur weekly in many places, and these 
men had to be constantly sounding and finding out these, 
between their spells of duty on board, The steamer drew 
less than four feet of water, the flats not so much as the 
steamer, which may give some idea of the difficulties of 
navigation, It seems a pity that such a mighty mass of 
water should be distributed in such an inconvenient way, 

All day long we steamed down with the current, until, 
about sunset, we found a snug anchorage at a bend in the 
river, not far from where it debouches into the Megna, 
which is a continuation of the Brahmapootra river, coming 
down from Assam. It is not possible to go on during the 
night. ‘The Dacca district now lay én’ both sides of us, 
the river flowing from north-west to south-east; but 
between us and the town of Dacca were two thore rivers 
flowing parallel with the Ganges,,viz., the Dullasery and 
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the Borigunga, on which the town of Dacca itself stands, 
and which, after flowing past the town, joins the Dulla- 
sery, which curves up towards it. 

During the day I got into conversation with the com- 
mander of the starboard flat. We were passing rather 
neat the right, or southern, bank, and he pointed to a vil- 
lage just visible in the distance, “I got into a terrible 
mess there some years ago,” he said. “I had charge of 
three boats, country boats, not steamers, laden with country 
produce; but I wanted to get a cargo of bamboo matting, 
which they make here, to take to Chittagong (a district 
further to the south-east), I had with me a Yankee as 
mate, and I left him on board while I went on shore just 
there to bargain for these mats, I had a couple of Ben- 
gali men with me, and I could make myself understood, 

“We got into conversation with the villagers, and they 
eame in considerable numbers to bargain, and accom- 
panied me, chaffering on the way, down to the river bank. 
As is usual, they carried their Jatties; and as is also usual, 
they got very excited in the bargaining; but we were all 
perfectly friendly. My Yankee mate, who was quite a 
novice in the country, had been looking at the proceedings 
through a glass, and seeing them gesticulating in a furious 
manner, thought they were about .to attack me. He 
therefore got into a dinghee with a few of the crew, and 
came on shore in great haste, with a loaded revolver in 
his hand, Without saying a word to me, he fired the 
whole six barrels into the crowd, and I saw two men fall, 

“At first the villagers were frightened, and ran away, 
and I foolishly stayed, hoping to explain matters ; but they 
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1eturned in considerable force very soon, and made a 1ush 
upon us. There was nothing for it but to get to our boats 
as soon as possible; but before we could do this, they had 
knocked down thiee of our men, We at last managed to 
reach our boats; and asa favourable wind sprang up at 
that moment, I thought the best thing to do was to set 
sail and get away as quickly as possible, This was five 
years ago, art] I have never heaid anything more about 
it; but whenever I pass the spot, I think of what hap- 
pened there, I fancy the villagers were afraid of getting 
into trouble about the row, as three of our men were, to 
the best of my belief, killed, and so never gave any infor- 
mation at the police station,” 

This was candid on his part, as he himself was bound 
by law to give immediate information of such an occurrence 
to the nearest magistrate o1 police station. I asked what 
had become of the Yankee. He said he had left India, 
But it was rather humiliating to me, as a member of the 
administration, to feel that such an occurrence had taken 
place in one of our oldest districts, and yet that no official 
had the slightest inkling of the maticr, 

After I had-assumed charge of the Dacca district, I 
caused the registers of the police stations in this neigh- 
bourhood to be searched ; but could find no entry of any 
sort on the subject. The real culprit was out of reach, and 
no further measures would have done any actual good. 

Nevertheless, it is easy to understand how the matter 
remained unknown, The locality is on the confines of 
the Dacca and Backergunge districts, and a good way— 

probably twenty miles--from the nearest police station, 
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with various unbridged streams to cross between; and the 
village was doubtless seldom visited by the police inspec- 
tor in charge, The chowkeydars, or village watchmen, 
—I was wrong in saying wo official had an inkling of 
it,—doubtless knew of the occurrence, and were bound, 
as were also the neighbouring landholders bound, to report 
the matter to the police station, But the chowkeydar 
very much prefers to be on good terms with the land- 
holder, who is always present on the spot, either himself 
or in the person of his agent, rather than with the moe 
remote police official. 

Further, the landholder pays his wages, and at the time 
I write of, there was no legal means of compelling pay- 
ment, should he withhold them. The chowkeydars used 
to complain to us Magistiates that their wages were 
unpaid; and we, having no other power, used to summon 
the landholders in person to state why they objected to 
pay. This was merely a method of bullying them into 
payment; and, as far as my expetience goes, was always 
effectual. This has been altered now ; but, as things were, 
the landholders had much more influence over the chow- 
keydar than any police official or Magistrate, and indeed 
still have, 

The chowkeydars, then, always reported all occurrences 
first to the landholders, and took their orders as to giving 
information to the officials. Do what we could, we could 
not prevent this. In this case, doubtless, the landholders 
ordered the matter to be kept quiet; and as the other 
party had disappeared and would not be likely to give 
information, there was no fear in“that quarter. No good 
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was to be gained by telling the police; it would only 
bring them down to make a local inquiry in the village; 
the inspector would lodge there, and require supplies of 
food for himself and his constables; everybody would be 
bullied, summoned as witnesses, if not as defendants, and, 
in fact, all the trouble and bother entailed by an official 
visit would have to be undergone, and might be avoided, 
So, probably,*the landholder imposed a small fine on the 
villagers, and thus not only escaped trouble, but made a 
little profit out of the transaction. 

This shows the difficulty we officials have in getting 
even approximately at the truth. But these chowkeydars 
are the main links between us and the body of the people ; 
and without them we should get to know very much less 
than we do at present. The only plan is to manipu- 
late them skilfully; and, as it is, we get a great deal of. 
information through the hostile spirit which frequently 
prevails between neighbouring landholders. Unfortu- 
nately, much of this cven is false, and 1equires to be 
carefully sifted. A little further on, I shall be able to 
give in detail a case showing how false charges are got 
up against each other by hostile proprietois, 

That night, at anchor, we had a terrific thunderstorm ; 
and it was well wé*Were in a somewhat sheltered spot, for 
the wind blew with terrible force, I asked the captain if 
he were not apprehensive of the steamer being struck, as 
she seemed to me to be just the very object to attract the 
lightning, He said he had been in many hundreds of 
similar storms, and had never seen a steamer struck, so 
that he felt no anxiety, 
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The next morning we were off at the first blush of 
dawn, and in a couple of hours arrived at the junction of 
the Ganges with the Megna, the expanse of water at the 
confluence of these two. enormous streams being more 
like a sea than a river. Here we had to turn up north, 
against the current; but the influence of the tide from 
the Bay of Bengal is felt. thus far, and as it was favourable, 
we made a rapid run up into the river Dullasery, near 
the mouth of which is situated Naraingunge, the port of 
Dacca. 

Naraingunge is a thriving mart; and the establishment 
of the steamer traffic has done much to increase its 
importance, as a great many country boats from the 
neighbouring districts of Sylhet Mymensingh, Backer- 
gunge, and Tipperah bring the more valuable produce here 
to be shipped on board the steamers, and’ thus avoid 
the dangerous voyage through the Soonderbunds, in the 
slow and easily wrecked native vessels, The river Dull- 
asery flows past it on the south, and the Lukhya, 
coming down from the rich district of Mymensingh, 
washes it on the east, and beyond the Lukhya is the 
old bed of the Brahmapootra, still navigable for a con- 
siderable distance northwards; though the main stream, 
the great drainage channel of Assath, has been turned 
aside by a piece of soil in the north of Mymensingh 
harder than the rest, and now flows down the western 
side of the Dacca District, through the channel called 
the “Jamoona,” and joins the Ganges at Goalundo, 
leaving a breadth of country of sixty or seventy miles 
between its old and new courses, 
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Here we found two other steamers at anchor, which 
had come down from Sylhet and Cachar; and after 
casting off our ‘two flats, we proceeded up the Dullasery 
to its junction with the Borigunga on which Dacca is 
situated. Naraingunge is connected by a metalled road 
eight miles long with Dacca—the only metadled road in 
the district, ‘The other roads are few in number, for 
the rivers aré the ‘great highways, and nearly all the 
locomotion is done in boats, By the winding river the 
distance is thirteen miles; and this we accomplished in 
a couple of hours or so, teaching the city about 1 p.m. 

The first sight of Dacca is very striking, and it reminded 
me somewhat of Venice, which Ihad visited during my 
late furlough ; for it seems to rise out of the river on the 
banks of which it is built. We first passed the lincs 
in which a ‘hative regiment is quartered, kept heie in 
case of any sudden requirements on our North-Eastern 
frontier, and then came to an embankment faced with 
stone, constructed under the auspices of the late Com- 
missioner by voluntary subscriptions from rich native 
residents. 

It no doubt was an immense improvement to the 
place; for the bank had been broken and swampy, and 
now it was a fine promenade, in fact—to compare small 
things with great, oh the principle of the Thames Em- 
bankment. Upon it were situated several fine-looking 
houses, some of them three storeys high; and I noticed 
that nearly all the houses I could see, built apparently - 
for the occupation of Europeans, were of more than one 
storey, quite different to those in Tirhoot and Nuddea. 
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As we passed on, Swe came to the more thickly-built 
portion, inhabited by the native population, with a profu- 
sion of mosques and temples stretching up the river for 
two or three miles. The coup d’wil from the steamer 
being very picturesque, 

At the landing-place, I found my predecessor, Leland, 
whom I was about to relieve, waiting to receive me I 
had met him before, at the Sonepore race meeting, He 
was a bachelor, and was living with the Commissioner 
of the district,—also a bachelor,—in the first three-storeyed 
house we had passed on the embankment, and we were 
to put up with them until we had settled ourselves, 
Leaving our servants to jabber over our heavier baggage, 
we got into a “ticca gharry” “hired trap,” a bit of civili- 
zation I had scarcely expected to find so far in the 
Mofussil, and were rattled along, down the main street 
of the town, to the Commissioner's house. 

The native part looked busy, crowded, and prosperous ; 
but as we got among the fine-looking houses in the 
European quarter, I could see my ‘wife's face grow less 
and less bright, and I felt a feeling of heavy depression 
myself, There was an indescribable mouldiness about 
everything, that we had not been able to remark from 
the river, a sign of the terrible damp in which we were 
to live. And this was March, about the driest time of 
the whole year. This gloom was not lightened on driving 
into the Commissioner's compound, and under the mouldy 
portico of his house, I found that he did not use the 
lower parts to live in, but as an ¢ffice for his clerks and 
a portion of his official records“ The remainder being 
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kept in the ground floor of another three-storeyea house 
about a quarter of a mile distant. 

Leland, whq was really a man of iron, occupied one 
room on the ground floor as a sleeping apartment, He 
told me that neither malaria nor damp nor anything else 
had ever hurt him; and as long as I have known him I 
never knew him out of sorts for a day, though utterly 
careless of allethe usual precautions, 

The warmest and friendliest of welcomes from the 
Commissioner, Saunders, who had tiffin ready for us, did 
a good deal to efface our first gloomy ideas; and as our 
rooms were on the third storey, looking over the river, with 
a cool breeze blowing in, we were comfortable cnough. 
In the evening the band of the regiment played on the 
embankment opposite the Commissioner's house, and 
the rank and fashion promenaded—a scene of gaiety 
such as I had never witnessed in any Mofussil civil station 
that I had previously visited, 

Here I was introduced to most of my future associates 
—the Judge and his wife, Mr, and Mrs, Allen, who occu- 
pied another of these two-storeyed houses; the Joint 
Magistrate, Lang, who would be my immediate subor- 
dinate, and his wife ; the District Superintendent of Police, 
Peel, a bachelor ; his assistant, Macrae, a Scotchman, with 
a very pretty wife; the Colonel of the regiment, a 
bachelor; with two subalterns, one married; the Banker, 
a bachelor (there was a branch of the Bank of Bengal 
here), and various others. There was a Government’ 
College at Dacca, the principal of which was not only 
married, but had a martiageable daughter, so that we 
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might be said to possess the material for what could be 
called a “ball,” in the Mofussil, 

At dinner that evening, I was remarking what an 
immense improvement the embankment was. “No 
credit belongs to me,” said Saunders, “it was all done 
by my predecessor, Berkeley, You'll have the trouble 
of keeping it in order, so it is as well you approve of 
it.” ° 

“Yes,” said Leland, “it took some trouble to get it 
done, and it takes some to keep it in repair, It was 
constructed, you know, by ‘moral influence’ All the 
natives here were in great awe of Berkeley; and when 
he convened a meeting of the residents and suggested 
the undertaking, and that subscriptions should be raised, 
they came forward very liberally, If, however, any of 
them did not give as much as they ought, Berkeley let 
them know soon enough what he thought of them. 

“For instance, there was one fellow here, son of a noz- 
vean viche, but very rich withal, named Mohinee Mohun, 
who was not present at the meeting, but sent as a 
subscription 2,500 18. = 4250, Berkeley sent it back, 
wishing to know what he meant by presuming to offer 
such a sum. His messenger returned discomfited, but 
came back with 500018, This Berkeley also refused 
with contempt; and at last Mohinee, in despair, sent to 
inquire what-he ought to give. Berkeley said, that in 
consideration of his wealth and the position he ought 
to take among his fellow-townsmen, he should not think 
less than 25,000 rs, a proper sum. And the money was 
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“JT did a little bit of Punjabi work myself” (Leland 
had been transferred to Bengal from the Punjaub, where 
things are done in a very high-handed manner by the 
conquering race.) “The garden wall of the house just 
this side of the band-stand ran down almost to the 
river; and when the embankment on both sides was com- 
pleted, this bit of wall jutted out into the middle of it, and 
was a great* eyesore. The house belonged to three 
brothers, who held it in joint tenancy in common, I tried 
hard, to persuade them to let me curtail their garden, and 
so make the inner line of the promenade even, I never 
could find them all together; but they kept on saying that 
they would consult together and let me know. Each 
individual would say that he was willing, provided he 
could get the consent of ‘the other two. So one day I 
collected secretly two hundred labourers, and went round in 
my buggy to each of the brothers, saying, ‘If I can get the 
consent of the other two, will you let me do what I want?! 
Each said,‘ Yes;’ so, when I had been to all three, I drove 
off to the coolies; in two hours the wall was down, and 
the materials all collected by the evening for rebuilding 
it farther back, The owners could not say anything 
against what had been done; and the next day the wall 
was rebuilt. They lost a little bit of land by this; but 
their property was so improved in value by the making 
of the embankment, that I don’t think they had aay right 
to complain.” ao 

I bethought me of my Durbhungah improvements, which 
were successful through very analogous measures, * 

As a body, the natives do not show any public spifit, and 

VOL TI, Bt 
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energetic civilians supply it in this manner. I fear that, 
with one or two exceptions, all the subscribers would 
sooner have had their money than the embankment, and 
that this is the case with all our European improvements. 
At any rate at Durbhungah, my improvements had been 
distinctly for the benefit of the towns-people; whereas at 
Dacca it might be said that the embankment was more 
fo the taste and advantage of the European than the 
native community, who, after, all cared very little about it, 
Then the question comes in, “Ought we not to teach them 
to care for and take interest in such things?” Whatever 
our duty may be, our efforts are very unpalatable to them, 

The next morning Saunders took me out for a morning 
ride. He had his stable full of horses, and kept a native 
jockey to ride those that he had not time to exercise 
himself, In fact, I may say that he was the most earnest 
sportsman all round that I have ever met, except that he 
did not care for racing. His stock of guns was large and 
select, his apparatus comprised all the newest and most 
elaborate inventions, and he had five elephants of his own, 
three of known reputation for staunchness, and two of * 
lighter build for baggage purposes. 

We rode out north, away from the river, on the road to 
Mymensingh, passing the bungalow used as a bank, the 
Church, the Cutcherries,—built in the new style,—across 
a bridge over the Dullye Creek, which embraces about 
half the town in a semi-circle between itself and the river, 
down a long and broad street, finally debouching on a 

, Wide plain—to our left pane race-course, and to 
‘our right the deserted cantonmefts where the regiment 
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stationed at Dacca was formerly quartered, but which 
had'to be relinquished on account of the malarious fever 
which attacked all who ventured to sleep there, 

An open piece of ground on the city side of the lines 
was pointed out to me by Saunders as the polo ground, 
while beyond, to the north, commenced the immense 
jungle which stretches away to the Mymensingh district 
and joins the Mudhopore forest, and with which I became 
much more intimately acquainted afterwards. Saunders 
told me the town was not healthy, and that cleanliness 
and sanitation wanted much looking after, Both eyes and 
nose afforded full evidence of this state of things, which 
was not improved by the hot March sun pouring down 
upon us; and I was glad to get back to my bath and 
breakfast, 

I found Leland was not eager to make over charge for a 
couple of days. He had been promoted to act as Judge of 
the neighbouring district of Mymensingh ; but he regretted 
leaving lively Dacca—that is, lively in comparison—for the 
dulness and solitude of Nusseerabad, its head-quarters, I 
accordingly passed the morning in making calls on the 
residents, after the Anglo-Indian fashion, among others, on 
the regiment. To get to the lines, I had to pass over a 
lofty suspension bridge crossing the Dullye Creek, whee 
it falls into the river, which had been built by voluntary 
subscriptions raised through the moral, influence of some 
predecessor of Berkeley's, eG i 

In the evening my wife and I went out house-punting ; 
and we pitched upon one which the newly ‘Inogrporated 
body of Municipal Commissioners and the Clergyman 
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(who was a grass widower, his wife being at home) had 
taken between them. The lower part was to be used as 
an office, and the upper floor as the Clergyman’s residence. 
It was not on the tiver bank, but it had a nice compound 
and looked less mouldy than the other houses, The rooms 
were large sized and well proportioned, and it seemed to 
me that we might break through the Dacca rule and actu- 
ally have a dining-room and some bedrooms dn the ground 
floor, 

As I was to be er officio Chairman of the Municipal 
Commissioners, I had no difficulty in arranging that they 
should go elsewhere, as they had done nothing but put 
down a few mats on the ground floor ; and I settled with 
the Cleigyman to give him the top floor of a neighbouring 
house which I selected for the Municipal Office, and which 
suited him even better than the other, as it was cheaper and 
yet gave him as much accommodation as he wanted. This, 
was a good thing accomplished ; but the house took a week 
to piepare for our occupation, and in the meantime we 
stayed on with Saunders, who had also given us an out- 
house wherein to stow our furniture. 

Had it not been for this sort of hospitality, I really don’t 
know what we should have done ; for there was no public 
hotel, or even dak bungalow, where we could have lodged, 
ahd oar only resource Would have been to hire a budgerow 
(house-boat) and, live on’ the river, ‘This fatter is a plan 
adopted by sbme officials whose duties necessitate their 
travelling very mugh int thése parts. pone of them, the In- 
0? of ‘Schools of this the South-Rastern division,—which 
séd tlie six districts in the Daéca commissionership,— 
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and the three in that of Chittagong, an area of over 40,000 
square miles, had a boat built for himself, much longer 
than they usually are, with room for ten oarsmen, so that 
the boat could actually row against a wind, which is not 
possible with most of these. He had it well fitted with 
book-shelves and cases for botanical specimens, of which 
he had made a large and valuable collection, « 

But one itight he was anchored in the big river Megna, 
up which the tidal wave rushes with the speed of a race- 
horse; and his boat was torn away from its anchorage, 
while he had only just time to trust himself to the water, 
and was swept away to a shallow place where a “snag” 
afforded him a refuge till the morning, No vestige of the 
boat was seen again, though the boatmen, who all swim 
like fish, were saved, He was taken off in the morning by 
a passing boat and conveyed to the nearest station, Noak- 
holly. But his work of years was destroyed, and he escaped 
only with his life, It was a wonder that no alligator had 
attacked him; but the recital of his experience madé me 
particularly careful afterwards whenever I found it neces- 
sary to anchor for the night in any of the big rivers, 

The next day I went to the Cutcherry, and commenced 
the work of taking over charge. Two new offices had been 
built, one for myself and one for the Judge and subordinate 
judicial officers, They were commodious buildings, raiged 
on a foundation of masonry about five feet in height, sixty 
feet broad, and 250 feet long. A margin was left for 
a verandah all round,, and the remaining He divided 
into Court rooms, At the four’ corners wersiift A extra 
rooms, occupying space that would athafwite'thiivs been 
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included in the verandah. One of these was used as my 
retiring room, one as the Treasury officer’s room, one as the 
office for the registration of deeds, and the fourth for 
miscellaneous purposes, The verandah formed an arcade, 
and certain spaces in it were let off to the attorneys for 
small rents which entitled them to Jay down their mats and 
so make consulting spaces, for they could not be called 
rooms, A parapet ran round the top, the inténtion being, 
that in case of necessity the place could be used for defen. 
sive purposes the arches being bricked up and the defence 
conducted from the roof, But to make this of any use, 
we should have had to retain possession of the neigh~ 
bouring houses, many of * which were higher and would 
command the top of the Cutcherry. I did not place 
much faith in these facilities for defence, but lived in the 
tolerably safe hope they would not be required in my 
time; though the,example of Arrah showed what could 
be done by a few resolute Englishmen behind any sort of 
protection, 

My first task was to count the stamps, and this took me 
the whole morning, for there were 4 large number and I 
should have to sign a certificate relieving Leland from all 
responsibility as to the amount in store when taking over 
charge. The next thing was to count the money in the 
Treasury, and the opfum. This did not take so long, as 
the money could be weighed, I then made the acquaint- 
ance of the officers in the various departments, of the 
Revenue, Excise, and Registration departments, T found 
the vernacular records in some confusion, and a special 
sstablishment had been sanctionedrby the Board of Reve- 
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que to get them arranged in accordance with ‘the rules 
drawn up by them, 

I also found in another house a survey party employed 
in writing up the work done by them in the field some 
three years previously, making copies of torn maps and 
plans and the records relating to them. These were in 
charge of a special native Deputy Collector who had been 
placed underemy supervision, and a great nuisance I after- 
wards found him 

In another house, rented for the purpose, the Joint Magis- 
trate, Lang, and the District Superintendent of Police, 
Peel, held their offices, and seemed to be very much over- 
crowded; but a new cutcherry for their accommodation 
was in progress. 

The omlah, or clerks, were given to understand that I 
would take over charge the next day, and were instructed 
to prepare the formal letters, In the evening I played my 
first game at sackets in the Dacca racket-court, and was 
pleased to find I could hold my own though there were bet- 
ter players here than either at Mozufferporé or Kishnaghur. 

The following day I rode down to the gaol with Leland. 
I found it badly situated, in the middle of ‘the town, and 
surrounded by walls by no means high enough, The 
Public Works Department had been making certain altera- 
tions here, and had erected a new arched gateway, Over 
which a new house was in course of construction for the 
gaoler. I asked when the gate would be inserted, and was 
told that no provision had been made for a gate, My first 
letter written after taking over charge of the gaol, was to the. 
Executive Engineer of the district, requesting that a gate 
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might be supplied, and stating that the omission of such a 
provision was very extraordinary. I was informed that a 
gate had not been considered necessary, as there was 
always a guard at the entrance to the gaol; but he had 
referred the matter to his superior the Superintending 
Enginger. His supetior apparently thought differently, for 
in due time a very good gate appeared, 

It had not been the custom here to makes over charge 
of the gaol to the Joint Magistrate ; and not wishing to 
make unnecessary alterations, I kept it in my own hands, 
An Armenian was holding the office of gaoler at this 
time; but Leland informed me he was not giving satisfac- 
tion, and that the Inspector-General of gaols was about to 
remove him, There were about soo prisoners in the gaol, 
and the place did not give me the idea of having been 
under vigorous control, i 

On our way back we looked into the Lunatic Asylum, 
capable of holding some 300 lunatics, and of which I was 
an éx officio visitor, and also the Mitford Hospital, managed 
by & Committee, of which I was an ex offcio member, It 
had been built with funds bequeathed by a deceased 
civilian of that name. His family had litigated the matter 
as far as they could, and as the costs came out of the 
estate the hospital was not so large as it otherwise would 
have been. But still it was of great benefit to Dacca, It 
was at present in charge of a native Sub-assistant Surgeon 
under the immediate supervision ane Civil Surgeon, 

About midday Leland made ovér formal charge of the 
district to me, and I found myself ne executive officer 
in control of an area of 2,897 squareymiles, with a popula- 
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tion of 1,853,416, This gives an average of 639 persons 
to the square mile, and as a large portion of the district is 
covered with jungle, the density of population in the culti- 
vated parts is very great indced. In the subdivision of 
Moonshigunge, which is on the south bank of the Dull- 
asery, lying between that river and the Ganges, the 
average is 1031 to the square mile, This area is entirely 
rual. It may be mentioned that in the United, Kingdom 
the average is 239, in Germany, 189, and in France, 180 to 
the square mile, 

My chief subordinates were Lang the Joint Magistrate, 
and Feel the Superintendent of Police, There were 
also at head-quarters three native Deputy Magistrates 
and Collectors, and an*Assistant Magistrate, a young 
civilian with only “special” powers, which latter sat in the 
building occupied by Lang. There was a native Sub- 
Registrar, employed solely in the registration of deeds, 
and the native Survey Deputy Collector mentioned above, 
Three native Deputy Magistrates and Collectors were in 
charge of the three subdivisions of Manikgunge, Moonshi- 
gunge, and Madaripore, The last named, was situated 
paitially in the neighbouring district of Backergunge, and 
the unfortunate officer in charge had to prepare double sets 
of returns, one for the area situated in each district, 

The head-quarters arca, comprising all the district 
not included in the three above-mentioned subdivisions, 
was under my own immediate charge, not having been 
made into a separate subdivision under the Joint Magis- 
trate, as in Nuddea and many other districts, An idea 
had existed in the head of some one high in authority 
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in Calcutta,I don’t know who,—that the Magistrate got 
to know more of what was going on, if left in immediate 
charge of the head-quarters. subdivision, To me_ this 
appeared very unmeaning. It only made this difference, 
that in this one subdivision all criminal cages and rent 
suits had tq be instituted in the Court of the Magistrate 
and Collector, and distributed by him to the subordinate 
officers for trial, instead of their being breught in the 
Court of the Joint-Magistrate, who was also Deputy Col- 
lector, in the first instance. 

As it was, I was hot bound by law to try a single 
criminal or original rent suit; but, in all the subdivisions 
equally, I. could transfer any suit from the file of any 
officer to my own, or that of any other of my subordinates 
properly empowered, By the Rules of the Board of 
Revenue, I was bound to be absent from head-quarters in 
camp for three months in the year on inspection duty, and 
for this period I was empowered to make over charge of 
the subdivision to the Joint Magistrate, There was also 
no reason why I should be required to have more detailed 
knowledge of what went on ih the Sudder subdivision than 
in any other. : 

As Magistrate and Collector, my work was principally 
that of supervision; though on the Revenue side there were 
innumerable matters that I had to take up personally, 
The High Court, on the other hand, were always urging 
Magistrates to try important criminal cases themselves, by 
way of keeping their hand in at judicial work ; for, as then 
arranged, promotion lay from Coll¢ctor to Judge, the 
highest grade Collector receiving p16 1s. a month, and 
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the Judge 2,500 1s. This has very recently and very 
properly been altered, and the,cxecutive and judicial 
officers placed on a footing of equality. The duties of 
Magistrate and Collector are at least as important as those 
of a Judge of a district, and certamly call for much greater 
versatility than mere judicial work, 

Most Magistrates would keep on their own file a few im- 
portant origirfal cases in the course of the year; but my 
own experience was, that these interfered very much with 
one’s executive work, An important case would probably 
last some days; and it was not possible to give proper and 
continuous attention to it, without ignoing for the time 
other miscellaneous duties. Now, however, the executive 
and judicial lines diverge after the office of Joint Magistrate 
has been passed; and the Magistrate and Collector being 
placed on an equality in point of pay with the Judge, the 
promotion goes on in parallel lines, Officials select their 
lines according to their tastes, and the Executives are no 
longer bothered by the High Couit about judicial work. 

The District Superintendent of Police is a very import- 
ant subordinate, and I was fortunate in having Pecl as 
mine, in this my first district, He was not a military man, 

‘and on that account more easy to deal with, The district 
was divided into twelve principal Police areas, with head 
police stations, “thannahs,” presided over by sub-in- 
spectors, and sundry outposts in each under head con- 
stables. There were five Inspectors, peripatetic officers, 
among’ whom the supervision of these divisions was equally 
distributed, and who were bound personally to take up 
investigations in important cases, There were about 600 
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constables, including the reserve ; and Peel had the direc- 
tion and control of the whole, having also to look after 
their education (as far as possible), clothing, pay, and ‘the 
police buildings, generally mat and thatch, 

The municipal police, in towns where the Municipal 
Act had been introduced, were also appointed and con- 
trolled by him, and he had the supervision of the three 
thousand chowkedars, or village watchmen, im the various 
villages throughout the district. At his discretion he 
could personally take up the police inquiry into any case; 
and in any very serious one he was expected to go him- 
self to the spot, 

He received daily reports from every police station and 
outpost; these were extracts from the daily register, and 
showed all the entries made on the day to which they re- 
lated. Copies of these were forwarded to the subdivisional 
officers, and after them to myself» But in all important 
cases, such as murder, dacoity, rioting, or heavy thefts, 
special reports were sent to me, giving full details of, the 
occurrénce, and the steps taken by the police, I ‘was 
supposed to pass orders on these, and forward the reports 
with my orders to the Commissioner. Under an active 
and intelligent Police Superintendent the orders would 
generally amount to the remark, “T await furthets teport,” 
and this too would satisfy the Commissioner *Bht these 
reports kept the Magistrate aw courant of what was going 
on in the case, and also gave him an opportunity of cor- 
recting blunders or reprehending delay on the part ofthe 
police, 

As a general rule, I found that#in cases of dacoity, 
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heavy theft, or murder among the lower classes, the native 
police would use their: best energies to discover the actual 
criminals and bring them to justice; but in cases of murder 
the result of jealousy or some other motive of intrigue, 
where the richer classes were concerned, they required very 
careful looking after, and the presence of an European 
officer on the spot was very necessary. 

I may instance a case of rioting where two rival Zemin- 
dars, Chandee Churn and Boloram Khan, were contending 
for the possession of a village cutcherry, or office for the 
collection of rent and transaction of other landholder’s busi- 
ness, The fitst report from the local police was to the 
effect that the retainers and a number of peasantry of each 
of the hostile Zemindars had come into collision, and that 
five or six men had been wounded, and one man killed. It 
was in the dry season, the place was only twenty miles 
from Dacca, and the country was ridable, so Peel took 
horse at once, and got there in three or four hours after 
receiving the report. 

His first demand ver y properly was, to sce the body of 
fhe man who had been killed. He was shown the body 
of an old man with a couple of spear wounds; and the 
story now was, that he had been care-taker in the cut. 
cherry yson bart of Chandce Churn, and was alone there 
when th arty of Boloram came and wished to force an 
entrance, and on his calling out “ duhai,” had ruthlessly 
murdered him, Peel looked at the body, saw it was that 
of a feeble and emaciated old creature, and that the 
wounds looked very: dry and unusual altogether, The 
thought at once flashéd across him that this corpse had 
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been substituted for the real one, by Chandee Churn’s 
party, with the idea of making out that they were not 
furnished with regular fighting clubmen, and, in fact, that 
they were altogether the innocent and aggrieved party. 

He had this body at once despatched to Dacca for 
examination by the Civil Surgeon, and went on into the 
neighbouring village, in the hope of discovering something 
further, In the mean time, each party had accused the 
other of being the aggressors, and each had given to the 
police the names of those they alleged to be prominent 
on the opposite side; but of course Boloram’s party would 
not admit that anybody had been killed on the other side, 
Some of these had been arrested, but many had not, 
among others a man called Lukkeekunt Ghose, on the 
side of Chandee Churn, 

Peel was sitting in the cutcherry over which there had 
been so much contention, when a man came up to him and 
said he wished to be enrolled as a constable, Peel said 
he did not want to enlist any more at present. The man 
replied, he could do some service if he liked. “What?” 
said Peel. ‘I must tell you in secret,” said the man. Peel 
took him aside, “Go to the house of Lukkeekunt’s father,” 
he said, “at Meangunge, three miles from here.” Peel 
said nothing more, but had his pony brought, rode over 
at once to Meangunge, got hold of the village chowkeydar, 
and made him come with him to Lukkeekunt’s father’s 
house. Outside he listened, and heard lamentations, pushed 
his way in and found the women mourning over the corpse 
of a fine young man with a terriblé wound in its head, 
evidently the cause of death, 
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Matters after this became easy enough, The ‘Civil Sur- 
geon reported that the old man whose corpse had been 
originally sent in had died of fever; and the wounds had 
clearly been made after death. It finally transpired that 
both parties were to blame, and both were punished, 
though Chandee Churn’s had been the real aggressors, and 
Lukkeekunt one of the principal fighting men on his side, 
But if Peel bad not behaved so promptly, it would have 
been, perhaps, impossible to prove the truth, The in- 
former received his wished-for reward, But further on I 
shall be able to give a very curious instance of the way in 
which false cases were got up. 

We got established in our own house some four days 
after Leland’s departure, It was very conveniently situ- 
ated, being about fifty yards from the racket court, 200 
from my cutcherry, and 100 from Lang's, The Municipal 
Office was next door, It had a good compound, with 
stabling for eight or ten horses, and good masonry out- 
houses for kitchen and servants. On the ground floor was 
a dining-room about forty-five feet long by thirly broad, 
two large rooms usable as bedrooms but without bath. 
rooms, and three other smaller rooms, The rooms on the 
upper storey corresponded to these, but there was a veran- 
dah on one side of the house only, on both storeys, The 
walls were two feet thick, and the masonry good. The 
verandah on the upper storey was covered with a masonry 
roof, supported by three pillars springing from the ve- 
randah below, some forty feet high, and the spaces between 
the pillars were protected by fixed venetian blinds. For 
all this I paid the sum of 411 a month, plus municipal 
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taxes, which amounted to 74 per cent. on the rental. I 
had no lease from my native landlord, but we arranged 
everything verbally. ' He was a close-fisted Hindu, but 
we never had any disagreement on the score of the lease, 

Bent on hospitality, I wished to make the two large 
rooms on the ground floor useful as bedrooms, by the 
addition of two bath-rooms, This could be easily done, 
at little expense, by building them on to the outsides of 
the rooms, and could be well done for 250 rs., equal to £25, 
I offered the landlord, if he would do this, an extra rent 
of tors, or 41, a month, so that in two years the whole 
cost of these would have been recouped. He consented, 
after much hesitation, saying that “every sahib wanted 
something different, and that probably the next sahib 
would want them pulled down.” He then commenced, 
after about two months’ delay, to build them in accordance 
with Hindu notions of economy. 

He sent round the town, and had all the old bricks he 
could pick up for nothing collected, and bought a few 
others. It took about six weeks to get these together. He 
then had them built up with mud for mortar. I did not 
care, as I didn't think this much mattered for mere bath- 
rooms, He then collected a lot of old worm-eaten beams, 
and “burgas” for the support of the roof; and then com- 
menced the process of dammering, This was done by a 
number of old women and little boys. Some old tiles 
were placed on the burgas, and then a mixture dignified 
with the name of mortar was poured on the top of these, 
and the old women and little boys béat it down flat with 
wooden spats to the tune of some ee song. 
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This had gone on for one day; and on the second day, 
about Io am., while Iwas engaged in my writing room 
on the other side of the house, I heard a noise as of an 
avalanche, and then shouts, groans, and lamentations. I 
rushed out, and found the whole erection had collapsed, 
and that the twenty-three women and children wére buried 
in the déris, A lot of outsiders had i1ushed in through 
my open gatés to see what was the matter, and I heard 
some of them saying that somebody must be dead in the 
ruins, It occurred to me that probably some false claim 
might be made, so I told my chuprassies to shut the gates, 
and Jet no one out until all the masons had been collected, 
This was done with marvellous celerity ; and, wonderful to 
relate, all the old women had escaped without a scratch, 
and only one boy had a wound in his leg, I collected 
them all, had them all counted, and let them go. 

In about half an hour came my landlord’s man of busi- 
ness, whom I refused to see on principle. However, on 
going to office, I found him outside my door, and he pros- 
trated himself to the ground on secing me. “Go out of 
my sight,” I said, “I have had nothing but trouble for four 
months about these wretched bath-rooms. I will not have 
anything built by you or your master. It would probably 
fall down and kill me, As it is, I shall probably indict 
you both, under the Penal Code, for endangering human 
life by culpable carelessness.” 

He began to say “that his master was in a state of 
senselessness from the calamity, that he did not think so 
much of his own loss, which was enormous, as of my 
anger,” etc, etc, Idrove him away; but the next day I 
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found the landlord himself waiting outside; and after 
many apologies, he sdid, “Try me once more, and I will 
build you good bath-rooms in six weeks.” I allowed my- 
self to be mollified, and I am hound to add that he kept 
his word. 

On the whole, I found Dacca more lively than any pre- 
vious Mofussil station in which I had been quartered. In 
the first place, I had plenty of work, and, wet or dry, there 
was always some amusement in the evening, when the 
day’s office work was done, Four days a week we played 
rackets, and twice a week polo 

This latter requires no description, now that it is so 
familiar in England; but I will say that in Dacca we had 
special facilities for playing it well. The game is the 
national sport of the Munnipoorees, a tribe residing on 
our north-eastern frontier. Every Munnipooree is a polo 
player from his youth upwards, He gets possession of 
first a pony and then a wife; and if he fall into bad cir- 
cumstances, sells first his wife and then his pony 

The tribe was continually giving trouble, and we had 
lots of little wars with them. One result was, that a 
number of these had been made over to us as hostages ; 
and they were kept as prisoners of war, under my surveil- 
lance, in a village on the borders of the jungle just to the 
north of Dacca. They were submissive and respectful, 
and never attempted to escape ds long as I had knowledge 
of them. 

Some of these became our tutors at polo, and did not 
disdain to receive pecuniary, assistarce from us, though 
they were all chiefs in theit own gfibe. Their skill and 
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pliancy of body was remarkable. They could hit on either 
side of their pony, in front of his head or round his tail 
with equal facility, and rode almost as well barebacked 
as with a saddle. ° Our ponies averaged between ten and 
elevén hands, and I must assert that I think there was 
much more poetry about the game as played on these little 
animals than as done at home on what we in India should 
call horses, and mounted on which it is not possible to 
make such skilful use of the stick. 

I became the fortunate possessor of two éxcellent ponies, 
one of which I purchased from a Munnipooree named 
Atomba Sing. I really could have guided him with a 
silken bridle, and his former owner used to Iet the reins 
drap on his neck while at full gallop, and seize his stick 
with both hands, in order to have more power for the blow, 
Though not very exciting to the uninitiated spectator, to 
the player the game is the most attractive I know, and the 
sensation of getting the ball to the rear of the adverse 
side, and of knowing that all you have to do is to gallop 
and hit straight for their goal, with the whole field racing 
behind you, must be felt to be appreciated. It was a great 
feature in our Dacca life ; and I used to try and arrange my 
office work so as always to be able to leave office in good 
time on polo evenings, 

Soon after my arrival, we opened our club house, which 
merely consisted of two rooms, with a balcony to the 
upper one, looking over the racket court. These were 
built on to the court, the lower room serving as a dressing 
room, and the upper as a billiard and card room, As this 
was an institution putely for the benefit of the men, we 
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sought to enlist the sympathy of the ladies by giving an 
entertainment to celebrate the opening, Accordingly we 
had a luncheon and a racket match afterwards. Our best 
player was appointed President, and I was Vice-President, 
I have forgotten to mention that our society included the 
editor of the English local paper, the Dacca News, and 
his wife. They were somewhat pretentious, and evidently 
very touchy people, who seemed to think that their posi- 
tion as representing the press was not sufficiently recog- 
nised in Dacca. On this occasion the lady sat next me 
at lunch, and after one or two remarks, said, by way of 
impressing me, that she had a cousin who was a Colonel ;, 
she added that he did not allow his officers to play 
rackets, as he thought it a vulgar game. Considering the 
occasion, this appeared to me rather a trenchant remark, 
Perhaps my countenance betrayed my thoughts, for she 
went on to say-that she and her husband had a short time 
before been staying with the Bishop of Calcutta, and that 
he had a racket court in his “compound.” This was 
probably by way of further impressing me, and possibly 
with a view to soften the asperity of her previous remark, 

But everybody who has been in Calcutta knows that the 
Bishop’s palace is opposite the Cathedral, and that’ the 
racket court is close to the Jatter (a very unsightly object), 
but that the public road runs between it and the Palace, 

However, I only said that I believed the Bishop to be a 
very good racket player. 

She looked at me doubtfully; but fortunately a move 
was made from the table, and the aa ae the entertainment 
passed off without further unpleasantness. 
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I fear I was no favourite with her or her’ husband, and 
he took many an opportunity of using his pen against me. 

Our clergyman was frequently obliged to be absent from 
Dacca on Sundays, to give other communities in outlying 
districts the benefit of his presence, and on these occasions 
I had to make arrangements for service, the result being 
generally that I had to read prayers and a sermon myself, 
The first time that this happened after our above-men- 
tioned lunch, the Dacca News had a leading article on the 
irreverent manner in which I had done this, My wife was 
indignant, and wished me to discontinue the paper ; but I 
thought it more magnanimous to take no notice. 

To do the man justice, I believe he would have con- 
ducted his paper on proper principles had he been a free 
agent ; but he was obliged to obey the wishes of his local 
patrons, 

With some of these I came into collision soon after this, 
One day the Inspector of Schools, Dwyer, came to me 
privately with an important case he wished me to investi- 
gate, and of which he had drawn up a regular brief. 

The facts he had arrived at were shortly as follows, A 
rich Armenian resident in the town had died, leaving 
an illegitimate son, as heir to the bulk of his property and 
also providing for the establishment and maintenance of a 
school for Armenian children. This will had been proved 
some three years previously, and the school also estab- 
lished. It came in the ordinary course under Dwyet’s 
inspection, He found it ina miserable condition, and very 
inadequately’supplied with funds, 

He then obtained. a copy of the-will, and during his 
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inquiries was informed that the will was a for gery, that old 
Carrapiet, the deceased, had left a great deal more money 
than that set forth in the will, and the bulk of it to the 
school; that the young Carrapiet was really heir to a very 
small sum; that old Carrapiet disliked him, and had very 
strong doubts whether he really was his son ; that certain 
other principal Armenians in Dacca knew this, and had 
only allowed the will to pass on condition of receiving a 
large sum of money, about 100,000 rs, equal to £10,000, 
which they had divided between them; that in order to 
settle all claims against the estate of the deceased speedily, 
and to avoid inquity, they had borrowed 100,000 rs, from 
the principal Mohammedan landholder in the district. 

He was also informed that the original will was still in 
existence in Dacca, and might possibly be found, He 
wished me to prosecute young Carrapiet and four Ar- 
menians of position in the town for forgery, abetment of 
forgery, and criminal misappropriation of property, The 
matter ceitainly appeared to demand investigation, and 
as it was necessary to keep the thing quite secret, I deter- 
mined not to employ the agency of the police in the 
matter, 

Dwyer placed his local Sub-Inspector, an intelligent 
young Brahmin, Kali Kumar Chatterjee, at my disposal, 
and I employed him to see if evidence to prove the above. 
mentioned facts was procurable, I also personally made 
such inquiries as I could, 

In about a week he informed me that the facts were 
known to every one in the bazaar; nd though many 
respectable people wished that they sould be brought to 


A Will Case, 119 


light and the dividers of the spoil punished, they were 
afraid to move in the matter for fear of the power of these 
Armehians, But he had been told that the money ad- 
vanced on the loan taken from the rich Mohammedan 
landholder had been paid into the bank of Bengal, to the 
credit of young Carrapiet, and that it had been divided by 
cheques given by him to the rest, He also stated the 
bond given for the loan had been duly registered, and that 
a copy of it could be procured, I accordingly authorized 
him to procure a copy, and we found that the money had 
been really borrowed at ten per cent, and that the four 
Armenians, whom I may call A, B, C, and D, were 
securities, 

I then got permission to examine the record of the 
probate case in the Civil Court, where I found the will had 
been proved according to the forms of law, but that no 
sort of real inquiry into its validity had been held, I then 
examined the books of the Bank of Bengal, and ascer- 
tained that a day or two after the will had passed the 
Court, young Cairapiet had given cheques for about 100,000 
rupees to these four persons, 

I now thought I had sufficient evidence on which to 
proceed, the more so as I had a hope of finding the 
original will. One of the Armenians, D, had died ; but 
I made up my mind to issue warrants for the others, I 
inserted a bail clause, so as not to put them under any 
unnecessary restraint. 

Kali Kumar was somewhat aghast atemy temerity, He 
said “You will never get a jury in Dacca to convict them, 
T was once on a jury myself in a case in which B (who, 
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among many other avocations, was a pleader) defended the 
accused; and the majority of the jury would not convict, 
because they were afraid of offending B if they did.” 

T recollect that I issued the warrants on a Tuesday, and 
my principal reason for not issuing summonses, was that 
a steamer was starting the next morning for Calcutta, and 
I thought the accused might abscond, 

It was about five in the afternoon, and I hag signed the 
warrants in my writing room in my own house, which was 
on the first floor, and not protected by a verandah, I had 
been sitting with my back close to the window, which 
faced the door opening on to the staircase, and had just 
gone out to stroll over to the racket court, a few yards 
distant,—a thunder storm was threatening,—when there 
came a vivid flash of lightning which I saw strike my 
house, I hurried back, and found that the fluid had struck 
the masonry cornice just above the window above de- 
scribed, destroyed the windows altogether, having blown 
pieces of them down the stairs, had then descended to the 
corresponding room below, destroyed the venetian blinds _ 
and windows, and finally made a hole in the earth outside, 
about three inches in diameter and a foot in depth, My 
writing room was covered with broken bits of window- 
glass and wood, but no further harm was done, My wife 
and a lady, who were in the drawing-room adjoining, said 
they felt as if they had received a sharp box on the ear, 
but were not otherwise hurt, It was a narrow escape for 
me; and had I any belief in omens, this might have been 
considered as anything but favourable, 

There was considerable excitement ijf Dacca on the arrest 
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of these men. The first hearing of the case was fixed for 
that day week, and in the meantime I made every effort 
to get the original will and evidence as to the falsity of 
that propounded. I did find three or four Armenians who 
said they could give valuable evidence in Court. At the 
first hearing of the case they were examined; but their 
courage failed them, and they did not act up to their 
promises, only stating facts which, though very suspicious, 
did not prove anything. They were cross-examined by B, 
who managed to impugn their characters to such an extent 
that I began to believe one Armenian was as bad as 
another, ; 

I was glad when the day was over, for it was not agree- 
able to see these men in such a position, who were the 
leaders of their own society in the place, with whom I had 
been on terms of a tolerably friendly acquaintance, and 
who were all members of the Municipal Committee. 

When matters had got thus far, Dwyer, who had been 
of considerable use to me, was ordered away to another 
province, and so I was left alone. I adjourned the case 
for a week, and in the meantime got information that a, 
Mohammedan, named Ameer Ali, was the forger of the 
false will, and that he had possession of the original will 
upon which the forged one was based, the amounts and 
their distribution only being altered, This information 
was brought to me by my “road oversecr,” Shircore, an 
Armenian also ; but who, for some reason or other, did not 
mix much with-his own people, 

T urged him on to further discoveries; and one morning 
he galloped into my compound, rushed to my room with. 
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out arly ceremony, and said, “I have seen it, 1 have seen 
it, Ihave seen the will, Ameer Ali has it and will give it 
up to you.” 

I was carried away by his enthusiasm, ordered my 
buggy at once, and drove down with him to Ameer Alis 
house in the town beyond thegaol, I found him in undress, 
a lanky, hungry-looking Mohammedan, with a throat like a 
vulture, 

“Where is the will?” I said, 

«What will?” he replied. 

“The will you showed to Shircore just now,” 

“T showed no will.” 

Shircore’s face fell, 

“ What did you see,” I asked him, 

“JT only saw the corner of a document,” he said, “which 
he showed me, and I was in such a hurry to tell you that 
I came to you at once.” 

“Do you think,” said Ameer Ali, “ that if I had the will 
I would show it to any one at such risk to myself? Even 
if a large sum were offered me, I shoyld have been afraid 
to show it,” 

He was clearly open to a bid, But as a Magistrate I 
could not offer a money bribe. My fingers itched to 
clutch his vulture-like throat, and wring the will out of 
him. However, I restrained myself. I said, “I offer you 
a free pardon for any complicity in the transaction.” 

“T know nothing of any will,” he replied, 

I had no police with me, or I could have surrounded 
his house and searched it then and there; but I believe he 
had placed it elsewhere after Shircore's departure, on the 
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chance of my coming. I got nothing out of him, and went 
away; but I instructed Kali Kumar and Shircore to watch 
him, and they ascertained that he had gone to the house 
of the rich Mohammedan landholder, and offered the will 
for sale to him, but he had refused to buy it, “It was 
nothing to him,” he said. 

I did not speak to him on the subject, for I did not 
expect to get the truth from him; but a day or two after- 
wards I got his son to go out for a drive with me to look 
at some projected improvements in the town, he being a 
Municipal Commissioner. He was a manly young fellow, 
of English education, and I abiuptly introduced the sub- 
ject of the will, saying, “Do you know about that will 
being shown to your father?” 

“T was not present,” he said, “but I heard that it was 
shown to him, and he declined to buy it. I heard after- 
wards that it was burned, that some Armenian had given 
1,000 rs, for it.” . 

My faithful emissaries to whom I related this, told me 
afterwards that they had heard in this Mohammedan’s 
palace, that the son had been foolish enough to relate this 
conversation to his father, who had given him a good 
beating for it, though he was over twenty-four, and the 
eldest son and joint-owner of his property, 

To avoid further details, I may add that I could not get 
hold of this original will, that I was obliged to abandon 
the charge of forgery, and that I finally committed the 
accused to the Sessions on a charge of criminal misappro- 
priation of property, They reserved their defence, but B, 
who was rather ohstreperous, begged leave to read a 
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protest, Tallowed this, and he read outa carefully composed 
paper, commenting on my conduct, and showing that I 
had been watched in every detail of my movements since 
the issue of the warrants, He mentioned, among other 
things, my visit to the house of Ameer Ali, It was very 
impudent throughout, but I told him that I always allowed 
great latitude to defendants, and should merely order it 
to be filed with the record, > . 

After committal, I considered the case,important enough 
to be laid before the Advocate-General- in Calcutta, for his 
advice as to its conduct at the forthcoming Sessions, the 
more so as I was informed that the accused had retained 
the leading counsel in Calcutta to defend them, 

Accordingly, I had copies made of all the proceedings 
and documents, which were very lengthy, and made them 
over to Kali Kumar, who was to -start in a swift boat for 
Calcutta, as the weekly steamer had just left. That night 
we had a cyclone, It began to blow hard between nine 

Vand ten p,m, and raged throughout .the night, After- 
reports showed that we were merély on the edge of the 
circular storm, which had travelled,up from the south-east, 
but it was the most severe blow,I {ave ever happened to 
experience, . 

Fortunately for me, all my yenetian blinds opened out- 
wards, so it was the tendency of the wind to blow them 
more closely together, but I had to tie them with strong 
cords to prevent their being blown in altogether. The 
fixed venetian blind shades in the verandah were blown 
away ; and the gusts of wind striking the house, which was 
very strongly built, made it tremble v4 if they had been 
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waves of the sea, I went out about six the next morning 
to look at the river. The wind had now lulled a good 
deal, and there was not much water in the channel, but 
still the spray was dashing over the embankment, and 
where the eye generally wandered over hundreds of native 
boats of all sorts and sizes, vot ove was visible; but the 
water and the shore were covered with minute pieces of 
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There was scarcely a thatched hut in the town that had 
not been unroofed.; and when I went to office I found it 
necessary to make it a holiday, as nearly every one pre- 
sent had some damage to repair—officials and suitors 
alike. 

I began to feel very anxious about Kali Kumar; but he 
turned up in the afternoon with a fragment of wood in his 
hand about two feet long, and six inches broad, “ This 
is the largest remnant of my boat,” he said. He had 
anchored a few miles above Dacca, in what the boatmen 
thought a secure spot; but the wind,had torn them from 
their shelter, hurled their boat against the opposite and 
exposed bank, and broken it into small pieces, All our 
documents were gone, and all his own notes on the case, 
Nothing was to be dong but to get fresh copies made, and 
these were ready in time for the next weekly steamer. 

By this time the Calcutta newspapers had begun to 
insert articles upon this peculiar case, though the Dacca 
news had observed a most decorous silence, At first I 
received information that the Government had determined 
to appoint a young barrister to prosecute, It seems that 
Government cases, unless of great. public importance, and . 
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triable at the Presidency towns, are made over to some 
young and inexperienced member of the legal profession, 
because such services are cheaply procured; and as they 
are generally opposed to the best talent available, Govern- 
ment frequently gets cast. 

Finally, I received a telegram that Government had 
decided to offer no evidence at the forthcoming Sessions, 
and that the accused must be acquitted.* Though an 
official ought to have no personal feelings about any 
case, I must confess that I was much chagrined when 
thinking of the hours of mental and physical labour I had 
spent over this, ‘Besides this, there is no provision in the 
Criminal Procedure Code for such treatment of a case in 
the Mofussil, though it might have been in accordance 
with the English forms of law prevailing in the Presidency 
towns, The judge, I think, ought to have insisted that 
the case should proceed. 

However, I afterwards received official information that 
the Advocate General had met counsel retained on the 
opposite side, and ascertained that he had a defence, 
which was good as the indictment was at present framed. 
It was that the will did not cover the whole property left 
by old Carrapiet, and that young Carrapiet and the other 
accused had merely divided the residue among them; 
there had, therefore, been no criminal misappropriation 
of property. He, therefore, thought it better to withdraw 
from the prosecution in its present form; and, as he was 
morally certain that the will was a forgery, to impugn it 
in the Civil Court, get restitution of the money taken 
under it, and finally prosecute taf acmed for forgery 


Defeat of Fustice, 127 


and abetment, including also young Carrapiet, whom I 
had not committed for trial, as I had abandoned that 
charge. 

I felt, unfortunately, too sure that they would not get 
evidence to procure a conviction for forgery; and as a 
fact, in the end, Government took no more active steps in 
the matter. 

Now was the time of triumph of the Dacca News. For 
the next six weeks it was filled with abuse of me. Nothing 
was too bad to say of me, “I was a scandal to the Ser 
vice, petitions would be presented to Government for my 
removal, and I was to be criminally prosecuted,” The 
rancour of the owners, who had some ground for being 
annoyed with me, was aided by the spite of the editor. 
My wife was again very angry, but I decided to take no 
notice ; and though I discontinued reading the paper, I 
continued to take and pay for it.. Saunders was very 
sympathetic. ; 

“Treat it with contempt,” he said; “and recollect that 
we officials have to put up with more insults than any 
other class of people.” 

It was hard that I should be so abused for attempting 
to bring four men to justice, who had knowingly abetted 
forgery, and despoiled Government of £10,000, intended 
for the promotion of education. It does not say much 
for the moral atmosphere of Dacca, that though hundreds 
of persons knew the facts, I could get no one to take the 
trouble or run the risk of giving direct evidence in the 
matter; that the largest landholder in the district, an 
extraordinary meniber of the Council of the Governor- 
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General of India, had actually assisted these proceedings 
by a loan of money (for it is' morally certain that he knew 
all about them); and that when everything could have 
been proved by the production of the original will, and 
he could have put himself perfectly in the right by assist- 
ing me to get it, he did not do so, 

Doubtless, most people thought that there waS no great 
harm in robbing the Government; and then, again, that 
these Armenians were tich and ‘powerful men, permanent 
residents in Dacca, and it was more expedient to keep on 
good terms with them, than, on grounds of public morality, 
to assist an official who would probably not be among 
them for more’than three years at the outside, 

Of course no steps of any sort were taken against me, 
I came to the conclusion, from this result, that it does not 
answer for a magistrate to act as his own detective. He 
is hampered by his position, and this interferes with 
efficient action. 

The Court Inspector, Juggut Chunder, an old officer of 
some standing, who looked after the conduct of police 
cases in the Dacca Coutts, said to me afterwards, “You 
should not have gone to Ameer Ali’s house in that way. 
Had you asked me, I should have said, Send 4 message to 
say you do not believe that he has the real document, and 
that it must be placed for examination in the hands of 
some trustworthy go-between for inspection, You might 
have appointed me to inspect it; and I should then have 
offered some money down, and so much more dfterwards 
if it procured a conviction, I should have had a bag with 
me, containing, not rupees, but pice/ or something that 
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made a noise like rupees when shaken; and once we had 
got hold of the will, we could have done what we liked.” 

" Perhaps I mismanaged the case; but everything I did 
would have borne the closest scrutiny. 

And yet this landholder, who displayed so little moral 
sense on this occasion, was of great assistance to me after. 
wards, At the time of the Mohurrum festival, in the 
following year, there was considerable excitement between 
the rival sects of the Shialts and Sunnis. " 

Nearly all Bengal Mohathmedans are Sunnis; the 
Shiah seligion being in vogue in Persia, The feeling on 
the occasion of this festival may be described as analo- 
gous to that between the Orangemen and Catholics in the 
North of Ireland. The Shiahs were in a small minouity in 
Dacca; and at this time they came to me in a body, 
and said that if I would not protect them, they must leave 
Dacca, and give up their business, They were all of 
Persian extraction and quite fair complexion, and very 
respectable people, They said they could not go about 
without being insulted, and occasionally assaulted, 

Cases now began to appear in my Court in which both 
sides were complainants and defendants, I kept these all 
on my own file, and adjourned them from time to time, 
wishing to make the parties compromise, In one case, a 
Shiah was accused of threatening some Sunnis with a 
pistol. They had seized him, and the weapon was pro- 
duced in court, He said that he had cartied the pistol for 
defensive purposes, and that he had pointed it at the 
complainants, who had insulted him; but that, though it 
was loaded, it would\not go off, 
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It was a curious old weapon, and I had it taken outside 
to be discharged; but the efforts of all my subordinates 
were not able to move the trigger, and finally I had ta 
send it to a locksmith to be unscrewed. This was much 
in favour of the accused. 

In the mean time I had frequent communication with 
the landholder, Munneer-ooddeen Khan, who had really 
no sectarian feeling, though he was obliged outwardly ta 
act as a good Sunni. He showed an impartiality at this 
time, which was all the more praiseworthy as a scurrilous 
placard in Persian had been posted about the town, 
throwing doubt upon his legitimacy, This was supposed 
to have emanated from a Shiah source, though it may 
have been the work of some envious members of his own 
section. He kept me well-informed of the state of feeling, 
and I was able to make all the necessary artangements in 
the best possible way, 

I could have suppressed a riot easily, with the aid of 
the troops; but I wished to prevent anything like a 
disturbance. At length he told me that he thought he 
had managed to conciliate the principals on each side; 
and he proposed giving a grand banquet in his palace, 
to which he would invite the leaders of both parties. I had 
the pending cases brought on in my Court the day before 
this proposed feast, and informed the Sunnis, that if they 
threatened the Shiahs, I would surely punish them; and 
the Shiahs, that they must be conciliatory in their de- 
meanour, as I should only protect them against unprovoked 
annoyance. And I further told the parties in the cases, 
that if they did not compromise, I should treat them all 
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as defendahts, and prosecute them, on behalf of Govern- 
ment, for creating disturbances. 

This, coupled with the prospect of a feast, inclined all 
parties to settle their differences; and before I left Court 
that day, all the cases were compromised, But had it not 
been for Munneer-ooddeen, I should have had much 
greater trouble. 


CHAPTER IV.- 
AT DACCA, 


THE MUNICIPALITY —A CASE OF JEALOUSY.—AN IMPERTINENT 
CROW.—TROUBLESOME GAOLERS,—LUNATIC ASYLUM.—GANJAH.— 
COLD WEATHER TOUR.—INCONVENIENCE CAUSED IN OFFICE 
WORK,—BOATS—INSPECTION OF A POLICE STATION—A KHAIR- 
KHAH.—A MOHAMMEDAN SUB-DIVISIONAL MAGISTRATE.—A NATIVE 
NOBLEMAN’S HOSPITALITY.—SOMD CURIOUS CASES ARISING OUT 
OF DISPUTES ABOUT LAND.—PIG-STICKING AT TOONGEL,—-BOAR 
KILLED BY A TIGER—EXCURSION TO TIPPERAH.—DEATHS AT 
DACCA, ; 


AS Magistrate of the District, I was ev offcdo Chairman 
of the Municipality of Dacca. This ‘was no light re- 
sponsibility, and gave me a great deal of anxiety and 
trouble, The law, Act III. of 1864, had been in force 
for some three years, and the body of Municipal Com- 
missioners had been appointed under it. The law neces- 
sitated this, and also a system of management and col- 
lection, which was out of all proportion to the income at 
our disposal, : 

The total amount of our collections was approximately 
60,000 rs, annually. According to law, our “ tehsildars,” or 
collectors, had to serve a notice each quarter for the 
amount due, If it were not then paid, they had to apply 
at the office for a warrant of distraint. This could not be 
executed for d certain number of days; and then, after 
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distraint, notice of sale had to issue, The tax was 
assessable on the rents of houses, and had been fixed 
by the Commissioners, as a matter of course, at the 
maximum rate of seven and a half percent, There was 
also a wheel tax. 

My experience is, that a house tax is altogether un- 
suitable for Indian provincial towns. There are very few 
buildings woithy the name of houses ; and those that are 
constructed of-masonry are for the most part small, and 
rented at very Jow rates, It was the same at Durbhungah, 

The state of Dacca was bad, There was no proper 
drainage, no sort of provision for the removal of sewage, 
the roads were out of repair, and the place teemed with 
fetid pools, formed by excavations for the purpose of 
building mud houses. The law gave us power to prohibit 
new holes being dug; but it did not enable us to compel 
owners to fill up those already existing, Indeed, as in all 
laws made by Englishmen, the consideration for vested 
rights was mote than ample, é 

We had to expend more than a sixth part of our income 
in paying the municipal police (it was a constant struggle 
to keep down Peel’s demands) ; and the expenses of col- 
lection were very heavy, leaving us only about 42,000 rs, 
(44,200) to spend on consetvancy and improvements of 
every sort a 

With reference to expenses of collection, I may men- 
tion that I made a calculation that there were over 
9,000 tax-payers, whose tax payments for the year 
amounted to less than 1 rupee (2s.) each, ‘Supposing that 
all these paid up, promptly on the first visit of the 
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tehsildar, there would be 36,000 visits necessary for the 
collection of 8,000 rs., or less, equal to 4800. There were, 
probably, at least 72,000 visits to get in this amount. 
The law gavé us no powér to let off anybody on the 
score of poverty, as we could’under the old Act, or it 
would have been a positive gain to cut off a good pro- 
portion of these. 

The rate fell with altogether disproportion&te severity 
on the European residents, who lived in highly-rented 
houses, and kept vehicles for purposes of locomotion, 

We got a small addition to our income from fines for 
breaches of provisions of the law; but, for the imposition 
of these, a regular case had to be got up; and when the 
cases were ready, there was very often no municipal com- 
missioner present to try them. This was very annoying 
to poor people who had been summoned from their work 
as accused or witnesses, and I did my best to prevent it; 
but I had no power over the Commissioners, except moral 
influence, and this in Dacca did not prevail in making 
them regular in their attendance. 

In fact, it was much less trouble to the people to do as 
Tused to at Durbhungah, viz, spy out an offence in my 
morning's ride, and order the culprit to pay a fine of 
6d. or Is. on the spot, The people cursed the new law, 
and I do not wonder at it. Tley said, “We are bullied by 
the tax-gatherer, we are summoned to Court, and worried 
and fined for letting things go on as our ancestors have 
done for hundreds or, thousands of years, and no good 
comes of it, People die just as they did before, our 
houses are not any bettér,” 
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There was only too much truth in this. The Europeans 
used to grumble just as much, while the natives said that 
all the money was spent on the quarter of the town in- 
habited by them, The Judge’s,wife would meet me on the 
polo ground. “Well, Mr. Gordon, the springs of my car- 
riage were nearly broken coming down here this evening; 
when ave you going to get thé road repaired?” The Doctor 
would writesa note: “Dear Gordon, the road down to the 
Mitford Hospital is in a shameful state, and I have a good 
mind to come down on the Municipality for thé ‘expense 
of the necessary repairs to my buggy,” ete, etc. But if I 
spent all our available assets on 1 keeping the metalled roads 
in repair, what was to become of all the other things 
necessary tobe done? ° ,, 

The Dacca News was loud: in its condemnation of the 
apathy of the Municipality, and very specially of their 
Chairman. It seemed to me that, beyond keeping gutters 
clean and very incomplete annual repairs''to roads, we had 
funds for nothing; and that any general scheme of improve- 
ment would necessitate the expenditure of a sum which 
would not come within the dreams of the wildest enthusi- 
asts. However, I thought T would make an effort, so [ 
prepared a paper, which I, read at a full meeting of the 
Commissioners, 

T first of all touched on their apathy, and that of the 
residents of Dacca in general, with reference to the state of 
their town, I pointed out that it was accused_of heing one. 
of the places where cholera was endemic, ahd whence {t 
was propagated, and told them that the aithey breathed, 
as well as the water which they drank, and in which they 
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bathed and washed their clothes, was polluted with sew- 
age; only I put this in very forcible language, I then 
said, that to do any real good we must have money, That 
our present income was almost useless, but that if we 
doubled our tax we could borrow a good sum on the 
security of half our annual income, say 1,000,000 rs, 
With this we could carry out a scheme of reproductive 
improvement which would end finally with stamping 
out cholera, and putting Dacca into a proper sanitary 
state, : 

There was a good deal of discussion abéut this, and 
it was specially hard on the people who lived in decent 
houses; but at last’it was carried unanimously, a proviso 
being added that the law should also be altered, so as to 
allow the total exemption of all tax-payers whose tax was 
less than 4 annas, equal 6@, m3 

The editor of the Dacca News was present on behalf of 
the press, arid had several copies of my paper printed and 
circulated. For jhhe firgt time, he approved of me in a 
leading articleyThe piocéedings had to go up, through 
Saunders; to” Government, for approval and the necessary 
alterations in the law. Saunders was dead against dou- 
bling the tax, and said the whole thing was chimerical, I 
begged him to let it go up to Government, and not throw 
cold water on it, ds the Dacca people would take their cue 
from hitn ; and I argued that‘it would show Government 
that we at any rate were willing to make an effort to im- 
prove the state of things if allowed, and it would make 
them do gomething for us. Finally, the proceedings did 
go up; and Government disallowed the double tax, but 
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stated that special consideration would be given to the 
case of Dacca. : 

The Lieut.-Governor expressed himself pleased at the 
vigour of my minute, and also wished to know if I would 
like to deprive any of the Municipal Commissioners of their 
seats, on the ground of apathy and inattention to duty, I re- 
plied that I should find it difficult to get better men in their 
place, and that, where so much of our hope of doing any- 
thing lay in the exercise of moral influence, it was better to 
retain inert friends than male active enemies. So nothing 
further was said on that head, neither was any extra assist. 
ance given to Dacca while I was there; but after T left 
there was special legislation, and, I believe, the town is now 
in a fair way to get a proper water supply, the chief 
portion of the expenditure however being contiibuted by 
Munneer-ooddeelt 

In Bengal, however, except in the very large towns, such 
as Calcutta, I am of opinion that our municipal legislation 
has been inefficient and worrying, chiefly because there ate 
never sufficient funds to make the altekations hecessary to 
do any real good in these towns, built ages ago without any 
consideration of sanitary arrangements, 

In Dacca the wells inside the inclosures of the native 
houses were strongly polluted with sewage, and, in the case 
of Mohammedans, with decomposing corpses. For they 
were in the habit of burying their dead undef the floors of 
their houses, especially their women, We got a piece of 
land and opened a new burial ground,for them; But. found 
it exceedingly difficult to prevent their adhering to their 
former practices, and had to be very severe with them, 
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My mornings were generally occupied in riding about 
the town, inspecting municipal works, or paying visits to 
the Mitford Hospital, Lunatic Asylum, or Gaol. On one 
occasion, as I was passing the principal police station, I 
* saw a crowd gathered round, and went in to ascertain 
the cause. 

There I found a beautiful Cashméri woman lying on the 
floor with her robe almost off, and positively weltering in 
blood, The Sub-Inspector was seated by her, pen and 
paper in hand, 

“What are you doing ?” I said, 

“Tam recording her deposition,” he replied. 

“ But she will die of loss of blood,” I said. “ Get a cloth, 
and bandage her face,” for I could see at a glance that her 
nose had been cut off, and indeed a part of her upper lip. 


“Get a carriage at once, and send her to the hospital” 7 
Hearing this, the woman said, “ Oh, shall I live, shall, BP 
escape ?” ; 


“You will,” I said; “but you must keep quiet.” 

“My aunt will tell you all,” she said. 

I then perceived an oldish woman, who said she was her 
aunt; that her niece's husband was jealous of her, and had 
that morning, half-an-hour previously, cut off her nose in a 
fit of passion, and then run away, 

“Can you find the nose?” I said; “if so, take a car- 
riage, look for it, and bring it as quickly as you can to the 
hospital.” » 

She said she thought she could, as she knew where it 
had fallen. 

I went myself with the wounded woman to the Mitford 
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Hospital, and commended her to the special care of the 
native Sub-assistant Surgeon, as the Civil Surgeon was 
absent inspecting some outlying dispensaries in the interior. 
While there, the aunt brought the nose, and the Sub- 
assistant Surgeon, seeing it, said it could certainly be fitted 
on to thé face, 

I went away, as I had plenty to do; but in the evening I 
called again at the hospital, to inquire after the success 
of the operation ; for, over and above any curiosity in the 
matter, I felt that, if successful, it would have some weight 
in overcoming the native prejudices against surgery after 
the European fashion, . 

The Sub-assistant Surgeon came out to me with rather 
a blank face, “A calamity has happened,” he said. “The 
mehtur (servant who does the dirty work) was instructed 
to wash the nose in a basin of clean water; he left it in 
the basin for a moment, and while his back was turned a 
crow came in and flew off with it.” 

This was somewhat ludicroug; but I was exceedingly 
annoyed, for the matter could not be repaired. The im- 
pudence of Indian crows is so well known, that I have not 
said anything on this subject before, a 

Saunders had lost the top of his thumb in an analogous 
way some two or three years before, He and a friend had 
wounded a boar which stood at bay under a tree, the 
branches of which came down so low that they could not» 
ride up to it,and Saunders dismounted to give. him the 
coup de grace, The boar rushed at him, knocked him.down, 
,and bit off the top of his thumb, which he dropped on the 
ground, His friend, coming up, managed to spear the'boar, 
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and sent in to a neighbouring village for a palanquin to 
carry Saunders, who was much knocked about, to his tent, 
He picked up the fragment of thumb, placed it on the top 
of the palanquin when it arrived, and turned to assist 
Saunders, when a watchful crow swooped down and car- 
ried it off. 

In the nose case I issued warrants for the arrest of the 
brutal husband, and offered £20 reward for this apprehen- 
sion. The woman, who was of strong constitution, got well 
in about a month; but had to walk about veiled, after the 
manner of Egyptian women, I heard that her husband 
had had good cause for jealousy, 

About two months after, a man was apprehended in the 
Backergunge district, about a week’s journey off by boat, 
and was sent to me.for trial on this charge. On the day 
appointed, my court was crowded; and the veiled woman 
appeared as prosecutrix. But when I called upon her to 
identify the prisoner, it was not the man. I suspected 
collugion at first; but on due inquiry found that really the 
wrohg man had been apprehended; and I may add that 
the right one was never caught, This prisoner was of 
course at once discharged, and was so rejoiced at regain- 
ing his liberty that he never thought of making any claim 
for false arrest. In England such a case would have been 
more troublesome to the police authorities. 

And now the gaol began to give me trouble. The 
Armenian in charge at the time of my arrival had been 
dismissed, in accordance with arrangements previously made, 
and an European called Starkey had been appointed, The 
salary was Ioo rs. (410) a month, ang in addition, 5 per 
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cent. commission was allowed to the gaoler on the profits 
of gaol manufactures sold and paid for. ; 

It ig very exceptional to get an European fit for such 
@ post on such a salary, and things work much more 
smoothly with a judiciously selected native, for it is possible 
to get a native of a much better class relatively for the 
same pay. Starkey, I believe, meant well; but he was not 
equal to keeping the gaol accounts, which are very com- 
plicated ; and they were sent back every month from the 
Inspector-General’s office for revision, Then again, he was 
rude to the Doctor,'and I had to reprimand him for this, 
Finally, several accusations were made against him of 
demanding and receiving bribes in consideration of ‘treat- 
ing certain prisonets leniently. I went carefully into all 
these cases, which occupied a great deal of my time, and 
found they were all without’ doubt false; but yet I could 
not get sufficient proof to indict any of the accusing parties 
for perjury, Starkey was not acute enough to help me., 

He came out of the inquiry triumphantly, however, and 
soon after gave a supper ‘party to some friends in the 
town, His rooms were over the gateway before mentioned, 
and at a height of some twenty feet from the ground. 
Among his guests was the former gaoler, Lucas,—who still 
lived in the town, and against whom I had warned him, as 
I knew he would do all in his power to injure him,—and 
two other low Armenians of the town, About 2 am, I 
received information that a man had beén murdered at the 
gaol; so I got up hastily and rode down. ¢ 

It appeared, from what I could ascertain on the spot, that 
Starkey and his wife, with their three guests, had con- 
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sumed about five dozen bottles of beer, and that some 
quarrel had arisen, and Starkey had thrown Lucas out of 

» window. ‘Lucas, I found, had both legs and both arms 
broken, and was supposed to be in a dying state. He was 
taken off to the Mitford Hospital, where his supposed, 
dying deposition was yecorded, and he solemnly stated 
that Starkey had pushed him out, 

I entered a mem. in the Gaol Minute Boak, stating the 
facts, adding that they seemed to be all drunk together, 
and suspending Starkey from his duties, The police took 
up the inquiry at my orders, and I made the case over to 
Lang.’ Starkey was a terrible-nuisance until the case was 
finished, First he sent me a’ petition stating that he was 
much aggrieved by my having implied in my mem, ‘that 
his wife was drunk, I declined to alter anything I had 
said, Then, every day that the case was pending before 
Lang, he would come in with a petition that I would 
transfer the case to my own file, as Lang was not impar- 
tial, He was finally committed to the Sessions for trial, 
and acquitted, as it seemed doubtful whether Lucas had not 
fallen backwards out of the window, his (supposed) dying 
deposition to the contrary notwithstanding, He got well ; 
but poor Starkey went raving mad about a couple of months 
afterwards, and wds sent to a lunatic asylum in Calcutta, 

He was succeeded by another European, Dunstan, who 
was highly recommended by Mowbray, the Inspector- 
General of Gaols, He appeared to be agentleman both by 

“birth and education, and I was surprised that such a man 
should accept such a post, Everything went very smoothly 
after his artival. He kent the caol beautifullv clean. the 
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prisoners well under control, and the accounts were never 
returned for revision, But he was an enterprising man, and 
in that way began to give trouble. As he got a percentage 
on the profits from gaol, manpfactures, he was naturally 
anxious to extend these. 

He proposed first of all to supply all the Christians in 
the town with meat, and persuaded me, though with much 
hesitation, to, make over to him the flock of sheep belong- 
ing to our Mutton Club, of which I was manager. This 
saved me some trouble at the time; but soon complaints 
reached me from all former members, of the bad quality of 
the mutton they now received, and for a long time I was 
the subject of much abuse. i 

Then he ,wished to introduce the manufacture of soda 
water and to buy a soda-water machine. -There was of 
course no provision for this in the gaol budget, and he 
proposed to spend for the purpose money that had been 
sanctioned for the erection of a new work-shed, This I 
positively declined to allow; but shortly afterwards Mow- 
bray came to Dacca on a tour of inspection, and Dunstan 
propounded his scheme to him. Mowbray was most 
affable always when present; and certainly, to the best of 
my belief, he said that he did not object to le soda-water 
machine being entered as a work-shet, afd that he would 
have the matter made tight in his office. 

The machine was therefore bought, and did not turn out 
profitable. Mowbray declined to pass the thing in the 
accounts ; it was a question, I think, of about £150, a very’ , 
serious item in a Bengal gaol budget, and a correspondence, 
on the subject commenced, which had not come to an end 
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when circumstances called me hurriedly away from Dacca, 
about a year afterwards. In fact, Dunstan in these ways 
gave me a lot of trouble. 

Another thing which occupied time was the Lunatic 
Asylum. It was situate next to the gaol, in the centie of 
the town; and just at the time of my arrival sanction had 
been obtained from Government for the purchase of a piece 
of ground for the enlargement of its garden, This site was 
coveted with houses, and I had to carry through the pro- 
cess of expropriation, no light matter, and much more 
difficult than the case I have already described at Durb- 
hungah, This I did as “ Collector.” 

I was also, ev officio, a visitor of the Asylum, and had to 
attend the fortnightly meetings for inspection and considera- 
tion of the cases of lunatics recommended for discharge. 
These were of two classes, criminal and non-criminal. The 
discharge of the non-criminal lunatics as cured was a 
pleasant ‘duty enough; but with the criminals it was a sad 
fact that some 70 per cent. had become insane through 
smoking ganjah, 

Ganjah is the diied hemp plant, which has flowered, but 
from which the resin has not bcen extracted. When 
smoked, this produces strong brain excitement, generally 
accompanied with homicidal mania, The large-percentage 
of lunatics above mentioned had been found to have com- 
mitted murder ‘or attempt to murder; but had been 
acquitted on the ground of insanity, and were therefore 
detained in custody during the pleasure of Government, 
Most of these cases got well in three nfonths or so, when 
the effects of the ganjah had been goprid of; and as we 
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did not wish to keep these people in idleness, antl had no 
power to make them labour, it became necessary to re- 
commend their discharge. Sometimes the same man 
would be on trial three times, and acquitted on the ground 
of.insanity caused by this drug. 

Tt seemed to me that the law required alteration, or that 
insanity caused by ganjah should be treated as intoxi- 
cation, and a man under its influence should be held 
responsible ; and in this the Civil Surgeon agreed with me, 
But nothing was done in the matter as long as I remained 
in India, . 

Tt is not possible to prohibit the cultivation of so useful 
a plant as hemp ; but Government has endeavoured to keep 
under control the preparation and sale of the dried plant as 
astimulant, Cultivatois have to get a licence to retain 
in their possession the crop when cut and gathered, and 
can only sell to licensed warehousemen, who have to pay a 
duty of about 2s. a pound on all sold by them. It would 
be a great benefit if its use as a stimulant or narcotic could 
be abolished ; but it would be impossible to prevent its 
preparation in small quantities, as hemp grows wild in so 
many places, and it is therefore better to recognise and 
control it, As it is, Government deiives a large income 
from this; but the consumption is very large, as I know 
from the returns that I had to supervise. 

About the latter half of November the rains began to 
dry up, and it was necessary for me to begin preparatioris 
for my cold weather tour through the district. Officers 
are not expected to'be absent from head-quarters for three 
months continuously, Indeed, it would not bé possible to 
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do this and carry on the mass of office work efficiently. In 
fact, it is very difficult to be absent for the whole three 
months prescribed by the Board of Revenue at all; and 
every day that I could count towards this, I looked upon 
as precious, 

Of course I could take as many of my subordinate staff 
with me “as I chose, and make my peripatetic Court as 
numetous as I pleased; but I found in practice that the 
larger number I took with me, the more the ordinary 
couise of business was interfered with, and the greater the 
infliction to the villagers in whose vicinity I encamped. 

I was allowed to leave the Joint Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector in charge of the current duties of my office, but it 
was difficult to draw a definite line between current and non- 
current ; 2g, in all suits brought by or against Government, 
the Collector of the District in which the suit is brought is 
either plaintiff or defendant. Summonses in such cases are 
served on an official, called the “ Government Pleader” 
(generally, by the way, a very inefficient person), who sends 
notice to the Collector, with a copy of the plaint, The 
Collector then takes into consideration whether he will 
compromise or defend the suit, and in either case sends the 
papers with his opinion to the Commissioner for orders, who 
forwards them to the Legal Remembrancer, a Calcutta 
official, who is supposed to watch over all Government liti- 
gation, This latter returns the papers with such remarks 
as he thinks fit, and the case is conducted in accordance 
therewith. 

Many of these cases are easy, and go through all this cir- 
cumlocution arrangement in a machine-like way ; but some 
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are very, difficult and intricate, and require’ considerable 
thought and care If the Collector decides to defend a case, 
he orders the Government Pleader to draw up the draft of 
the reply. The Government Pleader does this on the basis 
of facts supplied by the Sheiishtadar, who searches the 
Government records for them. The draft is usually in the 
vernacular, and a translation of this is made by one of the 
Collector's English-speaking clerks, as,—until quite lately 
at least,—the Sherishtadars did not know English. The 
Sherishtadar then places the papers before the Collector, 

During the first of my absences from head-quai ters, Lang 
being in charge of the current duties of my office, the 
Sherishtadar placed before him the draft reply in an im: 
portant case, which Lang signed and allowed to be for- 
warded to the Commissioner. The reply was all wrong; 
and Saunders, exceedingly angry at such a case being so 
carelessly treated, wigged me officially for allowing Lang to 
deal with it. .I was obliged to reply in self-defence, that 
it had been done without my knowledge, in my absence, 5 
whereupon Saunders insisted on the Sherishtadar being 
fined for neglecting to send it out to me in camp, The 
Sherishtadar‘said he thought it was “a current duty,” and 
so perhaps an ordinary unimportant case might have been, 
I could not accept his excuse, and was obliged to obey the 
Commissioner's orders, 

Iq Easterfi Bengal generally the mode of locomotion is 
by boat; and though I did a certain amount of tenting in 
the Dacca district, most of my towing was by water. In 
this way you travel veritably like a snail, with your house 
on your back, There are two or three kinds of boats, 
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called “ boats,” “budgerows,” and “kos boats” respectively. 
They all contain a sitting-room cabin, a bedroom, and a 
little place at the stern for bathing purposes. The two 
first descriptions are roomy, with flat planked roofs, on 
which it is possible to sit with.comfort, but slow and un- 
wieldy. Indeed, they cannot be rowed even down stream 
against a wind, and their progress is only by sailing or 
towing. e 

The “kos” are smaller and narrower, with curved 
thatched roofs; not nearly so comfoitable, but much more 
speedy, If I had a long distance to go, I generally used 
the latter; but if my tour required fretjuent stoppages at 
short intervals, I would take the former, and get my wife 
and child to accompany me, 7 

The rate of hire of these boats is from 5 1s. to 6rs,a 
day. The kos boats, being longer, allow more room for 
oarsmen ; and as they are taken principally for speed, more 
oarsmen are used in them, and this makes them generally 
more expensive than the larger boats, But as an official 
on tour is allowed 5 1s, (ros.) a day, or 8 an, (15,.) a mile, 
for travelling expenses, we found it more profitable to 
take the more expensive but the more speedy boats, 

The number of hours that the Bengal boatmen can con- 
tinue to row without rest is extraordinary, They sleep on 
the deck, and cook their meals in a little hole forward, 
The crews are either all Mohammedans or Hindus of one 
caste, so that one man can do the cooking for the whole. 
It was very pleasant in fine weather to sail along before a 
fair breeze, or to lie awake at night and listen to the plash 
of the oars as we glided down with the, stream, Against 
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the current the oars could make very little progress indeed. 
The rivers were generally crowded with boats of all soits, 
and the scene was seldom dull. 

The district officer, too, is always supposed to keep his 
eyes apen, and to note as he goes along the nature of the 
crops, possibility of new roads or canals, condition of the 
people, sanitary state of the villages, etc, in addition to all 
the points of which he has to make an official inspection, 

Our own cooking was done either on the roof at the 
stern of the boat, where the native servants worked 
miracles behind a cloth stretched across on a pole, or 
else we had a small separate boat as a cook boat. This 
latter plan was more suited to fastidious tastes; but in 
case of a breeze, or a too fascinating bazaar on the river 
bank, the boats “oécasionally got separated, and then the 
master had a good chance of starvation until reunion was 
effected, I have suffered very great inconvenience from 
this sort of mishap; but, as a rule, native servants behave 
wonderfully well on these expeditions, 

I started on my first trip on a beautiful moonlight night 

“from Dacca, to go north-westwards, to inspect the subdi- 
vision of Manickgunge. There was a gentle fair wind 
coming from the south-east, I got into my boat just oppo- 
site Saunders’ house; and as I glided up stream past the 
embankment, the numerous mosques and temples, and 
finally the old Lal Bagh (the unfinished palace of Shaishta 
Khan, containing the beautiful mausoleum of his daughter, 
Bibi Pire, who married Sultan Azim, third son of Au- 
tungzebe), the scene was one on which many travellers 
would have descanted with rapture. But few travellers 


150 Life m the Mofussvl, 


come to Eastern Bengal, and officials are apt to have too 
much familiarity with such scenes forced upon them. 

In the morning I found myself anchored at the police 
station of Shabhar, my first point of inspection. I had 
emerged from the Borigunga river into the Dullasery, 
and Shabhar stands at a point where the river turns at less 
than a right angle to the north, It is a commanding situa- 
tion, and the thannah buildings are overshadowed by a 
magnificent tamarind-tree, 

As I landed, the head police officer (sub-inspector), with 
several subordinates, came out to meet me; and his first 
request was that I would order this tree to be cut down 
—a most unusual petition from natives, who are generally 
anxious to preserve trees ; but he said, and several natives 
who had come round, confirmed him, that tamarind-trees 
generated fever. I was loth to sacrifice such a fine tree, 
and asked for definite proof of this assertion. This was 
not forthcoming ; and I said I would consider the matter, 
T asked the Civil Surgeon, on my return, if he knew of any 
evil properties of this species of tree; and as he said No, 
T declined to have it interfered with, It is standing, I 
believe, to this day; a landmark for many miles around, 

The inspection of a police station occupics some little 
time, as there are so many registers to examine; and by 
Jooking carefully into them, very valuable information about 
the working of the police in each locality can be obtained. 
The chief registers kept may be enumerated as follows — 

1, Register of A forms; za, cases found to be true, in 

which prisoners have been apprehended and sent 
‘up for trial, 
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Register of B forms; cases considered “not proven,” 
or false. 
. Register of C forms; cases considered true, but no 
person apprehended, 
Register of bad characters, 
. Register of released convicts living in the neighbour- 
hood. 
Registes of absconded criminals. 
Register of property stolen, and amount recovered, 
Register of unrealized fines, 
9, Register of summonses issued by Magistrate, 
10, Register of warrants issued by Magistrate. 
11, Register of unclaimed property. 
12, Register of intestate property. « 
13, Register of village watchmen. 
And besides these, there is a station diary, which has to be 
written up day by day. Copies of the first three registers 
are sent to the Subdivisional Magistrates having jurisdic- 
tion ; and they pass final orders as to the form in which 
they are to be entered; for instance, occasionally altering 
B into C, or ordering B to be changed into A, and the 
accysed sent up for trial, | 
Complainants whose cases are sent in by the police in 
B form, frequently rush into court and make a complaint 
before the Magistrate, not stating that they have already 
been to the police station, before the B form can arrive; 
but this, as a rule,does them very little good. They com- 
plain freely, if dissatisfied with the manner in which the 
police have conducted the inquiry, and this shows that at 
any rate they are not altogether afraid of them. 
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The register of bad characters shows the surveillance 
exercised by the police over the criminal! classes living in 
their chcle. It is most important that this should be pro- 
perly kept, and that the entries should not be mere shams; 
on the other hand, if misused, it is a terrible instrument of 
oppression. 

A police officer can say to a villager against whom he 
may have any cause of enmity, “I will have your name 
put in the register of bad characters ;” and this means con- 
stant house-searching if any theft or burglary occurs in the 
neighbourhood, and in fact ceaseless bullying. 

The police, I fear, must be admitted to be oppressors ; 
but they are of the people and from the people, and we 
cannot get better material, They are more under control 
than formerly, and are certainly improved. But it will 
take a long time yet to eradicate the idea from the native 
mind, that official power is to be used primarily for the 
benefit of the possessor. 

The register of unrealized fines points to a state of things 
that I consider might be altered with advantage, Under 
the Penal Code, imprisonment undergone in default of 
payment of fine, is not considered as a substitute for pay- 
ment, but a punishment for non-payment; and a fine is 
realizable at any time within six years from the date of the 
sentence. The natives think this very hard, and it is easy 
to see that in cases of poor convicts this rule is very 
oppressive.- I would allow the imprisonment to be taken 
as a substitute for payment, as it used to be before the 
introduction of the Penal Code. 

After going through the registers and ,ascertaining how 
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many of the constables could 1ead and wiite, I Inspected 
the pound, the school, and the village generally. I was of 
course followed by “a well-wisher” of the Government 
(“khairkhah”), who had made a list of the number of houses 
in Shabhar, and calculated the amount of municipal tax 
that might be raised upon them, showing, afte: payment 
of all necessary expenses, a considerable “proféz” to Govern- 
ment, as he galled it, “He finished by saying, that should 
the town be brought under the Municipal Act XX. of 
1856, he should hope to be appointed tax-collector.~ This 
of course was the meaning of his taking all this trouble. 
His arguments did not convince me, for I considered that 
the introduction of the Act would only worry the people, 
and that from the want of funds no good would ensue, 
Any cases of real nuisance the Magistrate could deal with 
under the Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes. 

In the afternoon I started for Manikgunge. The sudden 
turn in the river made the wind adverse; so the process of 
towing commenced, and my progress was not nearly so 
agreeable as before. 

I reached the subdivisional head-quarters at daylight 
the next morning. Misetable buildings, with mud walls 
and thatched roofs, of which the lock-up (subdivisiorial 
gaol) was also constructed, situated on the bank of a “Ixhal,” 
or artificial cutting, which made a shoit route from one 
bend of the Dullasery to another. 

Thad not informed the Mohammedan Deputy Magistrate 
of my intended visit, and I found him absent, “moving 
about in his interior,” as he afterwards informed mein an 
English (?) letter ;: for subdivisional officers are expected 
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to make their cold weather touts through the area within 
their jurisdiction, This did not prevent my inspecting 
everything in his absence. 

I had noticed that his criminal statements, showing the 
number of witnesses examined on the first day of appear- 
ance, were very “ good,” and that very few,—indeed, sis. 
pictously few,—witnesses had been detained until the second 
day. Recollecting the ideas of my sherishtadar at Durb- 
hungah, I was anxious to inquire into this, 

On calling for the records of a few criminal cases, I 
found that warrants had been issued in a large proportion 
of them for witnesses who had neglected to appear in 
answer to the summons first served upon them, 

As I was walking down to my boat to my dinner, I met 
a villager in the company of a constable, who shouted 
“Duhai. Justice, my lord; I have been arrested by war- 
rant, though I came in obedience to a summons,” 

I had the record of his case examined the next day; 
and pushing the inquiries still further, I at last elicited 
from the police inspector, who had been afraid to speak 
at first, that it was the constant practice of the Deputy 
Magistrate to ignore the presence of witnesses who had 
appeared in answer to summons because he had not the 
time or the inclination to record their evidence on the 
appointed day, and to issue warrants for their apprehen- 
sion as being absent, only to save the appearance of his 
returns, 

After this I went round to the three police stations in his 
subdivision; and on examining the registers of swmmonses 
and warrants, found that the latter far exceeded the for- 
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mer in number for the past six months, This was most 
exceptional, and I came to the conclusion that what the 
police inspector had stated was substantially true, 

I reported the matter to Saunders, who, in talking it 
over to me, said, “There must be some good in the 
man, as Berkeley thought so highly of him.” Saunders 
had almost too great a respect for the opinion of his pre- 
decessor, The Deputy Magistrate, however, could not give 
any satisfactory explanation of the facts I had elicited ; 
but, owing to a very lenient report sent up to Government 
by Saunders, he was 'merely deprived of the independent 
charge of the subdivision, and called in to do worl: at 
head-quarters, In my opinion, he got off far too easily. 

On my return to the station, I remained there a few 
days at the commencement of the month, until the 
despatch of the almost innumerable monthly returns ; 
and then started for the northern and higher part of 
the district. On this occasion I was enabled to utilize 
one of the two roads of which we could boast, and which 
ran through the jungle to the north of the town on the 
way to Mymensingh. 

My destination was Bhowal, where lived an enlightened 
Hindu landholder, called Kali Narain Rai, who was 
anxious to be on good terms with the official and all 
other Europeans of respectability, A large portion of 
his estate was situated in the forest jungle; but he resided 
on some clear land at the south-eastern edge of it, where 
he had his old ancestral residence, family temple, etc,, etc. 

He had also, with true Oriental hospitality, added to 
his house a building in the European style, for the use 
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of Europeans; and in this my wife and child, whom I had 
taken with me, and myself were located, He did not 
appear at first, as he said he would pay his respects to us 
after we had bathed and brealfasied, The walls of his 
drawing-room were covered with some icn engravings 
of English pictures, and I was amused to observe that 
they were all duplicates, There were two of “The Mo- 
narch of the Glen,” two of “Bolton Abbey in the Olden 
Time,” two of “The Mecting of Blucher and Wellington 
after Waterloo,” etc, etc, I suppose he must have pro- 
cured them through some native agent in Calcutta, 

In due time he came in, and, afler some conversation, 
took my wife to see his wives, into whose presence I, of 
course, was not permitted to go, She told me there were 
three of them, of very different ages, and all exceedingly 
pretty. He had had children by cach, and explained to 
her which belonged to which. All this she thought rather 
curious. 

As I have observed before, we English in India are 
accused of keeping aloof from native society; but the 
blame does not rest with us, It is attributable to caste 
prejudices, and the seclusion of women, Here was this 
man, most anxious to be civil and hospitable; but his 
religion forbad him to let me see his wives or daughters, 
and himself to eat or drink with me Probably, also, 
he underwent a purification after each interview, for he 
was a high Brahmin. However, as I stayed some days 


here, and had about two interviews with him daily, we . 


gradually became very confidential, 
One day I went to his cutcherry, where he was sup- 


A Curiosity, 157 


posed to settle rent disputes, leases, etc, ; but where also, 
no doubt, he dispensed justice in many matters with a 
good deal more arbitrary power than I could assume. We 
find it impossible to prevent landholders assuming magis- 
terial powers in, cases arising among their own tenants; 
and they fine them freely for their own benefit, This, 
of course, is wrong; but I believe that in general sub- 
stantial justice is done, and in petty matters suitors are 
saved the trouble and inconvenience of coming to a distant 
Court, Occasionally, pressure is put on tenants to prevent 
their going to the legitimate Courts; and this we do our 
best to put a stop to if we find it out. 

Of course nothing of this sort was done during my 
presence at the cutcherry; but while I was there, a vil- 
lager came up with a little baby in his arms, to show 
to Kali Narain. The poor little thing had been born 
without arms or legs, We expressed our opinion as to 
its being a curiosity. 

“Itis a great misfortune,” said the father. “It isa girl, 
it will not be married, for I cannot afford a dowry; and it 
will not be able to work, and get its own living.” And he 
went on grumbling. 

“Perhaps you would like to kill it?” interrupted Kali 
Narain, 

A broad grin came over the parent's countenance. 

“If your Highness's opinion be favourable, that was my 
intention,” he replied. 

And no doubt that was the order he most wished for; 
and had Kali Narain given it, the child would have been 
keilled, and no official, except the village chowkeydar, 
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’ 
would have heard of it. But Kali Narain told him that 
T was the Hakim; he must take care of the child, and he 
would help to support it. If any harm happened to it, he 
would be punished. The man went away a good deal 
crest-fallen, 

, We walked back to the house, and I took the oppor- 
tunity of telling my host how pleased I was to sec that he 
had no cases ih any of the criminal courts, We said,— 

“No, not now; when I was young and hot-blooded, 
I used to fight, and have these cases; but it was anxious 
and undignified work. I had zo catch hold of the feet of 
inferior and low caste men, police officials, and others, 
Now I am old, and I go to the civil court. Besides, I am 
no longer at enmity with Davis Sahib.” 

Mr. Davis was the largest European landholder in this 
part of Bengal. He had come into the neighbourhood 
a poor man; but had gradually managed to acquire a 
very large area of land. He had been constantly in the 
criminal and civil courts, and had many a battle with 
Kali Narain, having assisted some of his quarrelsome 
shareholders against him. Kali Narain had at last man- 
aged to get a batwatrah of his own share, that is, to get 
it separated from the estate held in joint tenancy in 
common; and so Davis could no longer annoy him 
through them, He continued,— 

“Davis Sahib was a bad enemy to ‘fight with, in the 
civil courts too. Once he had obtained illegal posses- 
sion of some land of mine, and we had fought it in every 
possible way in the criminal court, and finally had recourse 
to the civil court. I was the plaintiff, and the case came 
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before the Sudder Ameen, who decided it against me. 
Now I knew that I was justly entitled to adecree, Davis 
Sahib had ousted me from possession by force; and I had 
tried to regain. possession by force, but failed. However, 
in the civil court I felt sure there would be no doubt; and 
yet this decree was given against me. 

“So I went into Dacca, and called on the Sudder 
Ameen (the subordinate Civil Judge). He sent out to 
say that he had a headache, and could not see me. I 
was young and hot-blooded at the time, and I stood in 
the court-yard, and shouted in a loud voice, ‘Is the 
Sudder Ameen so ashamed of the unjust decree that he 
has given against Kali Narain, that he is aftaid to see 
him?’ 

“The Sudder Ameen heard this, as I intended, and sent 
out, begging me to come in. So I went in, and he said,— 

“Abuse me, abuse all my female relations,.and I will’ 
mbrace your feet ; but do not ruin me’ 

“I replied, ‘Why have you given this unjust decree, 
when you knew that the land was mine?’ 

“ He said, ‘The fact is, am a poor man; and I have a 
small estate, which is surrounded on two sides by Davis 
Sahib’s land. I dare not give a decree against him, as 
he would certainly somehow get my estate, But you 
can appeal to the Sudder Court in Calcutta, I have 
given my decree, ‘but I have not written my grounds of 
decision; and J will so write these that my order must be 
upset on appeal,’ 

As a fact,” added Kali Narain, “it was so upset. 

“ Another time,” be went on, “there was a great slot 


160 Life in the Mofussit. 


here: just over there (pointing to a spot a few hundred 
yards distant). One of my shareholders was fighting with 
me, and Davis Sahib had taken up his side, and advanced 
him money on loan, They put up a cutcherry just there, in 
sight of my house, and I could not stand it, There was a 
great fight, and they do say that seven men were killed, 

“T was not here, though of course the other side had 
many witnesses to swear that I was present on an ele- 
phant, directing the men on my side, Both parties made 
complaints to the police; and I was at first arrested as a 
principal, and actually kept in custody for two days, 

“But I was teleased on bail; for on the day of the riot, 
I had taken care to be in Dacca, and had paid visits of 
ceremony to the Commissioner Sahib, the Collector Sahib, 
and the Judge Sahib, and they were all witnesses to 
my alibe. 

“But I will open the whole of, my heart to you, I once 
paid out Davis Sahib well. 

“I was in Dacca, in my house there, when a man came 
in to inform me that one of my elephant-drivers had been 
standing up on the back of his elephant, to cut some 
branches of a fig-tree for him; that the elephant had 
moved" on, and he had fallen on a heap! of bricks lying 
below; had broken his leg, and bruised himself very 
severely. 5 ‘ 7 

"My Foujdari Mookhtyar (Criminal Court Attorney) 
was present, and heard this. ‘Wait a little,’ he said, ‘and 
we will have a splenditl egse against Davis Sahib,’ 

“That evening, the wounded man was brought in to me, 
and he told the following story,— 
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“°-Vesterday, I was coming in from, Bhowal’ to Dacca, 
with 50ors, in money for the expenses of the house in 
Dacea, When I got near Toongee, I met two of Davis 
Sahib’s gomastahs (agents) and fifteen or sixteen men, 
They asked me where I was going. 

“*T said, “To Dacca,”’ 

“6 What for ?? 

“‘To take money for Baboo Kali Narain's ee penses 
there,’ 

“Then the gomastahs gave the order to seize me. I 
called out, “Duhai;” but they dragged me off my elephant, 
beat me, as you see, broke my leg, and plundered the 
money, There were two or three villagers near, who saw 
this; and my assistant driver, who ran away and escaped 
unhurt? 

“This complaint, which my mookhtyar had taught the 
man, was then brought in court, and so well supported 
that its truth could not be questioned. The medical 
evidence, also, was to the effect that the injuries might 
have been received in the manner described, The agents, 
and some ten other servants of Davis Sahib, were in 
custody of the charge, The then magistrate, Mr 
Beauchamp (this awas" ten or twelve years ago), “seemed 
to suspect something; for he himself went to Tongee to 
trytand get independent evidence on the spot. But my, 
mooklityar had been beforehartd with him; for he weit" 
there first, and instructed*the neighbours what to sys c 

“ Accordingly, when,he. ancivdth there, and made fnqui- 
ries, they said, “Yes, they had seen a man coming* on ah 
elephant on the day in question ; and that a party of men 
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had met nim and dragged him off his elephant. They 
did not recognise who they were, though they thought 
they were some of Davis Sahib’s servants; and they had 
not taken any further trouble in the matter,’ 

“What more could the Hakim do? He was bewil- 
dered. 

“While the case was yet pending, Davis Sahib came to 
pay mea visit, After salutations, he said, ‘ali Narain, I 
want to talk to you about this false case pending against 
my setvants,’ 

“(What false case?’ I said, ‘You have no right to say 
any case of mine is false,’ 

“Ohl? said Davis, ‘you know it is false, and I have 
been to the gaol and talked to my servants, and I know 
quite well it is all false. How can you do such a thing? 
We worship the same God, though we call Him by a 
different name; and you must know that God will be 
very angty with you for this,’ 

“God, doubtless, will be a little angry,’ I said ; “but I 
must risk that, for I have got two of your agents and ten 
of your employds in prison, and it is too*good a thing to 
let slip’. * . 

“You must compromise the case, he said; ‘and we 
will try and settle matters amicably, Here is a Bible. I 
kiss it now, and I promise not to take any advantage of 
you; but you must let me tell Beauchamp to send for 
you, and you will throw some light upon the case’ 

“T was at length persuaded, and I sent for my mookh- 
tyar, and told him I thought’I would consent to com- 
promise the case. 
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: 

“But, said he, ‘what is to become of Davis Sahib’s 
false cases against us?’ 

“*T did not know there were any false cases,’ said 
Davis; ‘but my mookhtyar is outside. Call him in, and 
ask him? 

“We did so,and the man said, ‘Yes; there are three 
small cases, Baboo Kali Narain has such a heavy case 
against us, that I was obliged to do something,’ 

“ «Have them compromised at once,’ said Davis. 

“We then finally settled that he should ask Beauchamp 
to send for me; and he did so. 

“(Kali Narain, he said, ‘you have something to tell me 
about this case.” 

“Ves I said; ‘I fear it is not based upon truth,’ 

“Why did you let it go on so long then ?’ 

“¢Oh! I have only just found out the details’ I then 
told him the principal facts, and he allowed ihe case to 
be compromised. Davis Sahib and myself settled many 
matters without fighting after this,” 

The above narrative loses something, of course, by its 
translation from the original Bengali in which it was told ; 
but it strikes me as very characteristic of the way in which 
contending partics are in the habit of conducting their liti- 
gation, and it is seldom one has an opportunity of getting 
behind the scenes in this way, I should not have been told 
all this if it had not occurred many years before, It seemed 
to me curious that this nobleman of ancient lineage, and 
thoroughly respectable, did not appear to see that there 
was anything dishonourable in allowing false cases of this 
sort to be got up in his favour. I may add, that under the 
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existing law, no compromise in such a case could have 
been allowed. 

On our return from Bhowal to the Sudder station, we 
stopped at Toongee, which is just half-way to Dacca, and 
there we found Saunders and Lang, with two men from the 
regiment, who had come out for a Saturday's pig-sticking, 
I had ordered a tent and my hotses to be sent there, so 
that we were able to join the party, It beipg the cold 
weather, we could stop out all day Jong; and at Toongee, 
by some curious coincidence, there were always two boars 
ready to give us a run, 

On this occasion Saundeis’ elephants were ptesent, and 
one of the officers, Bayley by name, was riding one of them: 
so there were only thiee of us on horseback. My wife was 
a spectator from the steadiest elephant. We had had one 
gallop after a tolerable sized boar, and had started another 
which we had refrained from pursuing, as too small for our 
spears. We were watching him making his way across a 
rice field to a distant patch of jungle, when all of a sudden 
atiger sprang up and, with a roar, gave the poor pig a blow 
with his paw on the side of the head. He then stood and 
looked at us, his tail lashing his sides, Bayley had a tifle. 
“Shoot,” we all shouted, But to our surprise he was para- 
lyzed with fear. “Take me on to the howdah elephant,” 
was all he could say. No shot was fired; and the tiger 
trotted contemptuously away. On riding up to the pig, 
we found him dead, with one side of his head smashed in. 

We got one more boar after this; but I had no share in. 
either. After a pleasant evening in tents, we rode and’ 
drove merrily into Dacca the next morning. Bayleyy, what 
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had bragged a good deal of his sporting exploits, was 
much subdued, 

We had many more of these Saturdays at Toongee; 
but as at Christmas time the courts were closed for a 
week, Saunders, Lang, Pecl, the Banker, and myself planned 
an expedition fuither afield, across the great Megna to 
the district of Tipperah, where the pigs are famous and the 
patches of, jungle surrounding the villages are long but 
natrow, so that with judicious riding a boar once started 
may be foiced 1ight through, 

We sent our horses down to Naraingunge on the moin- 
ing of Thusday, to go on before us in a country boat, while 
we were to follow in the afteinoon in a comfortable bud- 
gerow. Our tents had gone ahead the previous day. The 
passage acioss to Doudkandee, on the Tipperah side, takes 
about five hours under favourable circumstances, About 
2 pam. we reaghed Naraingunge, and the first sight that 
caught our eyes at the place of embarkation, were three of 
our horses, standing in the water with their tails turned to 
the boat, into which the giooms had for some six hours 
been in vain trying to make them go. 

Two of them belonged to Saunders, who had experience 
enough to expect something of this sort, but whose 
patience at once gave way, and who wished to give up 
the expedition and return. But before his outburst had 
ceased, Lang was up to his waist in the water; and his 
Anglo-Saxon energy in a very short time produced its 
usual matvellous effect, for in less than half an hour 
the three recalcitrant quadrupeds were on board, and the 
boats had started, We followed, and reached our tents 
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gleaming in the moonlight on the banks of the mighty 
river about 8 p.m. 

The khabar, or news of pigs was good; and we rose 
early in eager anticipation of sport. Saunders, a glutton 
for sport, began by counselling moderation, saying we 
had better begin aout 11, and leave off about 3, I ac- 
cordingly took my gun, and in a very short time had 
bagged three brace of quail, As there had been a severe 
drought in the North-West, and the country about here 
was unusually dry, there was a good sprinkling of these 
birds about, However, on nearing the tents, I found 
Saunders had hurried on breakfast; and as a fact we 
were in the saddle and on our way to the cover side by 
9.30. Saunders’ elephants were there, and we had about 
two hundred beaters. 

The first day we got five boars, The first three were 
small, the fourth was larger. We saw innumerable sows ; 
but it would be as wicked to hunt these as it would to kill 
a vixen at home. It was exciting work, waiting at the side 
of the jungle for the rush, out of our game; and I could 
feel my horse’s heart beatihg as if it would burst the girths. 

At length a rather larger boar niade his appearance, with 
his white tusks gleaming in a most attractive yet menacing 
way. “Hold hard,” said Saunders, “let him get well out,” 
So we gave him about 150 yards’ start, and then after him 
as hard as we could lay legs to the ground. We were 
riding through longish grass, and of course could not see 
any holes or other obstacles in our course, This is one 
thing which makes this sport dangerous, Both Lang and 
Peel came to grief. - We three others pressed the animal 
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hard, but he managed to get to a narrow strip of jungle 
about half a mile off. “Separate,” shouted Saunders, “I 
will try and crash through.” So the Banker and myself went 
round each end of the strip and there waited. In a minute 
or so we saw our boar emerge, and close after him crashed 
out Saunders, It was now a race for first spear, Saunders 
was nearest to the boar, but his horse was running away 
with him ; the animal doubled to the right, and he shot on, 
This let in McVittie (the Banker); and I saw him give a 
hasty prod with his spear, which I hoped had missed. My 
Arab had a lovely mouth, and I managed to get him sharp 
round as the boar doubled again to the right, shot in front 
of McVittie, and with a lucky thrust spined him. The poor 
beast died instantancously. 

“Good spear!” said Saunders, who had just managed 
to get round, “Your pig, Gordon. No, it isn’t,” he added ; 
“there is a scratch on the rump; it is McVittic’s.” And so 
it was, for McVittie’s prod had made a scratch sufficient to 
draw blood ; and according to the rules of the sport the pig 
belonged to him. This was somewhat disappointing to me. 

Tt was now 4.30; but Saunders’ ideas of moderation had 
vanished, and he determined to draw one more cover, We 
did so for some time without success, and had given up the 
idea of further sport, Indeed, I had handed my spear lo 
my groom, and had got a hundred yards from the cover 
in the direction of the tents when I heard a tremendous 
shouting behind me, and looking back saw the beaters and 
village spectators fying in all directions, while a very large 
boar was cantering off across a good open bit of country. 
I turned round, caught my spear from my syce as I passed 
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him at full gallop, and got a godd start, as the others had 
dismounted or had mounted their ponies. I got up to the 
boar all alone, and tried to give him such a thrust as I had 
given the previous one; but, whether my spear was blunt 
or his hide unusually tough,’ I could not get it through his 
skin, Lang came up while I was thus bungling, and 
managed to send his spear in; and now the others came 
‘too, and between us we had at one time five spears broken 
into the animal's body, He stood at bay; and as it was 
dangerous to tide up to him with five jagged stumps pro- 
ijecting from him, we dismounted, and advancing shoulder 
to shoulder so despatched him. He was a brave animal, 
and died without a groan, It turned out that my first 
Spear had given him a scratch sufficient to draw blood, 
so that this, the best boar of the meet, fell to me, though 
Lang had really stopped him. It was quite dark when 
we got to our tents, 
The next day was a somewhat exciting one for me; our 
first boar was killed without much difficulty, The second 
wag a fine fellow, with tremendous tusks. Saunders and I 
“got well away with him ; but he doubled so quickly that we 
both shot’ past him., I got round first, as Saunders' horse. 
“Remand” was again pulling his arms off, I had just 
got over the boar, and my spear was descending, when 
- Saunders rushed clean past me, knocking my spear on one 
side, fortunately without injury to himself, saying “I can’t 
hold him,” and disappeared in the distance, The boar had 
jinked again, and I now found Lang alongside me. 
In front of us was a yawning nullah, and beyond it a 
narrow fiinge of jutigle. Lang's horse was overweighted, 
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’ 
and J really don’t know how I negotiated the nullah ; but 
I found myself the other side. I rode round the end of 
the jungle, and some peasants shouting showed me the 
diection the boar had taken; and he was evidently making 
for a piece of impenetrable jungle a good mile off. My 
horse was getting a bit blown; but I pressed him on, and 
in a short time could perceive the boar's black back bob-« 
bing up and down among the rice stubble. 

As I neared him, I saw a cow tethered in front of him. 
The cow got fiightened,'and made a rush which tightened 
het rope; and the boar, crossing the line at the moment, 
got tripped up and thrown on his back. He was up, in a 
second, and with that grunt “uh! wh!” denoting congen- 
trated rage, charged the cow, knocked her clean. off "gt 
legs, and then went on for the jungle. 

This helped me; and when he was about twenty yards 
fiom his asylum I was only about the same distance 
behind him, I don't think I could have caught him; but 
his rage now got the better of him; he turned rountl, and 
with another “uh] uh” charged me like a flash of light- 
ning. My horse was cowageous in company, kut timid 
alone, and, he was also quite blown, I jammed in my 
spurs, as the only safety in these cases is to meet the 
charge at full speed; but he stood stock still, and all I 
could do was to hold my spear as tight and straight as I 
coyld, The result was, that the spear was knocked aside 
like an ordinary stick, the boar made good his charge, and 
upset us, My horse bolted, and the boar went after him 
in his first impulse of qage, but came back to me almost 
immediately. I had ‘pregence of mind to lie perfectly 
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still, for these brave animals never attack dead things, I 
was at his mercy, for he could have sliced me up with his 
tusks, which I felt touch me as he sniffed round me. It 
was only for a second or two, though it scemed much 
longer, and then he walked slowly into the jungle, 

I waited a minute or two, until I felt confident that he 
would not return, then got up and walked after my horse 
in the direction from whence I had come. (I soon met 
McVittie, who had caught him and was somewhat anxious 
about me, We found the cow had received a slight gash 
only. Lang soon came up, much annoyed with me for 
letting the pig of[—though I really don't see how I could 
have helped it,—and soon after him Saunders, who had 
changed his horse. 

He had had an escape from being killed, having been 
run away with through groves of trees and broken ground 
in a village. The horse was a fine chestnut Arab, but 
when he got excited he was quite impossible to hold, 
Saunders had bought him, when a Judge himself, from the 
Chief Justice of Bengal; and as many of his cases had 
been returned to him for revision by that functionary, he 
had christened him “Remand.”, After this he sent him 
to Calcutta for sale. The horse dropped down dead in 
the street on his way to the stables, and a fost mortem 
examination showed that he was suffering from an abscess 
on the brain, which accounted for his terribly excitable 
nature, It was well that he had not killed Saunders, 

That night we had a good deal of talk about pig-stick- 
ing. Saunders deplored the good old times, when we 
should certainly have got thirty boars instead of eight, and 


A Ride into Comilla. 171 


much larger ones, In his enthusiasm he went so far as to 
say that shooting boars ought to be made penal; and he 
animadverted severcly on the practice among the villagers 
here of keeping a shikarree and supplying him with 
powder and shot, Lang fully agreed with him; but this 
was after-dinner talk, 

Pig-sticking has, certainly, grand sensations for the pig- 
sticker—the element of danger, no slight one, very much 
enhancing the pleasure of the sport; but it is a somewhat 
cruel way of killing an animal, The pigs themselves are a 
terrible pest; and a herd of these will root up whole crops 
in anight. If not well kept down, they get very ferocious, 
and frequently attack villagers without fear; and it is 
absurd to think that any restriction should be’ placed on 
their slaughter for the sake of the amusement of a few 
Europeans, 

The next day, being Sunday, we employed in riding into 
Comilla, the head station of the Tipperah district, some 
thitty miles off. We had to swim our horses across a very 
broad river e route; and Pecl was very nearly carried 
away by the stream, On the Monday we played a rather 
motley cricket match, and had a ball in the evening with 
about twenty men and six ladies. But our welcome was 
most hearty, and we thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. We 
rode back to Doudkandee, about thirty-six miles, the next 
morning, and there took boat for Dacca by the way of 
Naraingunge, reaching home in the evening, 

These breaks in the monotony of Mofussil life are most 
revivifying, and we came back full of health and spirits, 
But in our absence sad things had occurred. One of the 
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Judge's children had died of choleia; and on the night of 
the same day the eldest daughter of the Principal of the 
College had been burned to death, her light muslin dress 
having been caught by the flame of a candle, The Clergy- 
man was away, affording spiritual aid to the neighbouring 
district of Mymensingh, and the bereaved fathers had to 
read the funeral service over each others’ children. Truly 
these calamities press doubly hard in India. 


CHAPTER V. 
AT DACCA, 


ANNUAL CRIMINAL RETURNS,—JUDICIAL ORSTRUCTIONS.-AN IL- 
LUSTRATIVE CASE.—STATISTICS.—-SETTLEMENT WORK.—LAW OT 
ALLUVION.— REVENUE RETURNS.—-INCOME TAX.—A BRATIMIN 
CONVERT,-~-REMITTANCES OF SILVER.—DACCA JUNGLE,—A SPORT 
ING EXPEDITION IN THE RAINY SEASON.—BARUNI FAIR,—SUDDEN 
DEPARTURE FROM DACCA.—ACCUSED OF EXTORTION BY TELI- 
GRAM, 


AND now the time approached for the preparation of my 
annual Magisterial returns, These are supposed to em- 
body all statistics connected with crime and criminal 
administration during the year, and are due one month 
after the close of the year. The figures, of course, are 
based on the monthly and quarterly returns previously 
submitted ; but their compilation is a work of considerable 
labour, and great is the anxiety until it be ascertained that 
the figures tally properly. The District Superintendent 
of Police prepared his returns independently, and it was 
necessary that his figures and those of my office should 
agree, 

Then again, one set of my returns went up to the High 
Court, who commented on them from a judicial, and 
another to the Commissioner, and through him to the 
Bengal Government, who commented upon them from an 
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executive point of view. They were generally sent back 
from one or other of these offices for revision and correc- 
tion; and we never got off without some explanations 
being called for. The High Court would generally ob- 
serve that the District Magistrate had not tried enough 
cases himself, But I have remarked upon this point 
befére, They would also calculate the proportion of 
convictions to acquittals in cases of commijment to the 
Sessions Courts by each Magisterial Officer, and also that 
of orders upheld and reversed in appealable cases, and 
mathematically deduce a favourable or unfavourable 
opinion from the calculation. 

In fact, the connection of us executive officers with 
the High Court was generally the reverse of agreeable or 
interesting, and we were a good deal bothered by the ideas 
of the individual Judges who from time to time presided 
over the English Department, as it was called, which 
included the general supervision of the provincial courts, 

Eg, In committing a man for trial for murder, we 
Magistrates had to draw up @ charge in the following 
form — 

“J, A, B, Magistrate of Dacca, declare that there is 
hereby made against Z. the charge that he, on, or about 
the eighth day of June, at Dacca, committed murder by 
causing the death of Y.; and that he has thereby committed 
an offence punishable under Sec. 302 of the Indian Penal 
Code, and within the cognizance of the Court of Sedsion. 
And I hereby direct that he be tried by the said Court on , 
the said charge.” : 

This is the form given in the Code of Criminal : Pro- 
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cedure ; but in the Indian Penal Code the section defining 
the crime of murder is followed by five exceptions, any 
one of which would render the crime less than murder; as 
in cases of grave or sudden provocation, exercise of the 
tight of self-defence, or act done in discharge of duty as 
public servant, or where the person killed is above cightecn 
years of age and suffers or takes the risk of the death at 
his own consent (case of a widow allowing herself to be 
burned on the funeral pile of het husband), 

For about a year the Judge presiding over the English 
Department considered that in our charges we must ex- 
pressly state the absence of these exceptions, and conse- 
quently, instead of the simple form above given, we had to 
frame them as follows :— 

“T, A. B, Magistrate of Dacca, declare that there is 
hereby made against Z, the charge that he, on or about the 
eighth day of June, at Dacca, committed murder by caus- 
ing the death of Y,, the said Z, not having been deprived of 
the power of self-control by grave and sudden provocation, 
not having committed the act in the exercise of the right 
of private defence of his person or property, nor as a 
public servant, nor in aid of a public servant, nor in a 
sudden fight or quarrel, and the said Y. not suffering death 
with his own consent ; and that he has thereby committed 
an offence punishable under,” ete, etc. 

Tt. .is very difficult to translate such a form into Hindu- 
stant ‘or Bengali, so as to make it intelligible to even an 
educated person; to the ordinary villager it was utterly 
incomprehensible, 

Saunders was a Judge at the time this order was in 
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force, and all Sessions’ trials commence by reading over 
the charge to the prisoner, who is called upon to plead 
guilty or not guilty. After much experience, Saunders 
sent a remonstrance to the High Court, saying that charges 
framed in this form were unintelligible to most people, and 
that thete was always one person who never could be got 
to understand them, viz, the unfortunate prisoner at the 
bar, He was wigged for want of respect ; but shortly after- 
wards the obnoxious order was withdrawn, the form laid 
down in the Criminal Procedure Code was considered 
sufficient, and the absence of all exceptions was assumed, 
unless their presence was expressly stated. 

Another case may illustrate how judicial technicalities 
interfered with the prompt administration of justice. 

_ Saunders, when a Magistrate, was out on a pig-sticking 
expedition, and was pursuing the boar into a village, where 
it had taken refuge among some huts, He was pulled up 
by a Hindu suppliant, who threw himself in front of his 
horse, “ Justice,” he cried ; “Peer Baksh (2 Mohammedan) 
has carried off Iny wife, and has got her in his house there, 
and says he will kill me if I try to go near her,” 

Saunders was putting a few questions to the man, when 
ascream was heard, the door of the house indicated was 
opened, and a beautiful, Hindu woman ran out, followed 
by a tall Mohammedan. “That is my wife,” said the 
suppliant, and rushed to her, The Mohammedan saw 
nothing in his rage but the obnoxious husband, and felled 
him to the ground with a club he had in his hand. 

Saunders réde up and collared him, took him to his 
tent close by, tried him then and there, and gave him two 
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years’ imprisonment, stating in his decision what he had 
himself seen, 

The convict appealed to the Judge of the district, who 
reversed Saunders’ order, on the ground that he ought not 
in his decision to have stated what he himself had seen ; 
but that he should have sent the case before another 
Magistrate, and tendered himself as a witness; and he 
ordered this to be now done, The result was, that the case 
was compromised. 

But this is a sort of thing that bewilders the natives. 
They say, “the Magistrate, in order to decide a case, 
wants to arrive at the truth. How can he get at the truth 
more surely than by seeing the facts with his own eycs? 
And yet when he does so see them, he is not allowed to 
decide the case.” 

But with regard to the returns, I may give a few figures 
for the year, to show that they were no very light matter. 
The total number of magisterial cases of all sorls, ‘“ de- 
cided on trial,” amounted to 5,291; the total of persons 
convicted was 3,233, and acquitted or discharged, 3,089, 
But this does not represent nearly the whole amount of 
work ; for there were instituted directly before the various 
Magistrates, without the intervention of the police, 5,672 
cages. 

These are nearly all of a petly nature, more than half 
false, and if not very carefully dealt with can be made the 
cause of great worry to a large proportion of the popu- 
lation, and of large ‘profit to the swarm of necdy legal 

‘practitionas whd get them up and foster them in every 
possible way. 
VOL. II, N 
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In these cases even the High Court departed from its 
judicial strictness, and issued general instructions to magis- 
terial officers to test all complaints very carefully before 
granting summonses for the appearance’of accused persons. 
We Magistrates were glad enough to go beyond the letter 
of their instructions in this respect; but, judicially speak- 
ing, I do not see how we could arrive dt a correct decision 
as to the merits of a man’s complaint withoyt examining 
his witnesses and such proof as he might wish to offer, 
But if we sent for the witnesses before sending for the 
defendants, and, after hearing their evidence, considered 
there were grounds for issue of process, we should have 
to compel them to attend again in the presence of the 
defendants ; and this would give us double woik and the 
witnesses double trouble, 

Tf, on the other hand, we summoned the defendants at 
once, the case would probably prove false, and our returns 
would look very bad with an enormous number of indi- 
viduals summoned, and a very small propottion convicted, 
Native Deputy Magistrates, who always had an eye to the 
appearance of their returns, rather than anything else, had 
recourse to all sorts of dodges to make them look well, 

Afterwards, when the subdivision of Baraset was under 
my control, and a native Deputy Magistrate in charge, 
rather a good officer than otherwise, I observed that his 
returns showed an exceptionally good proportion of con- 
victions to acquittals, and I inquiied into the reason, I 
found that his plan was, when a case of this sort was insti- 
tuted, to send notice to the defendants that the case of the 
plaintiff would be heard on a certain day, and that, “2f 
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they liked,” they could be present. Ile did not consider 
this a regular summons; and if they appeared, and were 
acquitted, he did not enter them in his returns at all; if 
convicted, they went to swell the number of convictions, 
To this, of course, I was obliged to put a stop. 

With reference to the 5,672 cases above mentioned, I- 
find that only 5,174 accused were summoned, that only 
3,756 actually appeared, and that of these 1,734 were con- 
victed, It is probable that at least 20,000 accused were 
mentioned by name in these cases, as if a man has even a 
verbal quarrel with another, he will rush off and accuse his 
whole family probably of house trespass and plunder; and 
the number of persons summoned, therefore, shows that 
these complaints were carefully sified. After summons, 
too, a good many cases are compromised or struck off in 
default of the appearance of the parties, 

This species of litigation is no doubt a great evil, and in 
my opinion ought to be checked, to the extent even of 
discouraging a few individuals who have real cause of 
complaint in small matters fiom rushing into Cowl. 

Dacca itself was a most litigious place; and on an aver. 
age ten cases of the above nature used to be filed in my 
Court every Court-day. To check this, I adopted the 
plan of not making over to Lang the power of receiving 
these complaints while I was absent on my district tours, 
but compelled the suppliants for justice to follow me 
about, The result was, that the number of institutions 
dwindled down from fifty or sixty to. about four per week 
during my tours; and I did not find any accumulation on 
my return, 
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I considered myself justified in doing this, as, if any- 
thing really serious did occur, the aggrieved party could 
go at once to the police; and I believed that every in- 
stitution of a petty complaint thus avoided was a gain. 
Further, this procedure was a necessity in the subdivisions 
where the subdivisional Magistrates had no one to leave in 
charge while they were out on tour, so that I only brought 
the facilities for litigation in the head-quartexs’ subdivi- 
sion down to a level with those in the others. 

In addition to the ciiminal statistics, the return of the 
pounds and ferries, the zemindarree dak (district post), 
and the road report had all to be prepared at this time. 
This last did not give very much trouble, as the total 
amount available for expenditure on roads and canals was 
only 42,000 per annum, not mugh for an area of about 
3,000 square miles, 

The financial year in India does not end on the 31st 
of December, but the 31st of March; and thus we district 
officers were relieved from the task of preparing our 
Magisterial and Collectorate returns simultaneously. 
These latter were made up to the 31st of March, and 
were due on the ist of May. They were much more 
numerous and complicated than the others, 

Having got my Magisterial returns despatched, I started 
on tour again with a view to getting as much “ Settlement” 
work completed as possible before the end of the financial 
year, 

This isa very heavy item in the Eastern Bengal dis- 
tricts, the big Ganges and Brahmapootra, with their 
various offshoots (as I have mentioned before), cut into 
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the soft alluvial soil like so much sugar, and, with capri- 
cious oscillations from side to side of their broad channels, 
create many new and destroy many old estates, cither 
wholly or ‘partially, each rainy season, 

The Jaw on this point is, that the new land belongs to 
the riparian proprietor of the estate to which it is an 
accretion; and it is considered an accretion if any part 
of the channel between it and the neighbouring bank is 
fordable at any time during the year. An island with 
unfordable channels on every side, is the property of 
Government. 

If the estate destroyed were permanently settled, that 
is to say, the revenue payable to Government were fixed 
in perpetuity, the result would be, that the owner would 
allow it to be sold in default of payment, in accordance 
with the revenue law. It would be bought by Government 
at the auction for the upset price of 1 r, or 2s,; the 
estate would be searched for, not found, and so struck off 
the revenue roll. I have bought on behalf of Government 
many an estate in this way, shown in the roll as comprising 
many thousand acres, for the sum of 2s, There was, how- 
ever, often collusion with the native Ameens sent out to 
make inquities in these matters, and I have more than once 
recovered estates, or porlions of them, supposed to be 
entirely gone, 

On this occasion I travelled by boat; and this was the 
best time of year for the purpose, as the rivers were now 
at their lowest, and channels, if ever fordable, were so now, 
The procedure for taking possession of an island, was to 
erect a bamboo post and claim it in the name of Govern- 
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ment, We would then settle it with a farmer at a low rate 
of 1ent, say 44d. an acre, for five years; and after that 
we woilld sell the proprietary sight by auction, the pu- 
chaser acquiring the ownership of the land subject to a 
fixed annual revenue payable to the Government. Buying 
these islands was very speculative work, for one thousand 
actes might in the following year become a hundred thou- 
sand, or might disappear altogether. 

Tt was very often exceedingly difficult to get exact 
evidence as to the channels being fordable or not at any 
time of the yeay, as it was not possible to fix the date on 
which the water would be at its lowest, and theie was no 
received interpretation of the word “ fordable.” On one 
occasion, I recollect, a riparian proprietor claimed an is- 
land as an accretion to his estate because a retainer of his, 
seven feet high (a giant) had once forded the channel, 

Disputes on these points involved us Collectors in end- 

fess litigation, We generally won the cases we thought 
fit to contest ; but occasionally it was almost impossible to 
decide who was in the right. 
_ Another phase of this work was the renewal of “settle- 
ments” of estates, the proprietary right of which still 
remained with Govérnment, and the revenue (or rent) of 
which had only been fixed for a term of ycars. There 
were always a great number of these pending, and at each 
re-settlement it was thought that the Collector should 
demand an enhanced rate of rent. 

The procedure was, to send out an Ameen as early in 
the cold weather as the state of the country would allow, 
to measure the estate and draw a map showing the various 
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descriptions of land, and suggesting rates of rent for cach 
species. When his papers were ready, the Collector himself 
or some Deputy Collector to whom the case had been 
transferred, would proceed to the spot and test the Ameen’s 
work. He would then forward a report to the Collector, 
which, if approved, he would send on to the Commissioner, 
recommending the settlement proposed to be confirmed, 
In estates garrying a rental of over £50 a year, the sanc- 
tion of the Board of Revenue was necessary. 

But in the course of such an inquiry no end of difficulties 
were likely to occur. In the first place, the farmer would 
probably object to the rates fixed by the Ameen (if the 
Ameen did his work honestly), and the decision of the 
Deputy Collector on this point could be appealed to the 
Collector, and that of the Collector to the Commissioner. 
Then very possibly there would be a dispute as to boun- 
daries. A neighbouring proprietor would claim part of 
the Government estate as an accretion to his own, This 
point again could be appealed through Collector and 
Commissioner to the Board of Revenuc, and then be 
fought out in the Civil Courts from the Sudder Ameen 
through the District Judge to the Iligh Court. 

It not unfrequently happened, that while such litigation, 
was pending, the whole estale was swept away, or the state 
of things so altered that any decision arrived al was in- 
operative, 5 

The natives disliked the law of alluvion, as laid down 
according to our European ideas, They were always 
eager to attempt to identify the land which had been 
swept away from their property and joincd on to their 
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neighbous'’. If the land could really be identified, it be- 
longed to them still, and the Civil Courts were inclined to 
listen favourably to evidence of identification, as it was 
thought hard that any one should gain at his neighbour's 
expense in this way. But, as far as my experience went, 
che accretion was always brand new sand ; and I could not 
anderstand how this could be identified as the cultivated 
and washed off from the opposite side or higher up the 
‘iver. After all, it was a give-and-take sort of arrange- 
nent; for what one proprietor gained one year, his neigh- 
sour would probably regain at some future time, 

Many atime have I found myself utterly bewildered on 
. wide desert of smooth sand, with the parties vociferating 
‘ound me that a certain channel was or was not the original 
iid channel, that a ceitain tree was or was not the tree 
yom which the boundary line had started, and finally 
obliged to come to a decision for which I could assert no 
‘eason that was really definitely satisfactory to myself. In 
March too the heat and glare on this sand was very trying. 

But yet the settlement of these new lands was less 
laborious than that of old estates which had become the 
propeity of Government either by escheat or default of 
payment of revenue; for in these a multiplicity of sub- 
tenancies had been created, and they all had to be inquired 
into and recorded, as Government allowed all oxisting 
tights to continue. Such cases, however, were of very rare 
yecurrence in my time in Lower Bengal. 

I was glad to get back to the shelter of my house, and to 
‘eel that I had accomplished seventy days of absence from 
iead-quarters out of the ninety prescribed by the Boaid 
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of Revenue. And now came the prepatation of the rc- 
turns on the Revenue side. 

The Board of Revenue very properly considcied their 
prompt submission a test‘of efficient supervision on the 
part of the District Officer, and I always paid special 
attention to this point myself. It will be as well simply 
to enumerate some of the more impo tant, as this will give 
a good idea of the nature of a Collectot's wok, or some 
portion of it, 

1, Abstract of Business, showing among other things 
the amount of correspondence during the year, 

2. The Budget Estimates for the ensuing year. 

3. Proceedings of each Deputy Collector under the Rent 
Laws, 

4, Land Revenue—a very complicated affair, 

5, Excise. 

6. Income Tax, 

7. Management of Estates the piopeity of individuals 
(taken under the charge of Government and managed by 
the Collector), 

8, Management Returns of Wards’ Estates, 

9. Receipts and Disbursements on account of Stamps. 

10, General Administration Report, which included an 
account of our tours both geographical and political, and 
also a report on the conduct and employment of all our 
subordinates above the rank of clerks, I used to find it 
uncommonly difficult to say something different and yel 
tine abouteach. Onc was continually gravitating down to 
the formula, “Has peiformed his duties to my satisfaction.” 
There were various other subjects of minor importance to 
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be reported on, and all these involved innumerable figures 
and entries which it was difficult to make without some 
mistakes. Many of these were discovered in the Commis- 
sioner’s office, through whom they went to the Board, where 
further errors were found out, and revisions and explana- 
tions demanded. 

L used to think myself very lucky if all difficulties were 
over by the end of May, and very often some particular 
return would come back to worry me’ for two months 
later, ‘ 

A great deal has been said and written about the Income 

Tax, which was finally repealed in 1872, I believe that 
the parties who suffered most under it were the District 
Collectors, for they not only had to pay it to the uttermost 
farthing, in common with other officials, but had to collect 
it too. : 
I cannot say that it was a satisfactory tax ; but yet I do 
not believe there was much oppression under it, certainly 
not enough to justify the very loud clamour against it, 
which I believe was raised chiefly by Europeans and 
“English-speaking natives in the big towns, who could 
make themselves heard through the English press, 

Yet I think it was collected in rather a happy-go-lucky 
way; but had our staff been multiplied by ten, Ido not 
think we could have got all details strictly worked out. 

One great mistake was, that the nature, the amount, and 
even name of the tax was changed from year to year. In 
1867-68 it was called a Licence Tax, in 1868-69 a Certifi- 
cate Tax, and 1869-70 an Income Tax. The natives, in 
common with the officials, complained that they never had 
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time to understand the law; and we Collectors had to make 
continual allowances for this very pardonable ignorance. 

Each year, with the new law, the Government of Bengal 
would frame elaborate new rules, supplemented by further 
instructions from the Board of Revenue, But it was im- 
possible for Collectors to carry these out strictly, for the 
supervision of the assessment and collection of this tax 
was thrown «pon them as an addition to all their other 
work, It ig true that special‘assessors were appointed. In 
‘Dacca I had two; but all appeals from their assessments 
lay to me, and I positively had not the une to go tho- 
roughly into each of these. 

For instance, a shopkeeper assessed, say, on a net income 
of 20,000 rs, a year, would assert his profits to be only 
10,000 rs., and would appeal to me, On the day fixed for 
hearing his appeal, his books would be produced, perhaps 
rising four feet in height from the ground, Had there 
been only one such case, I might have gone all through 
them ; but they were legion, and I had not time to do this. 
Even if I had done so, there was a probability that they 
were books specially prepared for my inspection, and did 
not really represent the man’s business transactions, 

The result, generally, was a guess at what was most likely 
to be a fair decision; and these guesses did not seem on the 
whole to give dissatisfactioi, To illustrate this, I may 
mention that a year later than this, when Collector of the 
neighbouring district of Mymensingh, the agents of all the 
landholders came to me before the commencement of the 
Doorga Poojah, and said, “ Assess our income tax at what 
you like, that we may pay up and scttle the matter before 
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the holidays, and not have to hurry back for the purpose.” 
I replied that I should be most happy to do this; but that 
I was compelled to follow the procedure laid down by the 
law, which necessitated my issuing notices, calling for re- 
turns, etc, etc, They went away sorrowful, but I am bound 
to say that after all they gave me very little trouble. 

I believe that our assessors as a whole did their work 
fairly and honestly 10 the best of their ability. I always 
selected mine from the staff of the Educational Department, 
They were liked, or, at any rate, not dreaded by the people; 
for they never appeared on the scene to inflict punishment 
or to demand money, They came to give, not to take; and 
from their training they seemed to me to have got beyond 
the prevailing idea in the native mind, that power is to be 
used in the first instance for the personal benefit of the 
official. 

Yet it must be admitted that they were very willing to 
leave the Educational for any other line where they would 
have more actual power; though I believe they did not 
misuse that power when they got it. 

In Mymensingh I made special detailed local inquiries 
in all paits of the district, conversing with many persons 
who did not know that I was the hakim, and could not 
find out any instances’ of oppression by the assessors. 

However, just as the native mind had got somewhat 
accustomed to the tax, and we had obtained a certain 
amount of information which would have enabled us to 
collect it better year by year, it was repealed. Not that I 
am sorry for this, for it was an intense relief to district 
officers, and the amount realized from it in India was very 
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disproportionate to the labour and disagreeables involved. 
Among others, the missionaries in some districts raised a 
great outcry against it, on the score that many poor people 
were assessed whose income barely sufficed to find them 
food and clothing. In a very few cases this had becn done, 
though not in the Dacca district ; but it was quite astonish- 
ing to find how the hundreds of oppressed villagers 
mentioned by them dwindled down to three or four on 
inquiry. 

During this hot weather a case came before, me in 
which I felt compelled to act in opposition to the mis- 
sionaries. A Brahmin boy in the neighbouring district 
of Tipperah had been persuaded to leave his home and 
become a convert to Christianity, taking up his quarters 
with a missionary, His father, after some eighteen months, 
induced the boy to consent to return with him, and per- 
suaded him to run away with him secretly, and brought 

him in a boat to Dacca. The missionary went in hot haste 
to the Magistrate’s court at Tipperah, and succeeded in 
inducing him to give a warrant for the apprehension of the 
father, on the charge of abducting the boy from lawful 
guardianship. 

Armed with this, the missionary pursued the parties into 
my district; and as the warrant could not be executed 
therein without my endorsement, came to me for the pur- 
pose, Onhearing the story, I, very much to the indignation 
of the missionary, refused to endorse it, pointing out to 
him that if he could change places with the Brahmin, he 
would probably feel aggrieved at not being allowed to 
bring up his own son in his own religion. If he considered 
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he had any claims, I recommended him to bring a civil 
action, The missionary party, I believe, considered me 


very wicked for this; put I cannot but think that I was 


right. 

the hot months of April, May, and June, and the steamy 
days of July, August, and September passed away without 
any .unusual occurrence, There was a little war on our 
North-Eastern frontier, and one regiment was sent off to 
take part in it, being replaced during its absence by the 
wing of another. 

This gave me some little worl: in the way of sending off 
treasure, etc, for the pay of the troops; but Government 
supplied the steamers, and the steamer captains took 
charge of the money, without any thought of their respon- 
sibility, The first amount I sent off was about 1} lalch, or 
£18,000, in silver, and I had it all placed in bags weighed, 
ete, in accordance with the rules of the Board of Revenue. 
T went to see it safely on board the steamer myself; but 
the captain of the vessel would not even take the trouble 
to see the bags counted, When I remonstrated, “Put it 
all in,” he said, “ and T’ll give you a receipt for whatever 
you say is there.” I suppose that he knew he could trust 
me and even if he could not, he had nothing for Govern- 
ment to take from him, should any defalcation appear 

The sending these masses of silver about was, and is, a 
great expense to Government, The surplus revenues of 
astern Bengal used to come through Dacca on their way 
to Calcutta, At one time the Dacca branch of the Bank 
of Bengal used to take the coin and make a charge for 
remiltance ; but, whether their charges were too high or for 


Stlver Renittances. 1Qt 


some other reason, the Government reverted to its old 
plan of sending its own money down, 

The Bank people used simply to put it on board the’ 
weekly steamer, and get a receipt. Government used to 
send an escort of police, which very much increased the 
expense, In coming down from Mymensingh, for instance, 
of across from Tipperah, the treasure was packed in country 
boats, S000 rs., or £500, in a box ; and to each box was at- 
tached a buoy of bamboo, with a rope, so that if the boats 
upset, which they occasionally did, the buoys might mark 
the site of the sunk treasure, 

T used to look with envious eyes at this moncy going 
to be spent elsewhere, knowing what a litle I had at my 
command for all the many improvements required in the 
territory under my control, 

The Doorga Poojah holidays commenced about the end 
of September this year, and Saunders, as usual, contem- 
plated an expedition against certain wild animals, He 
proposed to ascend the river Bungsee, which flows through 
the northern part of the district and joins the Dullasery 
just above Sabhar, It runs through jungle for the greater 
part of its course, and there is good shooting to be got on 
either bank, This jungle, as I have said before, comes 
right down to the town, and, gaining the mastery in those 
portions which have fallen into ruin, affords an asylum 
to tigers and leopards within a mile of the “ chowk,” or 
central square in the city, 

While I was at Dacca two tigers were killed within 
municipal limits, One of the khedda (elephant-catching) 
establishments had its head-quarters at Dacca, so that we 
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always had elephants available in the non-hunting season. 
But it was very dangerous sport in the vicinity of the town, 
The ground was full of ofd wells, which it was impossible 
to see under the dense jungle that had overgrown them, 
On the Jast occasion that I was out, one elephant went 
head foremost into a well, and sticking there could not be 
extricated, and was killed. It was not carrying a howdah ; 
but on the same day, Peel’s elephant came down with its 
forefoot ina well, Heand all his guns were thrown out, 
and he was a good deal knocked abaut, though not seri- 
ously hut. We killed our tiger that day ; but he cowered 
down among some old masonry ruins, and did not show 
fight. 

On my first proposing to join Saunders on the forth- 
coming expedition, I reccived for reply, “My dear fellow, 
I should bé delighted to have your company, but there 
would always be a bother about mill,” 

At first this rather bewildered: me; but it gradually 
dawned upon me that he supposed I wished to take my 
wife and child with me, and he was afraid that our progress 
would always he stopped in order to wait for mille for the 
Jatter. The rains weie by no means at an end, and the 
country was impracticable except for boats and clephants, 
so that we were to proceed by the former mode of convey- 
ance, and our clophanis to keep as near us as they could, 
In many parts of our route we should probably not be 
able to get milk at all; but even in the neighbourhood of 
villages,—a cutious fact in such a purely agricultural coun- 
try,—il is difficult to get milk before 11 or 12 o'clock in the 
day, as the natives will not milk their cows befo1e that time ; 
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and very often all that isavailable is required for family use 
or sold in advance, so that I frequently had to go without 
milk with cattle in hundreds around me, When stationary 
in tents, this difficulty was less felt ; but when moving along 
in boats it was'very irksome to be kept waiting, and per- 
haps losing a favourable wind, for a supply, 

Saunders’ only notion about children was, that they were 
always wanting milk; and that a child on‘an expedition of 
this sort would be a continual cause of stoppages. How- 
ever, on my assuring him that I had never entertained the 
idea of subjecting my family to these discomforts, he was 
keen to have my company. 

Our journey was a somewhat curious one, We had four 
boats, Saunders the largest, in which we ate and sat. 
Lang and I had one between us; and the Inspector of 
Schools, Cavendish, his own, which he had had built for 
himself, It was not so elaborate as the one lost in the 
Megna, He had come with us for the purpose of botani- 
zing, for he was no sportsman ; but he was a great whist- 
player, and was very useful as such in the afiernoons and 
evenings, The fourth boat was tenanted by Mansell, the 
Magistrate of Mymensingh, who had come down the river 
to meet us, 

It took us Dacca folle two days’ haid work to get to our 
first hunting-ground, a part of the jungle called Pathar- 
gatta, and in the dry season it would have occupied at 
least five, for we should have had to follow the windings of 
the river ; but at this time every ditch became a navigable 
stream, and we were able to make innumerable short cuts, 
which, though they entailed a good deal of bumping and 
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scraping, and the obtrusion of branches through the boat 
windows, saved us some sixty miles in distance. 

It was very hot and muggy, and the insects were almost 
an intolerable nuisance after the lights were lit. It was 
impossible to eat or sit in peace without closing every 
suspicion of an aperture, and thereby making our atmo- 
sphere exceedingly unpleasant. 

Our daily programme was as follows :—Abaut 4.30 a.m, 
Saunders would sound a bugle, which generally startled me 
from slumbers I would willingly have prolonged. But he 
was always ready and anxious to make a start. We made 
a hurried toilette, and swallowing a cup of coffee and a 
plece of toast, landed (we were anchored close to the bank), 
and mounted our elephants,—we had nine, altogether, with 
us,—and commenced the day’s sport. The jungle was all 
around us, so that we could commence shooting at once. 
Indeed, its extent and density was our great difficulty, for 
this being the latter part of the rainy scason, every kind of 
vegetation was in its fullest development, It was difficult 
to see animals at all; and if we missed a chance once 
given, it was probable we should not get another at the 
same creature, 

But in this part of the jungle are found little hillocks, 
about fifty feet high, of a ved ferruginous soil, The under- 
growth at the top of these was not so thick as elsewhere, 
and it was more possible to see, The timber generally is 
of small size, and in this respect this jungle is altogether 
inferior to the mighty forests of the Terai. 

We would toil on through rain and sun, till even 
Saunders was exhausted, about r2 or 1; then return to our 
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boats ; bathe on the roof, having buckets of water thrown 
over us; brealcfast, and after a cigar and a siesta, play whist 
till dinner time, at 7 or 7.30. Our letters and papers were 
sent in from head-quarters in quick little boats, so that we 
were kept au courant with affairs at Dacca, After sunset 
we would sit on the roof or deck of Saunders’ boat, if it 
did not rain, and listen lazily to the songs of the boatmen 
and thé mahouts, who were camped with their elephants 
on the high ground by the bank: of the river. 

It was thorough relaxation for about ten days, and I 
suppose did us good, though the discomforts were great. 
Nearly every day we were alternately soaked and boiled in 
our howdahs, drenching storms of rain being succeeded by 
a piercing sun ; any portion of our hands or wrists exposed 
was skinned, and the danger we1an from thunder-storms 
must have been great. Perched in a howdah with four 
sorts of guns all ready to attract the lightning, which was 
playing very close atound, was by no means agreeable; and 
Tused to cover my weapons in preference to myself with 
a horse blanket, in order to lessen, the danger, while the 
storms, of which we had three or four daily, were passing 
over, The nights, too, without punkahs, were stifling, 

* Our bag was a varied one, consisting of sambhur, hog 
deer, barking deer, prairie fowl, jungle fowl, partridge, and 
bears. Of daer we got plenty; and our boatmen and 
elephant people were surfeited with it. We only saw one 
tiger and two bears, We found them all one day, in the 
same piece of hilly jungle, Saunders knocked over the two 
bears right and left, and stopped them both, though we had 
to give them a few more shots to settle them; the tiger 
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I grieve to state I missed. He came charging at my 
elephant, and my mahout got frightened and made the 
animal swing round just as I fired; I nearly fell over the 
side, and must have looked like Punch hanging out of his 
box with his stick in his hand: Lang had a chance after- 
wards, and missed, Fortunately for the animal, Saunders 
did not get a shot, Nothing ever went amiss with him; 
his elephant never swung round, and he never had any 
excuses to make, But having given us two chances, the 
brute disappeared, and this was the only tiger we saw this 
journey, 

On the whole, J think we were all glad to get back to 
the comfort of houses in Dacca, and we certainly made 
our boatmen row hard down the stream, when we finally 
started from our last hunting-ground. 

And now the shadow of the great grief of my life began 
to make its first appearance, I found my wife far from 
well on my return, though I had no idea of the serious 
inroads the unhealthy climate of Dacca had made on her 
constitution; neither, apparently, had the Doctor at this 
time, I went on hoping that it was merely a temporary 
indisposition ; and as I had a great deal of work to occupy 
me, I did not perhaps notice it so critically as I should 
have done, About a month after this, Lang was ordered 
away to conduct some important work in the neighbouring 
district of Tipperah, and a junior man succeeded him as 
Joint Magistrate, necessitating for the time closer supervi- 
sion from me. 

Then in December came the great fair on the banks of 
thd Dullasery, called the Baruni Mela. : 
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The land on which this fair is held is gencrally under 
water until within a few days of its being occupied by the 
mat and thatch erections which constitute the dwellings 
and shops of some 30,000 people for a fortnight. The soil 
is damp, and a good deal of sickness is engendered here, 
During this year there had been a great deal of discussion 
about cholera, Dacca had been accused of being one of 
the centres, where it was endemic, and this fair had been 
alleged to be one of the gatherings from which it was 
propagated throughout India. 

In the previous year I had deputed a Native Magistrate 
to look after the arrangement and sanitary condition of the 
gathering; but he had shown by no means sufficient cnergy, 
and this year I determined to superintend the thing my- 
self, The Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal also had been 
instructed to visit and report on the fair. I had sent upa 
request to Government for a grant of money, to retain 
sweepers, and erect a hospital for the segregation of cholcia 
cases, and to defray other contingent necessary expenses, 

The reply was, that Government would supply a native 
Doctor and medicines for the use of the hospital ; that the 
Civil Surgeon of Dacca would be available in case of need, 
as the site of the fair was only some two hours’ distant 
from head-quarters ; and that as the landholders derived 
such large profits from the temporary use of the land, I 
should point out to them that they were bound to supply 
the means to keep the fair in good order, and that I must 
judiciously use my moral influence to induce them to give 
the money. 

Thad my tent pitched just outside the fair two or three 
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days before it commenced, marked out the lines on which 
the shops might be built, leaving a broad street between 
each, and allowing no angles or corners where filth might 
accumulate unseen, Trenches were dug about 180 yards 
inland for /atvines; and as I had a good staff of police on 
the spot, I was able to prevent any person using any other 
spot for the purpose, All this required the most constant 
personal supervision, and many shopkeepers ywere most 
indignant at not being allowed to erect their shops as they 
pleased, The strict rules about the éezrines they found 
still more irksome, and a deputation from the richer men 
came to my tent to pray for some modification; but I was 
inexorable, 

The hospital I had erected on the other side of a small 
creek which formed the boundary of the fair at one end; 
and with a good staff of sweepers, the precincts of the 
fairy were as clean as Monte Carlo, the gambling place, 
which is cleaner than anything I have seen elsewhere. 

It was interesting to watch this good-sized town rising 
with magical rapidity, and to find some 30,000 people 
housed, and innumerable and large shops displaying goods 
miost tempting to the native eye, where three days before 
there had been no sign of a habitation. 

The first day of the fair we had one caso of cholera, the 
next, two; but the police had prompt information, and the 
sufferers were carried off to the hospital. These all proved 
fatal, and I was afraid of a heavy outbreak of the disease; 
but fortunately, not another case occurred. The police 
were so vigilant that several people suffering from mere 
indigestion were carried to the hospital, and I fear much 
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frightened at being authoritatively told that they had 
cholera; but no harm came of this, The Sanilary Com. 
missioner came, saw, and approved. I think that the 
measures I took, though they must have been disagreeable 
to individuals, may be credited with the good state of 
health that prevailed throughout the fair. 

But they cost money, and I had to get it from the land- 
holders, There were three shareholders, and two I per- 
suaded to pay their shares, though with some reluctance ; 
the third was obdurate. I therefore issued a warrant for 
his apprehension, but gave it to a judicious police 
inspector, with orders not to execute it without further 
instructions from me, but to show it the recusant, and let 
him know that it would be executed if the money were not 
forthcoming that day. The money was paid, and I thought 
no more of the matter, My conduct, however, was not 
legal, and it was only the urgency of the case which 
induced me to do this,—in fact, to act the enlightened 
despot for the time being. 

I held my court in my tent for the trial of all offences 
committed in the fair,—thefts, burglarics, ete,—but these 
were wonderfully few; and the natives all were so anxious 
to employ their time profitably in buying and selling, that 
even complaints of assault were rare, 

Tt was pleasant enough to sit in the door of my tent and 
watch the fleets of boats going and coming, and to hear 
the surprised exclamations of the visitors at the cleanliness 
of the fair; though, alas! many of these visitors were 
brought before me for breach of my rules and regulations. 
They were willing enough that the fair should be clean, 
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but by no means so to take any personal trouble to keep 
itso. Ialways let them off for a first offence with a very 
severe warning, and they were seldom brought up twice. 

Many of my Dacca friends honoured me with their com- 
pany at lunch, or even dinner; and a stroll through the fair 
when lighted up of an evening was both amusing and in- 
teresting. The articles for sale included all things in 
general demand, but there also were to be found brocade 
merchants from Umritsur, dealers in kincob from Delhi in 
the North-West, and mughs from the South-East Coast 
bringing Japan eaith (cutch), while from Sylhet in the 
North-East came enormous cargoes of bamboos, 

But some four days before the close of the fair the Civil 
Surgeon came down and told me that he thought I ought 
if possible to be near my wife, I sent instructions for my 
Assistant Magistrate to come down and take charge of 
the fair, and hastened in to Dacca, Two days after, came 
the mandate,—so often given in India,—that she must go 
to England. at once to save her life. This was on a Satur- 
day evening ; and the next steamer to Calcutta sailed on 
the Wednesday morning at daybreak, The Doctor thought 
it imperative that I should go with her. I had to make 
arrangements for getting leave, for making over charge of 
my office, packing for a voyage to England, and disposing 
of my goods and chattels, allin three days, 

It seemed impossible; but there were plenty of kind 
friends to give a helping hand. My packing was done, a 
list of my goods made and sent round for sale, and finally 
an auction held on the Tuesday, As usual at auctions, all 
the good things sold for about one-fifth of their value, and 
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the rubbish for about three times its worth. I had to leave 
all these matters to others, and probably could not have 
done much better had I arranged everything myself; but I 
was a very heavy loser by this, as is the frequent fate of us 
civilians, 

Saunders was very kind, and allowed me to telegraph to 
Government for leave, and to get permission to telegraph 
to Lang to,Tipperah to come and take over charge from 
me, Without this I could not have got away, I have 
always found the Secretariat who manage these matters 
most kind and considerate where there was real urgency 
in personal matters; and thus I was frec to start on the 
Wednesday morning. It was asad and sudden break-up 
of a comfortable home; but the journey down to Calcutta 
was sadder still. I thought bitterly of the friendly warning 
given me at Hooghly. The Doctor's mandate had come 
too late; and before the next steamer had sailed from 
Calcutta,,I was left alone with my little child. 

In the midst of my grief I received an urgent letter from 
Saunders, saying that one of the proprietors of the site 
of the Baruni fair had selegraphed to Government that I 
had evtorted 300 1s, from him, I thought it best to give 
Saunders all details; and as I had three months’ leave 
on urgent private affairs, I left by the next stcamer to 
take my little girl home. 
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AT MYMENSINGH. 


RESULT OF TELEGRAPHIC COMPLAINT,—APPOINTED TO MYMLN- 
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LEOPARDS AND DOG,--GOOD QUALITIES OF NATIVE SERVAN'S ON 
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My stay in England lasted only thirty days; and on the 
11th of April I was back in Calcutta, I was very anxious to 
get some appointment which should keep me there ; but 
there was nothing available, and I was told I must go back 
to Dacca, the Lieutenant-Governor saying in a complimen- 
tary way that I had done well there, and he did not wish 
my reign to be cut short, But I had a dread of the place, 
and the only other appointment offered me was the dis- 
trict of Mymensingh, to the north of Dacca; and to get to 
which I should have to pass through it. This I was com- 
pelled to accept; and by the last week in April I found 
myself once more a guest in Saunders’ house. 

I was natually anxious to know how the complaint 
against me of extortion transmitted by telegraph had been 
dealt with. It would astonish the Home Secretary to re- 
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ceive a telegram from a suitor, complaining of the’ conduct 
of an English judicial officer, Saunders explained that the 
complainant had stated, on further inquiry, that I had made 
him pay up more than his proportionate share of the ex- 
penditure. Government had replied that he must settle 
this with his shareholders, The complaint against me of 
extortion was ignored; and I suppose the suppliant, feeling 
that after all he had only been called upon to do what he 
ought to have done, did not press the matter, Yet this led 
one to think of Talleyrand’s maxim, “ Surtout point de 
séle,” T am not sure that my conduct would have been 
approved at a meeting at Exeter Hall. 

Lang was, of course, much pleased to retain his appoint- 
ment at Dacca, and he and Saunders assisted me with 
horses on my road to Mymensingh. ‘The distance was 
100 miles, the road lay through the jungle in the notth of 
the district, though considerably to the east of that portion 
where we had been shooting in the previous June, I was 
to ride about fifty miles to Toke, on the Banar river, 
which divides the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh, and 
there meet a boat which I had sent on three days before 
round by Naraingunge and up by the Lakhia river, which 
was to convey me to Guffergaon in the Mymensingh juris- 
diction, on the banks of the old Brahmapootra, which flows 
past the head-quarters town of the district. 

On the morning of the 3oth of April I left Dacca, with all 
its associations, pleasant and painful,—I had not ventured 
to enter my old house, now occupied by Lang,—and started 
on my lonely ride, It was fiercely hot, and as the jungle 
grew denser the atmosphcre became almost stifling, About 
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two-thirds of the way to Toke the road is cut through a 
gajali forest. The trees kept away all air on either side, 
but gave no shade, as I had to stick to the roadway from 
which they had been cut down; and as long grass had 
grown up over this, it was not easy to go quickly. I was 
thoroughly done up when I emerged from this bit on to 
some clear land, the forest trending away to the west, and 
found a horse of Lang's waiting to carry me the last ten 
miles. 

Lang did not give high prices for his horses, and they 
were generally known for what Saunders used to'call their 
‘bad manners.” This was a coarse-bred black Waler, 
rejoicing in the name of Devil, whose only good point was 
that he feared nothing, and would go straight at a boar, or 
even a leopard, if required; his sole desire being to run 
away as hard as he could. He had been sent on the day 
before, and was, I could see, anxious to be off somewhere, 
The groom had him tethered under a tree a little way off 
the road, which was embanked and intersected by numerous 
Httle ‘water courses, all perfectly dry now, but crossed by 
wooden bridges, every one of which I knew to be broken. 

The moment I put my foot in the stirrup the groom, who 
was evidently afraid of the animal, bolted as hard as he 
could, and the brute dashed off too, while I somchow 
managed to get my leg over the saddle, and found myself 
crashing amongst the jungle and going right away from 
the road. Despair gave me new strength; and the grass 
getting round Devil’s Jegs brought him on his nose, so that 
I was able to turn him as he was scrambling up agaisi, and 
away we flew towards to the road, Once there, I thought 
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I might let go his head, but before we had gone 200 yards 
I spied a broken bridge, and down the embankment we 
had to go again. Then recurred the difficulty of turning 
him, and this went on about every half-quarter of a mile 
for the whole distance, until, about the last mile, Devil 
began to show symptoms of slight fatigue. He was white 
now with lather, and I was as soaked as if I had been 
drawn several times through a horsepond. 

However, whenever I had leisure to think, I looked for- 
ward to a cool glass of beer and a siesta on my bed in my 
boat. At length the blue river appeared bright and daz- 
zling in the fierce rays of the sun; but, strain my cyes as I 
could, no boat could be seen, It was some relief to get off 
Devil's back; and I abused all his female relatives soundly 
to the groom who had been sent on to take charge of him ; 
and he evidently thought I was justified in so doing, But 
Thad been seven hours in the saddle, and I was thirsty, 
~thirsty scarcely expresses it,—and overdone, and my soul 
felt faint within me, 

There was a small village containing a few huts about 
200 yards distant, This offered no prospect of food or 
comfort ; but on the bank of the river was a bamboo mat 
supported on four bamboo sticks, which the ferryman was 
pleased to dignify by the name of his house; and I was 
fain to lie down under the shade of this on the hard baked 
soil, which I soon soaked into mud. 

The ferryman came and looked at me, but I was too 
done up to speak to him; so he went away, and in about 
half an hour returned with a lota of milk, which he put 
by my side, I appreciated this delicate attention, and 


206 Life m the Mofussil, 


drank the milk, after which I lay down again on a dry bit 
of ground for two hours or so, Then, feeling a little less 
exhausted, I sat up, and found the hegdman of the village 
and onc or two others sitting gazing at me, 

They had heard from Lang’s groom that I was the 
hakim of Mymensingh; and though this was in the 
Dacca district, they felt bound to be civil, I convetsed 
with them on the oidinary topics, about their crops and 
cattle, and even the Income Tax, of which they did not 
complain. Their sole giievance appeared to be, that the 
estate in which they lived, was held in joint undivided 
tenancy, but the shaicholders, five in number, collected 
their tents separately, and thus every instalment of rent 
had to be paid in five different potions at five different 
places, 

“<The Sirkar’ (Government) should make a law,” said 
the old headman, “ that a geneial receiver should be ap- 
pointed for estates held in this way. Besides, the share- 
holders are so jealous ; and if one persuades me to give him 
a little bit extra for a bisth, or a marriage, or a funeral, the 
others hear of it and are never satisfied till I give them the 
same,” 

This really is a substantial grievance, and it would be 
a great blessing to these poor cultivators if they could be 
1elieved fiom it, It has been under the notice of Govern- 
ment; but nothing had been done when I left India. 

In this sort of conversation I whiled away an hour; 
but, still, alas! no signs of a boat appeared, and I began 
to wax hungry, having had no solid food since my toast 
inthe early morning. It was now between 4 and 5, and I 
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began to think of arrangements for the night. Thgse 
simple villagers were willmg enough to be hospitable, but 
wéte afraid of caste troubles if I slept in their dwelling 
houses, ‘However, close by was a mat-and-thatch hut, used 
for storing onions and other vegetables, These were kept 
on a soit of mat tray running round the interior, and it 
was proposed that I should sleep there, ejecting the onions 
for the night, The headman said he could get me some 
“ chichkee ” made,—boiled rice with curtied vegetables,— 
and biing it me on a plantain leaf. This would take an 
hour or so to prepare, 

I could hope for nothing better, and was proceeding to 
divest myself of my soaked coat, and to pull off my riding 
boots, to try and get a little comfort, when a shout arose 
from the assemblage, and looking down the tiver I saw the 
welcome sight of the grecn prow of my boat turning a 
shaip corner in the stream, which had hithe:to kept it con- 
cealed from view. In half an hour I was on board, and 
after a bath enjoyed my evening meal, in dry clothes, with 
a glass of cool beer and a prospect of a tolcrably comfort- 
able bed, a great deal more than I should have done, had 
the boat been up to time. 

The little wind we had was fail; but navigation was 
difficult, the river being very low, and we grounded con- 
tinually. By 2 pm. the next day, however, I reached 
Guffergaon,—only fourtcen miles distant in a straight line 
—the police station at which I was to disembark, and from 
whence I was to ride the remaining twenty-six miles into 
Mymensingh, 

The police were drawn up to receive me; and I found a 
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pretty-looking grey country-bred nag, the property of the 
district Superintendent of Police, Starkey, ready to carry 
me the first stage. As I proceeded to mount, the syce 
said, “Zarra jaldi kijiye” (please be quick), which gave me 
to understand that this animal too was fidgety, How- 
ever he allowed me to get on his back without much 
trouble, when the Sub-inspector in charge of the station 
approached with a glass of sherbet, and Begged mé to 
honour him by drinking it there on my first arrival in the 
district, I took the glass; but before I could bring it to 
my lips, the fidgety little animal reared up violently, and 
I grieve to say the Sub-inspector's sherbet was thrown all 
over him. 

It was not possible to be dignified or ceremonious under 
the circumstances, so I dropped the glass on the sandy 
road, and let the impatient little beast go off at full gallop, 
This he kept up for about three miles, and then showed 
himself very amenable indeed, The road was sandy and 
gtassy, and beautiful riding ground. Half way Ifound a 
horse of the Joint Magistrate, Fearon,—a nice Waler,—and 
he carried me comfortably on to my destination about an 
hour before dinner time, He was living in the circuit 
house with the Assistant Superintendent of Police, Curtis; 
and they were both out on my arrival, so that I had 
time to bathe and ensconce myself in some of Curtis's 
clothes, who was nearer my size than Fearon, before their 
return, 

They were both perfect strangers to me; but this makes 
little difference in India. I was quite ready for dinner on 
theif return from an evening walk, and got as much infor- 
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mation as I could about the station society during our 
evening's conversation, 

Tt was decidedly limited. The Judge, Wilson, and his 
wife ; the Doctor, Durham, and his wife; the Superintendent 
of Police and his wife ; an European Deputy Magistrate, 
Atkins, and our three setvee=enakligy | in all ten white faces. 
Other European residents in the district amounted to ten, 

"including wives and children; and one of these was a 
Greek, so that’ we were in rather a small minority among 
the native population, ascertained at the last census to be 
2,340,900. The area of the district is 6,293 square miles ; 
and to control all this there were only the Euopean 
officials mentioned above, and an European Deputy Magis- 
trate at the subdivision of Jamalpore. 

There were of couse plenty of native subordinates. 

The station, or rather that portion occupied by the 
Europeans, I found the next morning to be pretty enough, 
It is a green plain, a little over half a mile square, round 
which are situated some five or six houscs. To the east 
runs the old channel of the Brahmapootra, on the south 
and west is the native portion of the town, and to the 
north the open country, A fine avenuc of tices shades a 
road running across the southern portion and curving 
round the west of the plain. 

There were no amusements, beyond walking and riding, 
—a great change from Dacca; and I began to feel that 
my loneliness would be more oppressive here than there, 
and that, after all, I had probably made a mistake in not 
returning thete. My predecessor had left before my ar- 
rival, having been called away on special duty, and had 
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made over temporary charge to Fearon, so that I could 
take over things from him leisurely enough, 

In one respect I found my trouble would be much 
diminished, and that was in regard to municipal anxieties, 
The only town in the district under municipal law was 
Nussirabad (the head-quaiteis and station),—the total 
receipts for the previous year had been £150; the total 
expenditure, £141 15s. 6d.; and the total amount of fines 
realized 15. 6d. 

T have already desciibed the Court buildings in Tirhoot, 
—where, however, new ones were in course of construction 
those at Mymensingh were even worse ; and there ap- 
peared, at this time at any 1ate, to be no hope of getting 
any better accommodation. Wilson told me that the roof 
of his Court was in such a state that he was obliged to sit 
with his “sola” hat on to keep off the sun, while in rainy 
weather an umbrella was necessary. The squalor of my 
Court was indescribable. 

Considering that the surplus receipts from this district, 
including the proceeds of the salt tax’ (not collected here), 
amounted to about £180,000, we thought we were badly 
treated, both in this, respect and in the allowance for our 
roads and communications, which, for the large area of 
6,293 square miles, was 4800 per annum only. Every 
year we used to have to send off £130,000 in silver, cither 
to Dacca or Cachar, to be spent elsewhere. But /Mymen- 
singh is about the most out-of-the-way corner of Bengal 
proper, and it will be some time before justice is done to it, 

There was only one house available for me, which had 
been in the occupation of my predecessor. It had been 
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intended to build an upper storey; but this was left un- 
finished, in a state of half completion, and gave the whole 
a somewhat uncomfortable appearance, However, the 
ground floor was comfoitable enough, consisting of four 
well-shaped rooms, and two bath rooms, with a good ver- 
andah, 

This was ample for all I wanted now; though I was 
somewhat at a loss to undeistand how my predecessor, 
with a wife and two children, could have found it sufficient, 
Here I settled down, at a rental of £10 a month—ridicu- 
lously disproportionate to that I had paid at Dacca, con- 
sidering the accommodation I got in return for it; but it 
was a case of Hobson's choice. My total expenses were 
not great—about 400 rs, or £40 a month, including the 
keep of four horses. My pay was the same as it had 
been at Dacca, 

The hot weather and rains were dismally dull, and to 
me very trying, We ten got on very amicably for some 
months, considering that we saw each other evely day. 
Foitunately I had enough work to occupy me toleably, 
The landholders of Mymensingh were supposed to be a 
very turbulent Tot, and some two of three years back the 
district had been notorious for bréaches of the peace and 
rlots, accompanied with loss of life, 

Mansel, my predecessor, however, had worked with great 
vigour those sections of ‘thé Penal Code which miake land- 
holders liable for not preventing riots on their estates, and 
not giving information to the augiitities of the possibility 
of such; and he had further always insisted on their ap- 
pearance in person, and not by agent, in-his Court ; so that, 
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as my foujdari sherightadar informed me, “Zarra dum 
khaya,” they had had to eat their bieath a little—~in other 
words, they were somewhat cowed, 

I thought it was time to throw a little oil on the troubled 
waters, and Jet it be understood that I was anxious to 
make their acquaintance, and be on friendly terms with 
them ; but that if they misbehaved, the same policy would 
be rigorously enforced, In time they all came,to see me; 
and I made a point of never keeping any one who had 
come by appointment to see me waiting an instant, and of 
treating them with extreme politeness. At the same time, 
in one or two cases of threatened disturbance, I was very 
severe, 

By this means I made them feel that an interview, with 
me was not likely to be accompanied by any disagreeables, 
and that it was better to come to me in a friendly way and 
get advice, than to be dragged into Cout. I must say, 
however, that, with two or three exceptions, they were a 
very boorish lot; and not so well mannered as the native 
gentry I had previously met. 

Starkey was a vety keen officer, and had worked very 
congenially with Mansel} bul it seemed to me that he 
threw a little too much spite into his work, 

As an instance of this, I may mention, that shortly after 
my arrival, the Greek resident above mentioned, Kalli- 
phronas by name, was before me on a charge of assem- 
bling “latials,” clubmen, for the purpose of rioting. It 
was a sweltering day in May, and he was in the body 
of the Court, out of the reach of the punkah, among 
a crowd of natives, and must have been very uncomfort- 
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able; so I invited him to sit beside my clerks, and thee 
get some benefit from the punkah, The case was not 
decided that day; but Starkey, whom I met riding in the 
evening, said that he was sorry to hear that I had shown 
this civility to Kalliphronas, as it would make him more 
confident about being troublesome, and would make ihe 
natives think I was favourably inclined towards him, I 
was much tempted to snub him; but I merely replied, that 
he was not convicted yet of wrong-doing in this case, and 
that if there were anything not in accordance with “ des 
convenances,” in what I had done, the blame must be laid 
on the Government for the very disgraceful accommoda- 
tion provided. 

Kalliphronas wasacting as manager for Davis, the great 
Dacca handholder before mentioned, and had no doubt 
taken the law into his own hands ina good many cases. In 
this instance, as the evidence showed afterwards, he had 
collected a number of clubmen with a view to intimidating” 
a neighbouring landholder, and they were to sleep in a 
cutcherry he had erected for the collection of rents from 
the land in dispute, and early in the morning attack the 
cutcherry of his rival and dispossess him, Starkey had 
received information of this, The secne of action was 
about twenty-five miles fiom head-quarters, He kept his 
knowledge quite quiet, but marched a strong body of 
police through the night down to the spot, and rode 
thither himself, 

He had the cutcherry surrounded ; and as the inmates 
came forth in the early dawn, they were pounced upon by 
his police, It was a great catch, as many of them were 
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notorioug “latials,” and there was no getting off against 
such proof as this, These men were charged under Section 
188 of the Penal Code, which imposes punishment up to 
two years’ imprisonment and fine on any person convicted 
of being hired as a “latial.” 

They were defended by an indigo-planter called Dunlop, 
who united that of pleader to this avocation and also agent 
to the Court of Wards for the estates in this district, 
Rather an anomalous combination of pursuits ;"but he was 
a good sportsman, and therefore a friend of Saunders, who 
had reported to the Board of Revenue, with whom the 
appointment of agent lay, that there was no objection to 
his uniting all these functions, It was somewhat curious 
that he was always cngaged in defending cases in which 
Government was practically the prosecutor. I may’ add 
that, in addition to all the above, he was also my landlord, 

He conducted the case very quietly; and, as far as I could 
see, there was no defence to the charge. But just at the 
close he said to two of his client latials, “Take off your 
jackets.” They did so, and showed their backs covered 
with weals, 

“ How did you get these marks?” 

“The Police Sahib flogged us wheh he had caught us.” 
looked at Starkey, who was in court, and saw his face get 
crimson. 

~I postponed my decision till the next day, and in the 
meantime called upon him for an'explanation. He replied 
that, in the excitement when the men were caught, he could 
not restrain himself from giving them some cuts with his 
siding whip. He had given them a good many; and his 
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energy and zeal, which had made him so successful in his 
capture, had considerably marred its good effects by carry- 
ing him too far. 

The next day, Dunlop, with considerable tact, said he 
did not wish to press the matter; but hoped it would be 
taken into consideration in passing sentence. He thus 
turned Starkey’s grave indiscretion to the advantage of 
his clients 3, for T thought it expedient to avoid a scandal, 
and let them off with a very much lighter punishment than 
T should otherwise have imposed. 

I fined Kalliphronas £50, and bound him over in heavy 
sureties to keep the peace; but he was quite mollified by 
my courtesy to him in court, and during the ten months I 
reigned over Mymensingh, he never had a riot, nor allowed 
any of his subordinates to take part in one, Indeed,in one 
instance he actually gave up possession of a disputed fishery 
in order to avoid a disturbance, showing that he was very 
amenable to considerate treatment. In India the relation 
of the European Magistrate towards other Europeans in 
the interior is very peculiar; and he can doa great deal by 
judicious and legitimate use of personal influcace, 

The hot weather and rains went drearily on; but in 
August we were enlivened by a visit from the Licutenant- 
Governor, The rivers were now full, and the old Brahima- 
pootra had a grand volume of water, so that his steamer 
and yacht were enabled to anchor just opposite Wilson’s 
house. 

The yacht is on the barge principle, and has two decks, 
On the lower deck are the bedrooms, on cach side of a 
long passage running between them; and on the upper is a 
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large saloon, and a large dining-roont, The latter is fitted 
with windows like wire sieves, which admit the air and keep 
out the insects, I thought it exceedingly comfortable, and 
envied the staff who had the pleasures of travel with him. 
They, however, seemed tired of it, and were anxious to get 
back to head-quarters in Calcutta, 

There were two secretaries, an aide-de-camp, and one or 
two others, The Lieutenant-Governor was anxious to see 
all the landholders and other men of note in the district 
who would come in at short notice, and to me fell the task 
of presenting them in proper order. I was in some doubt 
as to a method of procedure which should avoid offending 
some one or more of them, Those that came in were not 
a distinguished lot ; and it was difficult to assign any par- 
ticular grounds for the precedence of any of them. At 
last I hit upon the happy idea of giving them priority 
according to seniority; and I was happy to find that this 
quite fell in with their own notions, and pleased them all, 

It must have been hard work for the Licutcnant-Gover- 
nor receiving these stupid men one after another, and find- 
ing conversation for each; for they had nothing to say, 
There were, I think, thirty in all; but I suppose he was 
pretty well accustomed to it, 

The Judge and myself gave him a joint entertainment 
at the former's house, I had brought an ice machine up 

’ with me from Calcutta—one of Carré’s, which makes, under 
favourable circumstances, about 4 lbs, of ice in five hours, 
It is done by very rapid evaporation, a cylinder charged 
with ammonia being first heated and then plunged into 


water, 
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The natives of Mymensingh had never scen ite before ; 
and when they saw that this very cold stuff was produced 
from heat, their wonder was very great indced. Wilson 
had got one up for himself; and the principal Sudder 
Ameen (the first native subordinate Judge), to show his 
proper appreciation of western civilization, had got one 
also, though the price was £25, They required somewhat 
careful working, and of course his servants under his super- 
vision made a mess of it, and never got any iceatall. I 
was anxious that he should not be led to distrust scientific 
inventions, and offered to work it for him if he would send 
it over to my house, To this he consented, and so now 
Wilson and myself had the control of three machines, 

The results were very capricious ; and it was always a 
matter of anxiety as to whether ice or merely some rather 
cold water would be the out-turn. However on this occa- 
sion my khansamar came to me with a radiant counte- 
nance about 7 p.m,, saying, “ Barf sab hikmat men nikala,” 
the ice has come out in all the machines. So we were 
able to give his Honour cold drinks; and, with the aid of 
mutton from our Mutton Club, and tinned provisions, a 
tolerably civilized dinner in the wilderness, I think, know- 
ing as he did the difficulties under which we laboured, that 
he appreciated our efforts. 

They left the next day, the Lieutenant-Governor having 
expressed himself pleased with my administration, except* 
with reference to my supervision of the gaol, which seemed 
fated to give me trouble everywhere. New orders had 
been promulgated at the beginning of the year, and conse- 
quently before my arrival at Mymensingh, making over 
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the immediate charge of the gaols to the Civil Surgeons 
of the station, who were to get some extra salary, varying 
from £120 to £240 a year, according to the size of the 
prisons and the extra labour involved for looking after 
them, We Magistrates had been obliged to do this for 
nothing, ' 

A circular, however, was also issued, making Magistrates 
ex officio visitors of the gaol, and requiring them to visit 
them once a week. Ihad misread this “once a month,” 
and, had acted accordingly. My inspections too had been 
cursory, as I thought Durham was wholly responsible, 

I promised his Honour to be more careful for the future, 
and saw the party steam off with some 1egret at our relapse 
into our ordinary dulness, and some misgivings as to their 
getting safely out of my jurisdiction ; for their course lay 
up the old bed of the Brahmapootra to the point of bifur- 
cation of the new channel, and there were many shoals and 
dangerous places ev roid, where I had had to place quite 
a relay of pilots, as the depth of the river would alter every 
six hours, 

However, I duly received information from the subdi- 
visional officer of Jamalpore that they had passed out into ' 
the big river without a hitch; and on this point my mind 
was set at ease, 

My more active supervision of the gaol lcd me to the 
discovery that the gaoler had been guilty of misappropria. 
tion of Government money and other misconduct. I kept 
the case on my own file, and finally committed him to the 
Sessions Court for trial, The case was a very long one, 
and disclosed a miserably immoral life on the part of the 
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accused, who was an Armenian, the details, as the papers 
Say, not being altogether fit for publication, He was at 
last convicted, and sentenced to three years’ imprison- 
ment, 

And now the social disagreeables in our small community 
commenced, Durham was an unmethodical man, and never 
seemed to be able to perform his duties at the right time, 
At length it happened that the corpse of a woman who 
had been ‘murdered was sent in to him for post mortem 
.examination early one morning, and he neglected to look 
at it until the next day. It was then so decomposed that 
he could come to no definite opinion as to the cause of 
death, and so the case fell through in Court, 

I was obliged to call upon Durham for an explanation, 
and‘teport the matter officially, The Lieutcnant-Governor 
had not been satisfied with what he saw of his work 3 and 
the result of all this was, that he was transferred to another 
appointment, But it took some time for his successor to 
airive, and in the meantime he perhaps not unnaturally 
looked upon me as his enemy. 

This was anything but pleasant in so small a commur 
nity; and, to intensify matters, shoitly afterwards Wilson 
and his wife fell out with me in consequence of a misunder- 
standing about a game of croquet played outside my house, 
for which I had omitted to send them a formal invitation, 
With four, then, out of the ten white faces at head-quarters 
T was not on good terms, 

Personally I wished to be; but as all salutations on my 
part were only met by a short nod, all intimacy ceased. 
A detailed account of this storm in a very small tcacup 
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would make an amusing story ; bul on the whole I think 
it sufficient merely to mention this state of things to show 
how disagreeably a well-meaning person may be situated 
in such a limited society. 

But Durham went away, and his successor, also mattied, 
was a very different stamp of man—an Irishman, but of a 
very practical mind and with a keen interest in his duties, 
After a couple of months, or a little more, Wilson thought 
better of it, and walked over carly one moining to my 
house and held out the hand of friendship. How well I 
recollect the chuprassie in waiting, who doubtless, with all 
the other native servants in the station, had noticed the 
coolness between the principal personages therein, hurry- 
ing in with mingled surprise and importance to announce, 
“The Judge Sahib is coming,” i 

In the meantime, however, the rains had ceased, and 
with the cold weather came in many possibilities of enjoy- 
ment in Mymensingh. This year, I recollect, the rains came 
to an abrupt teimination on the 4th of November, in the 
afternoon. It was a Sunday, and in the morning there had 
been heavy clouds, rain, and that moist heat that makes 
an Anglo-Indian fecl as if he were really being washed 
out ina laundry. But in the afternoon, as I stepped out in 
my verandah to consider wearily the expediency of a drive 
or a ride, I found the clouds gone, the Garrow hills 10 the 
north-east looking clear and bright in the setting sun, and 
a totally different feeling in the atmosphere, 

For two months previously I had shot snipe within six 
minutes of my house; but the country was too wet for 
camping out, Now I saw preparations could be made for 
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a tour, and in the beginning of December I was ‘ready to 
start. As I have before remarked, there were very few 
roads in Mymensingh; but with two tents and several native 
caits, which do not find any necessity for 1oads, or even a 
level country, I got about very well. My own locomotion 
was done on horseback 

T had two well-bred Australian hoises and two good 
ponies, so that forty miles was a mere nothing; but I 
found jt very worrying wotk, in riding over the pathless 
lands, to have to stop contifually to ask my way. A 
Bengali peasant, in answer to any questions, always begins 
by asserting that he can’t undeistand you. The conversa- 
tion is generally as follows :-— 

Sajid, “Which is the way to Mooktagaccha?” 

Peasaut. “I cannot understand.” 

Sahib, “Listen, brother. You know Mooktagaccha?” 

Peasant. “Tama villager, and I cannot understand,” 

Sahib, “Listen a little, brother. Do not be fiightened. 
Tell me, where is Mooktagaccha ?” 

Peasant, “I am a poor man, I do not understand.” 
Turns away and goes on with his work. 

Sahib, “You are a Bengali. You understand Bengali 
speech. Do you know Mooktagaccha?” 

Peasant, stupidly wondering, “ Mooktagaccha?” 

Sahib, “Yes, brother, Mooktagaccha, Which is the 
way to it?” 

Peasant, “That direction.” Points all round the 
horizon, 

Sahib. “Tell me a little more exactly.” And so at 
length some sort of information is obtained. 
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But this lengthy process took up much time ; so, in my 
character of despot, I instructed ‘the police to put up 
bamboo sticks, plantain trunks, or anything that was con- 
spicuous, as guide posts, all along the route I intended to 
ride, each successive post being in sight of the one pre- 
ceding. I found this most pleasant; and as the country 
was generally good riding ground, I could go at a hand 
gallop for thirty miles, merely stopping to change horses, 
relays having been sent on before. The police could .get 
this distance ready for me at*twenty-four hours’ notice. 

It really was delicious, after a pleasant ride of the above 
description, to come, just the least bit tired, on my Swiss 
cottage tent, gleaming among a group of trees, and find 
my Singapore lounging chair in the verandah, with a small 
table holding a cup of tea and a book all teady, and to 
have an obsequious servant or two to pull off my boots 
and keep away intruders while the hakim refreshed 
himself with a cigar, and, while watching the wreaths of 
smoke curling up in the balmy December air, possibly fell 
into a gentle siesta, 

This over, the sporting chuprassie, Kareem Baksh, would 
come with news that there were many wild geese in the 
neighbourhood, to be got at very early the next morning, 
or innumerable snipe to be shot at leisure, or, possibly, a 
tiger close by, or a bear, or sevéral leopards, or a herd of 
sambhur. 

Kareem was most remarkable for accuracy in the 
khabar (information) he gave, and could generally pre. 
dict pretty approximately the quantity and quality of the 
bag to be made, For instance, if he said I should get 
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twenty brace of snipe, I used to find that at any rate I 
ought to have bagged that number. 

With work and sport, 1 found time pass very pleasantly, 
though, at dinner and afterwards, I occasionally felt the 
want of a comparion. But I had no temptation, as when 
at Dacca, to hurry back to head-quarters; and I made a 
pretty thorough inspection of the district, On one oc- 
casion I came upon a school that had not been visited by 
any superior officer for nine years; and this of course gave 
cause for a communication to the Education Department, 

About Christmas time I moved up to the north-eastern 
part of the district, where Kalliphronas had promised to 
meet me. Curtis joined me as I passed through the 
station, and we stopped at a village about two miles out, 
to fry for a leopard that had severely mauled two men 
that morning, They were literally covered with claw 
wounds, and the villagers begged us to dispose of the 
animal. 

- They assured us it was lying in a clump of bamboos in 
the middle of the village, with huts all round. We went 
to the spot, and found the bamboo clump to be about 
thirty feet in girth. I stood with my back against the 
mud wall of a hut some five yards off, and made Curtis do 
the same against another. ' We then got a villager to poke 
a long bamboo among the roots of the clump; but nothing 
stirred. I then made the man get some dried leaves, light 
them, and push them with his pole into the clump. 
The bamboos were green, and would not burn, but a good 
deal of smoke was the result, Still no movement. Curtis, 
who was young and impetuous, came forward, and, kneeling 
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down, peered into the clump. He did not appreciate the 
risk he ran, and I remonstrated with him ; for if the animal 
had sprung on his head it would have fared badly with 
him, and I should have been afraid to shoot. He would 
not heed me, and suddenly exclaimed,— 

“JT see its eyes, It is staring at me.” 

“ Get up, or fire,” I said,—though I scarcely believed the 
animal would be there,—“ or he will be on the top of you.” 

He fired. : 

“ Again,” I said, to make sure. 

He pulled the second trigger. 

Still no movement; but now we both looked into the 
clump, and there was a fine leopard lying dead. We had 
him dragged out, and found one ball had entered his fore- 
head, The.contents of the other barrel had not touched 
him, at which Curtis seemed somewhat chagrined, though 
the skin was all the better for it, and it belonged to him. 
The animal’s conduct was very extraordinary, for generally, 
though so much smaller than a tiger, they show good fight 
when driven to bay, This one must have exhausted all 
his energies on the two villagers he had so mauled. In 
the case of Europeans, their wounds would probably have 
proved fatal; but native villagers, in consequence of their 
simple diet, I suppose, heal in the most wonderful way. 

We were just going to make a start, when some respect- 
able women of the village sent me a most respectful 
message, asking to be allowed to look at the leopard’s 
body. Of course it was necessary for Curtis and myself to 
be out of the way, so we went behind some huts, and I 
inquired of the headman what was the meaning of this 
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wish. He informed me that it was a belief in ‘that neigh- 
bourhood, that ifa barren woman looked on the dead body 
of a leopard, she would become fertile; and this was the 
case with these ladies. I told him that I hoped that this 
dead leopard would prove efficacious; and then Curtis and 
I rode on our way rejoicing, and accompanied by many 
rustic good wishes. 

Mymensingh swarms with leopards, and we were literally 
bored with information about them; but they were generally 
in the dense jungle in the neighbourhood of villages, where 
the ground is broken and full of old wells, and therefore 
very dangerous for elephants. Shooting them on foot was 
seldom possible, 

We made our way in about three days to the north-east 
of tlte district, inspecting and shooting as we went, and on the 
edge of a laige plain covered with high grass jungle at the 
foot of the Garrow Hills we spied the tent of Kalliphronas 
with three elephants tethered close by. We had four with 
us, which I had borrowed from vatious landholders. Kalli- 
phronas had come up with his European assistant from 
the south-east of the district, and we now joined camps, 
‘We began shooting in the above-mentioned jungle, which 
was as full of hog deer as a cover at home is of hares, We 
all missed a great number, but yet we could not help 
making a good bag. 

I had knocked over one rather fine fellow, and my 
mahout hurried down from the elephant to cut his throat 
in time to make him fit food for a good Mussulman, He 
accomplished his purpose, and was wiping his knife on the 
grass, when the animal so sacrificed jumped up and ran 
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away. T'was so surprised that I did not fire; but as he 
passed near Curtis he managed to stop him, and we finally 
bagged him. We then found that my ball had broken one 
of his horns, and so stunned him; the mahout had per- 
formed his sacrificial duties in a very perfunctory manner, 
having only just cut the skin of the throat, and the animal 
might have got clean away, though already prepared for 
Mohammedan eating, 

In the evening a messenger came from the Rajah of 
Shushung, some sixteen miles distant, saying that some 
villagers had marked a tiger down in a small piece of 
jungle near Doorgapore, that he had had the jungle sur- 
rounded by nets on one side, and by natives on the others 
with burning fires and tomtoms, and that he hoped to 
keep the animal there until the next day. 

We sent on our elephants through the night, and started 
ourselves in the early dawn. 

This was particularly civil behaviour on the part of the 
Shushung Rajah, for he had reason to be on somewhat 
unfriendly terms with the Government of Bengal. It was 
a question whether any part of the Garrow Hills had been 
included in the Permanent Settlement made with the 
Zemindars of Mymensingh in 1793, In 1856, when the 
survey of this district was about to be completed, the 
survey officers attempted to lay down a northern boundary 
including a portion of the hills; but the physical difficulties 
attending the task, and the opposition of the hill tribes, 
compelled them to abandon the attempt, and a provisional 
line was laid down along the foot of the hills, The Rajah 
of Shushung and others objected to this, and claimed a 
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large portion of the hills as included in the Perpetual 
Settlement made with them. The Bengal Government at 
fist settled that the claimants should prove their rights in 
a court of justice, and the case so instituted by them was 
decreed in their favour; but afterwards they very atbitrarily 
under Act IV. of 1864 of the Bengal Council, notified that 
the boundary line of the district should be that at the 
foot of the hills provisionally laid down by the survey 
officers, 

There was reason for this, no doubt, on public grounds 
as the Zemindars practised great extortion on the Garrow 
folk living within the disputed limits, which led to con- 
tinual raids into the neighbouring district, and the loss of 
several heads by unoffending villagers, But the Rajah 
had a grievance, as a large portion of what he considered 
his estate had been taken away fiom him, 

We found that near Doorgapore meant five miles further 
on; but we reached the spot about nine o’clock, The patch 
of jungle was a triangle some thiee acres in extent, the 
apex being at the north-western end, and the base at the 
south, On the north and west sides strong nets had been 
stretched, meeting at the apex; and a net curtain, elevated 
on two bamboos, was so arranged that it could be let fall 
across the corner where the two converging nets met, and 
so make a sort of cage, 

Just at this corner we found the Rajah, seated on, a 
brilliant scaslet cloth spread over some bundles of grass. 
He had a long spear in his hand, and after the usual 
greetings, told me that his design was, that we should 
enter the jungle from the southern end and drive the tiger 
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into the corner; the net would be let down, and he then 
would spear it from outside. The animal would get its 
claws entangled in the netting and be helpless, 

We agreed, and mounting our elephants went round to 
the southern side of the jungle, where we found some 200 
or 300 natives tomtoming and making guttural noises 
enough to prevent fifty tigers coming their way. We had 
promised not to shoot. We entered the jungle and beat 
right up to the nets at the other edge, when the tiger 
bounded out; but seeing the Rajah and the scarlet cloth, 
turned round and charged us, Our elephants, I suppose, 
expected us to fire, and as we did not, they turned and 
fled. The animal pursued us to the edge of the jungle 
and then went back again. . 

This occurred seven times; and at last the mahouts, to 
whom it was really no joke, began to remonstrate, and I 
sent my salaam to the Rajah, saying “we could not drive 
the animal into the net, and that the elephants were being 
quite unnerved, so that we really must use our rifles, 
Would he take the back seat of my howdah?” 

He consented at once, and we made our onward move- 
ment for the last time, The tiger was wounded first cither 
by myself or Curtis, and then made several good charges, — 
The scrimmage was exciting, The Rajah had a good 
pin-fire rifle by Lang, which he fired once, with many 
apologies, over my shoulder, He was perfectly gentle- 
manlike, and not the least excited the whole time. Whether 
he hit or not I don’t know; but the animal was speedily 
despatched, and we then found her to be a tigress beauti- 
fully marked, 
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“Tt is a great pity,” said the Rajah, “that it was not a 
tiger, for he would have bounded straight into the net. I 
have killed many so, and you would have secn a fine 
“tamasha” (spectacle). 

We allowed him to allot the skin; and he said it was 
mine, which he was pretty sure to do, as I was the chief 
person there, 

We then, went back to our tents at Doorgapore, which 
had arrived in the meantime. In the aftcrnoon the Rajah 
came to make a formal call, He said that he was ashamed 
to ask me into his palace, a large masonry building with a 
courtyard surrounded by a wall, as he was so poor that he 
had nothing in it fit for my highness to see, 

I,think he intended to imply that the action of the 
Government had impoverished him. No doubt he was 
poor; but he had some beautiful greyhounds that must 
have cost some money to acquire, 

In the evening I strolled out into the town to inspect 
the police station and test. certain Income-tax assess- 
ments, Kalliphronas and the others were with me, and 
we passed a masonry cage, like those at the Zoological 
Gardens, where two leopards belonging to the Rajah were 
kept. They were fine specimens, The pariah dogs in the 
bazaar were a terrible nuisance, and kept annoying us by 
barking and occasionally snapping at us. Suddenly Kalli- 
phronas said, “Let us catch one of these brutes and give 
him to those leopards,” I remonstrated at first, but at 
length I am ashamed to say that I consented, 

We had lots of obsequious followers; and on our desire 
being known, a jute sack was speédily produced, and one 
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of the yelping brutes caught and put into it, and taken 
to the leopards’ den, The leopards were driven into the 
hinder compartment, and the door or partition closed, 
The dog was then let down through a trap-door in the 100f 
in the front compartment; the partition door was pulled 
up, and the leopards dashed in with a roar. I had fully 
expected that the dog would have been killed instan- 
taneously with a blow of the paw; but instead, of this, to 
my horror, one animal seized his head, and the other some 
part of his body near the tail, and began to gnaw leisurely, 
The wretched dog commenced to howl, I had my gun ia 
my hand, and levelled it to kill him and put him out of his 
misery. 

The Rajah’s head man and a crowd of natives were 
standing by, looking on with cager curiosity, ‘Please 
don’t,” said the head man, “you will probably kill one of 
the leopards too.” 

“TI don't care,” I said, “I can’t stand this.” But just at 
that moment I spied one of my chuprassies leaning on one 
of my hog-spears, which he had brought out with him. 1 
seized this from him, and, with a fortunate thrust through 
the bars, killed the dog immediately, 

*Aht” said the head man, “if you had waited a little, 
there would have been a fine tamasha.” 

I am much ashamed of this episode, for I could have 
prevented it, had I been firm; but I had no idea of this 
slow torture, nor had any of my European companions, 
who were all equally anxious to put a stop to it, The 
native spectators could have looked on for hours without 
any sort of compunction, as did the Romans, I suppose, on 
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somewhat similar scenes, but occasionally with human 
beings for the victims, 

The next day we received information of the where- 
abouts of another tiger, and started early to look for him, 
but “nusguam non est inventus, To make up for this we 
came on a number of sambhur, and bagged three,—as 
many as our elephants could cariy,—and returned suffici- 
ently triumphant to Dooigapore. ‘ 

It was curious to notice the absolute difference between 
the Garrow inhabitants in the villages at the foot of the 
hills and the normal Bengalees of the plains, The former 
have the Calmuck type of physiognomy, and are probably 
not an aboriginal tribe, but of Mongolian descent, though 
hoy they got where they are I do not know. Their staple 
food appeared to be young puppies, which swarmed about 
their huts. 

Tn all this neighbourhood I made as thorough inquiry 
as I could into the assessment of the Income tax, The 
people were not rich, and the proceeds small ; but to the 
best of my belief, though so remote from head-quarteys, no 
sort of oppression had been piactised here, The Rajah 
had no complaints to make, Though living in this out. 
of-the-way part he was infinitely superior to the other 
boorish Zemindars of the district, and there was a gentle 
dignity about him which pleased me very much, 

We took leave of him the next day; and Curtis and I 
made a two days’ ride of it into the station for Christmas, 
while Kalliphronas branched off with his assistant to his 
factory in the south-east. 

During this trip I had traversed some hundreds of miles 
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of country without any roads at all. Yet my tents were 
never late, and my meals given me almost as comfortably 
as if I had been in my own house, and I did not ascertain 
that one single item of crockery was broken, On such 
occasions native servants are simply wonderful. I over- 
heard my khansamar thanking Allah devoutly when the 
orders for the final move homeward were given; but he 
had made no complaint to me. ‘ 

In January came again the preparation of the Criminal 
Returns. I remarked that, though Mymensingh contains 
nearly §00,000 more people than Dacca, the actual number 
of cases decided in the latter district was more than double 
that in the former, in the same year. This is to be ac- 
counted for, no doubt, by the absence of large towns in 
Mymensingh—Nassirabad, the most populous, containing 
only 5,882 souls-—and also by the longer annie litigants 
had to travel to reach the Courts, 

There has been a good deal of talk about bringing 
justice to every man’s door; but it has often happened to 
me to doubt whether in India incredsed facilities for litiga- 
tion are an advantage, They certainly make administra- 
tion much more costly. My experience of this outlying 
and somewhat neglected district leads me to the belief 
that the peasantry were prosperous, and practically, per- 
haps, fappier than those of the metropolitan district of the 
Twenty-four Pergunnahs, of which I afterwards had charge, 
which, with a smaller population and considerably less 
area, was cut up-into six sub-divisions (and two canton- 
ments), instead of three, as here, . 

For a long time pressure had been put upon the Govern- 
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ment of Bengal to take a proper census of the’provinces , 
under its control; and as it now appeared that the thing 
really was to be done, all the district officers were called 
upon to dtaw up plans for the enumeration of our respec- 
tive districts. I had talked the matter over with IKalli- 
phronas during our wanderings, and had obtained some 
very valuable Hints from him as to how the thing might 
be ‘efficienfly done. But in Mymensingh, the first thing 
was to settle the boundaries, , 

The new channel of the Brahmapootra, the Jamoona, 
was behaving so very capriciously on the north-western 
side of the district, where it ought to have formed the 
natural boundary between Mymensingh and the neighbour- 
ing ee ubna, that it was very difficult to know to which of 
the two districts certain villages belonged. In some cascs 
it would annihilate a whole village ; in another, it would 

* cut in on the eastern side, and leave a village that had been 
in Mymensingh in Pubna, or vice versé ; or it would create 
new islands, on which, in the course of a ycar, one or two 
new villages had sprung up, and the ownership of which 
would be disputed by the Collectors of Pubna and Mymen- 
singh on behalf of Government, and two or three other 
riparian proprietors, 

I therefore drew up a scheme for the enumeration of 
the district, but pointed out that the first thing to be done 
was the settling of the boundaries, In the end of January, 
as the rivers were low, I went td the Jamoona, where I had 
several complicated “Settlement” cases to dispose of, and 
found that many of the lands involved were now situate 
on the western bank of the Jamoona, and that it was more 
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convenient for me to take up my quarters at Serajgunge, 
in the Pubna district, so I had my tents transported 
thither. 

This was a place that had sprung into importance during 
the last year or two only, in consequence of the sudden 
increase in the jute trade. There were several European 
agents here, and steamers coming and going two or three 
times a week, so that I saw plenty of new white faces, 
and the change was most pleasant. Their residences were 
merely mat-and-thatch erections ; but in India in the cold 
season this is quite enough shelter, and I was most hos- 
pitably entertained, 

My tents were pitched on an endless extent of sand, 
and I was day after day engaged in hopeless effortg to 
come to a decision as to who were the rightful owners of 
this barren waste, 

T had enjoyed my cold weather in Mymensingh very 
much; but I looked forward with horror to the dreary 
monotony of the hot weather and rains, and had let my 
friends in the Secretariat understand that I should be glad 
indeed to be transferred to some place nearer civilization, 
About 11 one morning, I had returned to my tent for 
breakfast, hot, almost blind from the glare of the sand, and 
utterly discouraged in my efforts to settle any definite 
boundary, when my eye fell on (among many others), an 
official envelope, directed, not in the ordinary way, to “The 
Magistrate and Collector of Mymensingh,” but to “ Gerald 
Gordon, Esq, B. C.S.," and I knew that it contained an 
appointment. It was to the effect that I was appointed 
to officiate as Magistrate and Collector of Howrah, and I 
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was to join at once, and that the present Joint Magistrate 
of Dacca, Pringle, would relieve me. 

The letter had taken some days to reach me; and I 
imagined my successor, who, of course, would be eager 
for his promotion, would be already at Mymensingh, I 
informed my clerks that I must leave immediately,—they, 
of course, showing profound grief,—and at once sent horses 
on, to be able to ride in the next morning. It was dis- 
appointing for the Zemindars and their agents, who were 
assembled to get their disputed boundaries settled ; but 
as I could not complete the case for a long time yet, I 
thought it better to make it over to my subordinate, 
Atkins, to take up without delay, as I had already deputed 
him, to some other estates not far off. 

I had fifty-seven miles to ride in the next morning, after 
re-crossing the river, and accomplished the distance in four 
hours and ten minutes. At head-quarters, I found my 
successor, Pringle, already arrived, and in three days I had 
made over charge, Wilson had made the amende honorable 
complete by giving me a farewell dinner, and I was once 
more riding towads the banks of the Jamoona, as I had 
determined to get to Goalundo by that roule, There 
happened to be no steamer from Serajgunge for two or 
‘three days, so I entrusted myself to a small dinghy, which 
the boatmen promised should convey me through the 
night down the rapid stream to Goalundo, in time to catch’ 
the one daily train to Calcutta, 

It was very uncomfortable, and I could not sleep, so 
that I had plenty of time to think over my past ten 
months at Mymensingh. For some reasons I was sorry to 
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go. It was a fine district for sporl, Again, the Zemindars 
and all my native subordinates, seemed very sinceicly to 
regret my departure, The Government Pleader, who 
might, perhaps, be termed the Advocate-General of the 
district, had made me a little speech, in which he laid 
stress on the fact that my moral conduct had won me 
the respect of all there, 

Twas much gratified at this, for I felt that the remark 
was justified by the facts; and I was pleased to find my 
own opinion as to the impo.tance of morality on the part 
of provincial government officials thus confirmed, All 
that the hakim does is known and commented upon ; 
and it is not the acts of the individual Mr. A. or Mr. B,, 
bit of the magistrate, that are called in question. . 

My horses, my ice-machine, and a considerable portion 
of my furniture, had been bouglit by people on the spot, 
so that I had only a few belongings left, which were to 
follow me as speedily as possible to Calcutta, Of course 
I arrived just too late for the train, and had to pass a 
tedious twenty-four hours at Goalundo, 

The trafic manager, a married man, put me up, and 
made me as comfortable as his limited accommodation 
would allow; and the following evening, after twelve hours 
in a guard’s van attached to a goods train, I found myself 
at the Bengal Club, with the pleasing sense that, for some 
indefinite time at any rate, I had no more such uncom- 
fortable journeys to undertake, 
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AFTER three days’ rest, and appreciation of the flesh-pots 
of Calcutta, I took over charge of the Howrah district, 
which is only sepatated fiom the metropolis by the river 
Hooghly, and bears somewhat the same relation to it 
that Southwark docs to London. 

The contrast to Mymensingh was as complete as could 
be, The area of the district is 500 square miles, with a 
population of about 12,000 to the square mile, My chief 
work here was the supervision’ of the municipality of 
Howrah. Instead of being the administrator of a province, 
I had become a metropolitan ‘‘ Beak." I was not an inde. 
pendent Collector, but subordinate to the Collector of the 
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neighbouring distiict of Hooghly, My Court was a good 
one, and I had quite a magnificent residential house, 

Yet my pay was the same as before, for salaries are not 
attached to districts according to their importance, but 
‘ncrease according to seniority, so that a young officer like 
myself might be, as I was later on, in charge of a heavy 
district like the Twenty-four Pergunnahs, and yet drawing 
4700 a year less than a senior in charge of a light one 
like Howrah, Beerkhoom, or Maldah. ; 

Under the regulations at this time in force, my monthly 
pay was 1,233 rs., equal to £1,479 per annum, made up in 
the following way: My substantive appointment was 
Joint Magistrate of the second grade, entitling me to 
700 t3,, equal to £70 per mensemys and I was officiating as 
a Collector of the second grade, the full pay of which 
office is 1,500 rs, equal to 150 per month. I was entitled 
to draw my 700 rs,+2 of the difference between that and 
1,500 rs,, viz., £of 800= §331's,; 80700 +533 =1,233 ts, As 
I have mentioned before, in consequence of furloughs and 
other causes, nearly every one in the service is officiating 
for somebody else, In the case of Howrah, my prede- 
cessor had been officiating, and J had only relieved him 
of the officiating appointment. 

I believe the question of the retention of Howrah asa 
separate district is under consideration. I soon began to 
feel somewhat the less important nature of my work ; but 
this was partially compensated for by the social enjoy- 
ments now within reach, for I could cross the river of an 
evening whenever disposed so to do, and I occasionally 
slept in Calcutta, though much disturbed by fear of the 
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occurrence of fires or other incidents in Howrah, when my 
absence might have been of disagreeable importance. But 
I only retained charge of this office for two months, 
During that’time I had to draw up a scheme for taking 
the census here also, which, I believe, was adopted in its 
integrity, 

I had to do a good deal of presiding at the giving away 
of prizes at schools. On one occasion, at a girls’ school 
—which species of institution we are most anxious to 
encourage—every girl got a prize, and at last, a child in 
arms, about eighteen months old, was presented to me 
to receive one. I remonstrated with the manager of the 
school as to the absurdity of this; but he begged me to 
yield, saying that it conciliated the parents, and induced 
theft to let their daughters come to school, and it wasa 
great point to get them there ; so I gave way. 

They were all Hindus, some of very good family, and 
exceedingly pretty ; but they were all under seven years 
of age, and before they weie ten, would all be married and 
immured in the zenana—rather a sad reflection. 

However, they like it, as the Indian Mrs, Grundy is of 
opinion that no woman can be of good family or fashion. 
able unless so excluded from the public gaze, 

At the close of the ceremony I made a short speech, 
which I was amused to see about a week afterwards fully 
reported in a native local paper, published in English, the 
account ending with the words, “The learned President 
resumed his seat amidst acclamations,” 

There was also a Science and Art Institution at How- 
rah, which had been started some few years previously 


‘ 
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with considerable 4/az. It was called the Canning Insti- 
tute, and I am not sure that Lord Canning had not once 
honoured a séance with his presence, Like all other 
things dependent on native interest, the thing had been 
neglected and almost fallen into oblivion, but now a spas- 
modie effort was made to resuscitate it, and I was asked to 
accept the presidentship. This I graciously consented to 
do, and a meeting was arranged for about # fortnight later, 
when it was announced that the Archdeacon of Calcutta 
would deliver a lecture, 

On the appointed evening there was a violent thunder- 
storm about 8 o’clock, which, doubtless, delayed the Arch- 
deacon in his passage across the river; for we were all 
assémbled and waiting for half an hour before he appeared. 
The attendance was scanty’; and when he at length ime 
in and his eye lighted on the small assemblage, I saw a 
look of dissatisfaction and disappointment in his face, for 
he doubtless expected to find the same enthusiasm that had 
been shown at the opening of the Institution, and perhaps 
hoped that his name would have proved more attractive. 

I was the only European present, and seated on a raised 
platform behinda table, The Archdeacon was he who had 
been so badly treated by the palki bearers at Kishnaghur, 
He did not recognise me, and I did not recall myself to 
his recollection. The lecture was on “The Evidences in 
Favour of the Truth of Christianity,” and was somewhat 
long. Iam ashamed to say that I fell’ asleep, and was 
only awakened by the applause at the close of the lecture, 
Iwas expetted to say something, and was for a moment 
at a loss what, to do, However I collected myself enough 
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to remark that we all owed our best thanks to the Arch- 
deacon for his able lecture, and that if any one had previ- 
ously any doubt on the subject, he could not, or at any 
rate ought not, to have any now, It seemed as if I could 
not be brought into contact with this really good man, 
without the occurrence of some costre-tenps, 

About the end of April I received orders to take over 
charge of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs, an appointment 
which I had long wished for, but which I may fairly say 
entails as hard or harder work than any other in Bengal, or 
probably in India. : 

The name of the district is, I believe, derived from the 
fact that it originally consisted of twenty-four pergunnahs ; 
but their number has now been largely increased. The 
present cultivated area is 2,788 square miles; but there is also 
an area of jungle and swamp, forming part of the celebrated 
Soonderbun tract between Calcutta and the Bay of 
Bengal, of between 3,000 and 4,000 more, The population, 
including that of the suburbs of Calcutta, but not of the ° 
town itself, is 2,210,047. The district is divided into seven 
subdivisions, viz, Alipore, the head-quarters, in the sub- 
urbs of Calcutta, and Sealdah, comprising the remaining 
portion of the suburbs, Baraset, which had originally 
formed a district of itself, Baroipore, Busseerhaut, Satkhira, 
and Diamond Harbour, In addition to these were the 
two military-cantonments of Barrackpore and Dumdum, 
both with a small area of rural jurisdiction. All these 
were under my superintendence, and I was responsible for 
their proper administration, 

There were twenty-four towns in the district under 
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Municipal Acts, the proceedings in all of which had to come 
under my personal cognizance, the largest of these being 
the subutbs of Calcutta, with an area of tiventy-five square 
miles, a population of 258,910, and an income of about 
£36,000 per annum; the smallest, alittle outlying cluster of 
villages, where, the last time I looked into the financial 
statements, I found, after paying for its police and cost of 
collection of the tax, a deficit of 2s, the total annual income 
being £56. 

Of the suburban municipality I was ex-officio Chairman, 
Thad under me a Vice-chairman at a salary of £1,000 a 
year; but still this gave me a great deal of trouble and 
anxiety, The Government held me personally responsible 
for the management, and called upon me for explanation 
of any incident that might arise. We had some twenty 
Municipal Commissioners, and met once a fortnight for the 
conduct of business, It was necessary for me always to 
preside, as there was a good deal of friction between the 
Vice. chairman and certain members of the Committee, who 
were organized into what might be called the opposition, 
under a highly educated Hindu gentleman, Rajkoomar 
Ghose, asa leader. He spoke Qucntly, was very deaf, and 
yet fond of hearing his own voice, so that he made great 
inroads once a fortnight on my very valuable time, 

These native Commissioners had an animus against my 
Vice, as they thought that the appointment ought to ‘have 
heen given to one of their countrymen, who would have 
done the work for much less money. It is not too much 
to say that a Bengali can live in Bengal more comfortably 
on £250a year than an European on £1,000. I should have 
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een glad enough to save this difference, did I not think 
that the European work was worth the extra value. The 
appointment had not been made by me, 

Under this Municipal Act, III. of 1874, we Commissioners 
had magisterial powers to try offences against the Act, and 
our decisions were appealable, like those of other Magis- 
trates, to the Judge of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs, But 
as Magistrate of the District, I had executive powers which 
were not interfered with by this Act in any way. 

Within our jurisdiction were the three slaughter-houses 
which supplied Calcutta with butcher's meat, They were 
kept by Mohammedans, who drove a thriving trade,. and 
were rich and prosperous, But they were in a filtlty state, 
indeed were a disgrace to any civilized community, and in 
my opinion were so constructed that it would be impossible 
to improve them. Before my assuming charge of this post, 
two Acts had passed the Legislative Council bearing on 
this point, with a view to enable the Suburban Municipal 
Commissioners to control these slaughter-houses. 

The Municipality of Calcutta proper had built, at a 
great expense, new slaughter-houses also within our jutis- 
diction, fitted with every modern improvement; but the 
butchers were all Mohammedans, and stuck to their Moham- 
medan proprietors. Not one drop of blood stained the 
polished floor of the Calcutta palatial building, and thus it 
stood in unused loneliness for two years, 

The gist of the Act above mentioned was, that the ex- 
isting slaughter-houses should not be used without a 
licence from the Suburban Municipal Commissioners, under 
pain of a daily fine, But the butchers continued to use 
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them in defiance of the Act. Many were the prosecutions, 
and many the sentences of fine by the Municipal Com- 
missionet's ; but these were all reversed on appeal to the 
District Judge, Bramstone, 

He considered the Act tyrannical, and always found some 
technical loophole for the slaughter-house people. If we 
prosecuted the butchers for using it, he ruled that the 
owners were the users, and not the butchers. If,we piose- 
cuted the owners, he ruled that the butchers were the 
users, And so this horrible state of things continued, 

I wondered that a plague was not propagated from these 
filthy places, Twice I visiled them, once on a dry and once 
on a wet day, and was nearly overcome with nausea on 
both occasions, I consulted medical men of eminence, who 
were of opinion that not a vestige of these places should 
be allowed to remain, At length at the suggestion of an 
acute friend I decided to put in force my magisterial power's 
under a very comprehensive section of the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, Sec, 308 (as then numbered), which runs 
thus :— 

“Whenever the Magistrate of the District . . . con- 
siders that any trade or occupation, by reason of its being 
injurious to the health or comfort of the community, should 
be suppressed . . . hemayissueanorder . . . to 
the person carrying on such trade or occupation . . . 
to suppress such trade . . . within a time fixed in the 
order . . . of to appear before him within the time 
mentioned in the order, and show cause why such order” 
should not be enforced,” 

Sec, 310 recites that “the party to whom this order is 
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issued, must either obey it within the time specified, or 
appear and show cause against it, or apply for the appoint- 
ment of a jury to try whether the order is reasonable and 
proper.” As the Magistrate, in case of application for a 
jury, appoints the foreman and two jurors out of the total 
of five, and a majority decides, a jury is seldom applied 
for, In accordance with this, I ordered the suppression of 
the trade ithin a fortnight, and the parties appeared to 
show cause against the order. 

In the meantime the case became the subject of pretty 
general conversation in Calcutta. At the Club I found 
some, who had not seen, considered the order tyrannical 
others thought that Calcutta would be deprived of meat, as 
the butchers would not use the municipal slaughter-houses, 
The trial came on; and even here there was the usual con- 
flict of experts. 

But the only expert against my view was a Mohammedan 
Doctor, who affirmed that he smelt no smell, and saw no 
filth, There were numerously signed petitions on both 
sides of the case; on the one side saying that residence 
in the vicinity was rendered intolerable by the efluvium 
from the slaughter-houses ; on the other, that the inhabi- 
tants in the neighbourhood derived great benefit to their 
health from the smell. In this latter I found all the signa- 
tures in one handwriting, that of the attorney for the prin- 
cipal defendant, It was also proved that the king of Oudh’s 
aviary at Garden Reach, containing (including pigeons) 
some thousands of birds, was supplied with maggots from 
this source, The purveyor of this bird food was sub. 
poenacd, and denied that he had any connection with the 
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slaughter-houses. . He was a big burly “mehtur” (sweeper 
caste), deeply pitted with small pox, and looked his pro. 
fession, 

One day, some time after the case was finally settled, I 
met him hanging about the verandah of my Court, and 
asked him why he had given such evidence. He replied; 
“What could I do? My daily bread was in danger, and 
what does it matter if a mehtur like myself tells a lic,” 

However, there could be no doubt about my decision, 
which was to the effect that the order for suppression must 
be obeyed. Against orders under this section there was 
no appeal to the District Judge ; but he could, if applied to 
by the defendants, send for the record, and forward it to 
the High Court in Calcutta with such remarks as he might 
think necessary, This application was madc to him, and 
he did so forward it, with a very strong and really extra- 
judicial recommendation that the order should be quashed, 
The matter was argued before the Chief Justice of Bengal, 
and the best talent available in Calcutta was employed 
on both sides, In the end, my order was upheld, and 
in three days the municipal slaughter-house was in full 
work, 

Thus by a single section under the Criminal Procedure 
Code, this trade, which I was informed brought in several 
thousands sterling a year to the proprietors, and which had 
been carried on in successful defiance of two apeHel 4 acts 
framed against it, was at once suppressed. 

On the Sunday after’ the case was decided I met the 
genial old Chief Justice, who said with a smile as he passed, 
“Are you going to church to pray for those poor Moham- 


A Curious Theft Case. 247 


medans you have ruined?" Two days afterwards he 
himself was assassinated by a Mohammedan on the steps 
of the High Court, It had no connection with this matter ; 
but, apart from the shock caused by the atrocious murder 
of so good and gentle a man, I felt personally a sense of 
risk, 

Ameer Ali, the proprietor of the principal slaughter-house, 
had, I had been told, threatened to take my life; and for 
some timé I kept a cateful look-out for the approach of 
any suspicious-looking Mohammedans, But nothing hap- 
pened beyond threats of a civil suit against me for 
damages, which of course was never instituted. 

The suburban police were not under my immediate 
orders, like those of the rest of the district, but were sub- 
or@inate to the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipal Com- 
missioners, who was also Chairman of Police for Calcutta 
and the suburbs, A very curious case occurred just at 
the time of my arrival here. 

At Belvidere, the residence of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, were staying a Mr, and Mrs. Phillips, connections 
of his, One evening Mrs, Phillips missed a diamond ring, 
and information in due course was given to the police. 
As the Joss had occurred in the house of the Lieut-Gover- 
not, a great stir was madesand it was suggested that a 
detective constable should enter Phillips’ service as a khit- 
mutgar (table servant), and sce what could be discovered, 
Suspicion had fallen upon the ayah (lady's maid) ; and the 
constable in disguise made love to her, in order to get her 
confidence. 

At length he made a statement to his chief, the Chairman 
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of Police, who had the ayah arrested, and the following was 
the case for the prosecution. The constable alleged that 
he had succeeded in gaining the ayah’s confidence, and 
she had admitted to him that she had stolen the ring, 
She wished to sell it; But was afraid. However, she had 
picked out one of the diamonds, and if he could dispose of 
this for her successfully, she would give him another for the 
same purpose. She had told him this, and given him the 
diamond under a tree on the Maidan (plain) of Calcutta, 
where she had appointed a rendezvous, 

There were witnesses to prove that the constable and 
the ayah had been seen together under this tree at the 
time stated. The diamond was produced, and Mr. and 
Mrs, Phillips both testified that to the best of their belief 
it was one of those from the missing ring. The defetfee 
was merely a denial, and the evidence for the prosecution 
remained unimpeached. The case was tried before the 
Deputy Magistrate of Alipore, who convicted’ the ayah 
and sentenced her to eighteen months’ imprisonment, She 
appealed to Bramstone, who upheld the conviction and 
sentence, The diamond was made over to the plaintifis, 

Shortly after this, Phillips and his wife weng moved to 
Serampore, of which subdivision he was to have charge, 
and on unpacking their goods, the missing ring was found: 
jammed in an inkstand, with all the diamonds ¢zfact, They 
sent the ring down to me; and I recommended that the 
ayah should be pardoned, Bramstone héld out stoutly 
that the conviction was legal, and that the woman’s rela~ 
tives might have had another diamond put into the ring, 
and the latter placed where it was sure to be found. 
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Mrs. Phillips now recollected that on the evening of the 
Joss, the Lieut.-Governor's little daughter had been playing 
about her room, and might have put her ting into the ink- 
stand. But she could not recollect whether the inkstand 
had been unpacked there or not, so this was not much 
use, I carried my point, and the ayah was released. 

But what was to be done with the surplus diamond, 
which had also been returned tome? The constable had 
been arrested with a view to prosecution for perjury, It 
appeared to me that it was more than probable that the 
police had fabricated this evidence, and gone to the ex- 
pense of purchasing the diamond,—which, after all, was 
only valued at £2 10s,—to get the credit of convicting 
somebody of the theft. The constable, however, stuck to 
hig’story. 

Shortly afterwards Mrs, P. showed me a diamond locket 
with one diamond missing, into the place of which I found 
the surplus diamond appeared to fit. This gave rise to 
the theory that the ayah had picked the diamond out of 
the locket, with which to try the fidelity and business 
qualities of the constable, keeping the ring intact for future 
disposal, and that in consequence of what followed, her 
friends, to whom she had entrusted the ring, had managed 
to get it restored as above described, 

I took the locket and ring to a jeweller, who said that 
the surplus diamond was of the same character as those in 
the locket, but that it was not possible to swear to its 
being the missing diamond, as he could buy a thousand 
others exactly similar in the Burra bazaar in half an hour, 
Under all the circumstances it was thought advisable ta 
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do nothing further, and the real facts remain a mystery to 
this day, ‘ 

Another of my troublesome municipalities was Port 
Canning, though not from a municipal point of view, 
Some six or seven years previously a scheme had been 
started for the creation of a new port and town on the 
Mutlah river, some twenty-cight miles S.E. of Calcutta, and 
consequently so much nearer the sea. It was argued, that 
the navigation of the Hooghly was dangerous aiid difficult 
for large ships, and that the Mutlah was a fine deep river, 
free from shoals and quicksands, and that, if facilities were 
given, a great proportion of the shipping coming now to 
Calcutta by the Hooghly would go up the Mutlah to 
Port Canning instead. 

The support of the then Licut-Governor of Bengal Was 
obtained to the scheme, a company was formed, a large 
capital subscribed, and shares, issued at £100, went up to 
41,300 for atime, A large arca of land was acquired, 
marked out, and cleared of the Soonderbun jungle, embank- 
ments were made to prevent inundation, jettics were 
constructed, tramways laid down, and an enormous amount 
of money spent, Two sites for the construction of forts 
for the protection of the new town were in course of 
acquisition, at a little distance lower down the river, and a 
railway twenty-cight miles in length made, to connect the 
whole with Calcutta, at the enormous cost of £744,000, 
T do not understand how such a large expenditure could 
have been incurred on this item, 

The whole thing was a most disastrous failure. 

The embryo town had been incorporated into a mu- 
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nicipality, and I on assuming charge of the Twenty-four 
Pergunnahs became its chairman er offcio, I went down 
by the railway to look at the spot, It reminded me of the 
Garden of Eden in Martin Chuzzlewit. On the plans I took 
with me were marked out Dalhousie Square, Canning 
Street, etc, etc. represented by plains of waving grass, 
The tramways were concealed by the rapidly encroaching 
. vegetation; the iron jetties stretched ont in a ghostly 
way into the lonely river, the banks of which all round 
were coyered with the dense Soonderbun jungle, and 
masses of broken iron, old wheels, a tram engine, and 
other déris of things that had originally cost many thou- 
sands of pounds lay scattered about, corroded by the salt 
in the soil, and worth perhaps a few rupees, 
ur only income was derived from the lease of our 
,streets and squares as grazing grounds, When the specu- 
lation was still in favour, the municipality had borrowed 
large sums on debentures, and 430,000 had been Ient to 
them by the Bengal Government. They could not of 
course pay the interest due on these, and Government was 
the first to sue for repayment of the principal. 

I now, as Collector, had to bring an action against myself 
as Chairman, and to confess judgment, The Court ap- 
pointed me as agent to the judgment creditor, under the 
Civil Procedure Code; and thus I represented three dif 
ferent persons, and frequently had to sign my name to the 
same document three times over, in cases where the con- 
sent of these three separate functionaries was necessary. 
This arrangement at any rate avoided all chance of any 
difference of opinion, 
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But digtrict officers are accustomed to this multiplied 
personality, The offices of Magistrate and Collector are 
worked separately, though united in one individual; and 
the clerks in each (especially in the districts near Calcutta, 
where English education is rife) were exceedingly fond of 
enteiing into acrimonious correspondence with each other, 
I used to find drafts of letters from myself as Magistrate to 
myself as Collector accusing myself of neglect and delay, 
and very trenchant replies placed before me for signature, 
These matters were always settled by calling the clerical 
disputants before me and administering a sound wigging to 
both; thus destroying in embryo much promising Anglo- 
Bengali literature. 

A somewhat amusing incident occurred in connection 
with the sites to be acquired for the forts above mentioved 
in connection with Port Canning, The land was to be 
taken under the Exproptiation Act, VI. of 1857, We 
were able to abandon the proccedings with reference to 
one of these sites, but in the other case they had gone 
too far, The vendor was a grantee of one of the Soon- 
derbun lots, and had demanded a very high price for 
his land. Not being able to come to terms with him, 
my predecessor as Collector had, under the Act, re- 
ferred the matter to arbitrators. They, it turned out, 
were close frlends of the grantee and had awarded him 
an iniquitously high price, valuing this uncleared jungle 
spot at the same rate as cultivated land in the neigh- 
bourhood of Calcutta According to law, the arbitrators’ 
awaid was final. 

But just before I arrived, a new Lieutcnant-Governor 
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had been appointed to Bengal, who took up allthis Poit 
Canning business with no very friendly feelings. He found 
serious fault with all concerned in this case, which had been 
very carelessly carried on, found out some irregularity in 
the proceedings, refused to pay the money, and said he 
would stand the risk of a suit, 1, as the present Collector, 
had to prepare the defence, and with very little idea of 
success ; for if the award were final, I could not plead its 
unfairness, and my only hope lay in the irregularity of the 
proceedings of my own office, which was equivalent to 
attempting to turn our own neglect to our own advantage, 
However the case, much to my surprise, was decided by 
Bramstone in our favour. 

Still there lay an appeal to the High Court. The counsel 
for’ the plaintiff was a friend of mine, and after we had 
‘been served with notice of appeal I spoke to him about 
the case one day at the Club. “There will be some delay 
in bringing it forward,” he said; “the fact is, that our 
solicitor, who is a conscientious and energetic little man, 
thought he would go and personally inspect the spot. He 
went there in a boat, and landed, but had not gone five 
‘yards before a tiger came at him with a roar, but sprang 
on one side and did not actually touch him. He got 
back into his boat as quickly as his fear would allow him, 
and since then his opinion of the fairness of the price 
awarded has been considerably modified,” 

“Thank you,” I said; “that must come out in appeal, 
if it can possibly be brought in.” 

“Ohl for God’s sake don’t do that,” he said. “You 
must not betray my after-dinner confidences,” 
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The appeal did not come on for hearing as long as I 
was in charge of this district. 

The new Lieutenant-Governor was a man full of cnergy 
and theories, in the execution of which he appeared to desire 
to alter everything that could possibly be altered, He 
changed the arrangements for the registration of docu- 
ments, which had only been recently settled and wee 
working well; heset all the Education Department against 
us Magistrates, and against himself, by giving us power to 
interfere with their proceedings; he had a scheme for the 
appointment of elective Municipal Commissioners; and he 
instituted an improved system of weekly reports about the 
weather. About these he was terribly in carnest, 

Tle had a form prepared to be filled up weekly by 
us district officers. It only consisted of three columns, 
headed, 1. Rainfall, 2, State of the Crops, 3. Remarks ; but it 
had to be sent in at the latest possible hour on a Tuesday, 
so as to appear in the Bengal Government Gageize on the 
Wednesday. I had to get separate returns from each of 
my nine subdivisions, Incorporate them in one general 
return for the District, and forward them to the Secre- 
tariat, 

On one occasion the Secretariat made a mistake in 
totalling certain decimals; and for this the Lieutenant- 
Governor very unreasonably wigged me, 

On another occasion, in April, when the weather was 
altogether normal, my entry in the column of “remarks,” 
was simply the word “hot.” There really was nothing 
else to say; but this appeared to excite his anger in the 
most violent manner, and he wrote me a very harsh official 
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wigging, calling me apathetic and threatening’ me with 
very severe measures if I did not mend my ways, A copy 
of this wigging was sent to all other district officers, for 
their information and guidance; and thus I was held up 
as apathetic to all my confréres, 

His official prejudice against me lasted for months, and 
nothing coming from my office could give satisfaction ; 
neither would he admit that my work was hard, much 
harder than that of any other Magistrate and Collector. 
In all social intercourse he was kind and courteous enough, 
but officially for a long period he made my life a burden 
tome. I had plenty of sympathy; but though this was 
some consolation, it did not make up for the constant 
worry to which I was subjected, 

Though I feel sure that he had no personal dislike to 
me, yet the tendency of his mind was such that he was apt 
to look with suspicion on all officers generally well spoken 
of by his predecessor and the Commissioners, Secretaries, 
and others who had served in high places under him, I 
think too that he felt his term of office was short, and that 
to carry out the various changes and reforms he wished to 
introduce, it was necessary to be incisive in his official 
comments, even to harshness, 

I will say too, that he very greatly strengthened the 
hands of us Magistrates and Collectors, who had been far 
too much subordinated to the heads of depaitments at 
head-quarters ; and he also stirred us up to a wholesome 
activity, though he irritated us unnecessarily, 

Among my other duties I was er oficio Chairman of 
the Committees of three hospitals, a visitor of the great 
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gaot at Aligore, and of two lunatic asylums, None of 
these were sinecures,, though of course being visitor of the 
gaol was much less trouble than being in charge of it, In 
the charitable institutions above mentioned complications 
were continually causing troubles about the accounts and 
financial arrangements; and as Magistrate and Collector, 
though with more to do than any other member of the 
Committee, I was always cxpected to be on the sub-com- 
mittees for special inquiries into these matters. 

In conjunction with Bramstone, I was also trustee to 
a charitable fund founded by Prince Gholam Mahomed, 
descendant and representative of our old enemy Tippoo 
Sahib of Mysore, He now lived peacefully in the suburbs 
of Calcutta, where he had built a palace and an elaborate 
mausoleum to his mother, who had died there, In honour, 
of her memory, too, he had funded a sum producing an 
income of about £750 a year. This was to be distributed 
in monthly sums of 2 ss, or 45, each to persons afflicted 


with leprosy, two-thirds of them to be Mohammedans, . 


Gholam’s own religion, and the rest Hindus, « ye 

Gholam did not trast his own countrymen, and got the 
sanction of the Government to the appointment, as trustees 
to the charity, of the Judge and the Collector df the 
Twenty-four Pergunnahs for the time being. Bramstone 
had been the first trustee; and he, like Gholam, distrusting 
native agency in such matters, arranged to distfibute this 
charity monthly with his own hands, jointly with the other 
trustee, 

The lepers came in hundreds to the enclosed space in 
which the mausoleum was situate, and: squatted in rows, 
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that is to say thos& who had diy Hmbs on which to squat ; 
those who had not, wete carried by their friends or dragged 
in little carts like children’s toy carts. Only those whose 
names were entered on the register were admitted into the 
enclosure, but the gates were besieged by a crowd of less 
fortunate wretches, who clamoured for admission or for 
donations fiom the small surplus of the monthly instal- 
ment remaining undistributed in consequence of absen- 
teeism or death among those on the register. 

. The assemblage of these fragments of humanity was a 
ghastly sight, and the task of distribution on a hot May or 
June morning was anything but pleasant. On one occa- 
sion, a woman, really a fragment of a human being, for she 
had neither arms nor legs, haying been dragged to the 
spét in one of the little carts above mentioned, was seized 
with the pains of labour and delivered of a male child, 
during the distribution of alms, This process of nature 
gives Indian women of the lower class very little trouble, 
The idea was very horrible; but the baby was a pretty 
little thing, and continued so, as long as I saw it, for same 
months afterwards, : 

Prince Gholam had a large amount of house property 
in Calcutta, and was anxlous that I should be a sort of 
trusteé for the management of this also, He offered to 
keep me a carriage and pair of horses specially for this 
work. I suppose he thought that, being of blood royal 

_he had a right to command my services; but I am happy 
to say I was able, with the approval of Government, to 
decline this task. 7 

There were also several minors’ estates in the district 

VOL, IT, S 


258 Life in the Mofussi. 


that had been taken under charge of the Court of Wards, 
and which, under the regulations before described, gave 
me a great deal of trouble, the more so as the present 
Lieutenant-Governor was of opinion that the administra. 
tion of these should be of a more active nature than 
hitherto. These too often involved me in complicated 
legal proceedings, and occasionally I had to protect my 
minors against their own legal advisers. , 

For instance, on one occasion it was a question of re- 
opening a mortgage, in favour of a minor, The proceed- 
ings were merely ‘formal, and I cmployed, as I was bound 
to do, the Government Solicitor in Calcutta. His firm sent 
me in a bill of costs of 1,200 1s, which appeared to me 
out of all proportion to the services rendered, I remon- 
strated; but they declined to reduce the amount. Iso 
happened that one of my Deputy Collectors had been 
clerk in a soligitor’s office, and I got him to tax the 
bill. He considered that 400 rs. should be deducted, I 
theréfore demanded this reduction, stating that if it were 
not made, I should take it, before the taxing officer. To 
this I received a reply, that the firm would make a reduc- 
tion of 100 rs. only, and warning me that if I did not 
succeed in getting 20 per cent. taken off the bill, I. should 
have to pay costs before the taxing officer, However I did 
venture to go before the taxing officer, sending my Doputy 
Collector to represent me, and actually 500 rs, of the 
1,200 rs, were taxed off. 

My roads too gave me a lot of trouble, for I had not 
anything like sufficient money to keep them in order, and 
even this was not supplied in time to allow me to com- 
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mence repairs at the proper season, This was caused by 
the budget on this account not being ready sufficiently 
early. There are very few stones in Lower Bengal. In the 
dry weather the soil is a fine dust; in the rainy season it 
becomes liquid mud. To obtain material to make a road 
passable throughout the year, it was necessary to make 
bricks, for there was nothing else available. 

To make a road economically and successfully, it was 
advisable to have the bricks all ready by the rst of June, 
to lay them before the end of July, first a layer of whole 
bricks, then a layer of rubble, and then a layer of brick 
dust (soorkee) then roll the whole and let it consolidate 
during the rains of August, September, and October. 

The budget showing the amount available for the dis- 
tract was never ready till the middle of June; this gave mc 
no time to get contracts made with respectable men for 
the manufacture of bricks, and their delivery on the roads ; 
and the result was, that the so-called “ metalling ” was not 
completed till the end of the rainy season, and then had 
no chance of becoming properly consolidated. 

On the other hand, I was not allowed to retain the 
money until the following year ; for any amount not ex- 
pended on the 3oth of April was all swept back into the 
General Treasury, 

I addressed many remonstrances to the Lieutenant- 
Governor about this; but he never would listen to me, 
though he was always very angry if he personally suffered 
any inconvenience from my roads being out of repair, In- 
deed he actually cut down the annual amount previously 
allowed me, as a new road cess was about to be intraduced 
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and he wishéd the landholders to feel the necessity of its 
imposition, 

This cess was to be charged at’so much per rupee of 
rental paid by the cultivator to the landholder, and was 
payable in the first instance wholly by the landholder, who 
could recover half the amiount from the tenant, It was 
much objected to by those who had to pay, as they as- 
serted it to be a breach of the Permanent Settlement ; and 
it wa's cettainly something very like it, The institution of 
this cess, then, necessitated a record of all holdings in 
those districts in Bengal into which it was introduced, of 
an extent and a completeness hitherto unknown, It was 
introduced into the Twenty-four Pergunnahs soon after I 
took charge, and caused the appointment of a special 
Deputy Collector and some fifty’ clerks, and also the pre- 
paration of voluminous and elaborate monthly, quarterly, 
and annual returns for the Board of Revenue, whose super- 
vision gave me a infinity of trouble, The net amount to 
be realised after all this trouble would be very small; but 
doubtless the information thus obtained would be very 
valuable for statistical and other purposes, 

Again, the Lieutenant-Governor established a subordinate 
executive service, in which natives exclusively were to be 
employed, but to obtain appointments in which, they had 
to pass an examination, among other things, in riding, 
They were to obtain certificates of their proficiency in 
horsemanship from the Magistrates of their respective 
districts, or, Aed mid, from the Magistrate of the Twenty- 
four Pergunnahs, as many of them would probably come to 
Calcutta to study. These candidates were a terrible nui- 
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sance tome. At the very first, I thought the process of 
testing their hoisemanship rather amusing; but I soon 
found it occupied valuable time in the morning, and was a 
great drag on me, 

The first candidate of all came to me on a miserable 
pony that I fancied must have been starved into quietness 
for the occasion. I told him that I could not look upon 
any amount of mastery over this animal as a test of horse- 
manship, but T would let him try his hand on one of mine 
if he liked. After much hesitation he consented, and I 
put him on an animal which had been a charger in the 
Viceroy’s body-guard, and was quiet enough, though it 
might require just a little management. 

I was also mounted, and we staited fiom the door of my 
@ambers in the enclosure of the U. S, Club, intending 
to cross the road on to the Maidan (plain). But I ob- 
served my candidate clutch the curb tightly, and away 
went his horse round and round the compound, in and 
out the houses and outbuildings, creating havoc among the 
native servants’ pots and pans, and yet avoiding coming 
to grief in a very remaikable manner. Presently he pulled 
up with his head against the wall; and coming alongside, 
I tied the curb rein in a knot, and told him to trust to the 
snaffle, 

We then left the enclosure ; but unfortunately, just at 
that moment, two men came by at a sharp canter, and my 
candidate’s horse, that had probably became a little excited, 
swerved off to the left, and dashing down Park Street, 
disappeared in the distance; for I thought it prudent to 
follow leisurely. In about ten minutes I came up with 
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the candidate on foot, his clothes covered with dust. 
“T alighted myself” he said in his Baboo English. “But 
where is the horse?” I asked. That he did not know. 

He merely wished me to understand that he had “a- 
lighted himsclf,” meaning, he had dismounted voluntarily ; 
the horse was caught and brought back by a policeman, 
but he would not mount again. Poor fellow, he was really 
very plucky, though he could not ride, for I fqund after- 
wards that he had broken two ribs, On this occasion I 
did not grant him a certificate; though some months after- 
wards, when he came again completely recovered, on a 
somewhat better, but very sedate animal, I did so, 

The native press, who always found great fault with the 
Lieutenant-Governor's measures, made capital of this as an 
instance of what would result from them, and also accus®d 
me of putting the unfortunate candidate on an unbroken 
Australian horse, , 

Indeed, the native press was one of my serious nui- 
sances. Some dozen native papers were published in the 
Twenty-four Pergunnahs, and occupied themselves very 
busily with the doings of myself and my numerous sub- 
ordinates. The most astounding and utterly unfounded 
statements were made, There was an official called the 
Government Translator, whose business it was to make 
abstracts of these statements in the native press, and they 
were published in English in a weekly form, which we 
Magistrates used to call the Weekly Sneak. A copy of 
this was sent to each Commissioner, and one specially to 
me, the only Magistrate who received one, as so much 
was said about matters under my control. I had to look 
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through this, and send remarks on or replies to each para- 
graph which touched upon any occurrence in my district, 
in anticipation of demands for information from the 
Government, 

In common with many of my colleagues, I used to think 
there was a great deal of harm in this, and I may here 
quote the opinion of an experienced Commissioner, “T 
fear there is not a native Deputy Magistrate in the country 
who could’deny that he was aftaid of becoming the sub- 
ject of a personal attack in a native newspaper. There 
are, doubtless, very few European officers, even of high 
position, who would not also object to it; for, with very rare 
exceptions, we wish at least not to be noticed in the public 
press, as their praise is as likely to do us harm as their 
hjame is, 

“But the case of a native Deputy Magistrate and his 
subordinates, especially at an isolated subdivision, is very 
different. He+knows very well that the moment any 
scoundrel denounces him in a native paper, not only must 
he endure the local wit, ridicule, and annoyance, but he 
has to await the publication of the Government Transla- 
tor’s abstract of the native papers, and the almost inevit- 
able call for an explanation from some one of his superiors, 
from the Magistrate to the Governor-General. 

“T know of scarcely any more exquisite but certain 
process of torture than that which begins with a scandalous 
attack on a public officer, and Icads up to a call on him 
for explanation. Even if his explanation is accepted, he 
has gone through the ordeal; he has been mentally tor- 
tured while his assistant has lurked in the darkness, and is 
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beyond the reach of punishment. This villainous misuse 
of the public piess affecis the whole of the administration 
of justice by native officers.” 

These remarks led to a consideration of the expediency 
of continuing to circulate the Government Translator's 
abstract; but nothing was done while I remained in India, 
Another extraoidinary trouble to me was the administra- 
tion of the Government estate of Punchannogram, which, 
being translated, means “ fifty villages,” This was situated 
partially in Calcutta itself, where I had Revenue juiisdiction, 
and partially in the suburbs. It had become split up into 
some 9,000 holdings; and the rental being payable half- 
yearly, its collection was a matter of some labour, 

An obstinate old half-caste was in immediate charge, 
who did his duty very badly, and allowed the rents to gel 
continually into afiears, This necessitated endless reports 
to the Commissioner and the Board of Revenue, I managed 
to get him transferred elsewhere at last, but he had been 
so long at this post, gome thirty-five years, that it was 
very difficult to get him moved, 

I think I have saitl enough to show thal I had a good 
deal of miscellaneous work in this district, The regular 
work was also specially heavy, as may be shown by the 
facl that 9,117 cases were disposed of in the Criminal 
Courts alone in ong year, more than double the number in 
Mymensingh, where the population was larger, Among so 
many the number of those that called for the personal 
supervision and interference of the Magistrate of the dis- 
trict was proportionately greater, 

There was a lady too, resident at Alipore, who was 
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renowned for her devotion to animals, She considered 
them as equal or superior to human beings, and that they 
ought to be at least placed on a par with them, She and 
her husband were personal friends of mine, and I was 
often at their hospitable house, But she inundated me 
with letters about ill-used ponies, all of which I used to 
hand on to the Mohammedan Deputy Magistrate, who was 
in charge of the Alipore subdivision, He generally took a 
somewhat'lenient view of these matters; and his sentences 
never gave Mrs, Truman satisfaction, 

At length, one day, she instituted a prosecution of two 
boys whom she saw riding a pony with a very soic hoof. 
The Mohammedan Deputy let them off with a fine of 8 as. 
or1s, The next Sunday I was lunching with Mrs, Truman, 
apd she made some veiy bitter remarks about this, and 
asked me why I had not tied the case myself, I replied 
thar Thad no time for such matters, “Then what do you 
do?” she asked, y 

She could not conceive the possibility of my having any- 
thing more important to look after. ‘TI shall tell the Licu- 
tenant-Governor,” she said. And so she did, for she in- 
formed me afterwards that she had, and said that he was 
very much shocked, ‘ But she admitted that he laughed, 
and I heard nothing more about it, 

She woiried the Chief Commissioner of the Calcutta 
Police in the same way; but he revenged himself on her, 
One day in Calcutta she observed a donkey with a broken 
leg in a ditch, and wiote to the Commissioner, asking him 
to have it killed in the most merciful manner possible, He 
however, sent it down in a cart to her house,—where there 
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was an enclosure for all kinds of refugee animals,-—and 
requested the chief veterinary surgeon of Calcutta to go 
and attend to it, 

, This person entered into the joke, and going down in 
the evening when Mrs, Truman wags out, very successfully 
amputated the broken leg, and left a message that he 
would come to see it at any time, night or day, if called 
upon. No joke for Colonel T., as his fees were 1 gold: 
mohur = 32s, a visit, The donkey at first recovered, and 
when I next saw Mrs, Truman she told me the whole 
story, which of course I had heard before, and ended up 
piteously with, “But what am I to do with a donkey with 
three legs?” Some days afterwards I met Colonel T. and 
asked him how the donkey was, “It has pleased Provi- 
dence to take it,” he growled; “but I don’t know that I ag 
any better off, for now there has come a cow with its tail 
twisted off.” js 

To all my ordinary work was now superadded the Census, 
which, after many threats, it was finally decided should 
now be taken the following cold season. In most countries 
where such operations have been performed, it is merely 
a question of.preparing forms, leaving them at the various 
houses to be filled up, and then tabulating the results, 

The number of people who can read and wyite in India 
is proportionately very small ; eg., in a small area, compris- 
ing sixteen villages, 395 households, and 1,951 heads, in 
which I had an experimental educational census taken, 
only 43 per cent. or under 100 men, could read or write, 
and not one woman, This was thirty miles from Calcutta, 
In another census, comprising 34,818 heads, in a locality 
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about forty miles from Calcutta, only 3 per cent, could 
read and write; and out of 17,407 women, only six indi- 
viduals possessed this knowledge, all of them ‘Hindus, 

As usual in Bengal, we Magistrates were expected to 
make bricks without straw; and the only extra establish- 
ment allowed me was two clerks for census correspondence, 

My plan, which was approved by the Government, was 
as follows: a Bill was passed by the local Legislature, 
empowering us to call upon the Zemindars to furnish us 
with enumerators to be approved by us, and, whén ap- 
pointed, subject to certain penalties for neglect of the 
duties entrusted to them, 

Every house in the district was, or ought to be, in the 
beat of some chowkeydar, or rural policeman. A register 
ef these beats was kept at each police station in the juris- 
diction of which it was situate, I first caused all these 
beats to be verified, and any omissions and errors rectified, 
I then issued orders to the police to call upon the Zemin- 
dars to appoint enumerators, one to cach chowkeydar's 
beat, or, in case of a large and straggling beat, two or even 
more, 

These cnumerators were to come to the respective 
police stations concerned, and there undergo an examina- 
tion in reading and writing; and when approved by the 
police officer in charge, their names would be sent to me 
for approval. ‘ 

I made the police thoroughly understand, that if they 
did not take trouble about these things they would have 
a bad time of it, and that those who did it best would have 
the first chance of promotion, 
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In all the municipalities I made the Municipal Com- 
mittecs responsible for the enumeration, One great dif 
ficulty was the boating population, The southern and 
castern portion of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs is a network 
of tidal streams; and the number of boats continually 
passing through these, to and from Eastern Bengal, is 
enormous, But they nearly all go by certain routes, where 
the channels are kept decp by dredging, and at the en- 
trance to which tolls are taken, I made the toll takers 
* enumerators,” and arranged that the counting of the 
boating people -should go on for seven days, and that to 
cach boat counted a ticket shoultl be given, as proof of 
the fact, the boatmen being ordered to show it in case of 
there being an attempt to count them a second time, 

They were likely to adhere strictly to this, for they ail 
had a dread of being counted twice over, as nothing we 
could do would completely disabuse the people of the idea 
that the census had some connection with a poll tax, I 
recollect a case of a man having four sons; and on tho 
enumerator asking him how many males he had in his 
house, he ‘said three only, But the enumerator, who had 
local knowledge, pointing out that he had four sons, he 
replied, “Surely you would not tax them all?” 

Then again I had to consider the woodeutters in the 
Soonderbun forests, who would be absent from their homes, 
and where no cnumerator would get at them, They were 
all residents in certain neighbourhoods; and I instructed 
the enumerators, when filling up the forms for their villages, 
to ascertain what males were absent for this purpose, 
The troops at Alipore, Dumdum, and Barrackpore, the 
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military cantonments, were to be counted by the military 
authorities, 

I was allowed to choose my own day, or rather night, 
for the actual counting, and fixed on the full moon of 
January 1872, the 13th, the same date was sclecied for the 
neighbouring districts, A month before this date I had 
all the police officers in charge of stations simultaneously 
before me, and explained to them ez masse the plan of 
operations, answering any questions they might wish to 
put, and settling all difficulties. 

The printed forms to be filled up were supplied by 
Government, and were simple enough, The headings 
merely comprised the name of the village and the police 
station in the jurisdiction of which it was situate, the 
names of the males, with their castes and professions and 
their ages in decades, and the numbers of the females (as 
there was a great prejudice against mentioning their 
namés) and the number of children attending school. 

I now made over these forms to the respective police 
officers concerned, to be distributed to the cnumerntors, 
and sent them back to their duties, saying I should come 
round myself in a week's lime to see what they had done, 

This I did, in company with the District Superinten- 
dent of Police, who, I may here say, was the most hard- 
working and conscientious subordinate it was ever my lot 
to have under me, We journeyed many miles in boats in 
the south-eastern portion of the district, and many on 
wheels in the northern; and the way in which the police 
had carried out my orders was marvellously satisfactory. 

In only one place, at Port Canning, did I find any 
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confusion’ in the appointment of the cnumerators to 
their respective beats; and I promptly had the officer in 
charge removed, as an cxample to others, At Baraset 
T happened to be present when an enumerator was sent 
in by the Zemindar for approval by the police, the first 
appointed having fallen ill, I looked on at his examin- 
ation without appearing to notice, It was not long, for 
he held the form, handed to him to read, topsy-turvy, 
and was at once dismissed with scorn by the examiner, 

In some places it was, as may be supposed, very diffi. 
cult to gel men of sufficient literary acquirements; and 
the Zemindars had to employ their own land agents, or 
perhaps some of the younger members of their family, to 
do the counting, The enumerators were allowed to fill 
up their forms as long before the 1gth of January as they 
chose; but they were bound to go round on the night of 
the rsth and test the correctness then and there of the 
entries so made, In the jungle tract of the Soonderbuns 
T allowed this to be done in daylight, as nightwork was 
very dangerous, 

The village forms, when filled up, were made over 
to the village chowkeydars and taken by them to their 
respective police stations; those of the municipalilics were 
similarly sent, and thus we had bundles of returns for 
each police area, subdivided into bundles for each village 
and town; and these were then forwarded from my 
office to the Registrar-General, to whom the counting of 
the whole of Bengal was entrusted, 

The result was, I believe, a series of most unexpectedly 
accurate returns; and the cost to Government of the census- 
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of the district was under 430, not a very extravagant sum 
for enumerating for the first time 1,952,898 people, 

The census of the suburbs I entrusted to the Vice-chair- 

‘man, instructing him in the general details, and request- 
ing him to employ as many voluntary enumerators as 
possible, He rather distrusted these, and did not act fully 
up to the spirit of my orders; but, as it turned out, the 
voluntary enumerators did their work better than the 
paid; and“had he employed more of them, he would shave 
avoided expense and saved himself a great deal of trouble. 
But yet the census was accuratély taken. 

In Calcutta it was done by a contractor, and failed, 
Whole streets were found to have been omitted. This 
man had been anxious to be allowed to do the suburbs by 
eantract also; but I unhesitatingly declined the proposition, 
and was very glad that I had done so, 

at happened that on the night of the census our active 
Commissioner, Raj Kumar Ghose, was in such a profound 
sleep that he could not be awoke; and he therefore boldly 
asserted that the whole operation was a farce, as his house 
had not been visited at all, However we had the testi- 
mony of his own servants against this; but it serves to show 
what unfounded and reckless statements even the most 
educated natives are ready to make. * 

Before the final counting, the native press had numerous 
stories about gross extoition in the rural tracts by the 
police and the enumerators, and I had plenty of work in 
answering extracts in the Weekly Sneak. Some of these 
statements were put forward by European missionaries, 
who, as far as my experience goes, seem to me, as a rule, 
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to be most cager to make accusations against officials on 
the er parte siatements of any native, without sufficient 
inquiry. ‘ 

The only case in which any grounds appeared for the 
charge, was ore where two police constables had gone to 
a village and represented that they had come on the part 
of Government to count the people and collect a tax of 
one pice, something under a farthing, per head, There was 
proof that they had taken about 218, or 4.5. This was very 
annoying, as it was the thing of all others we were most 
anxious to avoid, viz, the appearance of any connection 
between the census and extra taxation. These men were 
convicted and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment with 
hard labour, Their conviction was published eveiywhere; 
and witl all possible inquiry I could not ascertain that 
any sort of extortion on this pretence had been committed 
anywhere clse, a 

Tn Febiuary I received oiders to accompany the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor on a tour through the Soonderbuns in 
his yacht. His official acrimony towards me had been 
considerably modified of late, though it had not entirely 
ceased; and when a chance of promotion had occurred he 
had given me the vacancy, showing that His bark, though 
very disagreeable, was worse than his bite. 

Thad been made a Joint Magistrate of the 1st grade, 
which gave me an income of goo rs, monthly; and accord- 
ing to existing arrangements, I drew two-thirds of the 
difference between this and 1,500 rs, the pay of a Collector 
of the 2nd grade, viz, 400 rs,, so that my salary was now 
1,300r'8 = 4130 a month, or £1,560 a year. My predecessor 


A Trip Through the Soonderbuns, 273 


in this post was a Ist grade Collector, and had sbeen draw-, 
ing £2,290. I have explained the reason of this difference 
in pay to men doing the same work, in the commencement 
of this chapter, But I had been only twelve years in the 
service, including my year of studentship in Calcutta and 
sixteen months furlough, so that I had not much cause of 
complaint, 

- Our fist stopping-place in this trip was Port Canning, 
to whicl? point the yacht had been sent on, and we went 
down by train, Our party consisted of the Lieutenant- 
Governor and his private secretary and aide-de-camp, the 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division, and another 
official, the agent of the East Indian Railway. This 
latter must have experienced some feelings of complacency 
at the contrast between this unfortunate line, now the 
property of the State, and his own prosperous undertaking 
, At Port Canning itself there were no grounds for any 
feelings of satisfaction to us officials, except the reflection 
that we were not responsible for the reckless expenditure 
and miserable waste of which there were signs all round 
us, 

Our quarters on the yacht (described in a previous 
chapter) were comfortable enough, though we all slept on 
the upper deck, except the Lieutenant-Goyernor himself, 
whose cabin was large and airy. It is necessary to anchor 
at night in these tivers; but the next motning early we 
passed the site selected for a fort, the subject of the 
litigation mentioned above—a mass of dense Soonder- 
bun jungle and soft mud. The Lieutenant-General 
wished to land and survey the subject of his legal triumph, 
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but was dissuaded by our remonstranees, The appeal 
case was still pending. 

So we stcamed on all that day and the next, through 
endless mud and jungle, sométimes in broad rivers, some- 
times in narrow water passages with only just room for 
the yacht to pass. Here and there we found the boats of 
wood-cutters moored, but no signs of habitation, Alliga- 
tors we saw innumerable, and one or two deer, but no 
tigers, though they are very numerous here, and fh my of 
ficial reports were continual entries of some poor wood- 
cutter being carried off by thém. 

How these animals exist here is a mystery, for there is 
not a drop of fresh water, and the low-lying soil is nearly 
all covered with water al high tide, The voyage was 
somewhat monotonous; but I had brought plenty of officiak 
bundles with me, and had ample occupation, The number 
of alligators in these tracts, and even higher up the 
rivers affected by the tide, is incredible to those who have 
not seen them. . 

In my previous tour with the District Superintendent 
of Police in the more cultivated parts, I had observed them 
on every sand-bank, and nearly all the bathing-places 
were surrounded with bamboo palisades to protect bathers 
from their attacks. One day, as I was writing inside the 
boat, I heard an exclamation from Skipworth, who was 
looking through his telescope. I went out to ask what 
was the matter. He pointed to some men bathing at an 
angle of the river about 200 yards ahead, and urged the 
boatmen to get on as fast as possible. 

“JT was looking through the glass,” he said, “without 
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any particular object, at those men, There was another 
a little apart from them, and I saw an alligator’s head 
rise from the water, seize the man by the waist, give him 
a toss In the air so that his head fell into its mouth with 
his legs dangling out, and then disappear.” 

We came to the spot ina couple of minutes, attracting 
the attention of the bathers by shouting. When we reached 
them they had not even missed their comrade, and were 
horrified ‘when we told them what had happened, They 
were bathing in an unprotected place with the usual reck- 
lessness of natives, and this poor wretch had fallen a victim 
as the result, We saw nothing more of the beast or his 
prey. 

On the third day of our present tour we emerged from 
@he jungles into the mouth of the Hoogly river, close to 
Saugor Island. Here heavy embankments have been 
raised and a great deal of land reclaimed from the jungle. 
We landed, and I found on inquiry that the census had 
been carefully taken. 

One of the villagers gave us an account of the tertible 
cyclone of 1864, when the storm-vave coming up from 
the Bay of Bengal had swept completely over the island, 
and drowned or swept away every living thing in it. This 
man told us that he was carried over the channel through 
which we had just passed on to the mainland, and shared 
the luck of many others by being caught in the branches 
of trees, where they held on until the wave had passed, 
He said that cattle and tigets were swept in an indis- 
criminate mass together across the channel, and that 
the latter were powerless to do any harm, Many of the 
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former, esysecially buffaloes, were saved ; he had. recovered 
some of his own, 

It was not possible to test the truth of his statements; 
but, if veracious, they were decidedly sensational, I be- 
lieve, however, there was considerable foundation in fact 
for all he said, These storms are of incredible violence, 
the coast is low, and there is nothing to stop the in-rush 
of the sea, The storm-wave, attaining a height, of some 
thirty feet, is a feature peculiar to them. Many a good 
ship has succumbed to them, The coast, too, is a mass 
of dangerous quicksand; and even if any of the wrecked 
crews reach the shore, escaping the dangeis of the waves 
and the swarms of sharks in the waters, they have to 
encounter the tigeis on land, and there is nothing to 
welcome them in the inhospitable jungle. a 

The Government has caused to be constructed thrce 
houses of refuge on this coast; they are merely wooden 
huts raised on piles, on three little sandy bluffs, and are 
entered by a wooden ladder leading up to a trap-door in 
the floor, It was my duty to inspect these once a year, 
They are filled with tinned provisions, candies, blankets, 
and asticles of warm clothing, flannel, ele, very useful to 
any shipwrecked crew who could find them; but I could 
only ascertain one instance of their benefiting the class 
for whom they were intended, Everything had, of course, 
to be left unlocked; and they were generally plundered 
by the wood-cutters, who ventured down here during the 
north-east monsoon, when fine weather was a certainty, 

The sand all round them was thick with tigers’ foot. 
prints. On climbing up the ladder, and putting your 
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head through the trap-door, you found yourself face to 
face with innumerable large bandicoot rats, who ate the 
candies and gnawed the clothes, The tinned provisions 
were safe from them, for they could not use the knives 
provided to open them. The inspection was not an 
agiecable task at all, 

Some three or four years before this, the steamer 
Thunder had been lost in a cyclone, and it was supposed 
that some remains of the ship or crew might be found on 
shore in this neighbourhood.: A steam tug was sent down 
to make search for her; and a boat, manned by Lascars, 
was sent on shore, Two men had got out of the boat, and 
were hauling it up by the painter, when a tiger jumped 
out on one of them, and catried him into the jungle, The 
other Icapt into the boat, and the crew 1owed back to the 
steamer, which returned to Calcutta without any further 
search, A truly inhospitable coast, on which I had been 
in danger myself twelve years previously. 

From Saugor we steamed a little way out to sea, the 
weather being perfectly calm, in order to meet the Go- 
vernor-General’s party, who had been down to the 
Andantan Islands, Our Lieutenant-Governor was to join 
him here, and go on to Madras with him, while we were 
to return up the Hooghly to Calcutta. His fleet con- 
sisted of a man-of-war and a steamer chartered from the 
British India Steam Navigation Company. We had not 
waited long before we saw the steamer making for us; 
but did not sight the man-of-war, 

She stopped near us, and sent off a boat, which, on 
approaching, we saw contained two Members of Council 
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and two dides-de-camp, all of whom we knew well, We 
leaned over the side and offered hearly greetings, to 
which no response was made, This puzzled us; and we 
were still more surprised when we saw the Licutenant- 
Governor, who had gone to the lower deck to mect 
them, get into their boat, and go over to their steamer, 
which at once procecded in the direction of Calcutta, 

However, the mystery was soon cleared up by the 
Private Secretary, who told us the sad news of Lord 
Mayo’s assassination, By dint of hard steaming, and 
favourable tides, we reached Calcutta that evening and 
found every one in a state of the deepest concern, The 
story is too well known to dwell upon. 

My further official connection with the matter was to 
see that the roads in my suburban jurisdiction were loge 
well watered for the mournful procession which accom- 
panied the corpse to Government House, I also acyed 
as a mounted marshal, with other officials, to keep the 
crowd in order, Our presence was really unnecessary, A 
more quiet assemblage I never saw; and onc sole desire 
seemed to animate every one present, viz,, to show respect 
for the memory of the dead, My chief trouble was my 
own horse, whom I found it somewhat difficult to leep 
quiet under such heavy firing, and in the excliement of 
the crowd, It was a long time before we reached Govern- 
ment House, where the bier was taken into the marble hall, 
and a short service read, The bereaved widow was present ; 
her form quite concealed in black drapery, and motionless 
as astatue. The whole scene was as sadly impressive as 
anything could be, and not easy to be forgotten, 
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AND now the hot weather came on again, and my work 
” seemed to grow harder, and my official cares more nume- 
rous, The Lieutenant-Govetnor had become much less 
harsh ; but was still snappish officially. I often used to 
sigh now for the ease, even accompanied by the dulness, 
of Mymensingh. 

At length, one steamy evening in August, at the close of 
a lgng and harassing day's work, with unlimited untouched 
bundles before me, I felt an intolerable pain across my 
chest, which compelled me to leave anything further 
undone, and to gct home as I best could.’ It was the 
last time I ever sat in office, The next morning the 
doctor pronounced rest and a return home imperative, 
Like so many other Anglo-Indians, I was put on board 
the next steamer, with all my comparatively youthful 
aspirations cut shont, and life in great jeopardy. 

An exceedingly kind, and even flattering, letter from 
the Licutenant-Governor reached me just as I was start- 
ing, He was absent from head-quarters, on a tour in 
Assam. It was very welcome, though so late. 

Rest in a temperate climate has kept me alive, For two 
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years, I drew half-pay, on medical certificate, viz, £780 a 
year; for'a third year, subsistence allowance, viz, £350; and 
then, as my doctor péremptorily forbad my return to India, 
Iwas compelled to resign the Service, All these years 
were allowed to count as service in calculating’the amount 
of pension to which I was entitled, This has been settled, 
under the present regulations, at £350 a year} ; 

I have endeavoured to depict in the foregding pages 
truly the life and work of a civilian in Lower Bengal, 
where the country is peaceably settled, and there is a total 
absence of military excitement, It is with bitter regret 
that I have had to relinquish this, which I consider to be 
the finest career in the world, 

There are, of course, drawbacks, The climate is ex- 
hausting ; and I should say that from the rst#of Aprileto 
the rst of November, there are very few Europkans in the 
plains of Bengal who can say that they feel really qed, 
though they may be able to work hard, and play hard too 
in their evening leisure, Indeed, hard mental work turns 
the attention away from the cruel heat, and, tends to keep 
the body of civilians more free from. casualties 'than any 
other class of men in India, * 

There is also the enforced separation from children, 
more severely felt by those who marry young, and pos- 
sibly from wife, The absence from ftelatives is an Inse- 
parable accident of sojourn in any foreign country, 

On the other hand, a civilian jumps at once into inde- 
pendence. With a little prudence, his salary from the 
very first is cnough to place him beyond sordid pecuniary 
cares, and he can devote himself to his duties, which; as I 
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hope I have shown, are full of interest, and ynlimited in 

variety. : : 

» It is ennobling to a man’s character to feel that (his 

" maintenance provided for) he is working, not for himself, 
but for the good of Jarge numbers subject to his adminis- 
tration. Notwithstanding red tape, the personal power 
of civilians for good or -evil is very great indeed. I can 
honestly, say that, with one or two exceptions, from the 
highest «to the lowest, all the members of my Service 
whom I have known have felt this deeply, and acted 
accordingly. a 

Notwithstanding my own sad breakdown, and in spite 

of the general drawbacks above mentioned, I would say 
that any ‘young man, not having very special interests in 
“England, who obtains an appointment in the Indian Civil 
Service, is to be envied, 
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